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7 Administrative data for admitted 
patients 

Introduction 
This chapter presents a summary of patient-level administrative information, covering 
admitted patient election status, funding source, cross-border flows, care type, urgency of 
admission, mode of admission, mode of separation, inter-hospital contracted patient status 
and hospital-in-the-home care. The data are derived from the AIHW’s National Hospital 
Morbidity Database, a compilation of patient-level data for separations from public and 
private hospitals in Australia (see Chapter 1). Separations were included for all care types 
except Newborn episodes that did not include qualified days and records for Hospital boarders 
and Posthumous organ procurement. However, tables 7.11 and 7.12 also include Newborn 
episodes without qualified days.  

For the purpose of reporting these data, the patient election status for patients whose 
funding source was reported as Australian Health Care Agreements and Reciprocal Health Care 
Agreements was categorised as public. The patient election status for patients whose funding 
source was reported as Private health insurance, Self-funded, Workers compensation, Motor vehicle 
third party personal claim, Other compensation, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Department of 
Defence or Correctional facility was categorised as private. For patients whose funding source 
was reported as Other hospital or public authority, Other or Not reported, the patient election 
status was categorised according to the reported Admitted patient election status.  

Caution should be taken when making comparisons with Australian hospital statistics reports 
published before 2002–03 as the categories presented in tables 7.1 to 7.5 are not directly 
comparable because of changes in the data elements used (see Appendix 1 for more 
information). 

Patient election status and funding source 

Changes 2002–03 to 2006–07 
Table 7.1 presents the number of separations and patient days by patient election status, 
funding source and hospital sector for the years 2002–03 to 2006–07. Between 2002–03 and 
2006–07 the number of separations for private patients for both sectors combined increased 
by an annual average of 4.3%, and separations for public patients increased by an annual 
average of 2.7%. Between 2005–06 and 2006–07, public patient separations increased by 2.7% 
and private patient separations increased by 5.5%. Between 2005–06 and 2006–07 the number 
of separations for private patients in public hospitals increased by 6.4%. Over the same 
period the number of separations for public patients in private hospitals decreased by 50.9%. 
However, in Western Australia in 2006–07, two private hospitals which provided a 
substantial amount of public hospital services through contract arrangements were split, 
resulting in the creation of two new public hospital reporting units to cover the public 



 

 142

separations from these two hospitals. This represents a change in reporting arrangements 
that has affected the comparison of public patients in the private sector over time. 

The proportion of separations for Department of Veterans’ Affairs patients in public hospitals 
decreased from 3.4% in 2002–03 to 2.8% in 2006–07 of total public hospital separations. Over 
the same period the proportion of separations in private hospitals that were for Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs patients decreased each year from 8.0% in 2002–03 to 7.1% in 2006–07. 

State and territory overview 
Tables 7.2 to 7.6 present data on patient election status and selected funding source 
categories. Accompanying tables published on the Internet present all funding source 
categories. The funding source categories (National health data dictionary version 13 (HDSC 
2006)) provide information about the principal source of funds for an admitted patient 
episode.  

There may have been some variation between jurisdictions in the definitions used for the 
funding source categories and in the way in which state- or territory-level data were mapped 
to the National health data dictionary format. In particular, Tasmania was not able to identify 
separations whose funding source was Self-funded. Therefore, the number of separations for 
this category may be underestimated, whereas the number of separations in the funding 
source categories of Private health insurance and Other private may be overestimated.  

Public patients accounted for 53.6% (4,073,412) of all hospital separations, 86.3% in public 
hospitals (4,024,311) and 1.7% in private hospitals (49,101) (Table 7.2). Patients whose 
funding source was reported as Private health insurance made up 60.5% of private patients in 
public hospitals, 81.4% of private patients in private hospitals and 35.9% of all separations. 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs patients made up 4.5% of all hospital separations.  

Overall, less than 1.0% of patients were funded by Workers compensation (73,285 separations), 
and 0.3% were funded by Motor vehicle third party personal claims (26,274 separations). For 
these compensable separations, 55.6%were in private hospitals. 

