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National Minimum Data Sets
A National Minimum Data Set (NMDS) is a core set of data elements agreed by the National Health 
Information Management Group for mandatory collection and reporting at a national level. One National 
Minimum Data Set may include data elements that are also included in another National Minimum Data 
Set. A National Minimum Data Set is contingent upon a national agreement to collect uniform data and to 
supply it as part of the national collection, but does not preclude agencies and service providers from 
collecting additional data to meet their own specific needs.

The National Health Data Dictionary contains definitions of data elements that are included in National 
Minimum Data Set collections in the health sector, including data elements used to derive some of the 
performance indicators required under Australian Health Care Agreements (bilateral agreements between 
the Commonwealth and State/Territory governments about funding and delivery of health services). The 
Dictionary also contains some data elements that are not currently included in any agreed National 
Minimum Data Set collection but have been developed and endorsed as appropriate national standards. 
That is, all data elements used in National Minimum Data Sets are included in the Dictionary, but not all 
data elements in the Dictionary are included in National Minimum Data Sets.

The National Health Data Dictionary, Version 10, identifies data elements from the following national 
minimum data sets:

1 Admitted patient care NMDS

(formerly part of Institutional health care NMDS)

2 Admitted patient mental health care NMDS

(formerly named Institutional mental health care NMDS)

3 Admitted patient palliative care NMDS

(formerly named Palliative care NMDS)

4 Alcohol and other drug treatment services NMDS

5 Community mental health care NMDS

(now contains only patient level data)

6 Community mental health establishments NMDS

(split from Community mental health care NMDS and now contains only establishment level data)

7 Elective surgery waiting times NMDS

8 Emergency Department waiting times NMDS

9 Health labourforce NMDS

10 Injury surveillance NMDS

11 Perinatal NMDS

12 Public hospital establishments NMDS

(formerly part of Institutional health care NMDS and now contains only establishment level data)

Descriptions of these National Minimum Data Sets follow.
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Admitted patient care NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2001 Version number: 2

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1989

Scope: Episodes of care for admitted patients in all public and private acute and 
psychiatric hospitals, free standing day hospital facilities and alcohol and drug 
treatment centres in Australia. Hospitals operated by the Australian Defence 
Force, corrections authorities and in Australia’s off-shore Territories may also be 
included. Hospitals specialising in dental, ophthalmic aids and other specialised 
acute medical or surgical care are included.

Statistical units: Episodes of care for admitted patients

Collection 
methodology:

Data are collected at each hospital from patient administrative and clinical record 
systems. Hospitals forward data to the relevant State or Territory health authority 
on a regular basis (for example, monthly).

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Activity when injured, version 2 ......................................................page 272

Additional diagnosis, version 4 .......................................................page 130

Admission date, version 4 .................................................................page 285

Admitted patient election status, version 1 ....................................page 116

Area of usual residence, version 3 ...................................................page 198

Care type, version 4 ............................................................................page 323

Country of birth, version 3∇ ................................................................page 22

Date of birth, version 3∇ .......................................................................page 23

Diagnosis related group, version 1 ..................................................page 148

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ .................................................page 184

Establishment number, version 3∇ ....................................................page 186

Establishment sector, version 3∇ .......................................................page 203

Establishment type, version 1 ...........................................................page 187

External cause—admitted patient, version .....................................page 274

Funding source for hospital patient, version 1♦ .............................page 120

Indigenous status, version 3 ...............................................................page 26

Infant weight, neonate, stillborn, version 3 ....................................page 152

Intended length of hospital stay, version 2∇ ....................................page 408

Inter-hospital contracted patient, version 2 ....................................page 252

Major diagnostic category, version 1 ...............................................page 153

Medicare eligibility status, version 1 ...............................................page 123

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version



National Health Data Dictionary, version 10

National minimum data sets 3

Data elements 
included (continued):

Mental health legal status, version 5 ............................................... page 126

Mode of admission, version 4 .......................................................... page 301

Mode of separation, version 3 .......................................................... page 377

Number of days of hospital in the home care, version 1♦ ........... page  379

Number of leave periods, version 3 ................................................ page 380

Number of qualified days for newborns, version 2 ...................... page 420

Person identifier, version 1 ............................................................... page 258

Place of occurrence of external cause of injury, version 5 ............ page 212

Principal diagnosis, version 3 .......................................................... page 168

Procedure, version 5 .......................................................................... page 362

Region code, version 2 ...................................................................... page 191

Separation date, version 5 ................................................................ page 388

