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Fetal deaths 
Figure 6.4 shows the trend in fetal deaths per 1,000 births for babies born to Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous mothers over the 1991–1993 to 2002–2004 periods. Perinatal death rates have 
not been presented because the data are incomplete for neonatal deaths for some years. 
Because of the small number of fetal deaths among babies born to Indigenous mothers and 
the instability in these fetal deaths over time, 3-year moving averages were calculated. As 
year groupings overlapped, linear regression could not be used when analysing the fetal 
death trend.  

Fetal death rates decreased over time among babies born to Indigenous mothers, from 16 
deaths per 1,000 births in 1991–1993 to 11 deaths per 1,000 births in 2002–2004 (Table 6.6). 
Despite the decrease in fetal deaths among babies born to Indigenous mothers, the rate 
remained almost double that of the fetal death rate for babies born to non-Indigenous 
mothers in 2002–2004. 

The fetal death rate decreased between 1991–1993 and 2002–2004 for babies born to 
Indigenous mothers; the rate for babies born to non-Indigenous mothers remained stable 
over time, at around 6 fetal deaths per 1,000 births.  
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Note: Error bars represent 99% confidence intervals. 

Source: Table 6.6. 

Figure 6.4: Fetal death rate (per 1,000 births) for babies born to Indigenous and non-
Indigenous mothers, 1991–1993 to 2002–2004 

 

Over the 1991–1993 to 2002–2004 period there was a decrease in the rate ratio between the 
rate of fetal deaths among babies born to Indigenous and non-Indigenous mothers. This 
implies that the rate of fetal deaths among babies born to Indigenous mothers compared 
with non-Indigenous mothers has been decreasing over time (Table 6.6).  
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