Appendix 5: Service Related Groups

Introduction

The Service Related Group (SRG) classification is based on Australian Refined Diagnosis
Related Group (AR-DRG) aggregations and categorise admitted patient episodes into
groups representing clinical divisions of hospital activity. SRGs are used to assist the
planning of services, in analysing and comparing hospital activity, examining patterns of
service needs and access, and projecting potential trends in services. For this purpose the
AR-DRG system was not considered appropriate as it contains too many classes. Both the
Major Diagnostic Categories (MDC) and the International Statistical Classification of Diseases
and Related Health Problems, 10th Revision, Australian Modification (ICD-10-AM) were also
considered unsuitable as they generally relate to body systems rather than services.

An example illustrating the assignment of selected procedures to SRGs is shown below.
These examples illustrate the differences between categorising procedures on the basis of
ICD chapters, MDCs and SRGs.

Procedure ICD chapter MDC SRG
Extraction of wisdom teeth Diseases of Digestive MDC 3 Dentistry
system ENT
Endoscopic retrograde Diseases of Digestive MDC 6 Gastroenterology

cholangiopancreatography (ERCP system
glop graphy ( ) y Digestive System

Excision of haemorrhoids Diseases of Digestive MDC 6 Colorectal surgery

system
y Digestive System

Based on methodology originally developed by the New South Wales Department of Health,
the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing (DHA) developed the Specialist
Service Related Group (SSRG) classification. These are largely aggregations of version 4.2
AR-DRG information. However, assignment of some separations to SSRGs is based on other
information, such as procedures, diagnoses and care types. Separations with non-acute care
are allocated to separate SSRG categories according to the type of care because the main
service type of these separations cannot be ascertained from their diagnoses or procedures.
Error DRGs become unallocated SRGs. The classification also incorporates non-specialist
SRGs (NSSRGs), which are an aggregation of the SSRGs (into categories such as other non-
specialty surgery) and are used for smaller hospitals that do not have the specialist services
or specialist equipment.

There are 50 SRGs, 127 SSRGs and 122 NSSRGs. NSSRGs have the same definitions as SSRGs
with the following exceptions:

e SSRG 469 (Other neurosurgery) is assigned NSSRG 495 (Other orthopaedics—surgical) for
AR-DRG equal to 168 (Cerebrovascular disorders in diseases classified elsewhere).

e SSRG 469 (Other neurosurgery) is assigned NSSRG 549 (Other non-specialty surgery) for
AR-DRG not equal to 168.
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e SSRG 421 (Coronary bypass) is assigned NSSRG 549 for all records.
e SSRG 429 (Other cardiothoracic surgery) is assigned NSSRG 549 for all records.

(
(
e SSRG 461 (Head injuries) is assigned NSSRG 549 for all records.
e SSRG 462 (Craniotomy) is assigned NSSRG 549 for all records.

(

e SSRG 751 (Perinatology) is assigned NSSRG 731 (Qualified neonates).

Table A5.1 contains the list of all SRGs, with corresponding SSRG and NSSRG
classifications. Note that the first two numbers of the SSRG/NSSRG classification relate to
the broader SRG classification. More information relating to SRGs, including the algorithm
for assigning SRGs can be obtained from the Commonwealth Department of Health and
Ageing.

For this Appendix, hospitals were assigned to the SSRG or NSSRG classification depending
on whether or not they had a specialist Neurosurgery, Perinatology or Cardiothoracic unit,
as appropriate, as reported to the National Public Hospital Establishments Database (see
Chapter 3). SSRGs and NSSRGs were allocated using the data in the National Hospital
Morbidity Database.

State and territory overview

Tables A5.2 and A5.3 contain the number of separations in each SRG category by state and
territory for all public and private hospitals respectively. Dialysis (SRG 23) had the largest
number of separations in public hospitals, with 539,494, followed by Obstetrics (SRG 72),
with 264,739. In the private sector, Diagnostic gastrointestinal endoscopy (SRG 16) recorded the
highest number of separations, with 343,655, followed by Orthopaedics (SRG 49), with
234,801.

Tables A5.4 and A5.5 summarise the number of patient days in each sector by SRG and state
and territory. In the public sector, Geriatric (SRG 85) recorded the highest number of patient
days, with 1,225,161, and Orthopaedics (SRG 49) recorded the highest in the private sector,
with 782,760 patient days.

Table A5.6 contains the number of establishments with more that 50 separations in each SRG
by state and territory for public hospitals only. This has been included as an indicative
measure of the number of specialty units. Non-subspecialty medicine (SRG 27) and
Non-subspecialty surgery (SRG 54) had the greatest number of establishments with more than
50 separations at 429 and 407 respectively.

For confidentiality, the statistics for some blocks in the private sector have been suppressed.
The information was suppressed if there were fewer than 50 private hospital separations
reported for the SRG and there were fewer than three reporting units (hospitals, or states or
territories where the hospitals were not individually identified), or there were three
reporting units and one contributed more than 85% of the total separations, or two
contributed more than 90% of the separations for the SRG.
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Table A5.1: Service Related Groups with associated Specialist Service Related Groups and Non-specialist