Sex, version 2 ........................................................................................ page 30

Source of referral to public psychiatric hospital, version 3 ......... page 310

State identifier, version 2 .................................................................. page 202

Total leave days, version 3 ................................................................ page 390

Total psychiatric care days, version 2 ............................................. page 428

Urgency of admission, version 1 ..................................................... page 404

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Acute care for admitted patients, version 1 ................................... page 320

Admission, version 3 ......................................................................... page 284

Admitted patient, version 1 ............................................................. page 248

Episode of care, version 1 ................................................................. page 337

Hospital, version 1 ............................................................................. page 206

Hospital boarder, version 1 .............................................................. page 251

Live birth, version 1 ........................................................................... page 265

Neonate, version 1 ............................................................................. page 159

Newborn qualification status, version 2 ........................................ page 347

Patient, version 1 ................................................................................ page 257

Same-day patient, version 1 ............................................................. page 259

Separation, version 3 ......................................................................... page 387

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Scope links with other 
NMDSs:

Episodes of care for admitted patients which occur partly or fully in designated 
psychiatric units of public acute hospitals or in public psychiatric hospitals:

• Admitted patient mental health care NMDS, version 2

Episodes of care for admitted patients where care type is palliative care:

• Admitted patient palliative care NMDS, version 2

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

Number of days of hospital in the home care data will be collected from all states 
and territories except Western Australia from 1 July 2001. Western Australia will 
begin to collect data from a later date. 

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Admitted patient mental health care NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2001 Version number: 2

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1997

Scope: The scope of this minimum data set is restricted to admitted patients receiving 
care in psychiatric hospitals or in designated psychiatric units in acute hospitals. 
The scope does not currently include patients who may be receiving treatment for 
psychiatric conditions in acute hospitals who are not in psychiatric units.

Statistical units: Episodes of care for admitted patients

Collection 
methodology:

Data are collected at each hospital from patient administrative and clinical record 
systems. Hospitals forward data to the relevant State or Territory health authority 
on a regular basis (for example, monthly).

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Additional diagnosis, version 4 .......................................................page 130

Admission date, version 4 .................................................................page 285

Area of usual residence, version 3 ...................................................page 198

Care type, version 4 ............................................................................page 323

Country of birth, version 3∇ ................................................................page 22

Date of birth, version 3∇ .......................................................................page 23

Diagnosis related group, version 1 ..................................................page 148

Employment status—acute hospital and private psychiatric

 hospital admissions, version 2 ................................................page 64

Employment status—public psychiatric hospital admissions,

 version 2 .....................................................................................page 65

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ .................................................page 184

Funding source for hospital patient, version 1♦ .............................page 120

Indigenous status, version 3 ...............................................................page 26

Intended length of hospital stay, version 2∇ ....................................page 408

Major diagnostic category, version 1 ...............................................page 153

Marital status, version 3∇ ...................................................................page 104

Mental health legal status, version 5 ...............................................page 126

Mode of separation, version 3 ..........................................................page 377

Number of days of hospital in the home care, version 1♦ ...........page  379

Pension status—psychiatric patients, version 2 ............................ page 125

Person identifier, version 1 ............................................................... page 258

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version



National Health Data Dictionary, version 10

National minimum data sets 5

Data elements 
included (continued):

Previous specialised treatment, version 3 ...................................... page 305

Principal diagnosis, version 3 .......................................................... page 168

Referral to further care (psychiatric patients), version 1 ............. page 386

Separation date, version 5 ................................................................ page 388

Sex, version 2 ........................................................................................ page 30

Source of referral to public psychiatric hospital, version 3 ......... page 310

Total leave days, version 3 ................................................................ page 390

Total psychiatric care days, version 2 ............................................. page 428

Type of accommodation, version 2 ..................................................page 113

Type of usual accommodation, version 1 ........................................page 115

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Admission, version 3 ......................................................................... page 284

Admitted patient, version 3 ............................................................. page 248

Episode of care, version 1 ................................................................. page 337

Hospital, version 1 ............................................................................. page 206

Patient, version 1 ................................................................................ page 257

Separation, version 3 ......................................................................... page 387

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Scope links with other 
NMDSs:

Episodes of care for admitted patients which occur partly or fully in designated 
psychiatric units of public acute hospitals or in public psychiatric hospitals:

• Admitted patient care NMDS, version 2

• Admitted patient palliative care NMDS, version 2

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

Number of days of hospital in the home care data will be collected from all states 
and territories except Western Australia from 1 July 2001. Western Australia will 
begin to collect data from a later date. 

