


















































































































































































































































Table 37 : Infant's birthweight, live births and fetal deaths, Australia, 1993

Birthweight (g) Live births Fetal deaths
Number Per cent Number Per cent
Less than 500 199 0.1 364 24.1
500 - 999 912 04 413 253
1000 - 1499 1,458 0.6 158 97
1500 - 1999 2,963 1.1 134 82
2000 - 2499 9,612 37 131 8.0
2500 - 2999 39,467 153 169 10.3
3000 - 2499 94,739 36.6 131 8.0
3500 - 3999 79213 30.6 73 4.5
4000 - 4499 25,712 9.9 23 1.4
4500 and over 4,332 1.7 8 0.5
Not stated 306 31
All births 258,913 100.0 1,665 100.0
Less than 1000 1,111 0.4 807 494
Less than 1500 2,569 1.0 965 59.1
Less than 2500 15,144 59 1,230 75.3
Mean birthweight (g) 3,370 1,499

Table 38 :  Infant's birthweight by plurality, all births, Australia, 1993

Birthweight (g) Singletons Twins Triplets Other multiple births

Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
Less than 500 476 0.2 103 1.5 13 44 1 20.0
500 - 999 1,062 0.4 220 3.2 39 13.2 4 80.0
1000 - 1499 1,184 0.5 369 54 63 214 - -
1500 - 1999 2,219 0.9 778 114 100 33.9 - -
2000 - 2499 7,733 31 1,941 285 69 234 - -
2500 - 2999 37,315 14.7 2,310 33.9 11 3.7 - -
3000 - 3499 93,922 37.1 948 13.9 - - - -
3500 - 3999 79,152 31.3 134 2.0 - - - .
4000 - 4499 25,722 10.2 13 0.2 - - - R
4500 and over 4,339 1.7 1 0.0 - - - -
Not stated 312 - 23 - 2 - - -
All births 253,436 100.0 6,840 100.0 297 100.0 5 100.0
Less than 1000 1,538 0.6 323 4.7 52 17.6 3 100.0
Less than 1500 2,722 1.1 692 10.2 115 39.0 5 100.0
Less than 2500 12,674 5.0 3411 50.0 284 96.3 3 100.0
Mean birthweight (g) 3,386 2,398 1,589 632
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Table 39 : Infant's birthweight by sex, all births, Australia, 1993

Birthweight (g) Male Female Indeterminate / Not stated

Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
Less than 500 299 0.2 276 02 18 7.0
500 - 999 682 0.5 637 0.5 6 2.3
1000 - 1499 865 0.6 749 0.6 2 0.8
1500 - 1999 1,534 1.1 1,558 1.2 5 1.9
2000 - 2499 4,420 33 5,314 42 9 3.5
2500 - 2999 17,171 12.8 22,432 17.8 33 12.8
3000 - 3499 45,481 34.0 49,312 39.1 77 30.0
3500 - 3999 44,155 33.0 35,060 27.8 71 27.6
4000 - 4499 16,304 12.2 9,399 7.5 32 12.5
4500 and over 3,019 2.3 1,317 1.0 4 1.6
Not stated 166 - 145 - 26 -
All births 134,096 100.0 126,199 100.0 283 100.0
Less than 1000 981 0.7 913 0.7 24 9.3
Less than 1500 1,846 1.4 1,662 13 26 10.1
Less than 2500 7,800 5.8 8,534 6.8 40 15.6
Mean birthweight (g) 3,420 3,293 3,119
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Table 40 : Infant's birthweight, indigenous births, States and Territories, 1993

Birthweight (g) NSW Vic Qid WA SA Tas ACT NT Australia
Mean birthweight (g) 3,160 3321 3201 3,111 3,087 3,176 3,162 3,059 3,154
Number
Less than 500 9 - 9 12 1 - - 7 38
500 - 999 13 4 22 18 10 - 1 12 80
1000 - 1499 23 - 25 32 8 - - 30 118
1500 - 1999 20 s 50 28 15 - 1 27 146
2000 - 2499 91 22 149 101 25 - 4 92 484
2500 - 2999 338 73 470 338 98 3 16 340 1,674
3000 - 3499 532 171 809 516 127 2 10 424 2,591
3500 - 3999 325 141 524 305 79 - 12 228 1,614
4000 - 4499 98 34 169 9] 34 1 5 59 491
4500 and over 19 5 30 15 3 - - 11 83
Not stated 3 - 7 - - - - 6 16
All births 1,469 455 2,264 1,456 400 6 49 1,236 7,335
Less than 1000 22 4 31 30 11 - 1 19 118
Less than 1500 45 4 56 62 19 - 1 49 236
Less than 2500 156 31 255 19] 59 - 6 168 866
Per cent
Less than 300 0.6 - 04 0.8 0.3 - - 06 0.5
500 - 999 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.2 2.5 ~ 2.0 1.0 i1
1000 « 1499 1.6 - 1.1 2.2 2.0 - - 2.4 1.6
1500 - 1999 14 1.1 2.2 1.9 3.8 - 2.0 2.2 2.0
2000 - 2499 6.2 4.8 6.6 6.9 6.3 - 8.2 7.5 6.6
2300 - 2999 229 16.0 208 232 24,5 50.0 327 27.6 22.9
3000 - 3499 36.3 37.6 35.8 354 31.8 333 20.4 34.5 354
3500 - 3999 222 31.0 232 20.9 19.8 - 24.5 18.3 22.1
4000 - 4499 6.7 7.5 7.5 6.3 8.5 16.7 10.2 4.8 6.7
4500 and over 1.3 1.1 1.3 1.0 0.8 - - 0.9 1.1
All births 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 1000 1.5 0.9 14 2.1 2.8 - 2.0 1.5 1.6
Less than 1500 3.1 0.9 2.5 43 4.8 - 2.0 4.0 3.2
Less than 2300 10.6 6.8 1.3 13.1 14.8 - 12.2 13.7 11.8
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Table 41 : Distribution of birthweight by mother's Aboriginality, country of birth, age, parity,
marital status, accommodation status, and place of birth, Australia, 1993

Characteristic Less than 1000g

Less than 1500g

Less than 2500g

2500g and over

Number Per cent

Number Per cent

Number Per cent

Number Per cent

Maternal country of birth/

Aboriginality
Australia: non-indigenous 1,332 0.7
Australia; indigenous 118 1.6
New Zealand 24 0.4
United Kingdom {1 0.8
Italy 10 08
Former Yugoslavia 14 0.9
Lebanon 26 0.8
China 17 0.7
Hong Kong 5 0.3
India 13 1.0
Malaysia 15 1.1
Philippines 19 0.7
Vietnam 22 0.5
Other countries 160 0.8
Not stated 32 -
Maternal age
Less than 15 2 1.5
15-19 124 0.9
20-24 384 0.7
2329 585 0.7
30-34 533 07
35-39 242 0.9
40 and over 48 1.1
Not stated - -
Parity
None 841 0.8
One 526 0.6
Two 281 0.6
Three 147 0.9
Four or more 111 1.2
Not stated 12 .
Marital status
Married / de facto 1,586 0.7
Single 263 1.0
Other 69 1.1
Accommodation status*
Public 932 0.8
Private 483 0.6
Place of birth
Hospital 1,875 0.7
Birth centre 7 02
Home - -
Bom before arrival 23 3.0
Other 10 12.3
Not stated 3 .

2,477
236
65
188
(5

24
42

26

18
23
52
40
265
54

242
726
1,094
949
435
85

1,654
930
493
240
196

21

2,905
486
143

1,736
895

3,478

33
13

1.3
32
1.0
1.4
1.2
1.5
1.3
1.1
0.8
1.4
1.6
1.9
1.0
1.3

1.5
1.8
1.4
1.2
1.2
1.6
2.0

1.6
11
L1
1.4
2.

1.3
1.8
2.3

1.5
1.2

1.4
0.2

4.3
16.0

11,663
&66
374
896

78

107
181
114

51
123
98
184
260
1,220
159

14
{,107
3,335
5,268
4,462
1,850

330

7,782
4,445
2,309
1,047
728
63

13,506
2,305
563

7,825
4,130

16,198
43

93
29

6.1
11.8
58
6.6
6.3
6.5
5.5
5.0
4.7
9.7
7.0
6.7
6.3
6.0

10.4
82
6.5
6.0
5.9
7.0
7.8

7.6
5.1
5.3
6.3
7.7

59
8.6
9.1

6.3
1.3
0.7
12.1
358

175,685
6,453
5,913

12,775
1,158
1,536
3,083
2,181
1,044
1,144
1,300
2,566
3,880

19,233
1,916

121
12,453
48,193
82,689
71,772
24,557

3,906

176

85,118
82,244
41,513
15,541
8,697
754

213,630
24,591
5,646

106,807
72,100

238,900
3,357
801

675

52

82

939
88.2
94.1
93.4
937
93.5
94.5
95.0
953
90.3
93.0
933
937
94.0

89.6
91.8
93.5
94.0
94.1
93.0
922

924
94.9
94.7
93.7
92.3

94.1
91.4
90.9

93.2
94.6

93.7
98.7
99.3
87.9
64.2

* Data exclude Victoria and Northern Tervitory
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Table 42 : Proportion of liveborn low birthweight infants born in hospitals of different sizes, States and
Territories, 1993

