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1999–00 2000–01 2001–02

Principal referral and specialist women's & children's hospitals

Number of hospitals in peer group 66 68 66
Number of reporting hospitals(c) 65 67 66

Estimated coverage of surgical separations (%)(d) 100 99 100

Number of admissions(e) 349,477 333,013 317,275
Days waited at 50th percentile 24 26 24
Days waited at 90th percentile 177 194 184

% waited more than 365 days 3.4 4.2 4.2

Large hospitals

Number of hospitals in peer group 45 46 47
Number of reporting hospitals(c) 35 37 40

Estimated coverage of surgical separations (%)(d) 77 79 84

Number of admissions(e) 96,104 98,315 116,882
Days waited at 50th percentile 31 30 33
Days waited at 90th percentile 174 207 229

% waited more than 365 days 2.7 4.6 5.0

Medium hospitals

Number of hospitals in peer group 112 112 112
Number of reporting hospitals(c) 60 60 56

Estimated coverage of surgical separations (%)(d) 58 56 53

Number of admissions(e) 73,851 68,317 62,430
Days waited at 50th percentile 28 30 32
Days waited at 90th percentile 166 221 231

% waited more than 365 days 2.4 4.4 4.7

Total(b)

Total number of hospitals 722 719 723
Number of reporting hospitals(c) 191 195 193

Estimated coverage of surgical separations (%)(d) 85 85 84

Number of admissions(e) 527,910 508,290 508,371

Admissions per 1,000 population(f) 27.7 26.4 26.0
Days waited at 50th percentile 27 27 27
Days waited at 90th percentile 175 202 203

% waited more than 365 days 3.1 4.4 4.5

(a)  The methodology used to assign public hospital peer groups was adjusted for 2001–02 compared to 1999–00 and 2000–01. See Appendix 4
(b) Includes data for hospitals not included in the specified hospital peer groups and some private hospitals contracted to do elective surgery
(c) Number of hospitals reporting to the National Elective Surgery Waiting Times Data Collection. See Appendix 4 for further information.
(d) For 1999–00 and 2000–01 this is the number of separations with a surgical procedure for public hospitals reporting to the National Elective

Surgery Waiting Times Data Collection as a proportion of the number of separations with a surgical procedure for all public hospitals. 
For 2001–02, this is the number of separations with urgency of admission reported as 'elective' and a surgical procedure for public
hospitals reporting to the National Elective Surgery Waiting Times Data Collection as a proportion of separations with urgency of admission
reported as 'elective' and a surgical procedure for all public hospitals. Urgency of admission was reported for the first time in 2000–01.
It was not used to calculate the estimated coverage for that year because of concerns about data quality

(e) Number of admissions for elective surgery reported to the National Elective Surgery Waiting Times Data Collection.
(f) Crude rate.

Table 5.1: Waiting time statistics for patients admitted from waiting lists, by public hospital peer 

group(a), Australia, 1999–00 to 2001–02
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