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Variable NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Total

Total separations (’000) 1,201 1,061 667 319 336 76 62 63 3,786
Total patient days (’000) 4,499 3,871 2,253 1,123 1,224 289 214 206 13,681

Acute separations(b)          
Separations (’000) 1,175 1,028 641 314 328 75 61 63 3,685
Patient days (’000) 4,133 3,165 1,967 999 1,060 260 198 196 11,978

  Acute care psychiatric separations(c)

Separations (’000) 23 18 21 6 6 3 1 1 80
Average cost weight(d)

1.50 2.24 1.78 1.86 1.96 1.53 1.88 1.65 1.81
Patient days (’000) 222 277 199 76 72 24 15 7 892

  Acute care non-psychiatric separations
Separations (’000) 1,152 1,010 620 307 322 72 59 62 3,605
Patient days (’000) 3,911 2,888 1,768 923 988 236 183 190 11,086

Separations other than acute
Rehabilitation separations (’000) 17.4 21.6 17.5 2.5 1.9 0.6 0.6 0.6 62.7

Patient days (’000) 231.8 381.5 124.0 63.3 26.0 15.6 10.0 4.1 856.3
Palliative care separations (’000) 3.5 3.0 3.3 0.6 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.5

Patient days (’000) 33.7 44.1 26.8 6.2 14.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 125.6

0.7 6.5 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.6
Patient days (’000) 9.1 198.3 4.7 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.7 0.0 213.1

Psychogeriatric separations 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1
Patient days (’000) 4.1 0.0 4.7 20.1 74.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 103.4

Maintenance separations (’000) 4.1 0.0 4.1 1.3 0.9 0.4 0.2 0.3 11.3
Patient days (’000) 82.9 0.0 124.5 35.1 29.7 13.5 5.5 4.5 295.8

Other separations (’000) 0.5 2.0 0.2 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 6.8
Patient days (’000) 4.5 82.5 0.8 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.1 0.6 108.6

Total separations other than acute
Separations (’000) 26.4 33.1 25.6 4.9 8.1 1.1 0.8 1.0 100.9
Patient days 366.1 706.4 285.5 124.8 164.3 29.4 16.6 9.7 1,702.6

Psychiatric separations (c)

Separations  (’000) 23 18 22 7 6 3 1 1 82
Patient days (’000) 227 277 226 100 89 24 15 7 965

Data for excluded hospitals(e)   
Separations for excluded hospitals (’000) (b)

59 28 28 34 26 3 2 0 180

Per cent of all separations (%) 4.7 2.6 4.0 9.6 7.3 4.0 2.5 n.a. 4.5

Expenditure for excluded hospitals ($m) 570 211 201 206 179 32 2 n.a. 1,401

Inpatient fraction for excluded hospitals 0.77 0.58 0.72 0.77 0.91 0.65 1.00 n.a. 0.75

Unadjusted cost per separation 7,520 4,270 5,191 4,731 6,205 6,724 1,042 n.a. 5,850

(a)

(b) 
(c) Separations with total days of psychiatric care equal to the total length of stay.
(d) 

(e)

n.a. not applicable.

Psychiatric hospitals, drug and alcohol services, mothercraft hospitals, unpeered and other hospitals, hospices, rehabilitation facilities, small non-acute and 
multi-purpose services. See Appendix 4 for further information.

Table A3.8: Summary of separations in public acute hospitals selected for the cost per casemix-adjusted 

separation analysis(a) and data for excluded hospitals, states and territories, 2001–02

Psychiatric hospitals, drug and alcohol services, mothercraft hospitals, unpeered and other hospitals, hospices, rehabilitation facilities, small non-acute and 
multi-purpose services are excluded from this table, as are some small hospitals with incomplete expenditure information. See Appendix 4 for further 

Average cost weight from the National Hospital Morbidity Database, based on acute and unspecified separations and episodes of newborn care with qualified 
days, using the 2000–01 AR-DRG v 4.1 cost weights (DHA 2002). An updated version of this table based on 2001–02 AR-DRG v 4.2 cost weights will be 

Includes same day separations, acute and unspecified care type separations and episodes of newborn care with qualified days.

Geriatric evaluation and management 
separations (’000)



Variable NSW Vic WA Tas

Total separations (’000) 1,201 650 272 76
Total patient days (’000) 4,499 2,351 922 289
Acute separations (’000)(b)

1,175 631 270 75
Acute patient days (’000)(b)

4,133 1,888 862 260
Proportion of separations acute 97.8% 97.1% 99.0% 98.6%
Proportion of patient days acute 91.9% 80.3% 93.5% 89.8%

Total recurrent expenditure ($m)
Subset hospitals 5,287 2,598 1,210 340
Hospitals in Table 4.1 5,287 4,307 1,399 340

Proportion 100% 60% 86% 100%
Total admitted patient expenditure ($m)

Subset hospitals 3,629 1,897 821 245
Hospitals in Table 4.1 3,629 3,097 970 245

Proportion 100.0% 61.3% 84.7% 100.0%
Total separations (’000) 

Subset hospitals 1,201 650 272 76
Hospitals in Table 4.1 1,201 1,061 319 76

Proportion 100.0% 61.2% 85.3% 100.0%

Costs relating to acute care separations
Average cost weight(e)