Low birthweight NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Australia
category/Hospital size

Birthweight: 500 - 95%¢

Number of births 324 196 203 82 62 19 11 15 912
Per cent
1-100 confinements 1.2 - - 6.1 1.6 - - - 1.}
101-500 confinements 4.6 2.0 3.0 - 4.8 - - 6.7 3.2
501-1000 confinements 8.0 6.1 3.0 2.4 1.6 5.3 - 200 56
1001-2000 confinements 11.1 3.6 256 - 4.8 5.3 - 66.7 12.1
2001 and over confinements 74.7 88.3 68.5 91.5 87.1 895 100.0 - 77.9
Other births 03 - - - - - - 6.7 0.2
All births: 500 - 999¢ 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0

Birthweight: 1000 - 1499¢g

Number of births 487 319 292 143 118 39 27 33 1,458
Per cent
1-100 confinements 04 - 0.3 1.4 - - - - 0.3
101-500 confinements 1.4 22 1.4 2.8 34 - - 3.0 1.9
501-1000 confinemnents 82 8.5 4.5 2.1 1.7 7.7 - 12.1 6.3
1001-2000 contfinements 4.5 6.9 17.5 35 7.6 154 3.7 78.8 10.0
2001 and over confinements 854 824 76.4 90.2 873 76.9 96.3 - 81.3
Other births - - - - - - - 6.1 0.1
All births: 1000 - 1499¢ 100.¢ 100.0 100.¢ 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 1006.0 100.0

Birthweight: 1500 - 1999g

Number of births 881 715 638 281 271 . 68 53 36 2,963
Per cent
1-100 confmements 0.8 04 1.1 04 1.1 - - 1.8 0.7
101-500 confinements 5.6 34 3.4 5.0 7.0 2.9 1.9 3.6 4.5
501-1000 confinements 13.4 16.9 9.6 4.6 4.4 13.2 - 304 11.8
1001-2000 confinements 9.3 15.7 32.1 4.6 9.6 25.0 9.4 60.7 17.7
2001 and over confinements 70.8 63.6 336 85.1 77.9 58.8 88.7 - 651
Home births 0.1 - 0.2 0.4 - - - - 0.1
Other births - - - - - - - 3.6 0.1
All births: 1500 - 1999¢ 100.,0  100.0  100.0 10,0 1000 1000 100.0  100.0 100.0




Table 43 : Infant's Apgar score at I minute, live births, selected States and Territories, 1993

Apgar score NSW Qld WA SA Tas  ACT NT  Australia*
Number
0 55 31 - 8 2 - 1 97
1 309 263 113 95 29 30 39 878
2 507 383 168 164 48 52 47 1,369
3 736 571 303 244 98 80 60 2,092
4 1,022 898 477 485 132 94 82 3,190
5 1,756 1,520 924 798 209 165 136 5,528
6 2,935 2416 1,600 1,534 421 338 232 9,476
7 4,674 4510 3,199 2,761 700 480 396 16,720
8 10,713 9,908 6642 5402 1,578 913 720 35,876
S 22,328 24705 11,347 8036 328 2446 1,704 73,848
10 859 1,841 344 272 310 53 31 3,710
Not stated 41,278 110 43 45 - 54 30 41,560
All five births 87,172 47,136 25,160 19,844 6,809 4,705 3,498 194,344
Per cent
0 0.1 0.1 - 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.1
1 0.7 0.6 04 0.5 0.4 0.6 1.1 0.6
2 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.7 1.1 1.4 0.9
3 1.6 1.2 12 1.2 1.4 1.7 1.7 14
4 2.2 1.9 1.9 24 1.9 2.0 24 2.1
5 38 32 37 4.0 31 35 45 3.6
6 6.4 5.1 6.4 7.7 6.2 7.3 6.7 6.2
7 10.2 9.6 127 13.9 10.3 10.3 11.4 10.9
8 233 211 26.4 273 232 19.6 20.8 233
9 48.7 325 45.2 40.6 482 32.6 49.1 483
10 1.Y 39 1.4 1.4 4.6 1.1 0.9 2.4
All live births 1000 100.0 1060  100.0 1000 100.0  100.0 190.0
1-3 34 26 2.3 2.5 26 35 4.2 2.8
4-6 12.4 10.3 11.9 142 11.2 12.8 13.6 11.9
7-10 84.1 87.1 857 83.2 86.2 83.7 82.2 85.2

* Data exclude Victoria
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Table 44 : Infant’s Apgar score at 5 minutes, live births, States and Territories, 1993

Apgar score NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Australia
Number
0 81 18 37 8 10 1 - 1 156
1 74 60 81 14 22 7 8 6 272
2 65 32 46 14 8 6 5 9 185
3 92 59 57 19 24 6 1 9 277
4 192 95 98 32 45 19 7 8 496
5 402 208 197 73 76 41 22 22 1,041
6 829 381 299 216 152 55 45 42 2,019
7 1,847 978 692 507 452 117 104 111 4,808
8 5,328 2,993 2319 1,698 1437 345 328 243 14,691
9 53,674 32,506 23,794 16,598 12,144 3,315 3,488 2417 147,936
10 23,528 26,908 19405 5942  S441 2,897 643 600 85,364
Not stated 1,060 85 131 39 33 - 44 30 1,422
All live births 87,172 64,323 47,156 25,160 19,844 6,809 4,705 3,498 258,667
Per cent
0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 - 0.0 0.1
| 0.1 0.1 02 0.1 0.1 0.1 02 02 0.1
2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1
3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 02 0.3 0.1
4 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 02 0.2
5 0.5 0.3 04 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.4
6 1.0 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.2 0.8
7 2.1 1.5 1.5 20 2.3 1.7 2.2 32 1.9
8 6.2 4.7 4.9 6.8 7.3 5.1 7.0 7.0 5.7
9 623 50.6 50.6 66.1 61.3 48.7 74.8 69.7 57.5
10 27.3 41.9 413 237 27.5 42.5 13.8 17.3 332
All live births 100.0 1000  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0
1-3 0.3 02 0.4 02 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.3
4-6 1.7 1. 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.7 1.6 2.1 1.4
7-10 98.0 98.7 98.3 98.5 98.3 98.0 97.9 97.2 98.3

77



Table 45 1 Apgar scores at 1 and 5 minutes, by birthweight and Aboriginality, live births, Australia, 1993

Apgar score Less than 1000g  1000-1499g  1500-1999g  2000-2499g 2500g and over Not stated
All live births
Apgar score: 1 minute *
Live births (n) 859 1,138 2,240 7,168 182,688 251
Per cent
0 2.6 0.5 0.6 0.1 0.0 1.1
1-3 436 202 11.6 5.3 23 11.6
4-6 275 353 26.5 183 112 20.0
7-10 26.3 44.0 61.2 76.4 86.5 674
Apgar score: S minutes
Live births (n) 1,095 1,457 2,953 9,602 243,273 285
Per cent
0 6.1 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.0 1.6
1-3 18.8 3.6 14 0.5 0.2 6.8
4-6 19.0 12.5 6.7 2.9 1.1 10.0
7-10 56.0 83.4 91.5 96.5 98.7 81.7
Indigenous live births
Apgar score: 1 minute *
Live births (n) 65 100 132 455 5,998 13
Per cent
0 1.7 - - 0.2 0.1 -
1-3 552 23.1 8.9 52 34 -
4-6 22.4 40.7 25.0 20.7 13.6 12.5
7-10 20.7 36.3 66.1 73.9 83.0 87.5
Apgar score: S minutes
Live births (n) 66 100 137 477 6,422 13
Per cent
0 9.8 2.1 - 02 0.0 -
1-3 279 8.2 0.7 0.4 0.3 -
4-6 19.7 9.3 37 34 20 -
7-10 42.6 80.4 95.6 96.0 97.6 100.0

Table excludes Apgar scores ‘not stated’

* Data exclude Victoria
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Table 46 : Apgar scores at 1 and 5 minutes by birthweight and plurality, live births, Australia, 1993

Apgar score Less than 1000g  1000-1499g  1500-1999g  2000-2499g 2500g and over Not stated
Singleton live births
Apgar score: 1 minute *
Live births (n) 669 820 1,599 5,745 180,351 257
Per cent
0 3.1 0.7 0.7 0.1 0.0 1.0
1-3 42.5 234 13.5 5.6 23 11.0
4-6 26.0 35.6 27.0 18.4 11.2 19.9
7-10 28.4 404 58.8 75.9 86.5 68.1
Apgar score: 5 minutes
Live births (n) 850 1,046 2,097 7,612 240,055 286
Per cent
0 5.3 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.0 1.6
1-3 19.2 42 1.8 0.6 02 73
4-6 17.9 13.6 8.0 3.2 1.1 8.9
7-10 57.6 81.7 89.8 96.1 98.7 82.1
Multiple live births
Apgar score: 1 minute *
Live births (1) 206 319 649 1,433 2,527 15
Per cent
0 1.1 - 04 - -
1-3 46.2 11.9 6.9 3.9 2.7 25.0
4-6 30.6 34.7 254 18.0 13.6
7-10 22.0 534 67.4 78.2 837 75.0
Apgar score: 5 minutes
Live births (n) 261 412 866 2,000 3,408 20
Per cent
0 8.6 0.7 0.1 - - -
1-3 18.0 20 0.5 0.1 0.2 10.0
4-6 22.7 9.8 3.6 2.1 1.1 300
7-10 50.8 87.5 95.8 97.8 98.7 60.0

