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populations (and numbers of separations for AR-DRGs within the MDCs), patterns of
service provision, facilities available, treatment regimes and reporting practices.
The RSI data provide length of stay comparisons adjusted for the AR-DRG patterns within
the MDCs and patient age. Differences between the sectors were recorded for MDCs such as
Diseases and disorders of the respiratory system, with an RSI of 0.97 in the public sector and 1.12
in the private sector.
The cost by volume data for MDCs in Tables 11.1 and 11.2 show that the costliest MDC in
the public sector was estimated to be Diseases and disorders of the circulatory system. In the
private sector it was Diseases and disorders of the musculoskeletal system and connective tissue.
A total of 71.0% of separations in the public sector were for Medical DRGs (2,728,067),
compared with 36.0% in the private sector (848,025). In contrast, there was a larger
proportion of separations for Surgical DRGs (40.7%, 959,603) in the private sector than in the
public sector (20.8%, 797,465).

States and territories
Tables 11.3 to 11.4 contain detail on the number of separations by MDC in the states and
territories. These tables enable state by state comparisons of overall hospital use for the
different MDCs, and the share of separations between the public and private sectors. For
example, the proportion of total separations for Diseases and disorders of the digestive system in
private hospitals (rather than public hospitals) was higher in Queensland (61.2%, 110,017)
than in the other jurisdictions, for example the Australian Capital Territory (25.1%, 2,053). In
contrast, the proportion of total separations for Diseases and disorders of the eye in public
hospitals (rather than private hospitals) was higher than the national average (35.9%) in
South Australia (46.2%, 8,542) and lower in Tasmania (9.4%, 492).
The distributions of separations by MDC within the states and territories were broadly
consistent with those at the national level. Notable exceptions in the public sector included
Diseases and disorders of the circulatory system in the Northern Territory (4.2% of separations,
2,612, compared with a national average of 8.6%, 330,247) and Diseases and disorders of the
kidney and urinary tract in the Australian Capital Territory (24.3%, 14,787, compared with
17.4%, 669,229). In the private sector, New South Wales reported fewer separations for
Neoplastic disorders, 3.8% of separations, 27,730, compared with 6.0%, 140,504, nationally.

Australian Refined Diagnosis Related Groups

Sector
Tables 11.5 to 11.16 present information on the most commonly reported AR-DRGs. Tables
11.5 and 11.6 contain summary separation, patient day and average length of stay statistics
for the 30 AR-DRGs with the highest number of overnight separations in public and private
hospitals.
In the public sector in 2001–02, Vaginal delivery without complicating diagnosis (AR-DRG
O60D) was the most common overnight AR-DRG with 4.7% (92,964), of total overnight
separations (Table 11.5). The corresponding top AR-DRG in the private sector was also
Vaginal delivery without complicating diagnosis (AR-DRG O60D) with 3.9% (36,319) of total
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