Service Related Groups

Service Related Group

Specialist Service Related Group

Non-specialist Service Related Group

11 Cardiology

12 Interventional cardiology
13 Dermatology
14 Endocrinology

15 Gastroenterology

16 Diagnostic gastrointestinal
endoscopy
17 Haematology

18 Immunology and infections

19 Medical oncology

20 Chemotherapy
21 Neurology

22 Renal medicine

23 Dialysis
24 Respiratory medicine

25 Rheumatology
26 Pain management
27 Non-subspecialty medicine

41 Breast surgery
42 Cardiothoracic surgery

43 Colorectal surgery

111 Chest pain

112 Unstable angina

113 Heart failure and shock

114 Non-major arrhythmia and conduction disorders

115 Acute myocaridal infarction without invasive
cardiac investigative procedures

119 Other cardiology

121 Invasive cardiac investigative procedure

122 Percutaneous coronary angioplasty

129 Other interventional cardiology

131 Dermatology

141 Diabetes

149 Other endocrinology

151 Oesophagitis, gastroenterology and
miscellaneous digestive system disorders

152 Gastroscopy

153 Endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography

159 Other gastroenterology

161 Other colonoscopy

162 Other gastrosocopy

171 Red blood cell disorders

172 Lymphoma and non-acute leukaemia

179 Other haematology

181 Cellulitis

182 Septicaemia, viral and other infectious diseases

183 Human immunodeficiency virus

191 Respiratory neoplasms

192 Digestive malignancy

199 Other medical oncology

201 Chemotherapy

211 Stroke

212 Transient ischaemic attack

213 Seizures

214 Headache

219 Other neurology

221 Renal failure

229 Other renal medicine

231 Renal dialysis

241 Bronchitis and asthma

242 Chronic obstructive airways disease

243 Respiratory infections/inflammations

249 Other respiratory medicine

251 Rheumatology

261 Pain management

271 Kidney and urinary tract infections

272 Gastroenteritis

273 Syncope and collapse

274 Laryngotracheitis and acute bronchiolitis

279 Other non subspecialty medicine

411 Breast surgery

421 Coronary bypass

429 Other cardiothoracic surgery

431 Major small and large bowel procedures
including rectal resection

439 Other colorectal surgery

549 Other non-specialty surgery
549 Other non-specialty surgery

(continued)



Table A5.1 (continued): Service Related Groups with associated Specialist Service Related Groups and

Non-specialist Service Related Groups

Service Related Group

Specialist Service Related Group

Non-specialist Service Related Group

44 Upper gastrointestinal surgery

45 Head and neck surgery

46 Neurosurgery

47 Dentistry
48 Ear, nose and throat

49 Orthopaedics

50 Ophthalmology

51 Plastic surgery

52 Urology

53 Vascular surgery

54 Non-subspecialty surgery

61 Transplant

62 Extensive burns
63 Tracheostomy
71 Gynaecology

441 Cholecystectomy

442 Disorders of biliary tract and pancreas
449 Other upper gastrointestinal surgery
451 Thyroid procedures

459 Other head and neck surgery

461 Head injuries

462 Craniotomy

469 Other neurosurgery

549 Other non-specialty surgery

549 Other non-specialty surgery

549 Other non-specialty surgery

495 Other orthopaedics—surgical

471 Dental extractions and restorations

481 Tonsillectomy or adenoidectomy

482 Myringotomy with tube insertion

483 Non-procedural ear, nose and throat

489 Other procedural ear, nose and throat

491 Injuries to limbs—medical

492 Wrist and hand procedures including
carpal tunnel

493 Hip and knee replacement

494 Knee procedures

495 Other orthopaedics—surgical

499 Other orthopaedics—non-surgical

501 Cataract procedures

502 Non-procedural ophthalmology

509 Other eye procedures

511 Microvascular tissue transfer or skin grafts

512 Skin, subcutaneous tissue and breast
procedures

513 Maxillo-facial surgery

519 Other plastic and reconstructive surgery

521 Cystourethroscopy

522 Urinary stones and obstruction

523 Transurethal resection of the prostate

524 Other non-procedural urology

529 Other urological procedures

531 Vein ligation and stripping

532 Non-procedural vascular surgery including skin
ulcers

539 Other vascular surgery procedures

541 Injuries—non-surgical

542 Abdominal pain

543 Appendicectomy

544 Digestive system diagnoses including
gastrointestinal obstruction

545 Inguinal and femoral hernia procedures, age>0

546 Post-operative infections and sequlae of
treatment

549 Other non-specialty surgery

611 Transplantation

621 Extensive burns

631 Tracheostomy

711 Abortion with dilatation and curettage, aspiration
curettage or hysterotomy

712 Endoscopic procedures for female reproductive
system

713 Conisation, vagina, cervix and vulva procedures

714 Diagnostic curettage or diagnostic
hysteroscopy

715 Hysterectomy

716 Other gynaecological surgery

717 Non-procedural gynaecology

(continued)



Table A5.1 (continued): Service Related Groups with associated Specialist Service Related Groups and

Non-specialist Service Related Groups

Service Related Group

Specialist Service Related Group

Non-specialist Service Related Group

72 Obstetrics

73 Qualified neonates
75 Perinatology

81 Drug and alcohol
82 Psychiatry

84 Rehabilitation

85 Geriatric
86 Palliation

87 Maintenance

88 Psychogeriatric

89 Organ procurement
90 Boarder

99 Error

721 Ante-natal admission

722 Vaginal delivery

723 Caesarean delivery

724 Post-natal admission

731 Qualified neonates

751 Perinatology

811 Drug and alcohol

821 Schizophrenia

822 Major affective disorders

829 Other psychiatry

841 Rehabilitation care delivered in designated unit

842 Rehabilitation care according to designated
program

843 Rehabilitation care as principal clinical intent

849 Other rehabilitation

851 Geriatric

861 Palliation delivered in designated unit

862 Palliation care according to designated program

863 Palliation care as principal clinical intent

869 Other palliation

871 Maintenance

881 Psychogeriatric

891 Organ procurement

901 Boarder

991 Unallocated

731 Qualified neonates
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