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Summary 

This report provides an overview of assistance given to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
clients and their accompanying children by the Supported Accommodation Assistance 
Program (SAAP) during 2006–07. 

Demographic profile of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander clients 
and accompanying children (Chapter 2) 
During 2006–07, 37,800 Indigenous Australians attended a SAAP agency. Of these, 20,100 
(18%) were clients and 17,700 (27%) were accompanying children. A greater proportion of 
Indigenous clients were female (72%) than for non-Indigenous clients (59%) and Indigenous 
clients were generally younger than non-Indigenous clients, with a median age of 28 years 
compared with 30 years. 

Indigenous Australians were more likely to have attended a SAAP agency than  
non-Indigenous Australians. On average 1 in 19 Indigenous Australians became a SAAP 
client, compared with 1 in 200 non-Indigenous Australians. Indigenous children were also 
more likely to have accompanied their parent or guardian to a SAAP agency; on average 1 in 
13 Indigenous children aged 0–17 years, compared with 1 in 98 non-Indigenous children. 

Type and location of SAAP agency attended (Chapters 3 and 4) 
In 2006–07, 38% of support periods for Indigenous clients were provided by SAAP agencies 
primarily targeting women escaping domestic violence, compared with 21% for non-
Indigenous clients. Compared with non-Indigenous clients, smaller proportions of support 
periods for Indigenous clients were provided by agencies primarily targeting single men and 
those agencies with a general focus.  

Indigenous clients generally attended SAAP agencies in more remote locations than non-
Indigenous clients. Sixty-four per cent of support periods for Indigenous clients were 
provided by agencies located outside of Major Cities, compared with just 28% of support 
periods for non-Indigenous clients. 

Main reason for seeking assistance (Chapter 3) 
Domestic or family violence was the single main reason for seeking SAAP assistance given in 
the greatest proportion of support periods (in 29% for Indigenous and 22% for non-
Indigenous clients). Note that the higher figure seen here for Indigenous clients was 
influenced by the greater proportion of support periods provided to Indigenous females.  

Length of support and accommodation (Chapter 5) 
On average, Indigenous clients had shorter support periods than non-Indigenous clients, 
with a mean length of 47 days compared with 54 days, and a median length of 7 days 
compared with 9 days. Indigenous males tended to have longer support periods than 
Indigenous females. 
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Just over half (53%) of the closed support periods for Indigenous clients included at least one 
period of accommodation; higher than the 38% of closed support periods for non-Indigenous 
clients. Indigenous clients generally had shorter stays in accommodation, with a mean length 
of accommodation of 32 days compared with 56 days and a median length of 6 days 
compared with 13 days. 

Services required and their provision (Chapter 6) 
Housing or accommodation support was the broad type of service most often required for 
Indigenous clients; recorded in 73% of closed support periods, higher than the 64% recorded 
for non-Indigenous clients. Basic support and other services were also required in a greater 
proportion of closed support periods for Indigenous than non-Indigenous clients. Like 
Indigenous clients, Indigenous accompanying children required accommodation and the 
basic support types in a greater proportion of their closed accompanying child support 
periods than non-Indigenous accompanying children.  

SAAP agencies were able to provide the majority of services required for both clients and 
accompanying children, regardless of Indigenous status. Just 4% of the services required for 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous clients remained unmet (neither provided nor referred) 
at the end of SAAP  support, and the corresponding figures were 2% for Indigenous 
accompanying children and 3% for non-Indigenous accompanying children. 

Circumstances before and after support (Chapter 7) 
Indigenous clients were most often living in a house or flat before and after support, and 
reported this type of accommodation a greater proportion of the time when compared with 
non-Indigenous clients. Indigenous clients were also more likely to have been renting their 
accommodation from a public or community housing authority than non-Indigenous clients. 

Indigenous clients most often reported that they were not in the labour force (before and 
after roughly three quarters of their closed support periods) and that their main source of 
income was a government payment. The Parenting Payment was the government payment 
most often received by Indigenous clients, followed by Newstart Allowance.  

Indigenous clients reported living with relatives or friends short term before and after 
support more often than non-Indigenous clients. Indigenous clients reported living alone 
before and after a smaller proportion of their support periods than non-Indigenous clients. 

The sex of the client influenced what they reported before and after support, and as a greater 
proportion of Indigenous clients were female, often the overall Indigenous numbers and 
percentages more closely resembled what was reported by Indigenous females.  

Case management (Chapter 8) 
Over half (57%) of closed support periods provided to Indigenous clients had a case 
management plan in place by the end of support, slightly lower than the 61% recorded for 
non-Indigenous clients. Where a case management plan was put in place for an Indigenous 
client, at least some of the goals set out in the plan were achieved in 93% of their closed 
support periods.  



 

 