Table excludes Apgar scores 'not stated’

* Data exclude Victoria
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Table 47 : Length of infant's stay in hospital, live births, States and Territories, 1993

Length of stay NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Australia
Number
Less than 1 day 823 443 335 269 164 67 74 41 2216
1 day 2,280 1,905 2,036 1,031 611 262 321 139 8,585
2 days 4,337 4,150 5,121 2,158 1,257 529 477 361 18,390
3 days 6,319 8,605 8377 3,569 1,957 761 684 508 30,780
4 days 7476 11,958 9,120 3,660 3351 1,246 803 524 38,138
5 days 7,554 11,432 7614 4405 4,555 1,473 792 615 38,440
6 days 5,826 9,091 5000 3495 2804 949 564 415 28,144
7 - 13 days 6,517 13334 6,494 4,88 4,232 1,136 646 626 37,871
14 - 20 days 395 612 512 199 287 71 44 54 2,174
21 -27 days 173 294 247 55 176 44 23 29 1,041
28 or more days 505 490 531 177 404 76 45 44 2,272
Not stated 39,259 1 127 - - - 1 - 39,388
All live births 81,464 62,315 45514 23904 19,798 6,614 4,474 3,356 247,439
Per cent
Less than | day 2.0 0.7 0.7 1.1 0.8 1.0 1.7 12 1.1
I day 54 3.1 4.5 43 31 4.0 72 4.1 4.1
2 days 10.3 6.7 11.3 9.0 6.3 8.0 10.7 10.8 8.3
3 days 15.0 13.8 18.35 14.9 9.9 11.5 153 151 14.8
4 days 17.7 19.2 20.1 15.3 16.9 18.8 18.0 15.6 183
3 days 17.9 183 16.8 18.4 23.0 22.3 17.7 183 18.3
6 days 13.8 14.6 11.0 14.6 14.2 14.3 12.6 124 135
7 - 13 days 154 21.4 14.3 20.4 214 17.2 14.4 18.7 18.2
14 - 20 days 0.9 1.0 1.1 0.8 1.4 1.1 1.0 1.6 1.0
21-27 days 04 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.9 0.3
28 or more days 1.2 0.8 1.2 0.7 2.0 1.1 1.0 1.3 1.1
All live births 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0
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Table 48 : Length of infant's stay in hospital by plurality, Aboriginality, gestational age, and birthweight,
live births, Australia, 1993

Characteristic Infants 0-2 days 3-4 days 5-6 days 7-13 days 14-20 days 21-27 days 28 or more
)~ days
Plurality Per cent
Singleton 166,637 14.9 333 317 17.9 0.9 0.4 0.9
Twin 4,566 6.2 6.3 14.2 45.8 11.1 5.7 10.7
Other multiple birth 226 12.4 22 3.1 17.3 13.3 8.4 434
Aboriginality
Indigenous 5,772 26.4 35.0 19.5 13.9 2.1 0.9 23
Non-indigenous 165,657 14.3 3255 31.6 18.8 1.1 0.6 1.1
Gestational age
20-27 weeks 992 61.3 1.8 0.9 2.6 1.0 0.8 31.6
28-31 weeks 1,245 17.3 22 3.5 7.9 5.7 75 56.0
32-36 weeks 9,767 92 11.5 17.0 334 134 7.4 8.1
3741 weeks 152,906 14.6 342 32.6 18.0 04 0.1 0.1
42 or more weeks 5,832 17.1 36.8 30.8 15.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Not stated 687 242 323 229 14.1 22 0.7 36
Birthweight
Less than 1000g 1,057 59.0 1.6 1.7 2.7 1.1 1.1 326
1000-1499¢g 1,028 18.9 2.1 22 5.6 4.6 6.6 59.9
1500-1999¢g 2,131 10.6 32 6.5 19.4 16.1 5.7 285
2000-2499g 6,602 7.8 14.0 20.7 35.7 12.9 5.5 3.5
2500g and over 160,409 14.7 34.1 324 18.1 0.5 0.1 0.1
Not stated 202 31.2 257 23.8 15.8 1.5 0.5 1.5

Table excludes New South Wales
* Data exclude length of stay ‘not stated’
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Table 49 : Mode of separation of infants born in hospitals or birth centres, States and Territories, 1993

Mode of separation NSW Vic Qid WA Tas ACT NT  Australia”
Number
Discharge home 81,295 62,083 45,220 23,861 6,414 4,495 3,400 226,768
Transfer to another hospital 5,426 1,815 1,478 1,100 103 187 66 10,175
Fetal death 534 414 291 176 47 37 40 1,539
Liveborn / Died 236 207 190 34 - 19 24 730
Other - 71 - 43 - | . 5
Not stated 186 - 106 - 200 14 7 313
All births 87,677 64,590 47285 25234 6,764 4,753 3,337 239,840
Per cent
Discharge home 92.9 96.1 958 94,6 977 94.9 96.3 94.8
Transfer to another 6.2 2.8 31 4.4 1.6 3.9 1.9 4.3
Fetal death 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.8 i1 0.6
Liveborn / Died 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.2 - 0.4 0.7 0.3
Other - 0.1 - 0.2 - 0.0 - 0.0
All births 1900.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

* Data exclude South Australia
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Table 50: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths and rates, various definitions, Australia, 1991-1993

Definition/Outcome Number Rate per 1,000 births

1991 1992** 1993 1991-1993 1991 1992** 1993 1991-1993
400g/20 weeks
Fetal] deaths 1,933 1,943 1,656 5,532 7.5 7.3 6.3 7.0
Early neonatal deaths 1,141 1,203 1,017 3,361 44 4.6 3.9 4.3
Perinatal deaths 3,074 3,146 2,673 8,893 11.8 11.8 10.2 11.2
Live births 257,247 264,151 260,229 781,627
500g/22 weeks
Fetal deaths 1,478 1,493 1,245 4216 5.7 5.6 4.8 5.4
Early neonatal deaths 818 813 687 2,318 3.2 3.1 2.6 3.0
Neonatal deaths 1,012 1,015 886 2,913 3.9 3.8 34 3.7
Perinatal deaths (WHO) 2,296 2,306 1,932 6,534 8.9 8.7 7.4 83
Perinatal deaths (ABS) 2,490 2,508 2,131 7,129 9.6 9.4 82 9.1
Live births 257,194 263,963 260,061 781,218
1000g/28 weeks
Fetal deaths 1,029 1,012 823 2,864 4.0 3.8 32 3.7
Early neonatal deaths 481 466 409 1,356 1.9 1.8 1.6 1.7
Perinatal deaths 1,510 1,478 1,232 4,220 5.9 5.6 4.7 5.4
Live births* 256,263 263,140 259,453 778,856

* Estimated live births.
** The figures were adjusted by excluding postueonatal deaths which coded as "0’ for cessation
of heartbeat, but age at death > 28 days.
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Table S1:  Type of fetal death, Australia, 1973-1993

Year Antepartum Intrapartum* Not known** All fetal deaths
Rate per Rate per Rate per Rate per
Number , 500 bri’rths Number 500 in)rths Number 099 births | Number 1,000 b?rths
1973 1,321 6.1 906 3.6 200 0.8 2,627 10.5
1974 1,525 6.2 872 35 209 0.8 2,606 10.3
1975 1,244 5.3 781 33 159 0.7 2,184 9.3
1976 1,253 5.5 692 3.0 180 0.8 2,125 92
1977 1,160 5.1 583 2.6 156 0.7 1,899 8.3
1978 1,204 5.3 532 24 169 0.7 1,905 8.4
1979 1,082 4.8 529 24 146 0.6 1,757 7.8
1980 1,081 4.8 492 22 135 0.6 1,708 7.3
1981 1,114 47 461 1.9 131 0.6 1,706 7.2
1982 1,114 4.6 463 1.9 128 0.5 1,705 7.
1983 1,065 4.4 424 1.7 130 0.5 1,619 6.6
1984 1,079 4.5 387 1.6 127 0.5 1,593 6.6
1985 1,028 42 370 1.5 120 0.5 1,518 62
1986 1,055 43 419 1.7 111 0.5 1,585 6.5
1987 981 4.0 352 14 99 04 1,432 5.8
1988 1,002 4.0 362 1.5 109 0.4 1,473 6.0
1989 995 3.9 354 1.4 102 0.4 1,451 5.8
1990 1,087 4.1 393 1.5 108 0.4 1,590 6.0
1991 993 3.8 359 1.4 126 0.5 1,478 57
1992 1,052 4.0 312 1.2 129 0.5 1,493 5.6
1993 877 34 274 1.0 94 0.4 1,245 4.8

* Includes fetal deaths where it was not known whether heartbeat ceased before or after delivery.