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Admitted patient palliative care NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2001 Version number: 2

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 2000

Scope: The scope of this data set is admitted patients receiving palliative care in all public 
and private acute hospitals, and free standing day hospital facilities. Hospitals 
operated by the Australian Defence Force, correctional authorities and Australia’s 
external Territories are not currently included.

Palliative care patients are identified by the data element ‘Care type’.

Statistical units: Episodes of care for admitted patients

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Additional diagnosis, version 4 .......................................................page 130

Admission date, version 4 .................................................................page 285

Area of usual residence, version 3 ...................................................page 198

Care type, version 4 ............................................................................page 323

Country of birth, version 3∇ ................................................................page 22

Date of birth, version 3∇ ...................................................................... page 23

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ ................................................ page 184

Funding source for hospital patient, version 1♦ ............................ page 120

Indigenous status, version 3 .............................................................. page 26

Mode of admission, version 4 .......................................................... page 301

Mode of separation, version 3 ......................................................... page 377

Number of days of hospital in the home care, version 1♦ ...........page  379

Person identifier, version 1 ............................................................... page 258

Previous specialised treatment, version 3 ...................................... page 305

Principal diagnosis, version 3 .......................................................... page 168

Separation date, version 5 ................................................................ page 388

Sex, version 2 ........................................................................................ page 30

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Admission, version 3 .........................................................................page 284

Admitted patient, version 3 ..............................................................page 248

Episode of care, version 1 ..................................................................page 337

Hospital, version 1 .............................................................................page 206

Patient, version 1 ................................................................................page 257

Separation, version 3 ..........................................................................page 387

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Scope links with other 
NMDSs:

Episodes of care for admitted patients which occur partly or fully in designated 
psychiatric units of public acute hospitals or in public psychiatric hospitals:

• Admitted patient care NMDS, version 2

• Admitted patient mental health care NMDS, version 2

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

Number of days of hospital in the home care data will be collected from all states 
and territories except Western Australia from 1 July 2001. Western Australia will 
begin to collect data from a later date. 
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Alcohol and other drug treatment services NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2001 Version number: 2

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 2000

Scope: Publicly funded government and non-government agencies providing alcohol 
and/or drug treatment services. Including community-based ambulatory services 
and outpatient services.

Services in prisons and other correctional institutions will be excluded from the 
coverage of the collection at this stage. Methadone treatment services are also 
excluded. ’Sobering-up’ shelters will be excluded from the coverage where they 
are primarily concerned with overnight stays. ’Half-way houses’ will be excluded 
if they are primarily accommodation services. Admitted patients in psychiatric 
hospitals or general hospital wards are excluded. Information required about 
patients in hospitals will be extracted from currently available morbidity data.

Statistical units: Completed treatment episodes for clients with alcohol and drug problems.

Collection 
methodology:

Data to be reported in each agency on completed treatment episode and then 
forwarded to State/Territory authorities for collation.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Client type, version 1 .........................................................................page 287

Country of birth, version 3∇ ................................................................page 22

Date of birth, version 3∇ .......................................................................page 23

Date of commencement of treatment episode for alcohol and

 other drugs, version 1 .............................................................page 295

Date of cessation of treatment episode for alcohol and other

 drugs, version 2♦ ......................................................................page 374

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ .................................................page 184

Establishment type, version 1 ...........................................................page 187

Geographic location of establishment, version 2 ...........................page 200

Indigenous status, version 3 ...............................................................page 26

Injecting drug use, version 1 ...............................................................page 82

Main treatment type for alcohol and other drugs, version1♦ .......page 344

Method of use for principal drug of concern, version 1 .................page 83

Number of service contacts within a treatment episode for

 alcohol and other drugs, version 1♦ ......................................page 381

Other drugs of concern, version 1 ....................................................page 162

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Data elements 
included (continued):

Other treatment type for alcohol and other drugs, version 1♦ .... page 382

Person identifier, version 1 ............................................................... page 258

Preferred language, version 2 .......................................................... page 107

Principal drug of concern, version 1 ............................................... page 170

Reason for cessation of treatment episode for alcohol and

 other drugs, version 2♦ ........................................................... page 384

Sex, version 2 ........................................................................................ page 30

Source of referral to alcohol and other drug treatment service,

 version 1 ................................................................................... page 308

Treatment delivery setting for alcohol and other drugs,

 version 1♦ ................................................................................. page 209

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Cessation of treatment episode for alcohol and other drugs,

 version 2♦ ................................................................................. page 372

Commencement of treatment episode for alcohol and other drugs,

 version 2∇ ................................................................................. page 288

Service contact, version 1♦ ................................................................ page 364

Treatment episode for alcohol and other drugs, version 1♦  ........ page 367

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Community mental health care NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2001 Version number: 2

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 2000

Scope: Patient level data: Data required for reporting by specialised psychiatric services 
that deliver ambulatory services, in both institutional and community settings. It 
does not extend to services provided to patients who are in general (non-
specialised) care who may be receiving treatment or rehabilitation for psychiatric 
conditions.

