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Overview of public rental housing in  
2006–07 

Households in public rental dwellings at 30 June 2007 
In total, 333,085 households lived in public rental dwellings at 30 June 2007. This included 
23,102 Indigenous households, which represented 7% of all households. Indigenous 
households are also accommodated in state owned and managed Indigenous rental 
housing—in 2006–07 this included a further 12,622 households (AIHW 2008).  

Of all 333,085 households, 288,686 (87%) received a rental rebate, that is, they paid less than 
market rent for the dwelling (referred to hereafter as ‘rebated households’). The remaining 
44,399 households (13%) paid market rent. Of the 287,961 rebated households for which 
complete rent and income details were known, approximately four-fifths (82%) paid more 
than 20% but no more than 30% of their income in rent, while around one-fifth (18%) paid 
20% or less of their income in rent.  

The average weekly rental subsidy for rebated households for the week of 30 June 2007 was 
$99.56 per household. This corresponds to an average rental subsidy of $86.29 per household 
for all households (rebated and non-rebated).  

Of the 307,720 occupied dwellings for which tenancy composition and dwelling details were 
known, 20,622 (7%) were moderately overcrowded and 5,002 (2%) were overcrowded (that 
is, required one additional bedroom or at least two additional bedrooms, respectively1). A 
further 34,943 (11%) were underutilised (that is, had two or more bedrooms than were 
required to meet the standard).  

New allocations to public rental housing during 2006–07 
During the period 1 July 2006 to 30 June 2007, public rental housing was allocated to 26,824 
new households. Of these households, 11,461 (43%) were classified as being in ‘greatest need’ 
(see Section 3.3.6).  

Of the 26,824 new allocations, 8,463 households (32%) were allocated housing within 3 
months of application and 8,002 (30%) were allocated housing 2 years or more after 
application (Figure 1).  

Of the 11,461 new allocations of public rental housing to households in greatest need, more 
than one-half (5,793 households or 51%) were allocated housing within 3 months of 
application. The proportion of greatest need households allocated housing in a given time 
period decreases as the lapse between application and allocation increases, with only 4% still 
waiting 2 years or more after application (Figure 1).  

There were 3,706 Indigenous households newly allocated public rental housing during  
2006–07.  

 

                                                      
 
1 To meet the Proxy Occupancy Standard as defined in Section 3.3.3.  
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Source: Table 8. 

Figure 1: New allocations of public rental housing to households in greatest need and all 
households, by time to allocation, 2006–07  

Households waiting for public rental housing at 30 June 2007 
A total of 176,321 households were on waiting lists for public rental housing at 30 June 2007, 
of which 11,700 households were classified as being in ‘greatest need’. This represents 7% of 
all households on waiting lists.  

Public rental dwellings at 30 June 2007 
In total, state and territory housing authorities managed 339,771 dwellings at 30 June 2007, of 
which 333,139 were occupied. This represents an occupancy rate of approximately 98%.  

Of all 339,771 public rental dwellings, 3,638 (1%) were untenantable or undergoing major 
redevelopment, while the remaining 336,133 (99%) were considered tenantable. Figure 2 
provides a breakdown of untenantable dwellings by jurisdiction.  
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5 Changes to the 2006–07 data collection 

The following data items have been modified in 2006–07: 
 

Revised financial descriptor 

S29 The formula has been revised to: 

½ × ( Opening rental debtors + Closing rent debtors ) S29 =  365 × [ Total rent charged to tenants for year ending 30 June ]
 

 While data for S29 was collected in 2005–06, it was not reported. 

 

Revised performance indicators 

P8 Two changes were made to this indicator: 

 • Indicator name renamed to Net recurrent cost per dwelling. 
• Definition of DC1 revised to Sum of net recurrent costs for providing assistance 

for the year ending 30 June. 

Figures for DC1 were derived using the unaudited schedule to the CSHA National 
Financial Reporting Statements. 

 

The following data items are no longer included in this report for 2006–07: 

S23 Total capital expenditure for the year ending 30 June 2007 

S24 Total recurrent expenditure for the year ending 30 June 2007 

S25 Total amount spent on housing maintenance for the year ending 30 June 2007. 

These three items are now collected using the unaudited schedule to the CSHA National 
Financial Reporting Statements. Data for 2006–07 will be reported in the Housing Assistance 
Act 1996 Annual Report 2006–07. 
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