** Nor known whether heartbeat ceased before or during labour.

Table 32:  Neonatal deaths by age at death, Australia, 1973-1993

Year Less than 1 day 1-6 days 7-27 days All neonatal deaths*

Rate per Rate per Rate per Rate per

Number . 1,000 live Number 1,000 live Number 1,000 live Number 1,000 live

births births births births

1973 1,592 6.4 899 36 301 1.2 2,792 11.3
1974 1,441 59 967 3.9 326 1.3 2,734 112
1975 1,287 5.5 669 29 261 1.1 2,217 9.5
1976 1,216 5.3 662 29 287 1.3 2,165 9.3
1977 1,054 4.7 524 23 293 1.3 1,871 8.3
1978 1,036 4.6 466 2.1 236 1.1 1,738 78
1979 883 4.0 4062 2.1 260 1.2 1,605 72
1980 812 3.6 424 1.9 267 1.2 1,503 6.7
1981 800 34 387 1.6 253 1l 1,440 6.1
1982 829 3.5 419 1.7 281 1.2 1,529 6.4
1983 766 32 350 1.4 233 1.0 1,349 5.6
1984 641 2.7 339 1.4 223 0.9 1,204 5.1
1985 691 2.8 423 17 298 1.2 1,416 5.8
1986 639 2.6 337 1.4 241 1.0 1,227 5.0
1987 588 2.4 329 1.3 242 1.0 1,159 4.8
1988 599 24 337 1.4 228 09 1,164 4.7
1989 499 2.0 333 1.3 222 0.9 1,058 4.2
1990 576 22 30 1.2 235 0.9 1,122 4.3
1991 529 2.1 289 1.1 192 0.7 1,012 39
1992 345 2.1 268 1.0 200 0.8 1,015 38
1993 449 1.7 238 09 198 0.8 886 3.4

* Includes 'not stated’ age at death.
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Table 53:  Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths, Australia, 1973-1993
Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths
Year
Rate per
Number Lﬁ;’éeb?:t;s Number 1,000 live Number R“tebfi’:trhi’oou
births

1973 2,627 10.3 2,792 11.3 5,419 21.7
1974 2,606 10.5 2,734 11.2 5,340 21.6
1975 2,184 9.3 2,217 9.5 4,401 18.7
1976 2,125 92 2,165 9.5 4,290 18.7
1977 1,899 8.3 1,871 8.3 3,770 16.3
1978 1,905 84 1,738 7.8 3,643 16.1
1979 1,757 7.8 1,605 72 3,362 15.0
1980 1,708 7.3 1,503 6.7 3,211 14.1
1981 1,706 7.2 1,440 6.1 3,146 13.2
1982 1,705 7.1 1,529 64 3,234 134
1983 1,619 6.6 1,349 5.6 2,968 12.2
1984 1,593 6.6 1,204 5.1 2,797 11.7
1985 1,518 6.2 1,416 5.8 2,934 12.0
1986 1,585 6.5 1,227 5.0 2812 115
1987 1,432 5.8 1,159 4.8 2,591 10.6
1988 1,473 6.0 1,164 47 2,637 10.7
1989 1451 58 1,058 42 2,509 9.9
1990 i,590 6.0 1,122 4.3 2,712 10.3
1991 1,478 5.7 1,012 39 2,490 9.6
1992 1,493 5.6 1,015 38 2,508 94
1993 1,245 4.8 886 34 2,131 8.2




Table 834: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths by maternal State or Territory of usual residence,

1987-1993
Qutcome / Year NSW Vie Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Australia
Number

Fetal deaths

1987 504 362 227 143 39 32 31 44 1,432
1988 538 356 234 120 109 55 27 34 1,473
1989 476 406 221 111 127 35 28 47 1451
1990 584 403 246 133 115 43 33 31 1,590
1991 521 340 269 143 104 38 29 34 1,478
1992 582 345 242 121 111 35 19 38 1,493
1993 45] 288 197 117 96 41 21 34 1,245
1991-1993 1,554 973 708 381 311 114 69 106 4,216
Neonatal deaths

1987 429 267 207 105 81 32 14 24 1,159
1988 408 276 198 108 84 34 21 35 [.164
1989 416 194 189 110 72 40 12 25 1,058
1990 376 302 173 105 89 26 21 30 1,122
1991 359 238 188 81 54 44 21 27 1,012
1992 409 196 191 97 46 29 21 26 1,015
1993 313 194 181 67 58 24 il 36 886
1991-1993 1,083 628 560 245 158 97 53 &9 2,913
Perinatal deaths

1987 933 629 434 248 170 64 45 68 2,591
1988 946 632 432 228 193 &9 48 69 2,637
1989 892 600 410 221 199 75 40 72 2,509
1990 960 703 419 238 204 71 54 6l 2,712
1991 &80 578 457 224 158 82 50 61 2,490
1992 991 541 433 218 157 64 40 64 2,508
1993 766 482 378 184 154 65 32 70 2,131
1990-1993 2,637 {,601 1,268 626 469 211 122 195 7,129
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Table 34: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal death rates by maternal State or Territory of usual residence,

1987-1993 (cont.)
Outcome / Year NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Australia
Rate per 1,000 births

Fetal deaths

1987 5.8 5.9 3.7 6.1 4.6 4.7 75 12.3 5.8
1988 6.3 5.7 5.7 4.8 57 8.1 6.2 9.8 6.0
1989 5.5 6.3 5.2 4.4 6.4 5.1 6.7 13.7 5.8
1990 6.4 6.0 55 52 5.8 6.4 74 8.6 6.0
1991 5.9 32 6.1 5.6 53 5.5 6.1 94 5.7
1992 6.3 52 32 4.8 3.7 5.0 4.3 10.1 56
1993 5.0 4.5 42 4.6 4.8 6.0 4,7 9.4 4.8
1991-1993 57 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.2 5.5 5.0 9.6 54
Neonatal deaths

1987 5.0 4.3 3.3 4.5 42 4.7 34 6.8 4.8
1988 48 4.4 4.9 43 4.4 5.0 4.8 10.2 47
1989 4.9 3.0 4.5 44 3.7 5.9 2.9 7.4 42
1990 472 45 3.9 4.1 4.5 3.7 47 8.4 43
1991 4.1 36 4.3 32 2.7 6.4 4.4 7.5 3.9
1992 4.4 30 4.1 39 2.4 42 4.7 7.0 3.8
1993 33 30 39 27 2.9 35 25 10.0 34
1991-1993 4,0 32 4.1 32 2.7 4.7 3.9 8.1 37
Perinatal deaths

1987 10.8 10.2 11.0 10.6 2.8 94 10.9 19.0 10.6
1988 11.1 10.1 10.6 9.0 10.0 13.0 11.0 19.9 10.7
1989 10.3 93 9.7 8.8 10.1 11.0 9.6 21.1 9.9
1990 10.5 10.3 93 9.3 10.2 10.0 12.0 17.0 10.3
1991 10.0 8.8 10.3 8.8 80 . 119 10.5 16.8 9.6
1992 10.6 82 9.3 8.7 8.1 9.1 90 17.0 94
1993 8.5 75 8.1 73 76 95 72 19.3 8.2
[991-1993 9.7 8.2 92 3.2 7.9 10.1 8.9 17.7 9.1
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Table 55: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths by maternal age, Australia, 1987-1993

Outcome / Year Maternal age (years)

Less than 20  20-24  25-290  30-34  35-3% 40 and over Not stated All ages

Number

Fetal deaths

1987 114 312 476 354 131 35 10 1,432
1988 118 330 492 335 149 32 17 1,473
1989 104 334 462 363 142 33 13 1,451
1990 119 340 525 413 152 35 6 1,590
1991 128 310 443 412 i35 45 5 1,478
1992 118 288 458 410 161 41 17 1,493
1993 94 253 380 320 154 33 11 1,245
1991-1993 340 851 1,281 1,142 450 119 33 4216
Neonatal deaths

1987 84 269 397 256 89 13 51 1,159
1988 86 258 390 257 102 17 54 1,164
1989 86 196 357 265 90 19 45 1,058
1990 94 214 373 278 113 25 25 1,122
1991 80 210 309 252 101 24 36 1,012
1992 66 226 295 251 100 23 54 1,015
1993 36 178 259 232 90 12 59 886
1991-1993 202 614 863 735 291 59 149 2,913
Perinatal deaths

1987 198 581 873 610 220 48 61 2,591
1988 204 588 882 592 251 49 71 2,637
1989 190 530 &19 628 232 32 58 2,509
1990 213 554 898 691 265 60 31 2,712
1991 208 520 752 664 236 69 41 2,490
1992 184 514 753 661 261 64 71 2,508
1993 150 431 639 552 244 45 70 2,131
1991-1993 342 1,465 2,144 1,877 741 178 182 7,129
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Table 55: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal death rates by maternal age, Australia, 1987-1993 (cont.)

