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2 Methods
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2.1 The BEACH program
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Sampling methods
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Recruitment methods
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Statistical methods
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Management of each problem
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GP characteristics

• age and gender
• years in general practice
• country of graduation
• post-grad GP qualifications
• size of practice

The encounter

• date
• direct (face to face)

– Medicare item no.
– Veterans Affairs paid
– workers’ compensation
– other paid
– no charge

• indirect (e.g. telephone)
– script
– referral
– certificate
– other

The patient

• age and gender
• practice status (new/old)
• health care card status
• postcode of residence
• NESB / Aboriginality
• reasons for encounter

Population riskfactors

• well-being
• body mass
• smoking status
• alcohol consumption

Problems managed

• diagnosis / problem label
• problem status (new/old)
• work-related?

Medications (up to four per problem)

• prescribed
• over-the counter advised
• provided by GP

– drug class
– drug group
– generic
– brand name
– strength
– regimen
– number of repeats
– drug status (new/continued)

Non-pharmacological treatments (up
to two per problem)

• therapeutic procedures
• counselling

Other management

• referrals (up to two)
– to specialists
– to allied health professionals
– hospital admissions

• pathology tests ordered (up to five)
• imaging ordered (up to three)
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The BEACH relational database
"��
�����
��
������

��������
��
���	�����
�����������	�

�
��
.�����
6�4�
0���
����
�


������
��
	��
��
����	�
�
��
����
��
2*
���
�������
	����	�������	�
���
��
���
��	�������
/������
���
��	������
����
��
�
��
������	�
��
���������
����
����
���
��������
�


�����
��
����������
���
����	�
�
��
����
��
���
����
��
�����
��������

Classification of data
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2.2 The study of imaging orders
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Statistical reporting
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Coding and classifying imaging tests ordered
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Grouping codes for problems associated with imaging orders
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Grouping imaging order codes for analysis
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Matching at the MBS sub-group level
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Matching at the MBS individual (five-digit) item level
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Final map to the MBS
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