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1. Summary

Like everyone , people with disability want a high  quality of life. To achieve this, they seek
access to, and pursue outcomes across, all areas of life, such as education, employment,

health care, housing and justice.

While many people with disability routinely and actively participate in these areas, some
face challenges doing so. This is influenced by factors such as the nature of the
opportunities, services and assistance available to them; the accessibility of their
environment; and their experiences of discrimination (see 'Defining disability' ).




Living with disability in Australia

People with disability

1in6

Australians are estimated to have

disability, or about
4.4 million people.

Social support

About

519,000

people with disability are
active NDIS participants with
approved plans.

Justice and safety

1in10

people (15+) with disability
experienced disability
discrimination in the last year.

people with disability
aged <65 saw a

medical specialist
in the last year.

View key stats related to:
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Income and finance

38%

of people (15-64) with disability
receive @ government

payment as their main source of
income.

Housing

96%

of people with disability
live in private dwellings.

Education and skills

9in10

school-age children with
disability go to school.

Employment

53%

of people (15-64) with disability
are participating in the
labour force.




Living with disability in Australia

People with disability

3in5

people with disability living in
households need help with at
least 1 activity of daily
living.

Social support

About

40%

of people with disability need
assistance from formal
providers.

Justice and safety

47%

of adults with disability have

experienced violence after age

15.

Health

3in10

people with disability waited 1+

days after making an appointment

to see a GP for urgent care.

View key stats related to:
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Participation
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Meed for assistance
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Income and finance

37%

of Disability Support Pension
recipients (16-64) have a
psychological/psychiatric
primary medical condition.

Housing

people with disability have
modified their

accommodation because of
their age or condition.

Education and skills

4in5

school students with disability have
1 or more schooling
restrictions.

Employment

68%

of people (15-64) with disability
have 1 or more employment
restrictions.




Living with disability in Australia

People with disability

v

the disability-free life
expectancy of Australians has
improved over time.

Social support

82%

of people with disability (15+) are
satisfied with the quality of

assistancer
organised

Justice and safety

In the last year

2in3
people (15+) with disability have

not avoided situations
because of disability.

Health

people (15+) with disability rate
their health as good, very
good or excellent.

View key stats related to:

4 . I
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Income and finance

94%

of people (15+) with disability have
a source of personal income.

Housing

64%

of people with disability who are
non-dependents are
home owners.

Education and skills

9in 10

school students with disability
go to a mainstream school.

Employment

88%

of employed wage or salary
earners (15-64) with disability do
not require support to work.







2. About this report

Disability affects many people, directly or indirectly. It may be a life  -alteri ng event or

experience. It may have | arge or small effects on
disability is recognised as something that affects most people, to  varying degrees and at

different life stages. Disability is an umbrella term for impairments, activity limitations

and participation restrictions ,a | | of which can interact with

and environmental and/or individual factors to hinder their full and effective
participation in society on an equal basis with others

Capturing the diverse experiences of people with disability in a reporting context is
challenging. People with disability are not a homogeneous group. They have differ ent
types and levels of disability; come from all demographic and socioeconomic groups;
and interact, in varying degrees, with every aspect of life in Australia across a multitude
of social policy and program areas. This diversity is compounded by differin ¢
understandings of what disability is and how best to capture it in data.

2021722 update

This web report was first released on 3 September 2019. It included a broad range of

data fromthe 2015 Austr ali an Bureau of StatisticsA

Carers (SDAC).A major update to the web report was released on 2 October 2020. The
2020 update replaced the 2015 ABS SDAC data with 2018 SDAC data; updated data on
specialist disability services, social housing, homelessness services, education, and
income support; and introduced new data from the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS), the National Aged Care Data Clearinghouse, the Household, Income and

Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA ) Survey, Mi ssion AustraliaAs

Graduate Outcomes Survey.

The 2021722 update expands the report to include new reporting of data disaggregated

by age group, disability group and remoteness. New data about personal life, social
inclusion and finances of people with disability have been added to the existing

chapters. The update also includes a new chapter about the experiences  of people with
disability during the COVID -19 pandemic, covering the period from 2020 to mid  -2021.

