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3 The BEACH database 1999–00

3.1 The GP sample
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3.2 GP characteristics
<�
���
4�?;=
�����	�������
89�8D
����
��
�
���
79�6D
����
;7
�����
��
���
��
�
����
"�������������
��
���
�����	������
,=7�;D-
���
����
��
������

���	��	�
���
����
����
4?
�����
���
47�:D
	��
�
��
��������
��
���	������
����
�����
�������
�����
����
���
��������
���
�����
�
����
���������
��
�����	������
����
��
��
�
���	��	�
,4>�4D-
���
���
��%�����
,=:�:D-
���
���������
��
������
���
<��
��
4?
�����������
,4?�8D-
	����	���
����
����
��
�
��
���
��
���
	����
�������
��
�

�������
�����
����
A��
���
,"��
�
:�4-�

3.3 The patients
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GP characteristic Number (a)
Per cent of GPs (a)

(n=1,047)

Male 729 69.6

Age (missing=4)

<35 years 88 8.4

35–44 years 338 32.4

45–54 years 338 32.4

55+ years 279 26.7

Years in general practice (missing=8)

<5 years 90 8.7

6–10 years 166 15.9

11–19 years 331 31.9

20+ years 452 43.5

Sessions per week (missing=6)

<6 per week 159 15.3

6–10 per week 691 66.0

>10 per week 191 18.3

Size of practice (missing=19)*(b)

Solo 189 18.2

2–4 GPs 373 36.3

5–10 GPs 400 38.9

11+ GPs 68 6.6

Graduated in Australia (missing=2) 767 73.3

More than 50% of consultations in languages
other than English

105 10.6

 (a) Missing data removed.

 Note: There was an error in Table 3.2 on page 12, General Practice Activity in Australia 1999–2000 (Britt et al. 2000).
The distribution reported here is correct.

3.4 The encounters
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Patient variable Number
Per cent of encounters

(n=104,856)
95%
LCL

95%
UCL

Sex (Missing) (1,182) . . . . . .

Males 44,308 42.7 42.0 43.5

Female 59,366 57.3 56.5 58.0

Age group (Missing) (804) . . . . . .

<1 year 2,447 2.4 2.2 2.5

1–4 years 5,384 5.2 4.9 5.5

5–14 years 7,471 7.2 6.9 7.5

15–24 years 10,814 10.4 9.9 10.8

25–44 years 27,326 26.3 25.5 27.0

45–64 years 25,521 24.5 24.0 25.0

65–74 years 12,486 12.0 11.5 12.5

75+ years 12,603 12.1 11.4 12.9

New patient to practice 7,641 7.3 6.6 8.0

Health care card holder 40,452 38.6 37.0 40.2

Non-English-speaking background 8,356 8.0 4.8 11.1

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 745 0.7 0.0 1.5

  Note: UCL—upper confidence limit; LCL—lower confidence limit.
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Variable Number
Rate per 100
encounters (a) 95% LCL 95% UCL

General practitioners 1,048 . . . . . .

Direct consultations 97,436 96.7 96.3 97.0

No charge 1,345 1.3 0.9 1.7

Medicare-claimable 93,698 93.0 92.4 93.5

Standard surgery consultations 78,761 78.1 77.1 79.1

Workers’ compensation claimable 2,005 2.0 1.7 2.3

Other paid (hospital, State, etc.) 1,236 1.2 0.0 2.8

Indirect consultations 3,367 3.3 2.8 3.8

Total encounters 104,856 . . . . . .

 (a) Missing data for 4,054 encounters removed. Percentage base (n) = 100,802.

Note: UCL—upper confidence limit; LCL—lower confidence limit.
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3.5 The content of the encounters
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Variable Number
Rate per 100

encounters
95%
LCL

95%
UCL

Rate per 100
problems

95%
LCL

95%
UCL

General practitioners 1,048 . . . . . . . . . . . .

Encounters 104,856 . . . . . . . . . . . .

Reasons for encounter 155,690 148.5 146.7 150.2 . . . . . .

Problems managed 153,857 146.7 144.9 148.6 . . . . . .

 New problems 47,458 45.3 43.6 46.9 30.9 29.7 32.0

 Old problems 106,399 101.5 99.0 103.9 69.2 68.0 70.3

Work-related 3,350 3.2 2.9 3.5 2.2 2.0 2.4

Medications 115,432 110.1 107.8 112.4 75.0 73.6 76.4

Clinical treatments 35,102 33.5 31.8 35.2 22.8 21.7 23.9

Procedural treatments 13,092 12.5 11.9 13.0 8.5 8.1 8.9

Referrals 11,760 11.2 10.8 11.7 7.6 7.4 7.9

Pathology tests ordered 27,613 26.3 25.2 27.5 18.0 17.2 18.7

Imaging test ordered 7,919 7.5 7.1 7.8 5.1 4.9 5.3

  Note: UCL—upper confidence limit; LCL—lower confidence limit.


