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Introduction

This document sets out definitions, data items, classifications and counting rules for the compilation of national data on children in ‘out-of-home care’. The data are required for both the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s publication Child Protection Australia and for the Report on Government Services compiled by the Productivity Commission. The standards reflect the requirements of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) and state and territory departments responsible for child protection for 2007–08. 

The tables outlined in this document should be compiled by each state and territory and forwarded to the AIHW. If you cannot adhere to the definitions and counting rules specified in this document, please provide clear footnotes outlining the table that is affected, the definitions you are using and any other comments that may assist in the interpretation of the data.

Scope and coverage

The collection includes all children in ‘out-of-home care’ during the year ended 30 June 2008, as well as children admitted to care and children exiting care in 2007–08. ‘Out-of-home care’ is defined as out-of-home overnight care for children aged 0– 17 years, where the state makes a financial payment or where a financial payment has been offered but has been declined by the carer. This includes placements with relatives (other than parents) where the state makes a financial payment or where a financial payment has been offered but has been declined by the carer. Children who are living with their parents are excluded from this collection. It should be noted that children in ‘out-of-home care’ include children in both legal and voluntary placements.

The collection does not include placements solely funded by disability services, psychiatric services, SAAP, juvenile justice facilities, or overnight child care services. 

Part 1: Changes to counting rules of the previous year

· The scope of this document has been amended to include carers who have declined an offer of financial reimbursement/payment. Previously, only carers who received a financial payment were included in this collection. This has also been amended in the definitions of: relative/kinship carers under ‘caregiver type (for Indigenous children)’, ‘foster care’, ‘out-of-home care’ and ‘placement type’ in Part 2.
· The scope of this document has been amended to read ‘The collection does not include placements solely funded by disability services, psychiatric services , juvenile justice, overnight child care services or SAAP’. Previously, this had read ‘The collection does not include placements made in…’. This amendment has also been made to the definition of ‘out-of-home care’ in Part 2.
· The ‘other relative/kin’ and ‘other non-Indigenous caregiver’ categories defined under ‘caregiver type (for Indigenous children)’ in Part 2 have been amended to include caregivers of unknown Indigenous status. 

· A new counting rule has been added to Table 5 and 6, to clarify that where a placement changes during the year and there is no break long enough to warrant a discharge, the length of time in out-of-home care should be the total length of continuous time in out-of-home care for all placements. 
· Counting rule 2 for ‘Table 15: Children in out-of-home care during the year ended 30 June 2008, by whether they were the subject of substantiation and the person believed responsible was living in the household’ has been amended to clarify that it is a count of children who were the subject of a child protection substantiation, regardless of the date of notification.

· A new table ‘Table 16: Children in out-of-home care, by living arrangement and disability status, as at 30 June 2007’ has been added. Consequently, definitions of ‘child with disability’ and types of disability have been added to Part 2.

· A new table ‘Table 17: Total number of placement days in out-of-home care, 2007- 2008’ has been added. This was previously provided by jurisdictions directly to the Review of Government Service Provision.
Part 2: Definitions, data items and classifications

Age 

The age of a child in completed years. For children in ‘out-of-home care’ at 30 June, age is given at that date. For children admitted to care during the year, age is counted at the time of the first admission for the year.
Caregiver type (for Indigenous children)

Indigenous relative/kin—an Indigenous caregiver who was a relative or who had a kinship relationship with the child. The caregiver must be receiving a financial payment from the state (or have declined an offer of payment/reimbursement).
Other relative/kin— a non-Indigenous caregiver (or a caregiver of unknown Indigenous status) who was a relative or who had a kinship relationship with the child. The caregiver must be receiving a financial payment from the state (or have declined an offer of payment/reimbursement).
Other Indigenous caregiver—an Indigenous caregiver who was not a relative and did not have a kinship relationship with the child.

Indigenous residential care—includes residential care specifically for Indigenous children and/or where there are Indigenous workers.

Other non-Indigenous caregiver—a non-Indigenous caregiver (or a caregiver of unknown Indigenous status) who was not a relative and did not have a kinship relationship with the child.

Non-indigenous residential care—includes other types of residential care not specified in the ‘Indigenous residential care’ definition above.

