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Foreword 
I am pleased to present Australian hospital statistics 2008–09, an authoritative annual report 
that provides a comprehensive range of performance information and other statistics about 
public and private hospitals.  

The publication was produced with the cooperation and advice of state and territory health 
authorities, the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing, and other 
stakeholders. The Institute collates state and territory data into its comprehensive set of 
hospital databases, and summarises and analyses them in an impartial manner to produce 
information and analysis that informs the community and policy makers.  

The Institute’s goal is to produce information in a variety of formats to reflect the various 
needs of policy makers and the community. In keeping with that goal, this year, the report is 
accompanied by a shorter companion report—Australia’s hospitals 2008–09 at a glance. It 
provides a summary of the detailed information presented here, in a form accessible to a 
general readership.  

This year’s report is substantially different from previous versions. Regular readers will note 
that the overall structure of the report has changed, as has the structure of individual 
chapters within the report.  

The structure has moved from one largely centred on databases to one that focuses on the 
services provided by hospitals (such as emergency department services, outpatient services 
and admitted patient care). The report also presents different views of admitted patient care 
with separate chapters on same-day acute, overnight acute, elective surgery and sub- and 
non-acute care. More information is presented in accessible summary tables and graphs.  

Another innovation this year has been the inclusion of a Compact Disc (CD) with the 
hardcopy of this report. The CD includes all tables in this publication, and also the 2008–09 
data in tables in the format published in previous reports. The data in the hardcopy report 
and the CD are also published on the AIHW website, where additional, detailed data are 
available in data cubes. 

Hospital performance indicators continue to be reported in this publication. Included are 
2008–09 data for a number of indicators that the COAG Reform Council (CRC) has recently 
published (for 2007–08) in its report on the National Healthcare Agreement (NHA). The 
Institute is pleased to support the CRC’s work and ensures that the indicators in Australian 
hospital statistics align with the NHA hospital performance indicators. 

The Institute will continue to develop its suite of Australian hospital statistics products, and 
work with stakeholders to improve timeliness. Comments are always welcome. 

 

Penny Allbon 

Director 

June 2010
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Summary 

Australia’s hospitals are the subject of continuing public discussion that can be informed by 
the comprehensive information in Australian hospital statistics 2008–09.  

Australia had 1,317 hospitals in 2008–09. The 756 public hospitals accounted for 67% of beds 
(56,500) and the 561 private hospitals accounted for 33% (27,500).  

Accident and emergency services 

There were 7.2 million accident and emergency services provided in public hospitals in 
2008–09, with an increase of 4.6% on average each year between 2004–05 and 2008–09. 
Overall, 70% of patients were seen on time in emergency departments, as were 100% of 
resuscitation patients (those requiring treatment immediately). The overall proportion seen 
on time was either 69% or 70% each year since 2004–05. 

Admitted patient care 

There were 8.1 million separations for admitted patients in 2008–09, 4.9 million in public 
hospitals and over 3.2 million in private hospitals. There was an increase of 3.4% on average 
each year between 2004–05 and 2008–09 for public hospitals, and 4.4% for private hospitals.  

Same-day separations were 57% of the total, having increased by an average of 4.8% each 
year between 2004–05 and 2008–09. The average length of stay for overnight admissions was 
6.0 days in 2008–09, after having been 6.2 days since 2005–06.   

About 3.6% of separations were for non-acute care. Between 2004–05 and 2008–09, there were 
increases in rehabilitation care in private hospitals (19% on average each year) and 
maintenance care (provided to patients who require care over an indefinite period) in public 
hospitals (9%). 

Separation rates were higher than average for Indigenous Australians, for people in remote 
areas and in areas of lower socioeconomic status, overall and for public hospitals. For private 
hospitals, rates were higher for people in major cities and in areas of higher socioeconomic 
status.   

Elective surgery 

There were 1.8 million episodes of elective surgery in 2008–09. Public elective surgery 
increased by 3.1% over 2007–08, faster than the 1.7% average rate of increase between  
2004–05 and 2008–09. Other elective surgery increased by 2.9%, slower than the average of 
4.1% since 2004–05. The median waiting time for public elective surgery was 34 days, the 
same as in 2007–08. 

Expenditure and funding  

Public hospital recurrent expenditure totalled $31.3 billion in 2008–09. Adjusted for inflation, 
it increased by an average of 5.9% each year between 2004–05 and 2008–09.  

About 70% of expenditure was for admitted patient services. Private health insurance was 
the main funding source for 37% of separations, and 53% were for public patients (mainly 
those funded through the Australian Health Care Agreements). Between 2004–05 and  
2008–09, public patient separations increased by 3.1% on average each year, those funded by 
private health insurance increased by 5.6%, while those funded by the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs decreased by 1.4%.   