Other updates performed in 2021 722 include:

1 new reporting and supplementary data tables based on

0 Household , Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) Survey
General Social Survey

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey

House hold Impacts of COVID -19 Survey
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia/data

0 Education Survey 2020 by Children and Young People with Disability Australia
(CYDA)

0 COVID19 (Coronavirus) and Children and Young People with Disability Survey
0 People with Disability and COVID -19 Survey

1 updating data fromt he

Australian Government Housing Data Set

National Housing Assistance Data Repository

Specialist Homelessness Services Collection

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability

Total Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Stu dents and Courses Collection

Higher Education Student Data Collection

TVET Student Outcomes Collection

Student Experience Survey

Graduate Outcomes Survey

Payment Demographic data

o O Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox o«

Administrative income support data.

What this report does

This report uses the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) person  -centred
reporting framework to draw together information from a range of sources to look at

the experiences of people with disability in everyday life (see 'Person-centred reporting
framework' ). In drawing this information together, the report also highlights key data
gaps (see 'Key data gaps').

The report is part of a wider system of data and reporting about people with disability in
Australia. As such, rather than duplicate other efforts, it refers readers to other
resources throughout. These include:

1 Productivity Commission A's a rReporadn Government Services z information on
equity, effectiveness and efficiency of government services in Australia  relating to
people with disability

1 National Disabil ity Uns uguariert eepoAigge oncthe NationaIND 4 A)
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)z information on the NDIS in each jurisdiction .

The online report format makes it possible to readily update existing information and to
add new content as data become available.

What this report does not do

This report does not include detailed information about several areas of significant
interest to people with disa bility, their families and carers. This includes information
about: carers; the disability workforce; the experiences of specific groups within the


https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services
https://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/publications/quarterly-reports

disability population; information on pathways and transitions (for example, from school
to work); and inter actions between different life areas in determining outcomes for
people with disability.

Some of these areas may be covered in subsequent releases of this report. For some,
however, little or no data are readily available and these will require data develo pment
or linkage of data before information can be reported (s  ee 'Key data gaps').

This report includes data collected during the evolving COVID  -19 situation in Australia
from early 2020 to mid -2021. High quality data will be even more important in future as
we seek to understand the impact on people with disability of the virus itself, the direct
and indirect effects of the isolation requirements put in place in response to the virus,

and the long -term economic and social i mpacts of the shutdown.

The analyses presented in this report highlight differences in outcomes and experiences
of different groups of people, or varying time trends. In many cases, there can be
multiple possible reasons behind these differences, or they ¢ ould be attributed to
government policy changes or variations in implementation of policies or programs.
However, this report does not make any such attributions nor does it make any
inferences about causation.



Person -centred reporting framework

Person-centred reporting is an opportunity to improve the evidence base regarding
people with disability. It does this by placing the person at the core of understanding
why experiences vary, even for people who may have similar conditions and support
needs.

Thisr eport uses t hecenked FepdRisg framewoskoThis framework
summarises the broad areas across which people pursue life outcomes, and the

common social policies and programs (both disability -specific and mainstream) related
to everyday life ( Figure ABOUT.1). The individual components may interact, and the level
of interaction and associated outcomes will differ with individual circumstances and
environmental factors (see 'Defining disability" ).

Figure AB OUT.1: Domai ns used in the AIHW person -centred reporting
framework

Justice Housing
and safety f "'°4°'""Y

Education
and skills
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Defining disability

In Australia, many data collections identify disability based on concepts from the World
Heal t h Or gani zladanatonal/Cassi{icsibin]j Functioning, Disability and
Health (ICF).

The UCF conceptualises a personAs |l evel of funct
structures, activities and participation, as a dynamic interaction between their he alth

condition(s) and environmental and/or personal factors (Figure ABOUT.2; WHO 2002).

Disability is an umbrella term for impairments of body function or structure, activity

limitation s or participation restrictions

Figure ABOUT.2: International Classifi  cation of Functioning, Disability and
Health

Health condition
(Disorder or disease)

Body Functions
& Structure

T | |

Activities Participation

Environmental Personal

Factors Factors

Source:Modified from WHO 2002.

People experience different degrees of impairment, activity limitation and participation
restriction. Disability can be related to genetic disorders, illnesses, accidents, ageing,
injuries or a combination of these factors. Importantly, how people experien ce disability
is affected by environmental factors  z including community attitudes and the
opportunities, services and assistance they can access Zz as well as by personal factors.

11


https://www.who.int/classifications/icf/en/
https://www.who.int/classifications/icf/en/

The definition and identification of disability used in each collection can vary, depending
the collectionAs type and purpose. For exampl

on

)l

the Australian Bureau of StatisticsA (ABS)
(SDAC) uses a comprehensive set of questions to determine disability and is
considered the gold standard o f disability identification in Australia

other ABS surveys, such as the National Health Survey, use a shorter set of
guestions to identify disability (the Short Disability Module)

the NDIS bases eligibility on a narrower concept of disability in terms of p  eople who
have a significant impairment to their functional capacity.