Independent living—including private board and lead tenant households.

Other/unknown— includes placements that do not fit into the above categories and unknown living arrangements.
Child

A child is defined as a person less than 18 years of age. Children who are discharged at age 18 should be included in the tables on discharges from orders.

Child with a disability

Children with a disability are defined as those who have one or more of the following: an impairment of body structure or function, a limitation in activities, or a restriction in participation (WHO 2001:6). Type of disability may be further classified into one of the following four categories depending on the grouping that most clearly expresses the experience of disability of a person.

Intellectual/learning

Intellectual/learning disability is associated with impairment of intellectual functions with limitations in a range of daily activities and restrictions in participation in a range of life areas. Supports may be needed throughout life, the level of support tends to be consistent over a period of time but may change in association with changes in life circumstances. This grouping includes: 

· Developmental delay—conditions appearing in the early developmental period, with no specific diagnosis (applicable to children aged 0–5 years only).

· Intellectual disability—conditions appearing in the developmental period (age 0–18 years) associated with impairment of mental functions, difficulties in learning and performing certain daily life skills and limitation of adaptive skills in the context of community environments compared to others of the same age. Includes Down syndrome, tuberous sclerosis, cri-du-chat syndrome etc. 

· Specific learning/Attention Deficit Disorder (other than intellectual)—a group of disorders, presumed due to central nervous system dysfunction rather than an intellectual disability, covering significant difficulties in the acquisition and use of listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning or mathematical skills. 

· Autism (including Asperger’s syndrome and Pervasive Developmental Delay)—pervasive developmental disorder involving disturbances in cognition, interpersonal communication, social interactions and behaviour (in particular obsessional, ritualistic, stereotyped and rigid behaviours).

Psychiatric

Psychiatric disability is associated with clinically recognisable symptoms and behaviour patterns frequently associated with distress that may impair personal functioning in normal social activity. Impairments of global or specific mental functions may be experienced, with associated activity limitations and participation restrictions in a range of areas. Supports needed may vary in range, and may be required with intermittent intensity during the course of the condition. Change in level of supports tends to be related to changes in the extent of the impairment and the environment. Psychiatric disability may be associated with schizophrenias, affective disorders, anxiety disorders, addictive behaviours, personality disorders, stress, psychosis, depression and adjustment disorders. 

Sensory/speech

Sensory/speech disabilities include the following:

Deafblind—dual sensory impairments causing severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life. 

Vision disability—blindness, vision impairment, visual handicap (not corrected by glasses or contact lenses), which can cause severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life.

Hearing disability—deafness, hearing impairment, hearing loss, which can cause severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life.

Speech disability—speech loss, impairment and/or difficulty in communication which can cause severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life.

Physical/diverse

Physical/diverse disability is associated with the presence of an impairment, which may have diverse effects within and among individuals, including effects on physical activities such as mobility. The range and extent of activity limitations and participation restrictions will vary with the extent of impairment and the environment. Environmental factors and support needs are related to areas of activity limitation and participation restrictions, and may be required for long periods. Level of supports may vary with both life changes and extent of impairment. This grouping includes:

Physical disability—conditions that are attributable to a physical cause or impact on the ability to perform physical activities, such as mobility. Physical disability includes paraplegia, quadriplegia, muscular dystrophy, motor neurone disease, neuromuscular disorders, cerebral palsy, absence or deformities of limbs, spina bifida, arthritis, back disorders, ataxia, bone formation or degeneration, scoliosis etc. Impairments may affect internal organs such as lung or liver. 

Acquired brain injury—multiple disabilities arising from damage to the brain acquired after birth. It results in deterioration in cognitive, physical, emotional or independent functioning. It can be as a result of accidents, stroke, brain tumours, infection, poisoning, lack of oxygen, degenerative neurological disease etc. 

Neurological disability—impairments of the nervous system occurring after birth, and includes epilepsy and organic dementias (e.g. Alzheimer’s Disease) as well as such conditions as multiple sclerosis and Parkinson’s.

