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Preface 
In 2003, the Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation Council (PMSEIC) 
produced a report Promoting Healthy Ageing in Australia which argued that a large and 
comprehensive national study is needed to investigate the many influences on ageing 
outcomes for Australian people (PMSEIC 2003). It recommended that an Australian 
Longitudinal Study of Older People (ALSOP) be established, and suggested that the study 
give priority to areas potentially improvable and important for the health, functioning and 
wellbeing of older people. These include: 
• the behavioural determinants of health in older age (particularly mental activity, physical 

activity and good nutrition);  
• work environments, retirement, social involvement including family and community 

contributions; and  
• housing, land use and assistive technology. 
In January 2004, the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA) 
commissioned the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) to produce this report, 
Longitudinal Studies of Ageing: Implications for Future Studies, which describes and compares 
existing and proposed Australian longitudinal surveys relevant to ageing, in respect of their 
methodological features and data collection scope. The report also compares these features 
of Australian studies with some well-established overseas longitudinal projects.  
The report is a mapping exercise intended to be a practical resource for informing future 
efforts to address ageing research needs in Australia
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