Some data collections, such as on hospital admissions, do not identify disability at all.

The incomplete and inconsistent identification of people with disability across data
sources pre sents challenges to our understanding of disability, including the extent to

which people with disability interact with mainstream and other services (see 'Key data
gaps').

Definitions of disability used in this report

This report uses more than 35 sources of data on people with disability. The definition
of disability and the population scope for each of these data sources is presented in
Definitions of drhesrmdtiobust methodlisuses bytthe ABSSDAC.

The SDAC is a large survey designed to measure the entire spectrum of disability and
has the most comprehensive measure. Disability identification and sev  erity is
established through more than 120 questions, progressing through a number of steps
to first identify whether a person has a disability and then, the severity of that disability.

References

WHO (World Health Organization) (2002) Towards acommon language for functioning,
disability, and health: ICE The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and
Health, WHO, accessed 9 May 2022. https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default -
source/classification/icf/icfbeginnersquide. pdf

12

Sur


https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia/data
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/classification/icf/icfbeginnersguide.pdf
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/classification/icf/icfbeginnersguide.pdf

The disability policy environment

The disability policy environment has significantly changed in recent years, especially in
relation to service delivery. This includes:

)l

= =4 -4 -

f

launchofthenew Austral i aAs Di s aiR03l (the Strategy)rtcareplkace vy

the National Disability Strategy 2010 72020

the implementation of the  National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

the establ ishment of the NDIS Quality and Safequards Commission

pilot -testing of the National Disability Data Asset

the establishment of a Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and
Exploitation of People with Disability

focus on changing community attitudes and improving awareness of disability.

Common themes running through these changes include:

= =4 =

the accessibility of mainstream services for people with disability
the quality and safety of services in specialist and mainstream service settings
the readiness of the market and workforce to deliver support services

acknowledgment that specialist disability support services, such as those delivered
through the NDIS, are only one part of a broader and interacting system of supports
(see 'Person-centred rep orting framework' for examples of broader system
components)

recognition that improving the wellbeing of people with disability and their carers
requires collaboration across multiple sectors and stakeholders, with responses that
meet the needs of all peop le with disability, including, but not limited to, those
accessing the NDIS (Figure ABOUT.3)

the need to strengthen performance frameworks and reporting to more
meaningfully measure progress in key wellbeing measures, and the limitations of
current data in supporting such measure s.

13
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https://www.disabilitygateway.gov.au/ads?mc_cid=4f367adf9d&mc_eid=f1acb8c87b
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/disability-and-carers/publications-articles/policy-research/national-disability-strategy-2010-2020
https://www.ndis.gov.au/
https://www.ndiscommission.gov.au/
https://ndda.gov.au/
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx

Figure ABOUT.3: Key disability cohorts in the Australian population

Australian population
(around 25 million people)

*Of the 4.4 million people with disability, around 1.4 million have severe or profound disability.
DSP = Disability Support Pension

NDIS = National Disability Insurance Scheme

Note: People with disability may access specialist and/or mainstream services.

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Australia ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (UN CRPD)in 2008. ltspurpose i s t o Ypromote, protect and
and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with

di sabilities, and to promote res@pct for their i

Aust r al iilay/SgateByi véllgplhy an important role in protecting, promoting and
realising the human rights of people with disability in line with AustraliaAs comm
under the UN CRPD. The principles of the UN CRPD are also reflected in the Australian

14


https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/legal/legislation

Human Rights Commission Act 1986and in the mechanisms for the deli very of services to
people with disability (such as the NDIS).

AustraliaAs DisabizZ3lity Strategy 2021

The Strategy is AustraliaAs national disability
continuing to improve the lives of people with disability in Au  stralia over the 10 years to

2031. The Strategy was launched on 3 December 2021 and builds on its predecessor, the

National Disability Strategy 2010 z2020.

The Strategy helps to protect, promote and realise the human rights of people with
disabilityinline wi t h AustraliaAs couNORPInent s under t he

The Strategy covers all people with disability, irrespective of whether they need or use
specialist disability services. In particular, t he Strategy is intended to provide national
leadership towards greater inclusion of people with disability, to guide activity across all
areas of public policy to be inclusive and responsive to people with disability, to drive
mainstream services and systems to improve outcomes for people with disability, and to
engage, info rm and involve the whole community in achieving a more inclusive society.