Not stated/inadequately described
This category is to be used in cases where the child has a disability, but where the form of that disability has not been specified.
Family group homes

Family group homes provide short term care in departmentally owned homes for children under care and protection orders and other children whose parents are unable to provide for their immediate welfare. Family group homes do not have salaried staff but are available rent free to approved carers, who receive board payments to reimburse them for the cost of looking after the children in their care.

Foster care

Care provided to a child who is living apart from his natural or adoptive parent(s) by one or more adults in a private household. The substitute parents, generally called ‘foster parents’, are offered a regular allowance for the child's support by a government authority or non-government organisation. ‘Foster parents’ are chosen from a list of persons registered, licensed or approved as foster parents by an authorised department or non-government organisation. The authorised department or non-government organisation provides continuing supervision or support while the child remains in the care of ‘foster parents’.

Indigenous

A person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Island descent who identifies as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is accepted as such by the community with which he or she lives. In all tables except Table 1, if a child’s Indigenous status is unknown they should be included in the category ‘unknown’ Indigenous status. 

Non-respite care 

Out-of-home care provided for children for child protection reasons.

Out-of-home care

‘Out-of-home care’ is defined as overnight care for children aged 0-17 years, including all placements where:

· a decision was made to place the child by an order, or other formal arrangement, and/or 

· the department responsible for child protection (e.g. Community Services or Child Protection Department) either, funds, or provides the placement, or offers financial payment which has been declined by the carer. 
This includes placements approved by the department responsible for child protection with: relatives, and persons, other than parents. It does not include placements solely funded by agencies other than the department responsible for child protection e.g. health services, disability services, psychiatric services, juvenile justice, overnight child care services or SAAP. 

It should be noted that children in ‘out-of-home care’ include children in legal and voluntary placements.

Placement type

Placement type is divided into the following categories:

(a) Residential care—where placement is in a residential building whose purpose is to provide placements for children and where there are paid staff.

(b) Family group homes—provide short-term care in departmentally-owned homes for children under care and protection orders and other children whose parents are unable to provide for their immediate welfare. Family group homes do not have salaried staff but are available rent free to approved carers, who receive board payments to reimburse them for the cost of looking after the children in their care.

(c) Home-based care—where placement is in the home of a carer who is reimbursed (or who has been offered but declined reimbursement) for expenses for the care of the child. This is broken down into the three subcategories:

(i) relative/kinship care—includes family members (other than parents) or a person well known to the child and/or family (based on a pre–existing relationship) who is reimbursed (or who has been offered but declined reimbursement) by the state/ territory for the care of the child.
(ii) foster care—where the care is authorised and carers are reimbursed (or were offered but declined reimbursement) by the state/territory and supported by an approved agency.

(iii) other—home-based care which does not fall into either of the above two categories.
(d) Independent living—including private board and lead tenant households.

(e) Other—includes placements that do not fit into the above categories and unknown living arrangements.

Approved and unapproved breaks in placement

Approved breaks do not count as a break in the placement. These include: scheduled respite, hospital admissions and periods of time spent in juvenile detention centres. Approved breaks also include organised events, such as holidays and school camps and excursions. Unapproved breaks count as a break in the placement if they are for 2 months or more. These may include: child absconded, unscheduled respite, unapproved contact with family and other unapproved events.

Respite care

Out-of-home care provided on a temporary basis for reasons other than for child protection reasons eg: when parents are ill or unable to care for the child on a short term basis. Does not include emergency care provided to children who have been removed from their homes for protective reasons. 

Part 3: Tables and counting rules

This section specifies tables showing the data required for the collection of national data on children in out-of-home care. The tables are compiled using the definitions and classifications given in Part 2. Each table is followed by counting rules for the table and any extra directions used for applying the classifications.

Where a state or territory is not able to adhere to a particular definition or counting rule, a footnote must be included specifying how the data has been counted and what definitions have been used.

The following symbols should be used in tables:


M
Males


F
Females


U
Unknown


P
Persons


-
nil or rounded to zero


..
not applicable


na
not available.

