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Appendix A:  The National Health Data Committee membership
The National Health Data Committee membership as at time of publication was:

Member
organisation

Representative Address Contact details

Telephone (02) 6244 1168

Facsimile (02) 6244 1166

Chair Mr Ching Choi Head, Health Division
Australian Institute of Health &
Welfare
GPO Box 570
CANBERRA  ACT  2601 E-mail ching.choi@aihw.gov.au

Telephone (02) 6252 6300

Facsimile (02) 6252 5281

Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

Mr David Hunter Director, Classifications & Data
Standards
PO Box 10
BELCONNEN  ACT  2616 E-mail david.hunter@abs.gov.au

Telephone (02) 6205 0851

Facsimile (02) 6205 0866

Australian
Capital
Territory

Mr Mike Clarke Manager, Data & Health Economics
Unit
ACT Department of Health, Housing
& Community Care
GPO Box 825
CANBERRA  ACT  2601

E-mail mike.clarke@act.gov.au

Telephone (02) 6244 1121

Facsimile (02) 6244 1255

Australian
Institute of
Health and
Welfare

Ms Jenny
Hargreaves

Head, Patient Morbidity and Mental
Health Services Unit
GPO Box 570
CANBERRA  ACT  2601 E-mail jenny.hargreaves@aihw.gov.au

Telephone 0411 104 379

Facsimile (02) 6291 4466

Australian
Private Hospital
Association

Mr George Neale (Australian Private Hospital
Association Representative)
PO Box 291
Erindale centre ACT 2903 E-mail george.neale@bigpond.com

Telephone (02) 6289 4896

Facsimile (02) 6289 4727

Commonwealth
Department of
Veterans’
Affairs

Mr Geoffrey Moore Assistant Director, Hospital Deeds
and Arrangements
PO Box 21
WODEN  ACT  2606 E-mail geoffrey.moore@dva.gov.au

Telephone (02) 6289 7493

Facsimile (02) 6289 7630

Ms Jo Bothroyd Director, Costing and Ambulatory
Classification Section
Acute & Coordinated Care Branch
GPO Box 9848
CANBERRA  ACT  2601

E-mail jo.bothroyd@health.gov.au

Telephone (02) 6289 8530

Facsimile (02) 6289 8750

Commonwealth
Department of
Health and
Ageing

Mr Peter Callanan Director, Private Health Services
Reform Section
GPO Box 9848
CANBERRA  ACT  2601

E-mail peter.callanan@health.gov.au

Telephone (02) 6124 2054

Facsimile (02) 6124-2016

Health
Insurance
Commission

Ms Meera Rajendran Knowledge Manager
Health Insurance Commission

63 Denison Street

DEAKIN   ACT   2600
E-mail meera.rajendran@hic.gov.au

Telephone (07) 3864 5873

Facsimile (07) 3864 5515

National Centre
for
Classification in
Health

Ms Sue Walker Associate Director, National Centre
for Classification in Health
School of Public Health
Queensland University of Technology
Victoria Park Road
KELVIN GROVE  QLD  4059

E-mail s.walker@qut.edu.au

(Continued)

mailto:ching.choi@aihw.gov.au
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mailto:jenny.hargreaves@aihw.gov.au
mailto:George.neale@bigpond.com
mailto:murray.rye@dva.gov.au
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Member
organisation

Representative Address Contact details

Telephone (02) 9391 9090

Facsimile (02) 9391 9015

New South
Wales

Ms Joanna Kelly A/g Associate Director, Health
Informatics Group
Information Management & Clinical
Systems Branch
NSW Health Department
Locked Mail Bag 961
NORTH SYDNEY  NSW  2059

E-mail jkely@doh.health.nsw.gov.au

Telephone (08) 8999 2718

Facsimile (08) 8999 2618

Northern
Territory

Ms Kristine Luke Hospital Information Systems Unit
Business Information Management
Branch
Territory Health Services
PO Box 40596
CASUARINA  NT  0811

E-mail kristine.luke@nt.gov.au

Telephone (02) 9460 3897

Facsimile (02) 9460 3897

Private Health
Insurance
industry

Mr Michael
Bassingthwaighte

(Private Health Insurance industry
representative)
Lysaght Hospital & Medical Club
PO Box 77
PORT KEMBLA  NSW  2505 E-mail michaeljbass@ozemail.com.au

Telephone (07) 3234 0889

Facsimile (07) 3234 1529

Queensland Ms Sue Cornes D/Manager, Health Information
Centre
Information and Business
Management Branch
Queensland Department of Health
GPO Box 48
BRISBANE  QLD  4001