The data provided through the Community mental health care NMDS 
supplements that reported for psychiatric and acute care hospitals through the 
Admitted patient mental health care NMDS.

Statistical units: Service contact dates

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Area of usual residence, version 3♦ ..................................................page 198

Country of birth, version 3♦ ................................................................page 22

Date of birth, version 3∇ .......................................................................page 23

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ .................................................page 184

Marital status, version 3♦ ...................................................................page 104

Indigenous status, version 3 ...............................................................page 26

Mental health legal status, version 5 ...............................................page 126

Person identifier, version 1 ................................................................page 258

Principal diagnosis, version 3 ...........................................................page 168

Service contact date, version 1 ..........................................................page 365

Sex, version 2 .........................................................................................page 30

Supporting data 
element concepts

Service contact, version 1 ..................................................................page 364

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Community mental health establishments NMDS

Admin. status CURRENT 1/07/2000 Version number: 1

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1998

Scope: Data required for reporting by specialised psychiatric services that deliver 
ambulatory services, in both institutional and community settings and/or 
community-based residential care. It does not extend to services provided to 
patients who are in general (non-specialised) care who may be receiving treatment 
or rehabilitation for psychiatric conditions.

The data provided through the NMDS—Community Mental Health 
Establishments supplements that reported for psychiatric and acute care hospitals 
through the NMDS—Admitted Patient Mental Health Care.

Statistical units: Establishment level data.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ ..................................................page 184

Establishment number, version 3∇ ....................................................page 186

Establishment sector, version 2 .........................................................page 203

Full time equivalent staff, version 2 .................................................page 226

Geographical location of establishment, version 2 ........................page 200

Interest payments, version 1 .............................................................page 230

Non-salary operating costs, version 1 .............................................page 232

Number of available beds for admitted patients, version 2 .........page 444

Payments to visiting medical officers, version 1 ............................page 235

Region code, version 2 .......................................................................page 191

Salaries and wages, version 1 ...........................................................page 237

Separations, version 2 ........................................................................page 426

State identifier, version 2 ...................................................................page 202

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Patient, version 2 ................................................................................ page 257

Separation, version 3 ......................................................................... page 387

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Elective surgery waiting times NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2001 Version number: 2

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1994

Scope: The scope of this minimum data set is patients on waiting lists for elective surgery 
(as defined in the Waiting list category data element) in public acute hospitals. 
Hospitals may also collect information for other care (as defined in the Waiting list 
category data element), but these are not part of the NMDS for elective surgery 
waiting times.

Hospitals operated by the Australian Defence Force, corrections authorities and 
Australia’s external Territories are not currently included.

To monitor waiting times for patients who are yet to be admitted to hospital, the 
scope is patients on elective surgery waiting lists at the census date.

To monitor waiting times for patients who have been admitted for elective 
surgery, the scope is patients who are admitted to hospital from elective surgery 
waiting lists, and who undergo the procedure for which they were waiting on an 
elective basis.

Data are also collected on the number of patients who have been removed from an 
elective surgery waiting list for reasons other than admission on an elective basis 
for the elective surgery for which they were waiting.

Statistical units: Patients on waiting lists on census dates; patients removed from waiting lists (for 
admission or other reason) during each financial year.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Census dates are 30 September, 31 December, 31 March and 30 June

Data elements 
included:

Category reassignment date, version 2 ...........................................page 392

Census date, version 2 .......................................................................page 368

Clinical urgency, version 2 ................................................................page 394

Extended wait patient, version 1 ......................................................page 414

Establishment identifier, version 3♦ .................................................page 184

Establishment number, version 3♦ ...................................................page 186

Establishment sector, version 3♦ .......................................................page 203

Indicator procedure, version 3 .........................................................page 340

Listing date for care, version 3∇ ........................................................page 300

Overdue patient, version 3 ................................................................page 422

Patient listing status, version 3 .........................................................page 302