Table 1: Children in out-of-home care by Indigenous status, at 30 June 2008
	Indigenous status of children in out-of-home care at 30 June 2008
	Number of children

	Indigenous children
	

	Non-Indigenous children
	

	Unknown
	

	Total
	


Counting rules for Table 1

1. Table 1 covers all children in out-of-home care (as defined in the full set of counting rules) at 30 June 2008.

2. The number of children in out-of-home care whose Indigenous status was unknown or missing should be included in the category ‘unknown’ Indigenous status. This information will provide an indication of the quality of the data on Indigenous status and will not be published.

Table 2: Children in out-of-home care: Placement type by age and sex of child, at 30 June 2008
	
	
	Age of child (years)
	

	
	Sex
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	(c) Home-based care:
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Counting rules for Table 2

1. Table 2 includes all children in out-of-home care (as defined in Part 2) at midnight on 30 June 2008. 

2. The classification of ‘Placement type’ is outlined in Part 2 of these standards. Children should be classified according to the placement they were in at midnight on 30 June 2008.  However, children absent from their usual living arrangements on that night should still be counted in their usual living arrangements when:

(i) 30 June falls on Friday, Saturday or Sunday (which is not the case for 2008) and they are on an authorised absence for the weekend only; 

(ii) they are absent from a residential child care facility on a group outing (eg. a camp) organised and supervised by the authorities of the establishment.

3. Children who are placed with relatives/kin who are also foster parents should be counted in the category ‘Relatives/kin who are reimbursed’.

4. Total children should equal total children from Table 1.

Table 3: Indigenous children in out-of-home care: Placement type by age and sex of child, at 30 June 2008
	
	
	Age of child (years)
	

	
	Sex
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	(c) Home-based care:
	

	Relatives/kin (other than parents) who are reimbursed
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	M
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	U
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(d) Independent living (includes private board and lead tenant households)
	M
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	U
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(e) Other 
(including unknown living arrangements)
	M
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	U
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children
	M
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	U
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	P
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 3

1. Table 3 includes all Indigenous children in out-of-home care (as defined in Part 2) at midnight on 30 June 2008. 

2. The classification of ‘Placement type’ is outlined in Part 2 of these standards. Children should be classified according to the placement they were in at midnight on 30 June 2008.  However, children absent from their usual living arrangements on that night should still be counted in their usual living arrangements when:

(i) 30 June falls on Friday, Saturday or Sunday (which is not the case for 2008) and they are on an authorised absence for the weekend only; 

(ii) they are absent from a residential child care facility on a group outing (eg. a camp) organised and supervised by the authorities of the establishment.

3. Children who are placed with relatives/kin who are also foster parents should be counted in the category ‘Relatives/kin who are reimbursed’.

4. Total should equal total Indigenous children from Table 1.

Table 4: Children in out-of-home care, by Indigenous status, by whether on an order, at 30 June 2008
	Indigenous status
	On a care and protection order
	On another type of order
	Not on an order
	Total

	Indigenous
	
	
	
	

	Other children
	
	
	
	

	Total children
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 4

1. Table 4 includes all children in out-of-home care (as defined in Part 2) at midnight on 30 June 2008. 

2. The category ‘Care and protection orders’ includes those orders outlined in the data collection for children on care and protection orders:

(i) finalised guardianship or custody orders or administrative arrangements that have the impact of transferring guardianship or custody
(ii) finalised supervision and other finalised order
(iii) interim and temporary orders.

3. Children on another type of order includes those on offence orders or any other type of legal order.

4. Total children should equal the total in Table 1.

Table 5: Length of time in out-of-home care, by placement type at 30 June 2008
	Length of time in out-of-home care
	Type of placement at 30 June 2008
	Type of placement

Total

	
	Residential care
	Family group homes
	Home based
	Independent living
	Other (including unknown)
	

	Respite
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non respite
	

	
 < 1 month
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1 month  - < 6 months
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
6 months - < 1 year
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1 year - < 2 years
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
2 years - < 5 years
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
5 years or more
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Counting rules for Table 5

1. Count the number of children in out-of-home care (as defined in Part 2) at midnight 30 June 2008. 

2. The classification of ‘Placement type’ at 30 June 2008 is outlined in Part 2 of these standards. 

3. A return home or unapproved break of 2 months or more is considered to break the continuity of the placement. Where a child returns home for less than 2 months or more and then returns to the former placement or to a different placement, this does not affect the length of time in care. Holidays or approved breaks in placement do not break the continuity of placement. 