1.050 0.913 1.003 1.064
Casemix-adjusted acute separations (’000) 1,234 576 270 80

Acute IFRAC (d)
0.645 0.661 0.660 0.685
3,412 1,716 799 233

2,890 3,058 3,033 3,000

Cost per total casemix-adjusted separation (from Table 4.1) 3,010 3,117 3,180 3,118
Cost per total casemix-adjusted separation on subset of hospitals 3,010 3,287 3,090 3,118
Percentage this exceeds cost per acute separation for subset hospitals 4.0% 7.0% 1.8% 3.8%

Cost of not acute separations in subset ($m) 217 181 23 12
Per separation ($) 8,244 9,578 8,715 11,823
Per patient day ($) 594 391 385 424

(a)

(b) 

(c)

(d) 

(e)

(f) Includes adjustment for private patient medical costs:  $125 for New South Wales, $77 for Victoria, $76 for Western Australia and $79 for Tasmania.

Acute separations are separations where the care type is acute, newborn with qualified days, or unspecified. 

From the National Hospital Morbidity Database. Details of acute separations and patient days and non-acute separations and patient are presented in 
Table A4.1.

Table A3.9: Cost per acute casemix-adjusted separation, subset of selected public acute hospitals,(a) New 
South Wales, Victoria, Western Australia and Tasmania 2001–02

Total acute patient recurrent expenditure ($m)

Cost per casemix-adjusted acute separation(f) 

Excludes psychiatric, mothercraft, hospices, small non-acute, un-peered and other hospitals, rehabilitation facilities, and multi-purpose services. This 
subset excludes hospitals where the IFRAC was equal to the acute IFRAC and more than 1000 not acute patient days were recorded. 

The acute IFRAC is that portion of recurrent costs which are for acute admitted patients.

Average cost weight from the National Hospital Morbidity Database, based on acute and unspecified separations and episodes of newborn care with 
qualified days, using the 2000–01  AR-DRG version 4.1 cost weights (DHA 2002). An updated version of this table based on 2001–02 AR-DRG v 4.2 cost 
weights will be made available on the Internet when available.



Variable NSW Vic WA

Total separations (’000) 1,201 650 272
Total patient days (’000) 4,499 2,351 922

Acute non psychiatric separations (’000)(b) 1,152 619 265

Acute non psychiatric patient days (’000)(b) 3,911 1,720 819
Proportion of separations acute 95.9% 95.3% 97.5%
Proportion of patient days acute 86.9% 73.1% 88.8%

Total recurrent expenditure ($m)
Subset hospitals 5,287 2,598 1,210
Hospitals in Table 4.1 5,287 4,307 1,399

Proportion 100% 60% 86%
Total admitted patient expenditure ($m)

Subset hospitals 3,629 1,897 821
Hospitals in Table 4.1 3,629 3,097 970

Proportion 100.0% 61.3% 84.7%
Total separations (’000) 

Subset hospitals 1,201 650 272
Hospitals in Table 4.1 1,201 1,061 319

Proportion 100.0% 61.2% 85.3%

Costs relating to acute non-psychiatric separations
Average cost weight(e) 1.050 0.913 1.003
Casemix-adjusted acute non-psychiatric separations (’000) 1,210 565 266

Acute non-psychiatric IFRAC (d) 0.625 0.610 0.641
3,305 1,586 775

2,887 2,962 3,028

Cost per total casemix-adjusted separation (from Table 4.1) 3,010 3,117 3,180
Cost per total casemix-adjusted separation on subset of hospitals 3,010 3,287 3,090

4.1% 9.9% 2.0%

Cost of not acute non-psychiatric separations in subset ($m) 324 312 46
Per separation ($) 6,566 10,153 6,866
Per patient day ($) 551 493 449

(a)

(b) 

(c)

(d) 

(e)

(f) Includes adjustment for private patient medical costs: $131 for New South Wales, $81 for Victoria and $80 for Western Australia.

The acute IFRAC is that portion of recurrent costs which are for acute admitted patients.

Average cost weight from the National Hospital Morbidity Database, based on acute and unspecified separations and episodes of newborn care 
with qualified days, using the 2000–01  AR-DRG version 4.1 cost weights (DHA 2002). An updated version of this table based on 2001–02 AR-
DRG v 4.2 cost weights will be made available on the Internet when available.

Acute separations are separations where the care type is acute, newborn with qualified days, or unspecified. Psychiatric separations are those 
with psychiatric care days.

From the National Hospital Morbidity Database. Details of acute separations and patient days and non-acute separations and patient are 
presented in Table A4.1.

Table A3.10: Cost per acute non-psychiatric casemix-adjusted separation, subset of selected public 

acute hospitals,(a) New South Wales, Victoria and Western Australia 2001–02

Total acute non-psychiatric patient recurrent expenditure ($m)

Cost per casemix-adjusted acute non-psychiatric separation(f) 

Excludes psychiatric, mothercraft, hospices, small non-acute, un-peered and other hospitals, rehabilitation facilities, and multi-purpose services. 
This subset excludes hospitals where the IFRAC was equal to the acute IFRAC and more than 1,200 acute separation patient days were 

Percentage this exceeds cost per acute non-psychiatric separation for subset 
hospitals
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