E-mail suzanne_cornes@health.qld.gov.au

Telephone (08) 8226 7329

Facsimile (08) 8226 7341

South Australia Mr Paul Basso Manager, Enterprise Information
Services
Information Management Services
Department of Human Services (SA)
PO Box 287, Rundle Mall
ADELAIDE  SA  5001

E-mail paul.basso@dhs.sa.gov.au

Telephone (03) 6233 4016

Facsimile (03) 6233 3550

Tasmania Ms Karen Hinton Manager, Clinical Data Services
Divisional Support Unit
Hospitals and Ambulance Services
GPO Box 125B
HOBART  TAS  7001

E-mail karen.hinton@dchs.tas.gov.au

Telephone (03) 9616 7456

Facsimile (03) 9616 8523

Victoria Mr Mark Gill Manager, Health Data Standards and
Systems Unit
Acute Health Division
Department of Human Services
GPO Box 4057
MELBOURNE  VIC  3001

E-mail mark.gill@dhs.vic.gov.au

Telephone (08) 9222 4228

Facsimile (08) 9222 4236

Western
Australia

Mr Terry Lennard Manager, Health Information
Planning Unit
Health Department of Western
Australia
PO Box 8172, Stirling Street
PERTH  WA  6849 E-mail terry.lennard@health.wa.gov.au

mailto:jkely@doh.health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:michaeljbass@ozemail.com.au
mailto:suzanne_cornes@health.qld.gov.au
mailto:paul.basso@dhs.sa.gov.au
mailto:karen.hinton@dchs.tas.gov.au
mailto:mark.gill@dhs.vic.gov.au
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Appendix B: Format for data element definitions
ISO/IEC 11179-based standards
All data element definitions included in the National Health Data Dictionary are presented
in a format based on ISO/IEC Standard 11179 Specification and Standardization of Data
Elements—the international standard for defining data elements issued by the International
Organization for Standardization and the International Electrotechnical Commission.
Collectively, the format describes a set of attributes for data definitions. The set of attributes
for data definitions used in the National Health Data Dictionary are described below.
Where an optional attribute is not populated with any information, the attribute is not listed
in the data element description.

NHDD information
Admin. status: The operational status (e.g. CURRENT, SUPERSEDED) of the data element or

data element concept and the date from which this status is effective. For
example, in the NHDD the latest revision of ‘Client type—alcohol and other
drug treatment services’ effective from 1 July 2002 has a ‘CURRENT’ status,
replacing the previous version of this data element operational from 1 July
2000 until 30 June 2002 which now has a ‘SUPERSEDED’ status. No
SUPERSEDED data elements are included in this hard copy publication of
the Dictionary. However, all data elements, including SUPERSEDED data
elements, are included on the Knowledgebase.

Knowledgebase
ID:

A 6-digit number used to identify the data element on the Knowledgebase
(previously known as the NHIK). In the Knowledgebase, this number is
preceded by an acronym that identifies the Registration Authority for each
data element. The National Health Information Management Group
(NHIMG) is the Registration Authority for all data elements included in the
Dictionary. The combination of Registration Authority, Knowledgebase (or
NHIK) ID and Version Number (see below) uniquely identifies each data
element in the Knowledgebase.

Version number: A version number for each data element, beginning with 1 for the initial
version of the data element, and 2, 3 etc. for each subsequent revision. This
meets the ISO/IEC Standard 11179 requirement for ‘identification of a data
element specification in a series of evolving data element specifications within
a registration authority’. A new version number is allocated to a data
element/concept when changes have been made to one or more of the
following attributes of the definition:
- Name
- Definition
- Data Domain
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Identifying and definitional attributes
Name: A single or multi-word designation assigned to a data element. This appears

in the heading for each unique data definition in the Dictionary.

Data element type: A data element may be either:

a. a DATA ELEMENT CONCEPT—a concept which can be represented in
the form of a data element, described independently of any particular
representation. For example, hospital ‘admission’ is a process, which
does not have any particular representation of its own, except through
data elements such as ‘admission date’, ‘mode of admission’, etc.

b. a DATA ELEMENT—a unit of data for which the definition,
identification, representation and permissible values are specified by
means of a set of attributes. For example, a hospital ‘admission date’ is a
unit of data for which the definition, identification, representation and
permissible values are specified.

c. a DERIVED DATA ELEMENT—a data element whose values are derived
by calculation from the values of other data elements. For example, the
data element  ‘Length of stay’ which is derived by calculating the number
of days from ‘Admission date’ to ‘Separation date’ less any ‘Total leave
days’;

d. a COMPOSITE DATA ELEMENT—a data element whose values
represent a grouping of the values of other data elements in a specified
order. For example, the data element ‘Establishment identifier’ is a
grouping of the data elements ‘State identifier’, ‘Establishment type’,
‘Region’ and ‘Establishment number’ in that order.