Outcome / Year Maternal age (years)

Less than 20 20-24  25-29  30-34  35-39 40 and over All ages

Rate per 1,000 births
Fetal deaths

1987 8.1 5.6 5.0 6.0 7.2 12.8 5.8
1988 8.4 6.2 5.1 54 7.6 116 6.0
1989 72 6.4 4.8 5.5 6.7 10.5 58
1990 7.8 6.4 5.4 5.8 6.6 99 6.0
1991 8.6 6.0 4.8 57 5.6 124 37
1992 83 54 5.0 5.4 6.2 9.9 5.6
1993 7.1 50 43 4.1 57 7.7 438
1991-1993 8.0 5.5 47 5.1 5.8 9.9 5.4

Neonatal deaths

1987 6.0 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.9 4.8 4.8
1988 6.2 4.9 4.1 4.2 53 6.2 4.7
1989 6.0 38 3.7 4.1 43 6.1 42
1990 6.2 4.0 3.8 3.9 5.0 7.1 43
1991 5.4 4.1 34 3.5 42 6.7 3.9
1992 4.7 43 32 3.3 39 5.6 3.8
1993 4.3 3.5 2.9 3.0 34 2.8 34
1991-1993 4.8 4.0 3.2 33 3.8 4.9 3.7

Perinatal deaths

1987 14.0 104 9.1 10.4 12.1 17.6 10.6
1988 14.5 11.0 9.2 9.6 12.9 17.8 10.7
1989 13.2 10.2 8.5 9.6 11.0 16.6 9.9
1950 14.0 10.4 g2 9.7 11.6 17.0 10.3
1991 14.0 10.0 8.1 9.3 9.8 18.9 9.6
1992 12.9 9.7 8.2 8.7 10.0 15.4 9.4
1993 11.3 8.5 72 7.1 9.1 10.6 8.2
1991-1993 12.8 9.4 79 8.3 9.6 14.8 9.1
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Table 56: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths, singleton and multiple births, Australia, 1991-1993

Outcome / Singletons Twins Other multiple births All infants
Year Rate per Rate per Rate per Rate per
Number | 000 births T 1 000 births U7 1000 births ™7 | 000 births
Fetal deaths
1991 1,349 5.4 122 18.6 7 258 1,478 5.7
1992 1,393 54 92 13.9 7 214 1,492 5.6
1993 1,136 45 101 14.8 8 26.8 1,245 4.8
1991-1993 3,878 5.1 313 15.7 22 242 4215 5.4
Neonatal deaths
1991 870 35 124 19.3 18 68.2 1,012 3.9
1992 876 34 135 20.7 4 12.5 1,015 3.8
1993 752 3.0 112 16.6 22 75.9 886 3.4
1991-1993 2,498 33 371 18.8 44 495 2,913 3.7
Perinatal deaths
1991 2,219 8.8 246 37.5 25 92.3 2,490 9.6
1992 2,269 88 227 343 11 336 2,507 9.4
1993 1,888 7.4 213 312 30 100.7 2,131 8.2
1991-1993 6,376 8.3 686 34,1 66 72.5 7,128 9.1
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Table 57: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths by infant's sex, Australia, 1987-1993

Outcome / Year Number Rate per 1,000 births

Males Females All infants Males Females All infants
Fetal deaths
1987 762 670 1,432 6.0 3.6 58
1988 822 651 1,473 6.5 5.4 6.0
1989 769 682 1,451 6.0 3.5 5.8
1990 888 702 1,590 6.5 5.5 6.0
1991 777 701 1,478 5.9 3.6 57
1992 779 714 1,493 5.7 55 5.6
1993 668 . 577 1,245 5.0 4.5 4.8
1991-1993 2,224 1,992 4,216 5.5 52 54
Neonatal deaths
1987 676 483 1,159 34 4.1 48
1988 669 495 1,164 3.3 4.1 47
1989 595 463 1,058 4.6 3R 42
1990 660 462 1,122 4.9 3.6 43
1991 371 441 1,012 4.3 35 3.9
1992 396 419 1,015 4.4 33 38
1993 S11 375 886 38 3.0 34
1991-1993 1,678 1,235 2,913 4.2 32 37
Perinatal deaths
1987 1,438 1,153 2,591 114 9.7 10.6
1938 1,491 1,146 2,637 11.7 9.5 10.7
1989 1,364 1,145 2,509 10.6 9.3 9.9
1990 1,548 1,164 2,712 114 9.1 10.3
1991 1,348 1,142 2,490 102 9.1 96
1992 1,375 1,133 2,508 10.1 88 9.4
1993 1,179 952 2,131 8.8 7.5 8.2
1991.1993 3,902 3,227 7,129 9.7 8.4 9.1
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Table 58: Fetal deaths by gestational age, Australia, 1973-1993

Gestational age (weeks)

Year

Less than 28 28-31 32-36 37-41 42 and over Not stated Total

Number
1973 494 308 656 1,029 91 49 2,627
1974 323 329 672 958 93 31 2,606
1975 445 302 575 768 60 34 2,184
1976 458 311 560 708 53 35 2,125
1977 398 259 477 683 58 24 1,899
1978 417 234 521 647 60 26 1,905
1979 421 235 455 592 36 18 1,757
1980 413 235 476 525 41 16 1,708
1981 395 264 413 564 51 19 1,706
1982 406 238 447 557 42 15 1,705
1983 386 213 421 556 25 18 1,619
1984 400 243 408 491 29 22 1,593
1985 390 228 373 475 25 27 1,518
1986 403 235 402 471 39 33 1,585
1987 378 195 360 458 28 13 1,432
1988 363 245 352 472 22 19 1,473
1989 394 193 355 453 33 23 1,451
1990 425 251 376 498 28 12 1,590
1991 368 223 362 489 26 10 1,478
1992 421 216 350 453 34 19 1,493
1993 358 176 312 351 16 32 1,245
Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

1973 2.0 1.2 2.6 4.1 04 0.2 10.5
1974 2.1 1.3 2.7 3.9 04 0.1 10.5
1975 1.9 1.3 24 3.3 0.3 0.1 93
1976 2.0 1.4 2.4 3.1 02 0.2 92
1977 1.7 1.1 2.1 3.0 0.3 0.1 83
1978 1.8 1.0 2.3 29 0.3 0.1 8.4
1979 1.9 1.0 2.0 2.6 02 0.1 7.8
1980 1.8 1.0 2.1 23 02 0.1 75
1981 1.7 1.1 1.7 24 0.2 0.1 72
1982 1.7 1.0 1.9 2.3 0.2 0.1 7.1
1983 1.6 0.9 1.7 23 0.1 0.1 6.6
1984 1.7 1.0 1.7 2.0 0.1 0.1 6.6
1985 1.6 0.9 1.5 1.9 0.1 0.1 6.2
1986 1.7 1.0 1.6 1.9 0.2 0.1 6.5
1987 1.5 0.8 1.5 1.9 0.1 0.1 5.8
1988 1.5 1.0 1.4 1Y 0.1 0.1 6.0
1989 1.6 0.8 1.4 {8 0.1 0.1 3.8
1990 1.6 1.0 1.4 {9 0.1 0.0 6.0
1991 1.4 0.9 1.4 1.9 0.1 0.0 5.7
1992 1.6 0.8 1.3 1.7 0.1 0.1 5.6
1993 1.4 0.7 1.2 1.3 0.1 0.1 4.3
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Table 89: Neonatal deaths by gestational age, Australia, 1973-1993

Gestational age {(weeks)

Year

Less than 28 28-31 32-36 37-41 42 and over Not stated Total

Number
1973 645 566 578 772 63 168 2,792
1974 680 492 618 796 54 94 2,734
1975 556 422 488 646 41 64 2,217
1976 559 368 438 700 41 59 2,165
1977 493 296 344 621 45 72 1,871
1978 482 286 346 540 28 56 1,738
1979 449 249 301 548 21 37 1,605
1980 475 237 255 457 22 57 1,503
1981 454 197 239 491 24 35 1,440
1982 492 212 266 462 36 61 1,529
1983 451 174 222 433 25 44 1,349
1984 417 160 206 342 26 53 1,204
1985 470 206 247 386 25 22 1416
1986 449 158 179 335 25 81 1,227
1987 397 138 206 343 17 58 1,159
1988 436 136 173 335 21 63 1,164
1989 369 140 160 317 22 50 1,058
1590 399 133 190 337 22 41 1,122
1991 374 131 159 292 21 35 1,012
1992 388 106 163 274 25 59 1,015
1993 311 98 146 238 10 &3 886
Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

1973 2.6 23 2.3 3.1 0.3 0.7 1.3
1974 2.8 2.0 2.3 32 0.2 0.4 11.2
1973 24 1.8 2.1 2.8 0.2 0.3 9.5
1976 2.5 1.& 1.9 3.1 0.2 0.3 9.5
1977 2.2 1.3 1.5 2.7 0.2 0.3 83
1978 2.2 1.3 1.5 24 0.1 0.2 7.8
1979 2.0 1.1 1.3 2.5 0.1 0.2 7.2
1980 2.1 1.1 i1 2.0 0.1 0.3 6.7
1981 1.9 0.8 1.0 2.1 0.1 0.1 6.1
1982 2.1 0.9 1.1 1.9 0.2 0.3 6.4
1983 1.9 0.7 0.9 1.8 0.1 0.2 5.6
1984 1.7 0.7 0.9 1.4 0.1 0.2 S
1985 1.9 0.8 1.0 [.6 0.1 0.3 58
1986 1.8 0.6 0.7 1.4 0.1 03 5.0
1987 1.6 0.6 0.8 1.4 0.1 0.2 4.8
1988 1.8 0.6 0.7 1.4 0.1 0.3 47
1989 1.5 0.6 0.6 1.3 0.1 0.2 42
1990 1.5 0.5 0.7 1.3 0.1 0.2 43
1991 1.3 0.5 0.6 1.1 0.1 0.1 39
1992 1.5 0.4 0.6 1.0 0.1 0.2 38
1993 12 04 0.6 0.9 0.0 0.3 34
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Table 60: Perinatal deaths by gestational age, Australia, 1973-1993

