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About

The AIHW’s National Perinatal Data Collection (NPDC) is a national population-based cross-sectional collection of data on pregnancy and

childbirth in Australia. The NPDC data availability resource is an interactive (data visualisation) information resource detailing all the data

held in the NPDC. It includes timely information on data availability at the national and state/territory level, detailed information on the

history of data elements (including data development), and practical information for users of the data.
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Introduction

About the NPDC data availability resource

The National Perinatal Data Collection (NPDC) is a national population-based cross-sectional collection of data on pregnancy and childbirth.

It began in 1991 and is a collaborative effort by the AIHW and state and territory health departments. Perinatal data are collected for each

birth in each state and territory. The data are collated by the relevant state or territory health department and a standard de-identified

extract is provided annually to the AIHW to form the NPDC. Midwives and other birth attendants, using information obtained from mothers

and from hospital or other records, complete notification forms for each birth.

The NPDC data availability resource is an interactive (data visualisation) information resource detailing data availability for data elements

in the NPDC. Data availability is shown from 1991 to 2021 at the national and state/territory level. The resource also contains metadata

information including accepted and alternate codes as well as tips to assist with analyses of the data.

Only those data elements with a high degree of reliability have been made publicly available through published reports. The NPDC data

availability resource does not display the quality of the data it only displays the availability of the data. Published NPDC data can be found

in the Australia's mothers and babies report.

Additional data can be requested from the NPDC through an official data request.

Scope of the NPDC

The NPDC covers both live births and stillbirths, where gestational age is at least 20 weeks or birthweight is at least 400 grams (except in

Victoria and Western Australia, where births are included if gestational age is at least 20 weeks or, if gestation is unknown, birthweight is at

least 400 grams).

For more information please read the latest NPDC data quality statement.

For a more detailed explanation of the collection of the NPDC please read Data sources.
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User guide

Navigating the NPDC data availability resource

The NPDC data availability resource is comprised of a large number of data elements which, for ease of use, have been organised into a

number of categories and sub-categories.

There are 4 major categories:

1. Demographics

2. Antenatal period

3. Labour and birth

4. Baby outcomes.

These categories are then further divided into 29 subcategories. The categories and sub-categories can be navigated via drop down menus

and buttons on the side of the page. For example, within the Antenatal period category there is a sub-category for smoking.

Each subcategory visualisation is comprised of a number of data elements. The data element displayed on the visualisation can be selected

by clicking the box titled 'Select data element' and choosing the desired element.
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Users can use the Index of data elements to search which category and subcategory visualisation a particular data element is listed under

and navigate directly to the subcategory visualisation (the correct data element can then be selected by using the 'Select data element' box

as detailed in the above step).

Each visualisation is comprised of 2 distinct views:

1. The first displays the national data by year as a stacked bar chart showing the rates of supplied, not stated and not supplied data.

2. The second view displays state and territory data availability by year as a data table (see ‘Interpreting the data’ for more information).

These 2 views can be navigated using the buttons below which appear at the top right of each visualisation. The first button directs the user

to the first national view, the second to the state and territory breakdown table.

Interpreting the data

The NPDC data availability resource presents the data for each element in the NPDC as:

Stated: proportion of records supplied with an appropriate value for the data element during the specified collection year (excluding the

not stated value).

Not stated: proportion of records supplied as not stated, during the specified collection year.

Not supplied: proportion of records with missing data for that data element, during the specified collection year.

The State/Territory breakdown view of the visualisations is a data table that displays the rates of stated data. The higher the percent the

higher the proportion of stated data. This is indicated in the data table through the use of a colour scheme. Grey meaning the data was not

supplied/not stated, green meaning the data was partially stated and blue meaning the data was 100% stated for that state/territory for that

year.

The National level view presents the data similarly. The grey shade refers to not supplied data, the green shade refers to not stated data

and the dark blue shade refers to stated data.

Interpreting the metadata information

Each data element in the NPDC data availability resource has a metadata information box which provides specific metadata information

about the data element. This can be found in the top left of the visualisations.

Variable: is the individual short name that is used in the NPDC to describe the element.

Status: defines how the item is collected by states and territories (see 'Types of data elements in the NPDC' for more details).

Category: is one of four major categories the data element falls into (see 'Navigating the NPDC data availability resource' for more details).

Format: is the way the data is collected. Numeric means that the data is collected as a number and Character means that the data is

collected as numbers, letters and/or other characters. The number following either Numeric or Character refers to the number of

characters allowed for the value.

Table: refers to whether this data element is collected in regards to the mother or their baby.

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mothers-babies/national-perinatal-data-collection-data-resource/contents/index-of-data-elements


Reporting of the data item

The box in the top middle of the visualisation is designed to direct users to further information if required. The text box is linked to the

relevant section in the Australia’s mothers and babies report. 

Reporting in data tables & Metadata information

The box in the top right of the visualisation lists the most relevant tables in the Australia’s mothers and babies data tables (National

Perinatal Data Collection annual update tables) under the ‘Reporting in data tables’ heading. Below the ‘Metadata information’ heading the

relevant metadata identifier in the AIHW’s meta data library (METEOR) is stated where applicable. It also links the to the relevant page

when clicked.

