5 Administrative data for
admitted patients

Introduction

Data in this chapter are derived from the National Hospital Morbidity Database at the
Institute, the compilation of patient-level data for all separations from public and private
hospitals in Australia. For each separation in the database, a range of administrative and
related data elements was reported including patient accommodation status, hospital
insurance status, compensable status, State or Territory of usual residence, type of
episode of care and mode of separation. The tables in this chapter present separation,
patient day, average cost weight and average length of stay statistics for these variables.

Data providers supplied information on each patients accommodation status, which
incorporates a distinction between patients who are and are not eligible for treatment in
accordance with the Medicare agreements. Eligible”patients are further categorised as
Eligible public patients, Eligible private patients, Eligible Department of Veterans”Affairs
patients or Eligible other patients. These data are as supplied by the States and Territories
and, in the case of Department of Veterans”Affairs (DVA) patients, a different kind of
eligibility, to receive hospital treatment as a DVA patient, may not necessarily have been
confirmed by DVA. Additional definitional material regarding these categories can be
found in the National Health Data Dictionary (NHDC 1996).

Data on insurance status indicates whether a patient has hospital insurance; that is,
insurance providing benefits related to charges for hospital accommodation and services.
Insurance for benefits for ancillary services only is excluded. The National Health Data
Dictionary specifies that the insurance status of the patient should be reported as
Hospital insurance”or No hospital insurance? however, some data providers also used
a Not reported ”category. Coding for extra detail for private hospital patients with
hospital insurance is also specified in the dictionary. For these patients, information was
to be collected on whether the insurance was from a basic table only, or included
supplementary cover. Only two data providers supplied this information (neither fully)
so it is not included in this report.

Insurance status should not be confused with whether the patient is admitted as a public,
private or other type of patient. Individuals can elect to be admitted in public hospitals as
public or private patients irrespective of their insurance status.

Data on the compensable status of each patient were are also supplied, a compensable
patient being defined as any person who is entitled to the payment of, or who has been
paid, compensation, damages or other benefits (including a payment in settlement of a
claim for compensation, damages or other benefits) in respect of the injury, illness or
disease for which he or she is receiving care and treatment.

Compensable status reflects the status of the patient at the time of separation. The
National Health Data Dictionary specifies that the compensable status of the patient should
be reported as ‘Compensable”or Not compensable’ however, some data providers also

41



used a Not reported ”category. Western Australia was unable to supply compensable
status data for its public psychiatric hospitals.

State or Territory of usual residence was provided for most separations and includes
Other Territories and overseas areas of usual residence. This information is stored on the
National Hospital Morbidity Database at a finer geographical level but this has not been
included in tables in this report.

Type of episode of care was also reported for most separations. An episode of care is
defined as a phase of treatment for an admitted patient. It may correspond to a patient
entire hospital stay, or the hospital stay may be divided into separate episodes of care of
different types. In the latter case, a Statistical separation”occurs between such episodes,
and a new separation record is generated. Thus separations in the database for those
States and Territories reporting episodes of care are actually for phases of treatment, not
necessarily for entire hospital stays. Definitions of each type of care are contained in the
National Health Data Dictionary. The classification for this data element is:

acute care
rehabilitation care
palliative care
non-acute care
unqualified neonate
other care.

A finer level of detail is specified within the rehabilitation and palliative care categories;
however, as only two States supplied this extra information (only one fully), this detail
was also excluded from the tables. Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory did not
supply data for this item except for unqualified neonates.

The mode of separation records the status of the patient (discharged, transferred, episode
type change, died) at the time of separation and for some categories the place to which
the person was discharged or transferred.

Highlights

Patient accommodation status

Eligible public patients accounted for 84% of separations from public hospitals (3,075,874)
compared with 11% for eligible private patients (392,773) (Table 5.1). Eligible DVA
patients made up the majority of the remainder. The two major categories were reversed
in private hospitals with eligible public patients making up 2% of separations (39,603)
and eligible private patients 86% (1,443,600). Overall 58% of separations were for eligible
public patients (3,115,477) and 34% (1,836,373) for eligible private patients.

For both sectors combined there were 169 separations per 1,000 population for eligible
public patients compared with 100 for eligible private patients (Table 5.2). The latter
figure is underestimated because private hospital separations were not available for the
Northern Territory or from private free-standing day hospital facilities in the Australian
Capital Territory. The Northern Territory recorded the highest eligible public patient
separation rate (248 per 1,000). The separation rate for eligible public patients in private
hospitals in Tasmania (16.3 per 1,000) was markedly higher than those recorded for other
States and Territories.
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Table 5.3 presents the average cost weight of separations in each State and Territory by
hospital sector and accommodation status. The table has been restricted to separations
with an episode of care type of acute or unspecified. In all States and Territories with the
exception of South Australia, the average cost weights for eligible private patients in
public hospitals was higher than that for eligible public patients. In both public and
private hospitals, DVA patients showed average cost weights one third higher than these
hospitals ”main patient groups of eligible public and eligible private patients respectively.
More detail about the AN-DRG classification and cost weights is included in Chapter 10
and, in reference to the effects of the integration of public psychiatric services into public
hospital systems, on page 4 in Chapter 4.