The Strategy and its supporting documents are available on the  Disability Gateway
website .

National Disability Insurance Scheme

In 2010, the Australian Government asked the  Productivity Commission to carry out a
public inquiry into a long -term disability care and support scheme. In July 2012, in
response t o finddrepoit, theAustralign/Geovernment introduced the NDIS.

The introduction of the NDIS was a fundamental shift in the way Australians with
significant and permanent disability access supports. It is founded in insurance

principles to provide eligible A ustralians who have a permanent and significant disability
with the reasonable and necessary supports they need (NDIA 20 20).

The NDIS was introduced in trial sites in 2013, and has been progressively rolled out
across Australia from July 2016. From 1 July 2020, the NDIS has been made available to
all eligible Australians, no matter where they live (Minister for the National Disability
Insurance Scheme 2020). The National Disabil ity Insurance Agency (NDIA) estimates that,
by 30 June 2025, the NDIS will provide around 670,000 Australians (633,000 aged under
65) with funding for supports and services ( NDIA 2021). People with disability are directly
funded under the NDIS, as distinct from the previous system of block funding to

agencies and community organisations that provided disability support services under
the National Disability Agreement (NDIA 2020).

NDIS Quality and Safeguards Commission

The NDIS Quality and Safeguards Commis sion (NDIS Commission) is an independent
agency established in July 2018 to improve the quality and safety of NDIS supports and
services.

15
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On establishment, the jurisdiction of the NDIS Commission was New South Wales and

South Australia. On 1 July 2019, the NDUS Commi s
Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern

Territory. The NDIS Commission achieved full national coverage on 1 December 2020

when Western Australia transition ed to its jurisdiction. The NDIS Commission replaces

the disparate and varied state and territory regulatory arrangements and establishes a

single national regulator responsible for provider registration, complaints, reportable

incidents, oversight of behaviour support and compliance and enforcement. States and

territories retain responsibility for implementing NDIS worker screening, the

authorisatio n of restrictive practices and community visitor schemes.

National Disability Data Asset

Between April 2020 and December 2021, the New South Wales, Victorian, South
Australian, Queensland and Australian Capital Territory governments worked together
with th e Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Department of Social
Services, the NDIA, the AIHW and the ABS to pilot test the development of a National
Disability Data Asset (NDDA). The pilot brought together data from a range of domains
relevant to people with disability, their families and carers, such as health and wellbeing;
learning and skills; the justice system, safety and rights; personal and community
support; inclusion and accessibility; and economic security.

The pilot phase, which conclud ed as scheduled on 31 December 2021, demonstrated
value for government, academic and community use, including options for information -
sharing, research, and wider public reporting.

In December 2021, the Australian Government announced funding of $40 milli on to
further develop the NDDA. D ecisions from governments are being sought about further
work to establish a n enduring NDDA, and (if agreed) how the next phase of
development w ill progress.

Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation o f People
with Disability

On 5 April 2019, the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of
People with Disability was established . The Disability Royal Commi ssion will investigate:

1 prevent ing and better protect ing people with disability from experiencing violence,
abuse, neglect and exploitation

1 achieving best practice in reporting and investigating  and responding to violence,
abuse, neglect and exploitation o f people with disability

1 promot ing a more inclusive society that supports  people with disability to be
independent and live free from violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation.

The Commission covers all forms of violence against, and abuse, neglect and
exploitation of, people with disability, in all settings and contexts.

16


https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx

The interim report of the Commission was published on 30 October 2020.  The report
included examination of the data available on p eople with disability in Australia and
identification of the gaps in that data, and detailed 6 areas related to addressing the
data gaps which the Commission will focus on over the next 2 years (Disability Royal
Commission 2020).

The Commission will delive r a final report to the Australian Government by 29
September 2023. In this report, the Royal Commission will recommend how to improve
laws, policies, structures and practices to ensure a more inclusive and just society.
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3. People with disabllity

The disability population is diverse. It encompasses people with varying types and levels
of disability across all socioeconomic and demographic groups.

Knowing how many people in Australia have disability, and their characteristics, can
improve our understanding of how the experiences of people with disability vary. It also
helps to plan and provide the supports, services and communities that enable people
with disability to participate fully in everyday life.

PREVALENCE OF DISABILITY ACTIVITIES & ASSISTANCE

About

4.4 million 30%

of people with disability living in
households need help with health care.

people have disability.

