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ankle (S82, 75.5%), whereas the highest proportion of public patients in private hospitals was
for Other chronic pulmonary disease (J44, 10.2%).
Table 8.8 reports the principal diagnoses with the highest number of same day separations
in the public sector. It shows that the top principal diagnosis group is Care involving dialysis
(Z49, 545,067), followed by Other medical care (Z51, 124,601), 93.7% of which were for
chemotherapy Z51.1 and Z51.2. Comparing this table to Table 8.6 it can be seen that the top
30 principal diagnoses are quite different, suggesting that there are differences in the types
of principal diagnoses that are most commonly treated on a same day basis compared to
those that are not.
In the private sector (Table 8.9), Other medical care (Z51, 125,366) had the highest number of
same day separations, followed by Care involving dialysis (Z49, 88,928). In public hospitals,
the highest proportion of same day separations that were for public patients was for False
labour (047, 95.5%), while the lowest was for Other cataract (H26, 78.1%). However, in private
hospitals, the highest proportion of same day separations that were for public patients was
for Care involving dialysis (Z49, 30.2%).
The most common principal diagnosis groups in private free-standing day hospitals were
Other medical care (Z51, 26,026) and Medical abortion (O04, 21,839) (Table 8.10). The
proportion of separations in private free-standing day hospital facilities that was for public
patients was highest for Care involving dialysis (Z49, 42.0%).
Table 8.11 presents information on public psychiatric hospitals. Over 98% of separations in
public psychiatric hospitals were for public patients and most diagnoses were in the Mental
and behavioural disorders chapter (F00–F99, 90%). Schizophrenia (F20) was the most common
diagnosis reported (3,961) and accounted for more patient days than any other group
(359,178). The average length of stay was high for most of the disease groups and only 14.6%
of separations (2,669) were same day separations, compared with 47.6% in public hospitals
overall (Table 8.1).
Separations in public psychiatric hospitals include some with very long lengths of stay, up
to several years. Hence the average length of stay data should be interpreted with caution,
taking into consideration the inclusion of some very long stay and non-acute separations.

States and territories
There was some variation between the states and territories in the relative number of
separations for the most common diagnoses (Tables 8.12 and 8.13). There was also some
variation between the states and territories in the average length of stay for separations for
the most common diagnosis (Tables 8.14 and 8.15). For example, in the public sector, the
average length of stay for Care involving use of rehabilitation procedures (Z50) ranged from
7.0 days in the Northern Territory to 29.5 days in South Australia. In contrast, the average
length of stay in the private sector for Care involving use of rehabilitation procedures (Z50)
ranged from 4.7 days in Queensland to 23.2 days in Western Australia. However, for Other 
cataract (H26), the average length of stay was approximately 1.0 day for all jurisdictions in 
both sectors.

Age group and sex
In Tables 8.16 and 8.17, information is presented on the number of separations by age group
by the 30 most common principal diagnoses at the 3-character level of the ICD-10-AM
classification for males and females. These tables show a number of different patterns in the
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Z00–Z99 Factors influencing health status and
contact with health services

S00–T98 Injury, poisoning and certain other
consequences of external causes

R00–R99 Signs, symptoms and abnormal clinical
and laboratory findings, not elsewhere classified

Q00–Q99 Congenital malformations, deformations
and chromosomal abnormalities

P00–P96 Certain conditions originating in the
perinatal period

O00–O99 Pregnancy, childbirth and the
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E00–E90 Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic
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D50–D89 Diseases of blood, blood-forming organs
and immune system
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