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Peopleidentifyingaslesbian,gay, 
bisexual,transgender,intersexorqueer 
Alcohol,tobacoandotherdrugsinAustralia 

Comparedwithheterosexualpeople, 
intheprevious12monthsin2019 
lesbian,gayorbisexualpeoplewere: 

9xaslikelytouseinhalants 
3.9xaslikelytouse 
meth/amphetamines 
3.5xaslikelytousehalucinogens 
2.6xaslikelytouseecstasy.[1] 

People who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual
were more likely to report daily smoking and 
recent use of any illicit drug than heterosexual
people in 2019.[1] 

 

 

16.7% 
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Dailysmoking 

36% 
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Recentuseofanyillicitdrug 

Daily smoking 
decreased from 28% i
2010 to 16.0% in 2019
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Lifetime risky drinking 
decreased from 30%  in
2010 to 22% in 2019 

 
Recent non-medical use of 

pharmaceuticals decreased 

from 12.0%  in 2010 to 
7.5% in 2019 

Inhalants increased 

from 6.5%  in 2010 to 

10.3% in 2019.[1] 

Lesbian, gay or bisexual drug use in 2010 vs 2019: 

In2019,atleast2in5(44%)participants 
inthePrivateLivessurveyreportedusing 
oneormoredrugsfornon-medical 
purposesintheprevious6months.[4] 

Respondents from the 2020 Australian 
Needle Syringe Program Survey: 

• 4% were homosexual 

• 10% were bisexual.[2] 
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Peopleidentifyingaslesbian,gay, 
bisexual,transgender,intersexorqueer 
Alcohol,tobacoandotherdrugsinAustralia 

In2019,27%ofparticipantsaged14–17 
yearsintheWritingThemselvesIn 
surveyreportedusinganydrugfor 
non-medicalpurposesinthepastsix 
months.[3] 

People who identify as lesbian, gay or 
bisexual were more likely to exceed lifetime 
and single occasion risky drinking guidelines 
than heterosexual people in 2019.[1] 

Exceedlifetimerisky 

drinkingguidelines 

25% 
16.9% 

Exceedsingleoccasion 

riskydrinkingguidelines 

35% 

26% 
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