4. Where a child has more than one placement prior to 30 June, and these placements are continuous, the length of time in out-of-home care should be the total time in out-of-home care for all placements.

5. The definition of ‘Respite care’ is outlined in Part 2. States and territories are to provide a short explanation of what is included in respite and non-respite categories.

6. Total children should equal the total in Table 1.

Table 6: Length of time in out-of-home care for Indigenous children, by placement type at 
30 June 2008
	Length of time in out-of-home care
	Type of placement at 30 June 2008
	Type of placement

Total

	
	Residential care
	Family group homes
	Home based
	Independent living
	Other (including unknown)
	

	Respite
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non respite
	

	
 < 1 month
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1 month  - < 6 months
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
6 months - < 1 year
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1 year - < 2 years
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
2 years - < 5 years
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
5 years or more
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Not stated/unknown
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Total non respite
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not stated/unknown
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 6

1. Count the number of Indigenous children in out-of-home care (as defined in Part 2) at midnight 30 June 2008. 

2. The classification of ‘Placement type’ at 30 June 2008 is outlined in Part 2 of these standards.

3. A return home or unapproved break of 2 months or more is considered to break the continuity of the placement. Where a child returns home for less than 2 months or more and then returns to the former placement or to a different placement, this does not affect the length of time in care. Holidays or approved breaks in placement do not break the continuity of placement. 

4. Where a child has more than one placement prior to 30 June, and these placements are continuous, the length of time in out-of-home care should be the total time in out-of-home care for all placements.
5. The definition of ‘Respite care’ is outlined in Part 2. States and territories are to provide a short explanation of what is included in respite and non-respite categories.

6. Total children should equal the total Indigenous children from Table 1.

Table 7: Children admitted to out-of-home care during 2007–08, by Indigenous status and age

	Indigenous status 
	0
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	10
	11
	12
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	14
	15
	16
	17
	U
	Total

	
Indigenous
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Other children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 7

1. Table 7 counts all children who were admitted to out-of-home care during the year ended 30 June 2008.

2. This includes all children admitted to out-of-home care for the first time, as well as children returning to care who exited out-of-home care more than 2 months previously.

3. Children admitted to out-of-home care more than once during the year should be counted only once, irrespective of the number of times they were admitted.

4. Age refers to age of the child when first admitted to care during the year.

Table 8: Children who exited out-of-home care during 2007–08, by Indigenous status and age

	Indigenous status 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	U
	Total

	
Indigenous
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Other children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 8

1. This table includes all children who exited out-of-home care during the year 2007–08. Exited care is defined as children who left out-of-home care in 2007–08 and did not return within 2 months. The table should be compiled after 31 August each year to ensure children have not returned to care within 2 months. 

2. Children who exited out-of-home care more than once during the year should be counted only once, irrespective of the number of times they exited. The placement counted should be the last placement they had during the year, and the age of the child is at the time of exiting the last placement.

3. This table mainly includes children aged 0–17 years, although children exiting care around their 18th birthday should be included in this table in the age category 17 years.

Table 9: Children who exited care during 2007–08: length of time in out-of-home care by number of different placements
	Length of time in out-of-home care
	Number of different placements
	Total

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11+
	U
	

	1 month to < 6 months
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 months to < 1 year
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 years to < 2 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 years to < 5 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 years or more
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not stated/unknown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 9

1. This table includes all children who exited out-of-home care during 2007–08 who had been in care for 1 month or more. 

2. Exited care is defined as children who left out-of-home care in 2007–08 and did not return within 2 months. The table should be compiled after 31 August each year to ensure children have not returned to care within 2 months. 

3. Where a child exited care more than once during the year, length of time in care and number of placements should be calculated for the first exit from care during the year.

4. Each placement should only be counted once. A return to a previous placement is not counted as a different placement. A return home is not counted as a placement, although if a child returns home for more than 2 months they are considered to have exited care.

5. In counting the number of placements during the period the child was in continuous out of home care, do not include respite/temporary placements lasting less than 7 days.

6. Changes in the placement include: 

(i) a change in the placement type, for example, from home based to a facility based placement; or

(ii) within placement types a change in the venue, for example, a change from one home based placement to a different home based placement.