Definition: A statement that expresses the essential nature of a data element and its
differentiation from all other data elements.

Context: A designation or description of the application environment or discipline in
which a name is applied or from which it originates. For example, the context
for ‘Admission date’ is ‘Admitted patients’, while the context for ‘Capital
expenditure—gross’ is ‘Health expenditure’. For the Dictionary this attribute
may also include the justification for collecting the items and uses of the
information.

Relational and representational attributes
Data type: The type of symbol, character or other designation used to represent a data

element. Examples include integer, numeric, alphanumeric, etc. For example,
the data type for ‘Intended place of birth’ is a numeric drawn from a domain
or codeset in which numeric characters such as 1 = hospital, 4 = home are used
to denote a data domain value (see Data domain below).
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Field size
(minimum and
maximum):

The minimum and maximum number, respectively, of storage units (of the
corresponding datatype) to represent the data element value. For example, a
data element value expressed in dollars may require a minimum field size of
one character (1) up to a maximum field size of nine characters (999, 999, 999).
Field size does not generally include characters used to mark logical
separations of values, e.g commas, hyphens or slashes.

Layout: The Representational layout of characters in data element values expressed by
a character string representation. Examples include ‘DDMMYYYY’ for
calendar date, ‘N’ for a 1-digit numeric field,  and ‘$$$,$$$,$$$’ for data
elements about expenditure.

Data domain: The set of representations of permissible instances of the data element,
according to the representation form, layout, data type and maximum size
specified in the corresponding attributes. The set can be specified by name
(including an existing classification/code scheme such as ICD-10-AM), by
reference to a source (such as the ABS Directory of concepts and standards for
social, labour and demographic statistics, 1995), or by enumeration of the
representation of the instances (for example, for ‘Compensable status’ values
are 1 = Compensable 2 = Non-compensable).

Guide for use
(optional):

Additional comments or advice on the interpretation or application of the
attribute ‘data domain’ (this attribute has no direct counterpart in the ISO/IEC
Standard 11179 but has been included to assist in clarification of issues relating
to the classification of data elements).

Verification rules
(optional):

The rules and/or instructions applied for validating and/or verifying data
elements occurring in actual communication and/or databases, in addition to
the formal screening based on the requirements laid down in the basic
attributes.

Collection methods
(optional):

Comments and advice concerning the actual capture of data for the particular
data element, including guidelines on the design of questions for use in
collecting information, and treatment of ‘not stated’ or non-response (this
attribute is not specified in the ISO/IEC Standard 11179 but has been added to
cover important issues about the actual collection of data).

Related data
(optional):

A reference between the data element (or data element concept) and any
related data element/concept in the Dictionary, including the type of this
relationship. Examples include: ‘has been superseded by the data element…’,
‘is calculated using the data element…’, and  ‘supplements the data
element…’.

Administrative attributes
Source document
(optional):

The document from which definitional or representational attributes originate.
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Source
organisation:

The organisation responsible for the source document and/or the
development of the data definition (this attribute is not specified in the
ISO/IEC Standard 11179 but has been added for completeness). The Source
organisation is not necessarily the organisation responsible for the ongoing
development/maintenance of the data element definition.

National minimum
data sets
(optional):

The name of any national minimum data set established under the auspice of
the National Health Information Agreement (NHIA) which includes the
particular data element. The date of first effect is also included.

Comments
(optional):

Any additional explanatory remarks on the data element.
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Australian resident total population, 38

B
Behaviour-related nursing requirements—at residential

aged care admission, 7
Behaviour-related nursing requirements—at residential

aged care, current status, 7
Bilateral, 47
Blood pressure—diastolic measured, 8
Blood pressure—systolic measured, 8

C
cancer, 5, 42, 47, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, 56

Cancer Registries, 37, 43, 50, 52
Cardiovascular data set, v, 8
Cardiovascular disease existence of a premature family

history, 8
Carer availability, 8
Category reassignment date, 63
Census data, 12, 13, 14
Centrelink customer reference number, 7
Cholesterol-HDL—measured, 8
Cholesterol-LDL, 8
Cholesterol-Total—measured, 8
Client address type, 7
Client identification notes, 7
Client identifier type, 7
Client type, vi, 10, 59, 64, 84, 88
clinical practice, 29
clinical review, 63, 71
Community mental health care NMDS, v, 16, 23
Community mental health establishments, v, 16, 25
Community mental health establishments NMDS, 16, 25
Community support services accessed, 8
Concepts

