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All cancers combined

This web-based release presents mortality projections for selected

cancers and all cancers combined from 2014 to 2025 based on

mortality trends from 1968 to 2013. Cancer death rates have generally

decreased over time, with the death rate from all cancers combined

decreasing from 199 deaths per 100,000 people in 1968 to 166 per

100,000 in 2013. Between 2014 and 2025 the death rate from all

cancers combined is projected to continue an overall downward trend

from an estimated 208 to 180 deaths per 100,000 males, and from 133

to 120 deaths per 100,000 females.

Cat. no: WEB 138

Findings from this report:

The age-standardised mortality rate for all cancers combined is

estimated to decrease for males

The age-standardised mortality rate pattern varied based on

cancer type

(C00–C97, D45, D46, D47.1, D47.3–D47.5)

Cancer is a diverse group of diseases, and while each has its own specific risk factors, progression, treatment and prognosis, reporting and

projecting the mortality of all cancers combined is useful for estimating the future impact of cancer.

In 2012, a total of 122,093 new cases of cancer were diagnosed, at a rate of 485 new cancer cases per 100,000 persons. In 2013, there were

44,108 deaths from cancer, accounting for 30% of all deaths in that year.

The mortality rate for all cancers combined generally decreased over time: from 199 deaths per 100,000 persons in 1968, to 166 per 100,000

in 2013. Between 1994 and 2013, the mortality rate from all cancers combined decreased significantly by 2.5 deaths per 100,000 persons per

year.

The decreasing trend in cancer mortality is influenced overall by changes in both total cancer incidence and total cancer survival. It is

driven by mortality trends in individual cancers, particularly those that are most commonly diagnosed (bowel cancer, prostate cancer in

males, breast cancer in females, lung cancer and melanoma of the skin). General factors that influence the mortality of individual cancers

include:

the virulence (severity) of the cancer

diagnosis, management and treatment options

individual characteristics (age, sex, comorbid conditions)

underlying risk (factors) in the individual and population.

Projection summary

Between 2014 and 2025, the age-standardised mortality rate for all cancers combined is projected to decrease for males and females: 

from an estimated 208 to 180 deaths per 100,000 males

from an estimated 133 to 120 deaths per 100,000 females.

Between 2014 and 2025, the number of deaths from all cancers combined is projected to increase for males and females: 

from an estimated 25,643 to 31,555 deaths among males

from an estimated 19,644 to 24,159 deaths among females.

Males

Trend analysis of age-standardised rates shows that mortality from all cancers combined decreased significantly by around 3.8 deaths per

100,000 males per year, between 1994 and 2013. The mortality projections model for all cancers combined among males was extrapolated

from the actual age-specific rates between 1994 and 2013.

Between 2014 and 2025, the rate of deaths from all cancers combined is projected to continue to decrease, while the number of deaths is

projected to increase (Figure 1a). In 2025, the mortality rate for all cancers combined is projected to be 180 deaths per 100,000 males, an

estimated 31,555 deaths in that year.

The overall decreasing trend in age-specific mortality rates for all cancers combined is projected to hold for most age groups with the

exception of males aged 85 and over. The

age-specific mortality rate among this age group is projected to remain stable between 2014 and 2025, with an estimated 3,170 deaths per

100,000 males aged 85 and over, in 2025.
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The overall increasing trend in the number of deaths from all cancers combined is driven by a projected increase in the number of deaths

among males aged 65–84 and 85 and over, with an estimated 18,681 and 7,874 deaths, respectively, in 2025.

Figure 1: Trend in the number and age-standardised rate of deaths due to cancer, trend 1968–2013 and projected
2014 to 2025: males, all cancers combined

Notes

1. All cancers combined includes ICD–10 codes C00-C97, D45, D46, D47.1, D47.3–D47.5.

2. Projected estimates are based on mortality data for all cancers combined between 1994 and 2012, and ABS population projections.

3. Rates are age-standardised to the Australian population as at 30 June 2001, and are expressed per 100,000 males.

Source: AIHW National Mortality Database, Cancer mortality trends and projections: 2014 to 2025. (Data table).

