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Legal and justice issues
Young people as victims of crime
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Offence

Age (years)

15–19 20–24 All ages

Murder               22               34               311

Attempted murder               39               34               331

Manslaughter                1                2                37

Driving causing death               16               24               339

Assault        16,420        18,797        113,535

Sexual assault          2,859          1,615          14,394

Kidnapping/abduction               73               68               479

Armed robbery(a)             510             564            3,646

Unarmed robbery(a)          1,694          1,342            9,192

Blackmail/extortion(a)               26               20               214

(a) Victims refers to individual persons.

Source: ABS 1997a.
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Males Females

15–19 years 20–24 years All ages 15–19 years 20–24 years All ages

Murder                2                4                  2             1             1                  1

Attempted murder                4                3                  3             2             2                  1

Driving causing death                1                3                  1             1             0                  1

Assault          1,465          1,498               702      1,082      1,172               488

Sexual assault               61               30                30         392         203               125

Kidnapping/abduction                2                2                  2           10             8                  4

Armed robbery(a)               61               57                27           18           23                 12

Unarmed robbery(a)             207             129                60           53           62                 38

Blackmail/extortion(a)                4                1                  2             1             2                  0

(a) Victims refers to individual persons.

Source: ABS 1997a. 
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Young offenders
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Age (years)

Males Females

Number Per cent
Imprisonment

rate(a) Number Per cent
Imprisonment

rate(a)

Under 18(b) 58 0.4 44.8 — — —

18–19 903 5.4 341.0 32 3.8 12.7

20–24 3,875 23.4 526.4 156 18.7 22.0

Total youth 7,836 29.1 427.8 188 22.5 17.4

25 and over 11,757 70.9 209.3 647 77.5 11.1

All prisoners 16,593 100.0 245.9 835 100.0 12.0

(a) Rate per 100,000 population.

(b) The minimum age for imprisonment varies between States and Territories from 17 to 18 years.

Source: ABS 1996.
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