Hospital waiting list, 67
Continence status, 7
Continence status (faeces) of residential aged care

resident—at admission, 7
Continence status (faeces) of residential aged care

resident—current status, 7
Continence status (urine) of residential aged care

resident—at admission, 7
Continence status (urine) of residential aged care

resident—current status ,7
Country of birth, 8, 10, 17, 19, 21, 23, 32, 88
Crude rate, v, 39, 41
CVD drug therapy—purpose, 8

D
Data elements in commonvi, 11, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26,

28, 30, 31, 33, 35, 87
Date of birth , 8, 10, 17, 19, 21, 23, 29, 32, 42, 43
Date of diagnosis, v, 8, 42
Date of diagnosis of cancer, v, 42
Date of procedure, v, 44
Date of review of the disease/condition/management, 8
Date patient presents, 62
death, 33, 72
Delivery point identifier, 7
dentistry, 29
Department of Health and Ageing, 82
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Department of Veterans’ Affairs iv, vi, 2, 6, 34, 59, 66,
82, 88

Department of Veterans’ Affairs file number, vi, 59, 66
Diabetes status categorisations, 8
Diabetes therapy type, 8
Diagnosis onset type, v, 45
diastolic, 8
Direct method, 38
Division of general practice number, 8

E
elective surgery, vi, 5, 6, 12, 13, 14, 15, 54, 57, 58, 59,

60, 62, 68, 72, 73, 74, 75, 78, 79, 80, 81, 92
Elective surgery data elements,  57, 63, 72, 78, 80
Elective surgery waiting times, v, 6, 12, 13, 16, 54, 58,

62, 68, 71, 73, 79, 81, 87
Elective surgery waiting times NMDS, v, 12, 13, 16
Emergency Department waiting times NMDS, v, 16, 27
Estimated date flag, 7, 43
European Standard Population, 39
excluded ICD-10-AM Codes

waiting list category, 76

F
Family name, 7
Feedback, v, 4
Foreword, iv
Functional profile, 7
Functional profile of residential aged care resident—at

admission, 7
Functional profile of residential aged care resident—

current status, 7

G
Given names, 7

H
Health care client identification, 7
Health Care Client Identification, v, 7
Health Insurance Commission, iv, 2, 82
Health labour force NMDS, 29
Health labourforce NMDS, 16
Hospital waiting list, vi, 5, 6, 15, 59, 67, 70, 89

I
ICD-10-AM, v, 6, 8, 44, 45, 50, 52, 75, 76, 86
ICDO, 47, 49, 51, 52
Indicator procedure, 6, 14, 75, 90
Indigenous status, 8, 11, 17, 19, 21, 23, 32, 90
Indirect method, 38, 39

Injury surveillance NMDS, v, 16, 31
Intergovernmental Committee on Drugs, 9, 59, 65, 69
International Classification of Diseases, v, 8, 48, 49, 50,

51, 52
International Classification of Diseases for Oncology, 48,

49, 50, 51, 52
International Statistical Classification of Diseases and

Related Health Problems, 75
Introduction, v, 1
ISO/IEC 11179, 4, 84
ISO/IEC Standard 11179, iv, 84, 86

K
Knowledgebase iv, v, 2, 3, 4, 7, 38, 41, 42, 44, 45, 47, 49,

51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 61, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69,
70, 72, 74, 78, 80, 84

L
Labour force status, 8
Laterality of primary cancer, v, 47, 51
Level of care, 7
Lipid profile—fasting status, 8
Listing date for care, vi, 5, 6, 14, 58, 59, 68, 79, 81
Living arrangement, 8
Location immediately prior to admission, 7
Location immediately prior to admission to residential

aged care, 7

M
melanoma, 5, 56
mental health, 16, 19, 23, 25, 61, 66, 87
Modified data elements, vi, 3, 7, 8, 59
Modified National Minimum Data Sets, v, 3, 9
Morphology of cancer, v, 49

N
Name context flag, 7
Name suffix, 7
Name title, 7
Name Type Code, 7
National Centre for Classification in Health, iv, 2, 44, 46,

52, 75, 76, 83
National Community Services Data Dictionary, 2, 3
National Community Services Information Management

Group, 2
National Community Services Information Model, 3
National Health Data Committee, i, ii, iv, v, vi, 1, 2, 3, 4,

12, 37, 44, 54, 58, 61, 63, 66, 68, 71, 73, 75, 79, 81,
82, 99
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National Health Information Management Group, 1, 2, 4,
8, 11, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 31, 33, 36,
37, 84