Females

Trend analysis of age-standardised rates shows that mortality from all cancers combined significantly decreased by 1.6 deaths per 100,000

females per year between 1995 and 2013. The mortality projections model for all cancers combined among females was extrapolated from

the actual age-specific trends between 1995 and 2013.

Between 2014 and 2025, the rate of deaths from all cancers combined is projected to continue to decrease, while the number of deaths is

projected to increase (Figure 1b). In 2025, the mortality rate for all cancers combined is projected to be 120 deaths per 100,000 females, an

estimated 24,159 deaths in that year.

The overall decreasing trend in age-specific mortality rates for all cancers combined is projected to hold for most age groups with the

exception of females aged 85 and over. The age-specific mortality rate among this age group is projected to increase by 3.5% from 1,648

deaths per 100,000 females in 2014 to 1,706 deaths per 100,000 in 2025.

The overall increasing trend in the number of deaths from all cancers combined is driven by a projected increase in the number of deaths

among females aged 65–84 and 85 and over, with an estimated 13,365 and 6,284 deaths, respectively, in 2025.

Figure 2: Trends in the number and age-standardised rate of deaths due to cancer, trend 1968–2013 and projected
2014 to 2025: females, all cancers combined

Notes

1. All cancers combined includes ICD-10 codes C00–C97, D45, D46, D47.1, D47.3–D47.5.

2. Projected estimates are based on mortality data for all cancers combined between 1995 and 2013, and ABS population projections.

3. Rates are age-standardised to the Australian population as at 30 June 2001, and are expressed per 100,000 females.

Source: AIHW National Mortality Database, Cancer mortality trends and projections: 2014 to 2025 (Data table).

Selected cancers

See supplementary data table for details.
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Notes

This web-based release presents mortality projections for selected

cancers and all cancers combined from 2014 to 2025 based on

mortality trends from 1968 to 2013. Cancer death rates have generally

decreased over time, with the death rate from all cancers combined

decreasing from 199 deaths per 100,000 people in 1968 to 166 per

100,000 in 2013. Between 2014 and 2025 the death rate from all

cancers combined is projected to continue an overall downward trend

from an estimated 208 to 180 deaths per 100,000 males, and from 133

to 120 deaths per 100,000 females.

Cat. no: WEB 138

Findings from this report:

The age-standardised mortality rate for all cancers combined is

estimated to decrease for males

The age-standardised mortality rate pattern varied based on

cancer type

Projections methodology

Cancer mortality projections are a mathematical extrapolation of past trends. They assume that the most recent trend will continue into

the future, and are intended to illustrate future changes that might reasonably be expected to occur if the stated assumptions were to

apply over the projection period.

The nature of the projection method used and inherent fluctuations in both cancer incidence and mortality trends and population dynamics

mean that care should be taken when using and interpreting the projections presented on this page. Specifically, the projections are not

forecasts and do not attempt to allow for changes which may affect future cancer mortality rates, including:

changes in cancer detection methods, such as the introduction of new screening programs

changes in cancer risk factors, such as the introduction of vaccination programs or increasing obesity or smoking rates

changes and improvements to treatment, such as targeted therapies and emerging technologies

changes in government policy, economic factors, catastrophes, wars or epidemics.

For further information, see supplementary Data tables: 2014 to 2025.
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Data

This web-based release presents mortality projections for selected

cancers and all cancers combined from 2014 to 2025 based on

mortality trends from 1968 to 2013. Cancer death rates have generally

decreased over time, with the death rate from all cancers combined

decreasing from 199 deaths per 100,000 people in 1968 to 166 per

100,000 in 2013. Between 2014 and 2025 the death rate from all

cancers combined is projected to continue an overall downward trend

from an estimated 208 to 180 deaths per 100,000 males, and from 133

to 120 deaths per 100,000 females.

Cat. no: WEB 138

Findings from this report:

The age-standardised mortality rate for all cancers combined is

estimated to decrease for males

The age-standardised mortality rate pattern varied based on

cancer type
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