In both sectors combined there were 191.8 separations per 1,000 population  
(age-standardised) for public patients, compared with 162.7 for private patients (Table 7.3). 
The latter figure is underestimated because data were not available for all private  
free-standing day hospital facilities in the Australian Capital Territory and Northern 
Territory (see Appendix 2 for further details). The Northern Territory recorded the highest 
public patient separation rate for public hospitals (464.2 per 1,000). The separation rate for 
public patients in private hospitals in Western Australia (11.2 per 1,000) was markedly 
higher than the national rate (2.2).  

Table 7.4 presents the average cost weight of separations in each state and territory by 
hospital sector, patient election status and funding source. The table has been restricted to 
separations with a care type of Acute, Newborn (with at least one qualified patient day) or for 
which the care type was Not reported. In the public sector, the average cost weights for 
private patients were higher than those for public patients for all states and territories. In the 
public sector, patients whose funding source was reported as Motor vehicle third party personal 
claim had average cost weights markedly higher than other funding source categories. In the 
private sector, private patients whose funding source was reported as Self-funded generally 
had the lowest average cost weight. More detail about the Australian Refined Diagnosis 
Related Group classification and cost weights is included in Chapter 12. 
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Table 7.5 shows the number of patient days reported for each funding source category, by 
state or territory and hospital sector. Public patients accounted for 58.6% of total patient 
days, and Private health insurance funded patients accounted for 30.2% of patient days in all 
hospitals. 

Age group 
Table 7.6 presents the number of separations by patient election status, funding source, age 
group and hospital sector. For all hospitals, the most common age group for separations with 
an election status of Public was 65–74 years, accounting for 15.8% of Public patients in public 
hospitals and 20.1% of Public patients in private hospitals. Overall, 4.4% of separations with a 
funding source of Private health insurance were for patients aged 85 years or older, and 31.2% 
of all separations with a funding source of Department of Veterans’ Affairs were for patients 
aged 85 years or older. Patients aged 25–34 years were in the most common age group for 
separations with a funding source of Self-funded (15.8% of separations in public hospitals and 
16.5% of separations in private hospitals). About 24% of all separations with a funding 
source of Motor vehicle third party personal claim were for patients aged 15–24 years. 

Funding source varied within age groups. For example, 27.0% of separations for patients 
aged 85+ years reported a funding source of Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and for those 
aged 15–24 years, 27.5% of separations reported a funding source of Private health insurance.  

Cross-border flows  
For cross-border flow information, the state or territory of usual residence is reported as one 
of the six states, the Australian Capital Territory, the Northern Territory, other Australian 
territories (including Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Island and Jervis Bay Territory) or 
not elsewhere classified (including resident overseas, at sea or no fixed address) (tables 7.7 to 
7.10). This information is derived from the patient’s area of usual residence stored in the 
National Hospital Morbidity Database as the state or territory and Statistical Local Area. 

Table 7.7 presents the number of separations and age-standardised separation rates per 1,000 
population in each jurisdiction by the state or territory of usual residence of the patient and 
hospital sector. Overall, 97.4% of separations (7,408,512) were for patients who were treated 
in their state or territory of residence. However, in the Australian Capital Territory, only 
75.3% of public hospital separations were for Australian Capital Territory residents (57,056), 
with most of the remainder being residents of New South Wales. This is a result of the 
Australian Capital Territory being a referral centre for surrounding districts which are part 
of New South Wales. 

Table 7.8 presents the number of separations in each jurisdiction by state or territory of usual 
residence and patient election status, and indicates the number of patients who were treated 
as public patients and as private patients in hospitals in a state other than their state of usual 
residence. Almost 76% of separations in Queensland hospitals, where the patients’ state of 
usual residence was New South Wales, were for private patients. For most states of usual 
residence, the age-standardised separation rate was higher for public patients than for 
private patients. However, for separations for patients whose state of residence was 
Queensland, the separation rate for private patients was higher than that for public patients. 

