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Preface

This report presents data from the 2003-04 Commonwealth State/Territory Disability
Agreement National Minimum Data Set (CSTDA NMDS). This is the first publication from
the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare based on a full financial year of data from this
collection—from 1 July 2003 to 30 June 2004. Reports from 1995-2002 dealt with ‘snapshot’
day data, while the 2002-03 report was restricted to using data from a 6 month period
(January to June 2003). Overall data quality of the 2003-04 collection has improved compared
with 2002-03, and is expected to continue to do so into the future.

In addition to the standard emphasis on service users and service outlets, this report contains
a strong focus on data items relating to informal carers — these items were introduced when
the collection was redeveloped during 1999-2002. Information relating to multiple service
usage over the full year is also able to be presented for the first time.

The report contains an array of information related to service outlets operating under the
CSTDA, and the people who accessed them over the financial year. It should be of great
interest to a variety of stakeholders, including funded agencies, service users, government
departments and the general public.

Richard Madden

Director
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