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Illicit opioids
including heroin

Heroin use among the Opioid use was

Australian general responsible for

population is low, with 1.0% of the total

<0.1%* reporting consumption burden of disease

in the last 12 months in 2019.M" and injuries in
Australia in 2015,
and 37% of the total
burden due to illicit
drug use.?

Prior to COVID-19 in 2020, the
Australian heroin market was highly
stable in terms of price, purity and
availability.r®

Main contributors to
opioid use disease and
injury burden in 2015:

* drug use disorder

(excluding alcohol)
31%

* poisoning 20%.

Hospitalisations with a
principal diagnosis of opioid
(including heroin) poisoning
increased by 25% between
2007-08 and 2016-17, rising
from 14.1 to 17.6 hospitalisations
per 100,000 population.™

In 2016-17, hospitalisations with
a principal diagnosis of opioid
poisoning were more likely to
involve pharmaceutical opioids
than heroin or opium.™

The risk of fatal
overdose for heroin
users is high and has
been increasing in
recent years.?

Wastewater data analysis indicates
heroin consumption increased in

25% of the drug-induced
deaths in Australia in 2019
were due to heroin.”

Australia in 2020, but remained
relatively low.®




In 2019-20, heroin was the principal
drug of concern in 5.1% of closed
alcohol and other drug treatment
episodes for clients’ own drug use.B

In 2019, 43%* of people who
recently used heroin said they

tried to stop or cut down in the
last 3 months but could not.™"

National Drug Strategy Household Survey findings relate to people aged 14 or older unless specified. An adult
is a person aged 18 or older.M

(a) 2020 lllicit Drug Reporting System interviews were conducted from June-September, after COVID-19
restrictions on travel and gatherings were introduced. This should be taken into account when comparing
data to previous years.

* Estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution.
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/national-drug-strategy-household-survey-2019/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/burden-of-disease/burden-disease-study-illness-death-2015/related-material
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/alcohol-other-drug-treatment-services/alcohol-other-drug-treatment-services-australia/contents/about
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/opioid-harm-in-australia
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by Subject/3303.0~2016~Main Features~Drug Induced Deaths in Australia~6
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