The average cost weight of separations for each state and territory is presented in Table 7.9 
by hospital sector, and by state or territory of usual residence, for separations with a care 
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type of Acute, Newborn (with at least one qualified patient day) or for which the care type 
was Not reported. Generally, average cost weights in both the public and private sectors were 
higher in all jurisdictions for interstate patients than for patients resident in the state of 
hospitalisation. Caution should be used in the interpretation of these data as the average cost 
weight for a small number of interstate patients can be inflated by the occurrence of 
relatively small numbers of separations with high cost weights. Public sector separations for 
Northern Territory residents had higher average cost weights in almost all other states and 
territories compared with the Northern Territory. This reflects a tendency for Northern 
Territory residents who require more complex treatment to attend hospitals in other states.  

The notional cost of public patient separations for each state and territory of hospitalisation 
by state or territory of usual residence is presented in Table 7.10, based on the estimated 
average cost of the AR-DRG for each separation. This table has been restricted to separations 
for which the admitted patient election status was reported as Public and with a care type of 
Acute, Newborn (with at least one qualified patient day) or Not reported. These figures do not 
represent actual expenditure on these separations. These figures should also not be 
interpreted as an estimate of the total cost of public patients as they do not include estimates 
of costs for separations with non-acute care.  

Nationally, using these notional estimates, approximately 97% of the estimated cost of public 
patients is for patients treated within their state or territory of residence. For Western 
Australia, more than 99% of the notional cost of public patients was for Western Australian 
residents. 

Care type 
Care type defines the overall nature of a clinical service provided to an admitted patient 
during an episode of care. Definitions of each care type are summarised in the Glossary.  

Not all states and territories supplied detailed information for rehabilitation and palliative 
care. For rehabilitation, a category of Rehabilitation—not further specified was used by some 
states and territories and is included in tables 7.11 and 7.12. Because of the small number of 
separations reported in the palliative care subcategories, all palliative care separations have 
been reported as Palliative care in tables 7.11 and 7.12, without disaggregation into 
subcategories.  

The Newborn care type is used for all patients aged 9 days or less at admission. Newborn 
episodes of care comprise separations with qualified days only, separations with a mixture of 
qualified and unqualified days, and separations with unqualified days only. Most states and 
territories have implemented this Newborn definition; however, Tasmania and the Northern 
Territory did not report Newborn separations according to the National health data dictionary 
definition (see the Glossary and Appendix 1). In South Australia, qualified and unqualified 
newborn care are defined as separate episodes of care. For the purpose of supplying data to 
the National Hospital Morbidity Database, separate episodes occurring within a single stay 
in hospital are joined together. 

Additionally, some states and territories reported data for Hospital boarders and Posthumous 
organ procurement, for which categories are included in the care type data element. These 
activities are not considered to be admitted patient care, so records relating to these activities 
have been excluded from this report. See Appendix 1 for more detail. 
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Table 7.11 presents the number of separations for each care type. For public and private 
sectors combined, 93.3% of separations were classified as episodes of Acute care, 3.6% as 
Newborn and 2.1% as Rehabilitation. There was some variation among the states and 
territories and between the public and private sectors. For example, the proportion of public 
hospital separations for Rehabilitation care ranged from 0.5% (455) in the Northern Territory 
to 1.9% in South Australia (7,493).  

Newborn separations without any qualified days have been included in tables 7.11 and 7.12 
only in this report and, as such, will cause total separations in Table 7.11 to differ from those 
of other tables. They accounted for 223,218 separations, the majority (175,754 or 79%) in the 
public sector.  

The average length of stay for episodes of Acute care in private hospitals (2.3 days) was 
shorter than that for public hospitals (3.1 days) (derived from tables 7.11 and 7.12). The 
patient days for Newborn episodes with a mixture of qualified and unqualified days are 
presented separately as the number of qualified days and the number of unqualified days. In 
the public sector, the average length of stay for these ‘mixed’ Newborn separations was 3.3 
qualified days and 2.5 unqualified days, compared with 10.5 days for Newborn separations 
with qualified days only and 2.6 days for Newborn separations with unqualified days only. In 
the private sector, the average length of stay for these ‘mixed’ Newborn separations was 4.0 
qualified days and 3.8 unqualified days, compared with 6.9 days for Newborn separations 
with qualified days only and 4.5 days for Newborn separations with unqualified days only.  