Reason for removal from elective surgery waiting list,

 version 3∇ ..................................................................................page 307

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Data elements 
included (continued):

Region code, version 2♦ ..................................................................... page 191

Surgical specialty, version 1 ............................................................... page 80

Waiting list category, version 3 ........................................................ page 315

Waiting time at a census date, version 1 ........................................ page 439

Waiting time at admission, version 1 .............................................. page 441

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Clinical review, version 1 .................................................................. page 393

Elective care, version 1 ...................................................................... page 335

Elective surgery, version 1 ................................................................ page 336

Hospital census, version 1 ................................................................ page 369

Hospital waiting list, version 1 ........................................................ page 299

Non-elective care, version 1 ............................................................. page 354

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

Nil

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Emergency Department waiting times NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2000 Version number: 1

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1999

Scope: The scope of this data set is to be negotiated between Commonwealth and State/
Territory Government health authorities. It is likely that data will only be required 
for reporting by metropolitan hospitals and larger rural/regional hospitals.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Date of commencement of service event, version 2∇ .................... page 333

Date of triage, version 1 .................................................................... page 396

Date patient presents, version 2∇ ..................................................... page 297

Departure status, version 1 .............................................................. page 376

Emergency Department waiting time to service delivery,

 version 1 .................................................................................. page 413

Establishment number, version 3∇ ................................................... page 186

Time of commencement of service event, version 2∇ ................... page 366

Time of triage, version 1 ................................................................... page 401

Time patient presents, version 2∇ .....................................................page 311

Triage category, version 1 ................................................................. page 402

Type of visit to Emergency Department, version 2∇ ..................... page 314

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Patient, version 1 ............................................................................... page 257

Patient presentation at Emergency Department, version 2 ......... page 304

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Health labour force NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2000 Version number: 1

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1989

Scope: The scope of this set of data elements is all health occupations. National 
collections using this data set have been undertaken for the professions of 
medicine, nursing, dentistry, pharmacy, physiotherapy and podiatry, using labour 
force questionnaires in the annual renewal of registration to practice.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Classification of health labourforce job, version 1 .......................... page 62

Date of birth, version 3∇ ...................................................................... page 23

Hours on-call (not worked) by medical practitioner, version 2 .... page 68

Hours worked by health professional, version 2 ............................ page 69

Hours worked by medical practitioner in direct patient care,

 version 2 ..................................................................................... page 71

Principal area of clinical practice, version 1 ..................................... page 73

Principal role of health professional, version 1 ............................... page 75

Profession labour force status of health professional, version 1 ... page 77

Type and sector of employment establishment, version 1 ........... page 204

Total hours worked by medical practitioner, version 2 .................. page 81

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Health labour force, version 1 ............................................................ page 67

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Injury surveillance NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2000 Version number: 1

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1989

Scope: The scope of this minimum data set is patient level data from selected Emergency 
Departments of hospitals and other settings.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Activity when injured, version 2 ......................................................page 272

Bodily location of main injury, version 1 ........................................page 137

External cause—admitted patient, version 4 ..................................page 274

External cause—human intent, version 4 .......................................page 276

Narrative description of injury event, version 1 ............................page 280

Nature of main injury—non-admitted patient, version 1 ............page 156

Place of occurrence of external cause of injury, version 5 ............page 212

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Nil

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Perinatal NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2000 Version number: 1

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1997

Scope: The scope of this minimum data set is all births in Australia in hospitals, birth 
centres and the community. The data set includes information on all births, both 
live and stillborn, of at least 20 weeks gestation or 400g birth weight.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Actual place of birth, version 1 ........................................................page 210

Birth order, version 1 .........................................................................page 262

Birth plurality, version 1 ...................................................................page 263

Country of birth, version 3∇ ................................................................page 22

Date of birth, version 3∇ ......................................................................page 23

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ .................................................page 184

First day of last menstrual period, version 1 .................................page 149

Gestational age, version 1 .................................................................page 151

Indigenous status, version 3 ...............................................................page 26

Infant weight, neonate, stillborn, version 3 ...................................page 152

Method of birth, version 1 ................................................................page 266

Onset of labour, version 2 .................................................................page 267

Perinatal period, version 1 ............................................................... page 164

Person identifier, version 1 ............................................................... page 258

Separation date, version 5 ................................................................ page 388

Sex, version 2 ........................................................................................ page 30

State/Territory of birth, version 1 ................................................... page 214

Status of the baby, version 1 ............................................................. page 173

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Birthweight, version 1 ....................................................................... page 136

Gestational age, version 1 ................................................................. page 150

Live birth, version 1 ........................................................................... page 265

Neonate, version 1 ............................................................................. page 159

Neonatal death, version 1 ................................................................. page 281

Stillbirth (foetal death), version 1 .................................................... page 282

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.
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Public hospital establishments NMDS

Admin. status: CURRENT 1/07/2000 Version number: 1

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data record type: NATIONAL MINIMUM DATA SET

Start date: 1 July 1989

Scope: The scope of this dataset is establishment level data for public acute and 
psychiatric hospitals, including hospitals operated for or by the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs, and alcohol and drug treatment centres.