Download PDF

The 'Download PDF’ button in the far top right allows users to download a static PDF file of the current view of the visualisation.

Types of data elements

National Minimum Data Set (NMDS): is a set of data elements agreed for mandatory collection and reporting at a national level. It may

include data elements that are also included in other NMDSs. An NMDS is contingent upon a national agreement to collect uniform data and

to supply it as part of the national collection, but does not preclude agencies and service providers from collecting additional data to meet

their own specific needs (AIHW 2022).

National Best Endeavours Data Set (NBEDS): is a metadata set for which there is a commitment to provide data nationally on a best

endeavours basis, but not formally mandated for national collection (AIHW 2022).

Voluntary item with a standard available: The AIHW has created a standard available via their online metadata registry METEOR and some

jurisdictions provide this data either adhering to this standard or a standard that exists within the jurisdiction.

Voluntary item: Some states and territories provide this data using a standard that exists within their jurisdiction.

No longer collected: This item previously used to be collected, with either a standard or voluntarily, but is currently no longer collected by

jurisdictions in this format. Often because a new data element has superseded this one.

Cross item filtering

Some data elements are recommended for use with a specific population. During analysis these data are filtered by another data element.

Where this occurs in the NPDC data availability resource, data elements have been displayed conditionally, filtered by another data

element. This has been done to present data availability as published or provided in data requests. For example, the availability for the

Baby's length of stay in hospital (BABYSTAY) data item is presented based on Place of birth (PLACEBIR) having a value of 1 which corresponds

to the baby being born at a hospital.
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Index of data elements

This index is designed to allow users to view all the data elements listed in the NPDC Data Availability Resource. This index also allows users

to identify which category and subcategory a data element is listed under. Users can also search keywords in the 'Data item search' box

below.

Users can click the subcategory to navigate directly to the subcategory visualisation that includes the chosen data element. The user will

then need to manually select the desired data element from the 'Select data element' drop down menu.

More details on how to use the subcategory visualisations can be found in the User guide

The visualisation lists all the data elements contained in the product and lists which Category and Subcategory the element falls under. The

visualsation includes a search function to search for specific elements and links to the Subcategory visualisation.
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Demographics

Bar chart shows total percentage of Maternal demographics data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Demographics

Bar chart shows total percentage of Baby demographics data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Demographics

Bar chart shows total percentage of geographical data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Demographics

Bar chart shows total percentage of previous pregnancies data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 20211.
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Demographics

Bar chart shows total percentage of birth plurality data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows total percentage of alcohol data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows total percentage of antenatal visits data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows percentage of Assisted reproduction technology data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows total percentage of maternal health conditions data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows percentage of mental health screening data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows percentage of models of care data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows total percentage of maternal vaccination data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows total percentage of physical measurements data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Antenatal period

Bar chart shows total percentage of smoking data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of anaesthesia data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of analgesia data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of hospitals data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of induction and delivery data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of labour complications data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of mother separation data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of perineal status data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of place of birth data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Labour and birth

Bar chart shows total percentage of presentation at birth data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Baby outcomes
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Baby outcomes

Bar chart shows total percentage of baby measurements data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Baby outcomes

Bar chart shows total percentage of baby outcomes data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Baby outcomes

Bar chart shows total percentage of baby resuscitation data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Baby outcomes

Bar chart shows total percentage of baby separation data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Baby outcomes

Bar chart shows total percentage of gestational age data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Baby outcomes

Bar chart shows total percentage of mortality data supplied by states and territories between 1991 and 2021.
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Abbreviations

. . National data not displayed. See Technical notes for further explaination.   

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics

ACT Australian Capital Territory

AIHW Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

ASCCSS Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics

ASGC  Australian Standard Geographical Classification

ASGS  Australian Statistical Geography Standard

BMI     Body Mass Index

cm       centimetres

CPAP Continuous positive airway pressure therapy

ICD-10-AM International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision, Australian Modification 

IPPV Intermittent positive-pressure ventilation

IRSD Index of Relative Socioeconomic Disadvantage

kg kilograms

mls mililitres

NPDC  National Perinatal Data Collection

NMDS National Minimum Data Set

NBEDS National Best Endeavours Data Set

NSW New South Wales

NT Northern Territory

PPH Primary postpartum haemorrhage

PSANZ PDC Perinatal Society of Australia and New Zealand Perinatal Death Classification

SA South Australia

SA2 Statistical Area Level 2

SACC Standard Australian Classification of Countries

SEIFA Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas

SLA     Statistical Local Areas

Qld Queensland

Tas Tasmania

Vic Victoria

WA Western Australia
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Amendments

17 October 2023

The link to the National Perinatal Data Collection Data Quality statement has been updated to the latest iteration.

The links in the index visualisation have been fixed so they are no longer directing users to an internal site.
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