Non-acute care 
Table 7.13 presents information by patient election status and mode of separation (see note 
on variations in the data domains used for this data element below) for separations with a 
non-acute care type—Rehabilitation care, Palliative care and Other non-acute care (which 
comprises Psychogeriatric care, Geriatric evaluation and management and Maintenance care). Data 
on patients receiving non-acute care may provide information relevant to continuity of care.  

Overall, 54% of all separations with non-acute care were in public hospitals and 44.3% of 
non-acute patients elected to be treated as public patients. For separations with non-acute 
care, the most common mode of separation was Other, which includes discharge to usual 
residence/own accommodation/welfare institution (72.5%), 6.3% reported a separation 
mode of Discharge/transfer to a residential aged care service, 6.1% reported a separation mode of 
Discharge/transfer to an(other) hospital (acute or psychiatric) and 5.9% had a separation mode of 
Statistical discharge—type change (indicating that the patient remained in the same hospital to 
receive other care) (see Table 7.13). There was some variation between hospital sectors in the 
modes of separation reported for non-acute care. For example, 9.0% of separations for  
non-acute care in public hospitals were transferred to another hospital (acute or psychiatric), 
compared with 2.8% in private hospitals. There was also variation in the mode of separation 
by type of non-acute care, as 85.2% of separations for Rehabilitation care reported a separation 
mode of Other, compared with 34.6% of separations for Palliative care and 50% for Other  
non-acute care. 

Table 7.14 presents information by age, sex and mode of separation for separations for  
non-acute care. The majority of separations for patients whose care type was reported as 
Rehabilitation care were for females (56.5%), and over half of the female patients were aged 75 
years and over (51.3%, 48,518 separations). For Palliative care, the majority of separations 
were reported for males (54.4%), and 86.6% of all Palliative care patients were aged over 55 
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years. For Other non-acute care, the majority of separations were for females (57.7%), and 
67.3% (31,625) of all Other non-acute care separations were for people aged 75 years and over.  

Mode of admission 
Mode of admission records the mechanism by which a patient begins an episode of care 
(Table 7.15). 

In both public and private hospitals, most separations had a mode of admission of Other 
(94.2%, 7,162,461), the term used to refer to all planned and unplanned admissions except 
transfers from other hospitals and statistical admissions. Public hospitals recorded higher 
proportions of Admitted patient transferred from another hospital (218,734 or 4.7% of public 
hospital separations). Public hospitals also reported higher proportions of Statistical 
admission: type change (60,444 or 1.3%) than were reported for private hospitals (87,592 or 
3.0% and 19,144 or 0.7% of private hospital separations, respectively). Among the states and 
territories, New South Wales had the highest proportion of separations with an admission 
mode of Admitted patient transferred from another hospital (5.0%). 

Mode of separation 
The mode of separation records the status of the patient (discharged, transferred, care type 
change, died) at the time of separation and, for some categories, the place to which the 
person was discharged or transferred (Table 7.16). Due to changes in the National health data 
dictionary definition for some of the categories for this data element between version 9.0 in 
2000–01 and version 13 in 2006–07 (HDSC 2000, 2006), and differences in the use of these 
definitions by jurisdictions, the use of some categories differs between jurisdictions. 
Consequently, the number of separations with a mode of separation of Other may be 
underestimated. As the reporting of the category Discharge/transfer to residential aged care 
service also differed over time for some jurisdictions, comparisons with mode of separation 
data from previous years should be treated with caution.  

About 92% of separations (7,008,080) were included in the Other category, suggesting that 
most patients go home after their episode of care. This was particularly the case in the 
private sector, where 97.1% of separations (2,856,828) were categorised as Other, compared 
with 89.1% (4,151,252) in the public sector. The main difference between the sectors was that 
more public sector patients (6.1%) were transferred to other hospitals (acute and psychiatric) 
than was the case for private sector patients (1.8%). There were also greater proportions of 
separations in the public sector for the categories Died and Left against medical advice/discharge 
at own risk.  