Table 10: Indigenous children who exited care during 2007–08: length of time in continuous out-of-home care by number of different placements

	Length of time in out-of-home care
	Number of different placements
	Total

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11+
	U
	

	1 month to < 6 months
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 months to < 1 year
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 years to < 2 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 years to < 5 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 years or more
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not stated/unknown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 10

1. This table includes all Indigenous children who exited out-of-home care during 2007–08 who had been in care for 1 month or more. 

2. Exited care is defined as children who left out-of-home care in 2007–08 and did not return within 2 months. The table should be compiled after 31 August each year to ensure children have not returned to care within 2 months. 

3. Where a child exited care more than once during the year, length of time in care and number of placements should be calculated for the first exit from care during the year.

4. Each placement should only be counted once. A return to a previous placement is not counted as a different placement. A return home is not counted as a placement, although if a child returns home for more than 2 months they are considered to have exited care.

5. In counting the number of placements during the period the child was in continuous out of home care, do not include respite/temporary placements lasting less than 7 days.

6. Changes in the placement include: 

(i) a change in the placement type, for example, from home based to a facility based placement; or

(ii) within placement types a change in the venue, for example, a change from one home-based placement to a different home-based placement.

Table 11: Children on orders who exited care during 2007–08 who were on a care and protection order: length of time in out-of-home care by number of different placements

	Length of time in out-of-home care
	Number of different placements
	Total

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11+
	U
	

	1 month to < 6 months
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 months to < 1 year
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 years to < 2 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 years to < 5 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 years or more
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not stated/unknown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 11

1. This table includes all children who exited out-of-home care during 2007–08 who had been in care for 1 month or more and who had been on a care and protection order at some point in the 6 months prior to exiting care. Care and protection orders are those orders outlined in the data collection for children on care and protection orders.

2. Exited care is defined as children who left out-of-home care in 2007–08 and did not return within 2 months. The table should be compiled after 31 August each year to ensure children have not returned to care within 2 months. 

3. Where a child exited care more than once during the year, length of time in care and number of placements should be calculated for the first exit from care during the year.

4. Each placement should only be counted once. A return to a previous placement is not counted as a different placement. A return home is not counted as a placement, although if a child returns home for more than 2 months they are considered to have exited care.

5. In counting the number of placements during the period the child was in out-of-home care, do not include respite/temporary placements lasting less than 7 days.

6. Changes in the placement include: 

(i) a change in the placement type, for example, from home based to a facility based placement; or

(ii) within placement types a change in the venue, for example, a change from one home based placement to a different home based placement.

Table 12: Indigenous children who exited care during 2007–08 who were on a care and protection order: length of time in out-of-home care by number of different placements

	Length of time in out-of-home care
	Number of different placements
	Total

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11+
	U
	

	1 month to < 6 months
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 months to < 1 year
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 years to < 2 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 years to < 5 years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 years or more
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not stated/unknown
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total children 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 12

1. This table includes all Indigenous children who exited out-of-home care during 2007–08 who had been in care for 1 month or more and who had been on a care and protection order at some point in the 6 months prior to exiting care. Care and protection orders include those orders outlined in the data collection for children on care and protection orders.

2. Exited care is defined as children who left out-of-home care in 2007–08 and did not return within 2 months. The table should be compiled after 31 August each year to ensure children had not returned to care within 2 months. 

3. Where a child exited care more than once during the year, length of time in care and number of placements should be calculated for the first exit from care during the year.

4. Each placement should only be counted once. A return to a previous placement is not counted as a different placement. A return home is not counted as a placement, although if a child returns home for more than 2 months they are considered to have exited care.

5. In counting the number of placements during the period the child was in continuous out of home care, do not include respite/temporary placements lasting less than 7 days.

6. Changes in the placement include: 

(i) a change in the placement type, for example, from home based to a facility based placement; or

(ii) within placement types a change in the venue, for example, a change from one home based placement to a different home based placement.