Gestational age (weeks)

Year

Less than 28 28-31 32-36 37-41 42 and over Not stated Total

Number
1973 1,139 874 1,234 1,801 154 217 5419
1974 1,203 821 1,290 1,754 147 125 5,340
1975 1,001 724 1,063 1,414 101 98 4,401
1976 1,017 679 998 1,408 94 94 4,290
1977 891 555 821 1,304 103 96 3,770
1978 899 520 867 1,187 38 82 3,643
1979 870 484 756 1,140 57 55 3,362
1980 890 472 731 982 63 73 3211
1981 849 461 652 1,055 75 54 3,146
1982 898 450 713 1,019 78 76 3,234
1983 837 387 643 989 50 62 2,968
1984 817 403 614 833 55 75 2,797
1985 860 434 620 861 50 109 2,934
1986 854 393 581 806 64 114 2,812
1987 775 333 566 301 45 71 2,591
1988 759 381 525 807 43 82 2,637
1989 763 333 515 770 55 73 2,509
1990 824 384 566 835 50 53 2,712
1991 742 354 521 781 47 45 2,490
1992 309 322 513 727 59 78 2,508
1993 669 274 458 589 26 115 2,131
Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

1973 4.6 35 4.9 72 0.6 0.9 217
1974 4.9 33 32 7.1 0.6 0.3 216
1975 43 31 4.5 6.0 04 04 18.7
1976 44 3.0 4.3 6.1 04 04 18.7
1977 3.9 2.4 3.6 5.7 0.5 0.4 16.5
1978 4.0 23 38 5.3 04 04 16.1
1979 3.9 2.2 34 5.1 0.3 0.2 15.0
1980 3.9 2.1 32 43 0.3 0.3 14.1
1981 3.6 1.9 2.7 44 0.3 02 132
1982 37 1.9 3.0 4.2 0.3 0.3 134
1983 34 1.6 2.6 4.1 0.2 0.3 2.2
1984 3.4 1.7 2.6 35 02 0.3 11.7
1985 35 1.8 2.5 35 0.2 0.4 120
1986 35 1.6 2.4 33 0.3 0.3 11.35
1587 32 1.4 2.3 33 0.2 0.3 10.6
1988 32 1.5 2.1 33 0.2 03 10.7
1989 3.0 1.3 2.0 3.1 0.2 0.3 9.9
1990 3.1 1.5 2.1 32 0.2 0.2 103
1991 29 1.4 2.0 3.0 02 0.2 9.6
1992 3.0 1.2 19 2.7 0.2 0.3 9.4
1993 2.6 1.0 1.8 2.3 0.1 0.4 8.2

94



Table 61: Fetal deaths by birthweight, Australia, 1973-1993

Year Birthweight (g)

500-999 1000-2499 2500 and over Not stated Total

Number
1973 543 948 922 214 2,627
1974 593 989 868 156 2,606
1975 543 843 694 104 2,184
1976 546 840 649 30 2,123
1977 482 732 616 69 1,899
1978 514 749 593 49 1,905
1979 481 646 559 71 1,757
1980 483 630 527 48 1,708
1981 508 634 517 50 1,706
1982 509 608 537 51 1,705
1983 479 575 506 59 1,619
1984 488 559 493 53 1,593
1985 463 554 431 70 1,518
1986 495 S61 464 65 1,585
1987 446 508 429 49 1,432
1988 415 332 452 74 1,473
1989 442 481 454 74 1,45]
1990 497 574 483 36 1,590
1991 435 525 479 39 1,478
1992 459 49] 477 66 1,493
1993 396 411 371 67 1,245
Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

1973 2.2 3.8 3.7 0.9 10.5
1974 24 4.0 3.5 0.6 10.5
1975 2.3 36 30 0.4 9.3
1976 24 3.7 28 04 92
1977 2.1 32 2.7 0.3 83
1978 23 3.3 2.6 0.2 8.4
1979 2.1 2.9 2.5 0.3 78
1980 2.1 2.9 2.3 0.2 7.3
1981 2.1 2.7 22 0.2 7.2
1982 2.1 2.5 22 02 7.1
1983 2.0 24 2.1 02 6.6
1984 2.0 2.3 2.1 0.2 6.6
1985 1.9 2.3 1.8 0.3 6.2
1986 2.0 23 1.9 0.3 6.5
1987 1.8 2.1 1.7 0.2 58
1988 1.7 2.1 1.8 0.3 6.0
1989 1.8 1.9 1.8 0.3 58
1990 1.9 2.2 1.8 0.1 6.0
1991 1.7 2.0 1.9 0.2 5.7
1992 1.7 1.8 1.8 02 5.0
1993 1.3 1.6 1.4 0.3 438




Table 62: Neonatal deaths by birthweight, Australia, 1973-1993

Birthweight (g)

Year

500-999 1000-2499 2500 and over Not stated Total

Number
1973 659 1,175 697 261 2,792
1974 636 1,188 750 160 2,734
1975 569 907 640 101 2,217
1976 575 815 686 89 2,165
1977 489 677 606 99 1,871
1978 491 632 543 72 1,738
1979 473 556 512 64 1,605
1980 472 515 440 76 1,503
1981 469 460 464 47 1,440
1982 512 476 491 50 1,529
1983 457 413 422 57 1,349
1984 402 4035 348 49 1,204
1985 478 449 415 74 1,416
1986 464 327 366 70 1,227
1987 395 336 376 52 1,159
1988 412 339 369 44 1,164
1989 358 311 337 52 1,058
1990 408 327 347 40 1,122
1991 373 291 311 37 1,012
1992 381 265 318 Sl 1,015
1993 305 249 268 64 886
Proportionate death rate per 1,000 live births

1973 2.7 47 2.8 1.1 11.3
1974 2.6 4.8 3.1 0.7 11.2
1975 2.4 3.9 2.7 04 9.5
1976 2.5 36 3.0 04 9.5
1977 2.2 3.0 2.7 04 83
1978 22 28 2.4 0.3 7.8
1979 2.1 2.3 2.3 0.3 7.2
1980 2.1 2.3 2.0 0.3 6.7
1981 2.0 2.0 2.0 02 6.1
1982 2.1 2.0 2.0 0.2 6.4
1983 1.9 1.7 1.7 0.2 5.6
1984 1.7 1.7 1.5 0.2 5.1
1985 2.0 1.8 1.7 0.3 5.8
1986 1.9 1.3 1.5 0.3 5.0
1987 1.6 1.4 1.5 0.2 48
1988 1.7 1.4 1.5 0.2 47
1989 1.4 1.2 1.3 0.2 42
1990 1.6 1.2 1.3 0.2 4.3
1991 1.3 1.1 1.2 0.1 3.9
1992 1.4 1.0 1.2 02 38
1993 1.2 1.0 1.0 02 34

96



Table 63: Perinatal deaths by birthweight, Australia, 1973-1993

Year Birthweight (g)

500-999 10600-2499 2500 and over Not stated Total

Number
1973 1,202 2,123 1,619 475 5,419
1974 1,229 2,177 1,618 316 5,340
1975 1,112 1,750 1,334 205 4,40}
1976 1,121 1,655 1,335 179 4,290
1977 971 1,409 1,222 168 3,770
1978 1,005 1,381 1,136 121 3,643
1979 954 1,202 1,071 135 3,362
1980 955 1,165 967 124 3211
1981 974 1,094 981 97 3,146
1982 1,021 1,084 1,028 101 3,234
1983 936 988 928 116 2,968
1984 890 964 841 102 2,797
1985 941 1,003 846 144 2,934
1986 959 888 830 135 2,812
1987 841 844 805 101 2,591
1988 827 871 821! 118 2,637
1989 800 792 791 126 2,509
1990 905 901 830 76 2,712
1991 808 816 790 76 2,450
1992 840 756 795 117 2,508
1993 701 660 639 131 2,131
Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

