
12 Substance use morbidity 
and mortality
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Substance use morbidity and mortality
Drug-related hospitalisations
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Principal diagnosis/external cause

Age (years)

Number Rate per 100,000

12–19 20–24 Total 12–19 20–24 Total

Drug dependence (304) 906 1,585 2,491 43.3 116.5 72.1

Morphine type (304.0) 539 1,109 1,648 25.8 81.5 47.7

Combinations of morphine-type drug 
with any other (304.7) 57 149 206 2.7 10.9 6.0

Non-dependent abuse of drugs (305) 250 353 603 11.9 25.9 17.5

Morphine type (305.5) 66 63 129 3.2 4.6 3.7

Other, mixed or unspecified (305.9) 64 161 225 3.1 11.8 6.5

Accidental poisoning by drugs and medicinal 
substances (E850.0–E858.9) 1,561 1,532 3,093 74.6 112.6 89.5

Analgesics, antipyretics and 
antirheumatics (E850) 609 578 1187 29.1 42.5 34.4

Other psychotropic agents (E854) 333 350 683 15.9 25.7 19.8

Tranquillisers (E853) 262 349 611 12.5 25.6 17.7

Suicide and self-inflicted poisoning by drugs 
and medicinal substances (E950.0–E950.5) 2,489 2,418 4,907 118.9 177.7 142.1

Analgesics, antipyretics and 
antirheumatics (E950.0) 1,077 727 1,804 51.5 53.4 52.2

Other specified drugs and medicaments 
(E950.4) 462 374 836 22.1 27.5 24.2

Poisoning by drugs or medicinal substances 
undetermined whether accidentally or 
purposely (E980.0–E980.5) 57 62 119 2.7 4.6 3.4

Total (drugs and medicinal substances) 5,263 5,950 11,213 251.5 437.2 324.6

Alcohol-related(a) 1,477 1,166 2,643 70.6 85.7 76.5

(a) ICD-9-CM codes 305 Alcohol abuse, 571.0–571.3 Alcoholic liver cirrhosis, 291 Alcoholic psychosis, 303 Alcohol dependence, 
357.5 Alcoholic poly neuropathy, 425.5 Alcoholic cardiomyopathy, 535.5 Alcoholic gastritis, 980.0 Ethanol toxicity, 980.1 
Methanol toxicity, E860.0 Alcoholic beverage poisoning, E860.1 and E860.2 Other ethanol and methanol poisoning.

Source: AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database.
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Substance use morbidity and mortality
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Additional diagnosis Number

Poisoning by drugs (960.0–979.9) 3,376

Accidental poisoning by drugs (E850.0–E858.9) 834

Non-dependent abuse of drugs (305.0–305.9) 0

Drug dependence (304.0–304.9) 0

Poisoning by drugs undetermined whether accidentally or purposely (E980.0–E980.5) 20

Total (b) 4,230

(a) Excludes cases with a drug-related principal diagnosis or external cause. 

(b) Hospitalisations may be included in more than one group. 

Source: AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database.
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Substance use morbidity and mortality
All drug-related hospitalisations
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Sub-group Number Rate per 100,000

Principal diagnosis/external cause related to drug and medicinal substances 11,213 324.6

Other admissions with drugs and medicinal substances as a contributing cause 4,230 122.4

Total drug-related hospitalisations 15,443 446.8

Source: AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database.
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Substance use morbidity and mortality
Alcohol and tobacco
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Cause of death

Number Rate per 100,000

12–19
years

20–24
years Total

12–19
years

20–24
years Total

Drug dependence (304.0–304.9) 38 106 144 1.8 7.7 4.2

Morphine type (304.0) 22 82 104 1.1 6.0 3.0

Combinations of morphine type drug with any other (304.7) 10 18 28 0.5 1.3 0.8

Non-dependent abuse of drugs (305.0–305.9) 0 1 1 0.0 0.1 0.0

Accidental poisoning by drugs and medicinal substances 
(E850.0–E858.9) 12 26 38 0.6 1.9 1.1

Opiates and related narcotics (850.0) 6 13 19 0.3 0.9 0.5

Suicide and self-inflicted poisoning by drugs and medicinal 
substances (E950.0–E950.5) 12 25 37 0.6 1.8 1.1

Analgesics, antipyretics and antirheumatics (E950.0) 5 4 9 0.2 0.3 0.3

Tranquillisers and other psychotropic agents (E950.3) 1 9 10 0.0 0.7 0.3

Other specified drugs and medicaments (E950.4) 5 9 14 0.2 0.7 0.4

Poisoning by drugs and medicinal substances undetermined 
whether accidentally or purposely (E980.0–E980.5) 9 10 19 0.4 0.7 0.5

Analgesics, antipyretics and antirheumatics (E980.0) 5 4 9 0.2 0.3 0.3

Other specified drugs and medicaments (E980.4) 3 3 6 0.1 0.2 0.2

Total 71 168 239 3.4 12.2 6.9

Source: AIHW Mortality Database.
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Additional deaths with drugs as contributing factors
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Cause of death Number

Drug dependence (304.0–304.9) 25

Non-dependent abuse of drugs (305.0–305.9) 33

Poisoning drugs and medicinal substances (960.0–979.9) 225

Accidental poisoning by drugs and medicinal substances (E850.0–E858.9) 128

Poisoning by drugs and medicinal substances undetermined whether accidentally or purposely 
(E980.0–E980.5) 2

Total(a) 252

(a) Total number of additional drug-related deaths excluding those with an underlying drug-related cause of death 
(included in Table 12.4).

Source: AIHW National Mortality database.
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Substance use morbidity and mortality
All drug-related deaths
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Cause of death Number of deaths
Rate per 100,000

population

Underlying cause of death related to drug and medicinal sub-
stances 239 6.9

Other deaths with drugs as a contributing cause 252 7.3

Total drug-related deaths 491 14.2

Source: AIHW National Mortality database.
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(a) Drug dependency, accidental poisoning and suicide and self-inflicted poisoning by drugs are ICD-9 codes 304, 
E850–858 and E950.0–950.5 respectively

Source: AIHW Mortality Database.
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