
11 Reproductive and sexual 
health issues
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Reproductive and sexual health issues
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Sources: ABS 1977, 1982, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1998a.
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Age (years) Number Rate per 100,000 women Rate per 1,000 births

12 — — —

13 2 2

179(b)14 15 12

15 62 48

16 164 129 155

17 265 210 119

18 334 266 94

19 411 325 82

20 476 371 80

21 553 424 82

22 534 400 65

23 648 475 67

24 733 523 64

12–24 4,197 248 77

(a)  By principal diagnosis.

(b)  For ages 13–15.

Source: AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database.
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Duration (weeks)

Maternal age (years)

Less than 20 20–24 All ages

Less than 32 2.1 1.5 1.4

32–36 6.6 5.3 5.3

37–41 88.8 90.6 91.0

42 and over 2.5 2.7 2.3

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Number of confinements 13,373 45,863 253,413

Note: These data include live births and stillbirths.

Source: Day et al. 1999:66.
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Birthweight 
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Sexually-transmissible diseases
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Note: The rates for chlamyidia have been calculated using the population aged 12–24 years in all States and Territories except 
New South Wales.

Source: National Centre for Disease Control (unpublished data).
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Disease (correct answer)

Year 10 Year 12

Males Females Males Females

Gonorrhoea (yes) 44.2 47.5 69.5 69.5

Glandular fever (no) 62.1 72.5 72.8 83.2

Genital herpes (yes) 77.0 87.0 93.7 95.3

Flu (no) 81.8 87.2 87.1 93.5

Venereal disease (yes) 35.9 34.3 54.9 52.6

Measles (no) 77.9 82.9 83.2 91.4

Syphilis (yes) 40.1 39.4 69.8 69.0

Chicken pox (no) 81.3 84.3 85.4 93.3

HIV/AIDS (yes) 98.2 99.2 99.6 99.3

Chlamydia (yes) 30.6 37.3 53.7 66.1

Mumps (no) 69.1 75.6 81.3 87.9

Tuberculosis (no) 36.8 37.9 56.7 62.2

Genital warts (yes) 70.7 84.8 88.4 93.2

Impetigo (no) 45.1 53.2 45.1 56.7

Pelvic inflammatory disease (yes) 41.5 46.7 38.2 49.9

Source: Lindsay et al. 1997:20. 
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Sex

Year 10 Year 12

1992 1997 1992 1997

To become infected with HIV

Males 8.1 3.9 4.7 4.7

Females 11.7 7.7 9.5 6.9

To get an STD

Males 11.5 10.0 11.4 8.9

Females 15.3 11.4 14.9 14.1

To get any form of hepatitis

Males n.a. 10.8 n.a. 9.9

Females n.a. 12.2 n.a. 15.5

Source: Lindsay et al. 1997:42–6; question on hepatitis not asked in 1992.
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Sex

Year 10 Year 12

1992 1997 1992 1997

Had an HIV antibody test

Males 2.2 3.0 5.5 5.1

Females 1.9 2.5 3.2 5.8

Been diagnosed with an STD

Males n.a. 1.3 n.a. 2.4

Females n.a. 0.8 n.a. 2.2

Been diagnosed with hepatitis

Males

Hepatitis A n.a. 1.1 n.a. 0.8

Hepatitis B n.a. 1.2 n.a. 0.6

Hepatitis C n.a. 0.5 n.a. 0.3

Not sure which type n.a. 0.9 n.a. 0.4

Females

Hepatitis A n.a. 0.1 n.a. 0.1

Hepatitis B n.a. 0.5 n.a. 0.4

Hepatitis C n.a. 0.3 n.a. 0.1

Not sure which type n.a. 0.9 n.a. 0.9

Note: For sample sizes see Table 11.3; sample sizes may vary slightly due to exclusion of non-responses.

Source: Lindsay et al. 1997:50, 51; questions on STD and hepatitis not asked in 1992.
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