National Health Information Model, 3
National Health Performance Indicators, 3
National Minimum Data Set, v, 1, 3, 4, 5, 9, 13, 16, 17,

19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 32, 34, 59, 71
New data elements, v, 3, 7, 8, 37
New South Wales, 43, 50, 83
NHDC, v, 1, 4, 9, 37, 59
NHIMG, 2, 9, 12, 84
NMDSv, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34,
35, 59, 60, 65

Northern Territory, 62, 83
Number of service contacts, vi, 11, 59, 69, 91
Number of service contacts within a treatment episode

for alcohol and other drugs, 6, 59, 69, 91
nursing requirements, 7

O
objectives of the National Health Data Dictionary, 1
Overweight/obesity interventions, 8

P
paired organ, 47
Patient identifier for the general practice setting, 8
Patient listing status, 70
patients

deferred, 70
not ready for care, 70
ready for care, 70
staged,70

Pension status, 7
Pension status—residential aged care residents, 7
Perinatal, v, 16, 32, 33, 87, 92
Perinatal NMDS, 16, 32
Physical activity level—summary, 8
Physical inactivity intervention, 8
Postcode, 7, 8
Preferred language, 8, 11, 92
primary cancer, 5, 47, 51
Primary site of cancer, v, 47, 51
Private patient, 62
Proteinuria,8
Provider identifier for general practice, 8
Public hospital establishments, v, 16, 34
Public hospital establishments NMDS, 16, 34
Public patient, 62

Q
Quality accreditation/certification standard, v, 53
Queensland, 83

R
Reason for removal from elective surgery waiting list, vi,

5, 6, 14, 60, 72, 73, 92
Registration Authority, 2, 3, 84
Rehabilitation referral date, 8
Rehabilitation type, 8
Removal date, v, 12, 14, 37, 54, 57, 58, 80, 81
Removals data, 12, 13, 14
Renal Disease therapy categorisations, 8
residential aged care, 7
Retired from version 11, v, 7

S
Secretariat, ii, v, 2, 4, 99
Serum creatinine-measured, 8
service contacts, 11, 69
Sex, 8, 11, 18, 20, 21, 24, 33, 93
SMR, 39, 40
South Australia, 83
Specialised nursing requirements—at residential aged

care admission, 7
Specialised nursing requirements—current status, 7
standard population, 38, 39, 40
standardised mortality ratios, 39
Standards Australia, 7
State/territory identifier, 7
Suburb/town/locality, 7
Summary of changes, v, 3, 5
systolic, 8

T
Tasmania, 83
Telephone number, 7
Telephone number type, 7
Tobacco smoking cessation interventions, 8
Tobacco smoking status, 8
Triglycerides—measured, 8
Tumour, v, 55, 56
Tumour size at diagnosis, v, 55
Tumour thickness at diagnosis—melanoma, 5
Type of residential aged care admission, 7

V
Vascular history—categorisation, 8
Vascular therapies/ investigations categorisations, 8
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Version 11, i, ii, iv, v, 3, 4, 16, 37
Victoria, 83

W
Waiting list category, 74

Western Australia, 18, 20, 22, 83
World Standard Population, 39
WTESWG, 12

excluded ICD-10-AM Codes, 76
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Feedback form
National Health Data Dictionary

By Post By facsimile
Secretariat National Health Data Committee
GPO Box 570
Canberra   ACT   2601

(02) 6244 1255

Or use the feedback on the AIHW website:
http://www.aihw.gov.au/knowledgebase/index.html

1. Does the Data Dictionary in this form cater to your needs in relation to data
development?

�  YES �  NO Please comment_________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

2. Is the layout of this book easy to follow? �  YES �  NO
Please comment __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Overall, did you find the Data Dictionary
�  Very useful     �  Useful     �  Adequate     �  Not useful     �  a waste of paper

4. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Data Dictionary?  __________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

5. In what capacity are you interested in the Data Dictionary?
�  Data entry �  Service provision
�  Program Management �  Data base development/design
�  Policy development �  Other__________________________________________

6. Do you work in a:
�  Commonwealth government department �  Service delivery organisation
�  State/Territory government department � Other_______________________________

7. Do you know that the Dictionary is also available on the AIHW website?
�  YES �  NO Please comment_________________________________________

8. Would you be happy for us to contact you if we wish to follow-up on your response?
�  YES �  NO 
Name:                 ___________________________________________________________________
Organisation:     ___________________________________________________________________
email:                  ___________________________________________________________________
phone:     (        ) __________________________   fax:     (        )  ___________________________

http://www.aihw.gov.au/knowledgebase/index.html