From version 9 Patient level data remains in the new NMDS called Admitted 
patient care. These new NMDS replace the version 8 NMDS called Institutional 
health care.

Similar data for private hospitals and free standing day hospital facilities is 
collected by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in the Private Health 
Establishments Collection.

Hospitals operated by the Australian Defence Force, corrections authorities and 
Australia’s external Territories are not currently included. Hospitals specialising 
in dental, ophthalmic aids and other specialised acute medical or surgical care are 
included.

Statistical units: Public hospital establishments

Collection 
methodology:

Data are collected at each hospital from patient administrative and clinical record 
systems. Hospitals forward data to the relevant State or Territory health authority 
on a regular basis (for example, monthly.

National reporting 
arrangements:

State and Territory health authorities provide the data to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare for national collation, on an annual basis.

Periods for which data 
are collected and 
nationally collated:

Financial years ending 30 June each year

Data elements 
included:

Administrative expenses, version 1 ................................................ page 221

Capital expenditure, version 1 ......................................................... page 216

Capital expenditure—gross (accrual accounting, version 2) ....... page 218

Capital expenditure—net (accrual accounting, version 2) .......... page 220

Depreciation, version 1 ..................................................................... page 222

Domestic services, version 1 ............................................................ page 223

Drug supplies, version 1 ................................................................... page 224

Establishment identifier, version 3∇ ................................................. page 184

Establishment type, version 1 .......................................................... page 187

Food supplies, version 1 ................................................................... page 225

Full-time equivalent staff, version 2 ............................................... page 226

Geographical location of establishment, version 2 ....................... page 200

Group sessions, version 1 ................................................................. page 338

Indirect health care expenditure, version 1 .................................... page 228

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version
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Data elements 
included (continued):

Individual/group session, version 1 ...............................................page 343

Interest payments, version 1 .............................................................page 230

Medical and surgical supplies, version 1 ........................................page 231

Number of available beds for admitted patients, version 2 .........page 444

Occasions of service, version 1 .........................................................page 421

Other recurrent expenditure, version 1 ...........................................page 233

Other revenues, version 1 .................................................................page 445

Patient days, version 3 .......................................................................page 423

Patient revenue, version 1 .................................................................page 446

Patient transport, version 1 ...............................................................page 234

Payments to visiting medical officers, version 1 ............................page 235

Recoveries, version 1 ..........................................................................page 447

Repairs and maintenance, version 1 ................................................page 236

Salaries and wages, version 1 ...........................................................page 237

Separations, version 2 ........................................................................page 426

Specialised service indicators ...........................................................page 192

Superannuation employer contributions (including funding basis,

 version 1 ...................................................................................page 239

Teaching status, version 1 .................................................................page 195

Type of non-admitted patient care, version 1 .................................page 431

Type of non-admitted patient care (public psychiatric, alcohol and

 drug), version 1 .......................................................................page 436

Supporting data 
element concepts:

Hospital, version 1 .............................................................................page 206

Hospital boarder, version 1 ...............................................................page 251

Non-admitted patient, version 1 ......................................................page 255

Overnight-stay patient, version 2 ....................................................page 256

Patient, version 2 ................................................................................page 257

Same-day patient, version 1 ..............................................................page 259

Separation, version 3 ..........................................................................page 387

Data elements in 
common with other 
NMDSs:

See Appendix J

Scope links with other 
NMDSs:

Episodes of care for admitted patients which occur partly or fully in designated 
psychiatric units of public acute hospitals or in public psychiatric hospitals:

• Admitted patient care NMDS, version 1

• Admitted patient mental health care NMDS, version 1

• Admitted patient palliative care NMDS, version 1

Source organisation: National Health Information Management Group

Comments: Statistical units are entities from or about which statistics are collected or in 
respect of which statistics are compiled, tabulated or published.

♦  new in NMDS this version ∇ modified this version


