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The 30 measures listed below help to show how Australia’s health compared recently with similar countries,
namely the 29 other members of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

Despite some notable exceptions, such as our obesity level and our infant mortality rate, we are mostly in the
best third for this list. And we are close to the very best rankings in areas such as life expectancy, the death
rate from stroke and adult smoking rates.

Australia’s ranking among OECD countries

middle third best third
LIFE EXPECTANCY
Males at birth
Females at birth
Males at 65
Femnales at 65

All causes

Breast cancer

Prostate cancer

Lung cancer

Colon cancer
Coronary heart disease
Stroke

Diabetes

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
Accidental falls
Transport accidents
Suicide

Infant mortality
Maternal mortality

Potential years of life lost

RISK AND PROTECTION

Tobacco smoking

Alcohol consumption

Obesity

Fruit & vegetable consumption
Low birthweight babies
Measles vaccination

DTP vaccination

SELF-RATED HEALTH

Good or better

MORBIDITY

Decayed, missing or filled teeth
Incidence of AIDS

Road traffic accident injuries
Prevalence of treated end-stage kidney disease

Note: Where one of our results falls in the right hand column it is among the ‘best’ (healthiest) third of the nations

on that measure. The further to the right, the healthier our ranking. .,
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