Table 13: Number of children who were in at least one placement during the year ended 30 June 2008 by Indigenous status

	Indigenous status
	Number of children 

	Indigenous
	

	Other children
	

	Total children
	


Counting rules for Table 13

1. Count the total number of children (Indigenous and non-Indigenous) who were in at least one out-of-home care placement at any time during the year ended 30 June 2008. ‘Out-of-home care’ is defined in Part 2.

2. Each child should only be counted once irrespective of the number of placements they had.

Table 14: Indigenous children in out-of-home care, by Indigenous status and relationship to the caregiver, at 30 June 2008
	Type of placement
	Number of Indigenous children

	Indigenous children placed with relatives/kin, other Indigenous caregivers or in Indigenous residential care
	

	
Indigenous relative/kin
	

	
Other Indigenous caregiver
	

	
Other relative/kin
	

	
Indigenous residential care
	

	Total Indigenous children placed with relatives/kin, other Indigenous caregivers or in Indigenous residential care
	

	Indigenous children placed with an other non-Indigenous caregiver or in non-Indigenous residential care
	

	
Other non-Indigenous caregiver
	

	
Non-Indigenous residential care
	

	Total Indigenous children placed with an other non-Indigenous caregiver or in non-Indigenous residential care
	

	Independent living
	

	Other/unknown
	

	Total Indigenous children in out-of-home care
	


Counting rules for Table 14

1. Count the number of Indigenous children in ‘Out-of-home care’ (as defined in Part 2) at midnight on 30 June 2008.
2. Categories for caregivers are outlined in Part 2. 

3. Total children should equal total Indigenous children from Table 1. 

Table 15: Children in out-of-home care during the year ended 30 June 2008, by whether they were the subject of substantiation and the person believed responsible was living in the household 

	Children in this category
	Other children
	Total children in out-of-home care in 2007–08

	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 15

1. This table includes all children who were in at least one out-of-home care placement (as defined in Part 2) at any time during the year ended 30 June 2008. 
2. ‘Children in this category’ include children in at least one out-of-home care placement during the year ended 30 June 2008, who were the subject of a child protection substantiation in 2007–08, regardless of the date of notification, and the person believed responsible was living in the household (or a worker in a residential facility in which the child was living) at the time the harm, abuse and/or neglect occurred.

3. ‘Other children’ includes all other children in at least one out-of-home care placement during the year ended 30 June.

4. Total should equal total children from Table 1.
Table 16: Children in out-of-home care, by living arrangement and disability status, as at 30 June 2008
	
	Child with a disability
	
	
	

	Living arrangement
	Intellectual/
learning
	Psychiatric
	Sensory/
speech
	Physical/
diverse
	Not stated/
inadequately described
	Total number of children with a disability
	Total number of children without a disability
	Total number of children for whom disability status is unknown
	Total number of children

	Foster care
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Relatives/kin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other home-based care
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total home-based care
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Family group homes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Residential care
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent living
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Counting rules for Table 16
1. Count all children who were in out-of-home care at 30 June 2008 as defined under the Scope and Coverage section.

2. If a type of disability is specified (i.e. intellectual/learning, psychiatric, sensory/speech or physical/diverse), children may be recorded in only one of the categories according to the category that most clearly expresses the experience of disability of that child.

3. If the number of children with a disability is unable to be disaggregated into the available categories, the total number should be reported in the ‘total number of children with a disability’ column.

4. Children with a disability are defined in Part 2.

5. Living arrangement is defined in Part 2.

6. ‘Total number of children for whom disability status is unknown’ includes all children whose disability status has not been assessed, or for which disability status is otherwise not recorded or inadequately described. Note that this does not include cases where it was known that the child had a disability, but the type of disability was unknown/not specified. These should be included under the relevant category of ‘child with a disability’.

1. Type of disability is defined as follows:

a) Intellectual/learning

Intellectual/learning disability is associated with impairment of intellectual functions with limitations in a range of daily activities and restrictions in participation in a range of life areas. Supports may be needed throughout life, the level of support tends to be consistent over a period of time but may change in association with changes in life circumstances. This grouping includes: 

· Developmental delay—conditions appearing in the early developmental period, with no specific diagnosis (applicable to children aged 0–5 years only).