1973 48 8.5 6.5 1.9 21.7
1974 5.0 8.8 6.5 1.3 21.6
1975 47 74 57 0.9 18.7
1976 49 7.2 5.8 0.8 18.7
1977 43 6.2 5.4 0.7 16.3
1978 4.4 6.) 5.0 0.5 16.1
1979 42 5.3 4.8 0.6 13.0
1980 42 5.1 4.3 0.5 14.1
1981 4.1 4.6 4.1 04 132
1982 42 4.5 43 0.4 13.4
1983 3.8 4.0 38 0.5 12.2
1984 3.7 4.0 33 0.4 11.7
1985 3.9 4.1 3.5 0.6 12.0
1986 39 36 34 0.6 1.5
1987 34 34 33 04 10.6
1988 33 3.5 3.3 0.5 10,7
1989 32 31 3.1 0.3 9.9
1990 3.4 3.4 3.1 0.3 103
1991 3.1 32 3.1 0.3 9.6
1992 32 2.8 3.0 0.4 9.4
1993 2.7 2.5 2.4 0.3 8.2
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Table 64: Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths according to various criteria, and birthweight-specific

death rates, Australia, 1993

Outcome/ NPSU: year ABS: year of ABS: year ABS: year
Birthweight (g) of birth registration of birth of birth
Rate per
Number 1,000 births
Fetal deaths
Less than 500 394 399 381
500 - 999 413 396 402 303.4
1000 - 1499 158 163 147 91.0
1500 - 1999 134 124 124 40.0
2000 - 2499 13] 124 114 11.7
2500 - 2999 169 147 143 36
3000 - 3499 131 124 102 1.1
3500 - 3999 73 68 62 0.8
4000 - 4499 23 24 23 0.9
4500 and over 8 8 8 1.8
Not stated 31 83 81
All deaths: 500g and over 1,271 1,261 1,206 4.6
Neonatal deaths
Less than 500 na 129 127
500 - 999 na 308 286 3136
1000 - 1499 na 103 99 67.9
1500 - 1999 na 72 72 243
2000 - 2499 na 72 69 72
2500 - 2999 na 79 75 1.9
3000 - 3499 na 117 121 1.3
3500 - 3999 na 52 50 0.6
4000 - 4499 na 18 15 0.6
4500 and over na 2 3 07
Not stated 66 70
All deaths: 500¢g and over na 888 860 33
Perinatal deaths
Less than 500 na 528 508
500 - 999 na 701 688 5192
1000 - 1499 na 268 246 152.2
1500 - 1999 na 196 196 63.3
2000 - 2499 na 196 183 18.8
2500 - 2999 na 226 218 5.5
3000 - 3499 na 241 223 2.4
3500 - 3999 na 120 112 1.4
4000 - 4499 na 42 38 1.5
4500 and over na 10 11 2.5
Not stated 149 151
All deaths: 500g and over na 2,149 2,066 7.9
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Table 65: Fetal deaths by maternal age, Australia, 1993

Maternal age (vears) Fetal deaths Live births Total births Fetal death rate
Number (per 1,000 births)
Less than 20 107 13,606 13,713 7.8
20-24 346 51,238 51,584 6.7
25-29 502 87,556 88,058 57
30-34 444 75,907 76,351 5.8
35-39 215 26,227 26,442 8.1
40 and over 49 4,192 4241 1.6
Not stated 2 187 189 10.6
All ages 1,665 258,913 260,578 6.4

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 66: Fetal deaths by maternal age and Aboriginality, Australia, 1993

Fetal deaths Live births Total births Fetal death rate
Maternal age

(vears) Non- Non- Non- Non-
Indigenous indigenous Indigenous indigenous Indigenous indigenous Indigenocus indigenous

Number (per 1,000 births)}
Less than 20 26 81 1,685 11,921 1,711 12,002 15.2 6.7
20-24 42 304 2,594 48,644 2,636 48,948 15.9 6.2
25-29 24 478 1,737 85,819 1,761 86,297 13.6 5.5
30-34 16 428 887 75,020 903 75,448 17.7 5.7
35-39 6 209 279 25,948 285 26,157 21.1 8.0
40 and over - 49 36 4,156 36 4,208 - 11.7
Not stated - 2 3 184 3 186 - 10.8
All ages 114 1,351 7.221 251,692 7,335 253,243 15.5 6.1

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks’ gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 67: Fetal deaths by parity, Australia, 1993

Parity Fetal deaths Live births Total births Fetal death rate
Number (per 1,000 births)
None 670 102,378 103,048 6.5
One 489 86,284 86,773 5.6
Two 271 43,6053 43,876 6.2
Three 123 16,493 16,618 7.4
Four or more 104 9,337 9,441 11.0
Not stated 8 814 822 9.7
All parities 1,665 258,913 260,578 6.4

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight
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Table 68: Fetal deaths by plurality, Australia, 1993

Plurality Fetal deaths Live births Total births Fetal death rate
Number (per 1,000 births)
Singletons 1,492 251,946 253,438 5.9
Twins 158 6,680 6,838 231
Other multiple births 13 287 302 49.7
All births 1,665 258,913 260,578 6.4

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 69; Fetal deaths by marital status, Australia, 1993

Marital status Fetal deaths Live births Total births Fetal death rate
Number (per 1,000 births)

Married / de factor 1,395 226,031 227426 6.1

Single 211 26,722 26,933 7.8

Widowed, divorced 47 5,577 5,624 8.4

or separated
Not stated 12 583 595 202
All marital status 1,665 258,913 260,578 6.4

Data include fetuses and infants of at leust 20 weeks’ gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 70: Fetal deaths by accommodation status in hospital, selected States and Territories, 1993

Accommodation status Fetal deaths Live births Total births Fetal death rate
Number (per 1,000 births)
Public 810 113,845 114,655 7.1
Private 380 75,721 76,101 5.0
Not stated 18 860 878 20.5
All births 1,208 190,426 191,634 6.3

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks’ gestation or 400g birthweight
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Table 71: Infant's outcome by birthweight, New South Wales, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 87 580.0 29 460.3 116 773.3 63
500-999 161 332.0 79 243.8 240 494 8 324
1000-1499 51 94.8 26 53.4 77 143.1 487
1500-1999 31 34.0 13 14.8 44 48.2 881
2000-2499 47 152 12 4.0 59 19.1 3,035
2500-2999 60 45 14 1.1 74 5.5 13,309
3000-3499 53 1.6 19 0.6 72 2.2 32,156
3500-3999 21 0.8 13 0.5 34 1.3 26,906
4000-4499 9 1.0 3 0.3 12 1.4 8,715
4500 and over - - - - - - 1,398
Not stated 16 153.8 2 22.7 18 173.1 88
Total births 536 6.1 210 2.4 746 8.5 87,362

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks’ gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.

Table 72: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Victoria, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 121 751.6 36 900.0 157 975.2 40
500-999 &7 307.4 56 285.7 143 505.3 196
1000-1499 36 101.4 19 59.6 55 154.9 319
1500-1999 44 58.0 18 252 62 81.7 715
2000-2499 32 13.0 11 4.5 43 17.4 2,434
2500-2999 39 3.9 19 1.9 58 5.9 9,838
3000-3499 23 1.0 20 0.9 43 1.8 23,518
3500-3999 18 0.9 10 0.5 28 1.4 19,761
4000-4499 4 0.6 3 0.5 7 1.1 6,343
4500 and over 2 1.8 1 0.9 3 27 1,125
Not stated 8 190.5 13 3824 21 500.0 34
Total births 414 6.4 206 3.2 620 9.6 64,323

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.

Table 73: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Queensland, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 77 626.0 41 891.3 118 959.3 46
500-999 71 259.1 70 344.8 141 514.6 203
1000-1499 32 988 20 68.5 52 160.5 292
1500-1999 21 31.9 18 28.2 39 592 638
2000-2499 18 10.0 16 9.0 34 18.9 1,781
2500-2999 27 3.9 16 23 43 6.3 6,839
3000-3499 21 1.2 30 1.8 51 3.0 17,043
3500-3999 14 1.0 g 0.6 22 1.5 14,525
4000-4499 3 0.6 2 0.4 S 1.0 4,837
4500 and over 3 3.6 1 1.2 4 4.7 842
Not stated S 43.5 6 54.5 11 95.7 110
Total births 292 6.2 228 4.8 520 11.0 47,156

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks’ gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.
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Table 74: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Western Australia, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 53 757.1 16 941.2 69 985.7 17
500-999 32 280.7 26 317.1 58 508.8 82
1000-1499 16 100.6 2 14.0 18 1132 143
1500-1999 15 50.7 4 14.2 19 64.2 281
2000-2499 16 15.9 5 5.0 21 20.8 992
2500-2999 18 4.6 - - 18 4.6 3,915
3000-3499 13 1.4 1 0.1 14 1.5 9,397
3500-3999 9 1.2 - - 9 1.2 7,541
4000-4499 2 0.8 - - 2 0.8 2,405
4500 and over 2 5.1 - - 2 5.1 387
Total births 176 6.9 54 2.1 230 9.1 25,160

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.

Table 75: Infant's outcome by birthweight, South Australia, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 32 780.5 9 1000.0 41 1000.0 9
500-999 35 360.8 21 338.7 56 577.3 62
1000-1499 6 48.4 9 76.3 15 121.0 118
1500-1999 16 55.7 4 14.8 20 69.7 271
2000-2499 12 14.8 12 15.1 24 297 797
2500-2999 6 1.9 5 1.6 11 3.5 3,102
3000-3499 8 1.1 7 1.0 15 2.1 7,248
3500-3999 6 1.0 3 0.5 9 1.5 5,984
4000-4499 2 1.0 - - 2 1.0 1,939
4500 and over - - 2 6.4 2 6.4 314
Total births 123 6.2 72 3.6 195 9.8 19,844

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks’ gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.

