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Sexual behaviour
Sexual activity 
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Source: Evans 1999.
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Sexual behaviour
Use of contraception 
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Method

Age (years)

18–19 20–24 18–49

Contraceptive pill 66.3 71.1 40.0

Condom 32.2 21.6 17.6

IUD — 2.1 3.0

Periodic abstinence — — 3.0

Other temporary method — 2.6 2.6

Female sterilisation — — 19.2

Male sterilisation — — 14.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Number using contraception 111,300 441,100 2,757,900

Users as a proportion of all women 49.7 65.7 66.7

Source: ABS 1998b:31. 
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Sex

Year 10 Year 12

1992 1997 1992 1997

Sex without a condom

Males 12.2 7.4 26.9 26.2

Females 14.1 8.4 35.4 30.8

Sex using a condom

Males 22.7 20.5 43.1 44.1

Females 16.4 15.1 42.2 45.7

Source: Lindsay et al. 1997:26. 
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Sexual attraction

Males Females

Year 10 Year 12 Year 10 Year 12

I am attracted only to people of my own sex 3.4 2.9 2.5 3.7

I am attracted only to people of the opposite sex 93.0 93.6 91.4 89.2

I am attracted to people of both sexes 1.9 2.5 2.8 4.6

Not sure 1.7 1.1 3.4 2.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Sample size 788 749 962 1,001

Source: Lindsay et al. 1997:28. 
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