· Intellectual disability—conditions appearing in the developmental period (age 0–18 years) associated with impairment of mental functions, difficulties in learning and performing certain daily life skills and limitation of adaptive skills in the context of community environments compared to others of the same age. Includes Down syndrome, tuberous sclerosis, cri-du-chat syndrome etc. 

· Specific learning/Attention Deficit Disorder (other than intellectual)—a group of disorders, presumed due to central nervous system dysfunction rather than an intellectual disability, covering significant difficulties in the acquisition and use of listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning or mathematical skills. 

· Autism (including Asperger’s syndrome and Pervasive Developmental Delay)—pervasive developmental disorder involving disturbances in cognition, interpersonal communication, social interactions and behaviour (in particular obsessional, ritualistic, stereotyped and rigid behaviours).

b) Psychiatric

Psychiatric disability is associated with clinically recognisable symptoms and behaviour patterns frequently associated with distress that may impair personal functioning in normal social activity. Impairments of global or specific mental functions may be experienced, with associated activity limitations and participation restrictions in a range of areas. Supports needed may vary in range, and may be required with intermittent intensity during the course of the condition. Change in level of supports tends to be related to changes in the extent of the impairment and the environment. Psychiatric disability may be associated with schizophrenias, affective disorders, anxiety disorders, addictive behaviours, personality disorders, stress, psychosis, depression and adjustment disorders. 

c) Sensory/speech

Sensory/speech disabilities include the following:

· Deafblind—dual sensory impairments causing severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life. 

· Vision disability—blindness, vision impairment, visual handicap (not corrected by glasses or contact lenses), which can cause severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life.

· Hearing disability—deafness, hearing impairment, hearing loss, which can cause severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life.

· Speech disability—speech loss, impairment and/or difficulty in communication which can cause severe restrictions in communication, and in the ability to participate in community life.
d) Physical/diverse

Physical/diverse disability is associated with the presence of an impairment, which may have diverse effects within and among individuals, including effects on physical activities such as mobility. The range and extent of activity limitations and participation restrictions will vary with the extent of impairment and the environment. Environmental factors and support needs are related to areas of activity limitation and participation restrictions, and may be required for long periods. Level of supports may vary with both life changes and extent of impairment. This grouping includes:

· Physical disability—conditions that are attributable to a physical cause or impact on the ability to perform physical activities, such as mobility. Physical disability includes paraplegia, quadriplegia, muscular dystrophy, motor neurone disease, neuromuscular disorders, cerebral palsy, absence or deformities of limbs, spina bifida, arthritis, back disorders, ataxia, bone formation or degeneration, scoliosis etc. Impairments may affect internal organs such as lung or liver. 

· Acquired brain injury—multiple disabilities arising from damage to the brain acquired after birth. It results in deterioration in cognitive, physical, emotional or independent functioning. It can be as a result of accidents, stroke, brain tumours, infection, poisoning, lack of oxygen, degenerative neurological disease etc. 

· Neurological disability—impairments of the nervous system occurring after birth, and includes epilepsy and organic dementias (e.g. Alzheimer’s Disease) as well as such conditions as multiple sclerosis and Parkinson’s.

e) Not stated/inadequately described
This category is to be used in cases where the child has a disability, but where the form of that disability has not been specified.

Table 17: Total number of placement days in out-of-home care, 2007- 2008

	Types of placements
	Total number of placement days

	
	

	Residential based care
	

	Home based care
	

	Family group homes
	

	Independent living
	

	Other supported placements
	

	Total number of placement days
	


Counting rules for Table 17 
1. Table 17 counts the total number of placement days for all children in out-of-home care for 2007-08.
2. In counting the number of placement days, the count should not include children who enter and exit an out-of-home care placement on the same day. A placement day should only count children who stay overnight in an out-of-home care placement (e.g., a child who enters one day and exits the next is counted as one placement day (night) and not two). If this information is available, please indicate in the footnotes the number of times a child enters and exits an out-of-home care placement on the same day in the counting period.
3. Each child and their main placement should only be counted once when counting total placement days. For example, children in alternative care who have a regular respite placement with another caregiver, should only have their main placement counted (however the cost of respite for the carer should be included). Respite care should only be included for those children who only have a respite care placement during the counting period.
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