There is a discrepancy between the number of patients reporting a mode of separation of 
Discharge/transfer to an (other) hospital (acute and psychiatric) (334,312; see Table 7.16) and the 
number of patients who recorded a mode of admission of Admitted patient transferred from 
another hospital (306,326; see Table 7.15). This may indicate that not all patients who are 
transferred from one hospital to another are having this recorded as their mode of 
admission, or that some patients were admitted and separated in different reporting years.  
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Inter-hospital contracted patient status 
An episode of care for an inter-hospital contracted patient (Table 7.17) is defined in the 
National health data dictionary version 13 (HDSC 2006) as an episode of care for an admitted 
patient whose treatment and/or care is provided under an arrangement between a hospital 
purchaser of hospital care and a provider of an admitted service and for which the activity is 
recorded by both hospitals. These data should be interpreted with caution as the activity 
reported here includes separations under contract between hospitals, but does not include 
separations under contract between private hospitals and the jurisdiction or between private 
hospitals and regional or area health services.  

Contracted care was reported for 0.7% of separations (50,874). The total number of  
inter-hospital contracted patients was higher for private hospitals (35,921) than for public 
hospitals (14,953). 

A small proportion (0.7%, 98 separations) of contracted care provided by public hospitals 
was purchased by private hospitals. Almost 92% (32,891 separations) of contracted care 
provided by private hospitals was purchased by public hospitals. 

As inter-hospital contracted patients are admitted patients of both the contracting and 
contracted hospital, these separations may represent double-counting of hospital activity in 
the National Hospital Morbidity Database. 

Urgency of admission 
Table 7.18 reports on urgency of admission. This data element describes whether the 
admission was assigned an urgency status and, if so, whether the admission occurred on an 
emergency (admission should occur within 24 hours) or an elective basis. The table also 
includes information on whether the separations were considered to be Surgical or Other. 
These categories have been determined based on the Surgical, Medical, Other partitions of the 
AR-DRG classification. These partitions are generally assigned on the presence of operating 
room procedures for the Surgical partition and non-operating room procedures for the 
Medical and Other partitions (see Chapter 12). For this table, the category Other includes both 
the Medical and Other partitions of the AR-DRG classification. 

The majority of Emergency admissions were treated in the public sector (90.4%) and 55.9% of 
Elective admissions were treated in the private sector. For both the private and public sectors 
combined, 28.1% of separations (2,134,012) were assigned an Emergency status, 57.6% of 
separations (4,376,460) were assigned an Elective status and the status was Not assigned for 
14.2% of separations. In the public hospital sector, 41.4% of separations that were assigned an 
Elective status and 11.2% of separations that were assigned an Emergency status were 
classified as Surgical. In the private sector, approximately 83.2% of separations were assigned 
an Elective status and 44.5% of these were classified as Surgical. An Emergency status was 
assigned for 6.9% of private hospital separations and 20.2% of these separations were 
classified as Surgical. 

Hospital-in-the-home care 
Table 7.19 reports on hospital-in-the-home care, and the number of days of hospital-in-the-
home care provided. Most states and territories have hospital-in-the-home programs under 
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which admitted patients are provided with hospital care in the home. This care has been 
defined in the National health data dictionary version 13 (HDSC 2006) as occurring in the 
patient’s (permanent or temporary) place of residence as a substitute for hospital 
accommodation, and within an episode of care for an admitted patient.  

For 2006–07, New South Wales and Tasmania did not report this data element. For all other 
states and territories, data on hospital-in-the-home care were provided as defined in the 
National health data dictionary, and separations including this care were included in the 
National Hospital Morbidity Database.  

Several Queensland public and private hospitals conducted hospital-in-the-home programs 
during the 2006–07 financial year. Although the number of admitted patient separations 
involving hospital-in-the-home care has remained fairly steady in recent years, the number 
of days of care provided under these programs has been increasing. Nevertheless, hospital-
in-the-home care remains a very small percentage of total admitted patient activity. 

For Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia and South Australia, there were 56,763 
separations that reported hospital-in-the-home care. They accounted for 490,371 patient 
days, of which 334,751 days (68.3%) were reported as hospital-in-the-home days. Same-day 
separations accounted for 20.6% of separations (11,684) reporting hospital-in-the-home care 
for these states.  
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