Table 76: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Tasmania, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 7 700.0 1 3333 8 800.0 3
500-999 11 366.7 5 263.2 16 533.3 19
1000-1499 7 152.2 5 128.2 12 260.9 39
1500-1999 2 28.6 3 44.1 5 71.4 68
2000-2499 1 44 - - 1 4.4 228
2500-2999 7 6.9 1 1.0 8 78 1,013
3000-3499 7 2.9 2 0.8 9 3.7 2,398
3500-3999 3 14 2 0.9 5 2.3 2,153
4000-4499 1 1.4 - - 1 1.4 736
4500 and over 1 6.5 - - 1 6.5 152
Total births 47 6.9 19 2.8 66 9.6 6,809

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.
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Table 77:  Infant's outcome by hirthweight, ACT, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths™ Perinatal deaths™ Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 5 300.0 - - - - 21
500-999 4 266.7 - - - - 11
1000-1499 4 129.0 - - - - 27
1500-199% 4 70.2 - - - - 53
2000-2499 3 18.6 - - - - 158
2500-2999 7 9.9 - - - - 698
3000-3499 4 2.4 - - - - 1,666
3500-3999 1 0.7 - - - - 1,472
4000-4499 - - - - - - 510
4500 and over - - - - 76
Not stated I 159 - - - - 62
Total births 37 - - - - 4,754

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.

* Not available in 1993

Table 78:  Infant's outcome by birthweight, Northern Territory, 1993

Birthweight (g) Fetal deaths Neonatal deaths Perinatal deaths Live births

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number
Less than 500 8 1000.0 - - 8 1000.0 -
500-999 12 444 4 10 666.7 22 8148 I3
1000-1499 6 153.8 5 151.5 11 282.1 33
1500-1999 1 17.5 2 357 3 526 56
2000-2499 2 10.6 - - 2 10.6 187
2500-2999 5 6.6 6 8.0 11 14.5 753
3000-3499 2 1.5 4 3.0 6 4.6 1,313
3500-3999 1 1.1 1 1.1 2 2.3 871
4000-4499 2 8.7 2 8.8 4 17.5 227
4500 and over - - - - - - 38
Not stated 1 76.9 i 83.3 2 153.8 12
Total births 40 11.3 31 8.8 71 20.0 3,505

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.
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Appendix 1 Perinatal minimum data set

The data items recommended by the National Perinatal Data Advisory Committee for the perinatal
minimum data set, and submitted to the National Health Data Committee in June 1993, are:

Identifying information
¢ State/Territory of birth
¢ Maternity patient identifier

Place of birth

¢ Intended place of birth
o Actual place of birth

s Establishment identifier

Sociodemographic characteristics of mother
e Area of usual residence

Date of birth (derived matemnal age)
Patient accommodation status

Marital status

Country of birth

e Aboriginality

Previous pregnancies
e Previous pregnancies

Current pregnancy

o First day of last menstrual period
» Gestational age

e Maternal medical conditions

Labour delivery and puerperium
Onset of labour

Type of induction

Type of augmentation
Analgesia administered
Anaesthesia administered
Presentation at delivery
Method of birth

Perineal status

Complications of labour and birth
Postpartum complications
Length of antenatal stay
Length of postnatal stay
Plurality

Mode of separation
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Infant

Date of birth

Birth order

Status of the baby

Sex

Birthweight

Apgar score (at 1 and 5 minutes after birth)
Resuscitation of newborn baby

Admission to special/neonatal intensive care
Length of stay

Mode of separation of infant

Neonatal morbidity

Congenital malformations

e & & % & & & 0 5 & 0 »

National Perinatal Data Advisory Committee
The following organizations are represented on the National Perinatal Data Advisory Committee:

o Each State and Territory health authority

¢ Commonwealth Department of Human Services and Health

¢ Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

¢ Australian Institute of Health and Welfare National Perinatal Statistics Unit
¢ Australian Bureau of Statistics

¢ Royal Australian College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
¢ Australian College of Midwives

¢ Australian College of Paediatrics

o Australian Perinatal Society

¢ Maternity Alliance (peak consumer organization)

¢ Rovyal College of Pathologists of Australia

e NHMRC Working Parties/Expert Panels
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Appendix 2 Definitions

Aboriginality: An Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander is a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander descent who identified as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is accepted as such by the
community with which he or she is associated (Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Constitutional Section
1981). Aboriginality is determined by the person’s self-identification.

Admission date: Date on which a pregnant women commences an episode of care as an admitted
patient, resulting in confinement (delivery).

Antepartum fetal death: Fetal death occurring before the onset of labour.
Apgar score: Numerical score to evaluate the infant’s condition at 1 minute and 5 minutes after birth.
Birth status: Status of the infant immediately afier birth.

Birthweight: The first weight of the baby (stillborn or liveborn) obtained after birth (usually measured
to the nearest five grams and obtained within one hour of birth).

Caesarean section: Operative birth through an abdominal incision.

Complications of labour and delivery: Medical and obstetric problems arising after the onset of
labour and before the completed delivery of the infant and placenta.

Complications of puerperium: Medical and obstetric problems of the mother occurring during the
postnatal period (up to 6 weeks after giving birth),

Confinement: Pregnancy resulting in at least one birth.

Congenital malformations: Structural or anatomical abnormalities that are present at birth, usually
resulting from abnormal development in the first trimester of pregnancy.

Discharge date: Date on which a woman completes an episode or care as an admitted patient after
giving birth,

Early neonatal death: Death of a liveborn infant within 7 days of birth.

Elective caesarean section: Operative birth through an abdominal incision performed before the onset
of labour.

Emergency caesarean section: Operative birth through an abdominal incision performed after the
onset of labour.

Extremely low birthweight: Birthweight of less than 1000g.

Fetal death (stillbirth): Death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a
product of conception of 20 or more completed weeks of gestation or of 400g or more birthweight; the
death is indicated by the fact that after such separation the fetus does not breathe or show any other
evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of
voluntary muscles (Tables based on ABS data have a lower limit of 500g or, when birthweight is not
avatlable, of 22 weeks’ gestation).

Forceps: Assisted birth using a metallic obstetric instrument.
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Gestational age: The duration of pregnancy in completed weeks calculated from the date of the first
day of a woman’s last menstrual period and her infant’s date of birth, or derived from clinical
assessment during pregnancy or from examination of the infant after birth.

Hospital size: Number of confinements occurring annually in a hospital.
Infant’s discharge date: Date on which a newborn infant completes an episode of care after birth.

Infant’s length of stay: Number of days between date of birth and date of discharge from the hospital
of birth (calculated by subtracting the date of birth from the date of discharge).

Intrapartum fetal death: Fetal death occurring during labour.
Late neonatal death: Death of a liveborn infant after 7 completed days and before 28 completed days.

Live birth: Live birth is the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of
conception, irrespective of the duration of the pregnancy, which, after such separation, breathes or
shows any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite
movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is
attached; each product of such a birth is considered liveborn (WHO definition).

Low birthweight: Birthweight of less than 2500g.

Marital status: Current marital status of a woman at the time of confinement. (Married and de facto
are coded together.)

Maternal age: Mother’s age at her child’s birth.

Maternal medical conditions: Pre-existing maternal diseases and conditions, and other diseases,
illnesses or conditions arising during pregnancy, that are not directly attributable to pregnancy but may
significantly affect care during pregnancy and/or pregnancy outcome. Examples include essential
hypertension, diabetes mellitus, epilepsy, cardiac disease, and chronic renal disease.

Mode of separation of mother: Status at separation of patient (discharge/transfer/death) and place to
which patient is released (where applicable).

Mother’s length of stay: Number of days between admission date (during the admission resulting in
delivery) and discharge date (from the hospital where delivery occurred). The interval is calculated by
subtracting the date of admission from the date of discharge.

Multipara: Pregnant women who has had at least one previous pregnancy resulting in a live birth or
stillbirth.

Neonatal death: Death of a liveborn infant within 28 days of birth.

Neonatal morbidity: Any condition or disease of the infant diagnosed after birth and before separation
from care.

Obstetric complications: Obstetric complications are conditions arising during pregnancy that are
directly attributable to pregnancy and may significantly affect care during pregnancy and/or pregnancy
outcome. Examples include threatened abortion, antepartum haemorrhage, pregnancy-induced
hypertension and gestational diabetes.

Parity: Number of previous pregnancies resulting in live births or stillbirths.
107



Perinatal death: A perinatal death is a fetal or neonatal death.

Plurality: The number of births resulting from a pregnancy.

Presentation at delivery: Presenting part of the fetus (that is, at lower segment of uterus) at delivery.
Preterm birth: Birth before 37 completed weeks of gestation.

Primipara: Pregnant woman who has had no previous pregnancy resulting in a live birth or stillbirth.
Repair following delivery: Surgical suturing of perineal laceration or episiotomy incision.

Resuscitation of infant: Active measures taken shortly after birth to assist infant’s ventilation and
heart beat; or to treat depressed respiratory effort and to correct metabolic disturbances.

Spontaneous vertex: Birth without intervention in which the baby’s head is the presenting part.
Stillbirth: See fetal death.

Vacuum extraction: Assisted birth using a suction cap applied to the baby’s head.

Vaginal breech: Birth in which the baby’s buttocks or lower limbs are the presenting parts.

Very low birthweight: Birthweight of less than 1500g.
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