Since 1993-94 there has been a decline in the numbers of separations and patient days
recorded by eligible private patients in public hospitals (Table 5.5). The proportion of
public hospital patient days attributable to private patients fell from 15% to 10% over this
period. On the other hand, private hospitals increased their proportion of patient days
attributable to eligible public patients from 0.4% to almost 3% over the same time. Private
hospitals also showed steady growth in eligible DVA patients treated, increasing from
5% of patient days in 1993-94 to 10% in 1996-97. At least some of this would have been
related to the sale of some DVA hospitals to the private sector over this period.

Insurance status

The supplied information indicates that 30% of separations in 199697 were for patients
who had hospital insurance (1,580,897), 58% were not (3,066,701), with the remainder not
reported (Table 5.6). Relatively few separations for patients in public hospitals were
reported as having insurance (11%, 415,529), while in private hospitals 69% were
reported as being insured (1,165,368).

Compensable status

Overall, around 2% of patients (123,386) were compensable in 1996-97 (Table 5.7). In the
public sector, 1% of patients (47,117) fell into this category, while in the private sector 5%
of patients (76,269) were compensable. Western Australia did not provide information
regarding compensable status for public psychiatric hospitals.

State or Territory of usual residence

Table 5.8 indicates how many patients in each State and Territory were interstate
residents. Overall, 98% of patients (5,211,456) resided in the State or Territory where they
were treated. However, in the Australian Capital Territory, only about three-quarters of
the patients treated were Australian Capital Territory residents (54,639), with the
majority of the remainder resident in New South Wales (Table 5.9). This is mainly
because the Australian Capital Territory acts as a referral centre for the surrounding
districts, which include parts of New South Wales.

The average cost weight of separations in each State and Territory by each hospital sector
and State or Territory of usual residence is presented in Table 5.10. As for Table 5.3, this
table has been restricted to separations with an episode of care type of acute or unspecified
(for more detail see Chapter 10, and page 4 in Chapter 4). Both New South Wales and
Victorian public hospitals had average cost weights that were higher for interstate
patients than for their own. Separations for Northern Territory residents had higher
average cost weights for the public sector in several States, particularly Victoria and
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South Australia, than in the Northern Territory, consistent with a tendency for movement
of Territory residents with more complex treatment requirements to hospitals in other
States. Tasmanian residents had higher average cost weights for treatment provided by
the private sector in other States and Territories than in Tasmania.

Type of episode of care

For the hospitals for which this data element was reported, 90% of separations were
classified as episodes of Acute care, 4% as Ungualified neonates and 2% as Rehabilitation
care. There was some variation among the States and Territories for which data were
supplied and between the public and private sectors (Table 5.11). For example, the
proportion of public hospital separations that were for Rehabilitation care ranged from
0.5% (245) in the Northern Territory to 2.1% in New South Wales (26,635) and
Queensland (14,640). Details of type of episode of care were not reported for Western
Australian psychiatric hospitals.

Unqualified neonates (defined in the Glossary) are included in the National Hospital
Morbidity Database for 199697, and have only been included in Tables 5.11 and 5.12.
They account for an additional 193,498 separations, the majority (164,381, 85%) in the
public sector, and as such will cause total separations in Table 5.11 to differ from those of
other tables.

Average length of stay for episodes of acute care in private hospitals (3.2 days) was
shorter than in public hospitals (3.8 days) (Table 5.12). In public hospitals the average
length of stay for unqualified neonates was 3.3 days whilst in private hospitals it was 5.3
days. Palliative care was the only other type of episode of care where the average length
of stay was longer for patients in private hospitals (14.9 days) than for public hospitals
(13.4 days).

Mode of separation

The majority of patients (4,947,087, over 90%) were included in the Other category,
suggesting that most people go home after separation from hospital. This was
particularly the case in the private sector, where 97% of separations (1,630,908) were
categorised as Other; in the public sector, this figure was 91% (3,316,179) (Table 5.13). The
main difference between the sectors was that more patients were transferred to other
hospitals in the public sector than in the private sector. There were also greater
proportions of separations in the public sector for statistical discharges, deaths and the
Left against medical advice/discharge at own risk category.
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