
40

5 Data item history and
development

5.1 Possible data items for the redeveloped
CSTDA NMDS
The CSTDA NMDS redevelopment project plan included a ‘short list’ of data items to be
investigated for the redeveloped CSTDA NMDS. This ‘short list’ had been prepared by the
AIHW following the preliminary redevelopment work in 1999, including the work on
indicators for costs, outputs and outcomes. The ‘short list’ thus reflected the articulation by
Disability Administrators across the country of what their key information needs were.
This chapter presents each of these initially proposed data items and details:
• whether they were included in the final CSTDA NMDS;
• for those that were excluded, when and why they were excluded from the final CSTDA

NMDS; and
• any variations or major issues that arose for each data item during their testing and

refinement.
The following sections present the final CSTDA NMDS data items according to whether they
are ‘service type outlet’ data items (Section 5.2), ‘service user’ data items (Section 5.3), or
‘services received’ data items (Section 5.4). The final data items are presented in the same
order as they appear in Table 2.1.
Further detail on a number of special data development areas is included in Chapter 8 (e.g.
organisational units, support needs, and individual participation).
From August 2001 it was agreed by Disability Administrators that the terms ‘client’ and
‘consumer’ should be replaced with the more generic term  ‘service user’ in all CSTDA
NMDS documentation. The terms ‘service type outlet’ and ‘funded agency’ were agreed in
late 2001.
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