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characteristics
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Population and family characteristics
Size of the youth population
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Source: ABS 1982:5,20; AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimated resident population for 1981 to 1998, and population 
projections to 2021, Series K).
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Population and family characteristics
Youth as a proportion of the total population
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Source: ABS 1982:5,20; AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimated resident population for 1981 to 1998, and population 
projections to 2021, Series K).
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Population and family characteristics
Age and sex structure
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Source: AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimated resident population 1998, preliminary).
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Population and family characteristics
State/Territory of residence
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State/Territory
Population
aged 12–24

Total
population

Percentage of
State/Territory

population
aged 12–24

Per cent
distribution of

Australian
population
aged 12–24

Per cent
distribution of

Australian popu-
lation (all ages)

New South Wales 1,145,746 6,341,594 18.1 33.0 33.8

Victoria 852,479 4,660,885 18.3 24.6 24.9

Queensland 662,063 3,456,345 19.2 19.1 18.4

Western Australia 354,694 1,831,399 19.4 10.2 9.8

South Australia 262,016 1,487,294 17.6 7.6 7.9

Tasmania 86,387 471,885 18.3 2.5 2.5

Australian Capital 
Territory 65,579 308,411 21.3 1.9 1.6

Northern Territory 40,584 189,991 21.4 1.2 1.0

Australia 3,470,115 18,750,982 18.5 100.0 100.0

Note: Per cent distributions may not total to 100.0 due to rounding.

Source: AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimated resident population, June 1998 preliminary). 
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Population and family characteristics
Youth in rural, remote and metropolitan areas
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Area Males 15–24 years Females 15–24 years All persons

Capital cities 66.1 67.2 63.7

Other metropolitan centres 7.7 7.7 7.6

Rural centres 12.1 12.2 12.5

Other rural areas 11.0 10.1 13.3

Remote centres and areas 3.1 2.7 3.0

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Number 1,361,342 1,305,550 18,529,112

Note: Per cent distributions may not total to 100.0 due to rounding.

Source: AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimates of the resident population by SLA, 1997). 
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Population and family characteristics
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Source: AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimates of the resident population by SLA, 1997).
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Population and family characteristics
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth
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Age group

Aboriginal and
Torres Strait

Islander youth
(number)

All youth
(number)

Aboriginal and
Torres Strait

Islander youth as
percentage of

Australian
population

Age group as
percentage

of total:
Aboriginal and

Torres Strait
Islander youth

Age group as
percentage

of total:
all youth

15–19 38,014 1,279,119 3.0 9.8 7.0

20–24 36,637 1,396,866 2.6 9.5 7.6

15–24 74,651 2,675,985 2.8 19.3 14.6

All ages 386,049 18,310,714 2.1 . . . .

Source: AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimates of Indigenous population, 1996).
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Population and family characteristics
Country of birth of youth
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Place of birth
Youth

(ages 12–24) Total population

Youth as
percentage of

total population

Per cent
distribution of

youth by
birthplace

Per cent
distribution of

total population
by birthplace

Australia 2,940,218 14,356,612 20.5 84.7 76.6

New Zealand 59,864 339,323 17.6 1.7 1.8

UK and Ireland 72,093 1,230,394 5.9 2.1 6.6

Other Europe 56,907 1,197,684 4.8 1.6 6.4

Asia 261,801 1,178,723 22.2 7.5 6.3

All other 79,232 448,246 17.8 2.3 2.4

Total 3,470,115 18,750,982 18.5 100.0 100.0

Source: AIHW Population Database (from ABS estimates of country of birth, 1998 preliminary).
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Population and family characteristics
Living arrangements 
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Population and family characteristics
Activity status
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Population and family characteristics
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