The prevalence of disability generally
increases with age and is more than twice
as high for people aged 85 and over
compared with those aged 65-69.

Help is also commonly needed with:

Property
maintenance
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LIFE EXPECTANCY & DISABILITY PERSONAL LIFE

People born in 2018
can expect to live about

one-fifth

of their lives with some level of disability.

Select sex
Males
Females

Males born in 2018 can expect to live 80.7

years. Of those years they can expect to live:

With

17
disability years

Without

o4
disability years

2in3
(66%) people aged 15-64 with disability
are satisfied with the amount of free time

they have
(67% of those without disability).

This varies by sex:

Males 72%

Females
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Prevalence of disability

Key findings
1 1in 6 (18%)people in Australia have disability (about 4. 4 million people).

1 1in 3 (32%) people with disability have severe or profound disability (about
1.4 million).

1 For 1lin 4 (23%) people with disability, their main  type of disability is m ental or
behavioural.

Around 1in 6 (18%) people in Australia i or about 4. 4 million T have disability. This is

al so known as Ydisabil i t(or55milen)of peaple i@ Austrahlean ot her 2
have a long -term health condition but no disability, = and the remaining 60%

(or 14.8 million) have no disability or long -term health condition (ABS 201 9a).

What is disability prevalence?

Disability prevalence is the number or proportion of the population living with disability at a
given time.

Prevalence rates can be age -specific (for a particular age group) or age -standardised
(controlling for age, so that populations with different age profiles ca n be compared).

In this report we provide age -specific data on people with disability. This approach was
selected to better allow comparison of people with and without disability.

What affects prevalence?

Factors including changes to population survival r  ates (such as increased or decreased life
expectancy), as well as survival rates for specific health conditions, can affect disability
prevalence. It can also be affected by the age at which a health condition first occurs, and
remission and rehabilitation rates.

The rate estimated by the national Austr al i an Bureau of StatisticsA (
Ageing and Carers (SDAC)can vary, even when the actual prevalence might not, because of
changes in social attitudes, government policy and survey metho  ds.

Why is understanding prevalence important?

Knowing how many people are affected by disability, and their characteristics, informs
planning for providing services and building inclusive communities through practices and
policies enabling people with di sability to participate fully in society .
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Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers

Datain this sectonar e | argely sourced from the Auwll8ralian B
Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers (SDAC). The SDAC is the most detailed a nd
comprehensive source of data on disability prevalence in Australia.

The SDAC considers that a person has disability if they have at least one of a list of
limitations, restrictions or impairments, which has lasted, or is likely to last, for at least
6 months and restricts everyday activities.

The limitations are grouped into 10 activities associated with daily living I self-care, mobility,
communication, cognitive or emotional tasks, health care, reading or writing tasks, transport,
household chores, pro perty maintenance, and meal preparation. The SDAC also identifies

2 other life areas in which people may experience restriction or difficulty as a result of

disability i schooling and employment.

The severity of disability is defined by whether a person ne eds help, has difficulty , or uses

aids or equipment with 3 core activities T self-care, mobility, and communication i and is

grouped for mild, moderate, severe, and profound limitation. People who always or

sometimes need help with one or more core activities, have difficulty understanding or

being understood by family or friends, or can communicate more easily using sign language

orothernon -spoken forms of communication are referred t
severe or profound disabilityA.

Nearly one-third (32%) of people with disability T about 1.4 million or 5. 7% of the
Australian population T have severe or profound disability. This means sometimes or
always need ing help with daily self -care, mobility or communication activities , having
difficulty understanding or being understood by family or friends, or communicat ing
more easily using sign language or other non -spoken forms of communication
(ABS2019a).

While the number of people with disability has  risen (from about 4 .0 million in 200 9),
the prevalence rate has decreased over this period (from 18.5% in 2009t0 17.7% in
2018, or from an age -standardised rate of 17.7% in 2009 to 16.1% in 2018) (ABS 2019a).
This indicates that the increase in the number of people with disability has been slower
than the increase in the total population .

Sex and age

The prevalence of disability generally increases with age (Figure PREVALENCH,). This
means the longer people live, the more likely they are to experience som e form of
disability :

1 7.6% of children aged 0 T 14 have disability
1 9.3% of people aged 15 i 24 have disability
1 13% of people aged 15 i 64 have disability
1 50% of people aged 65 and over have disability (ABS 2019b).
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Figure PREVALEMNCE.1: Prevalence of disability, by disability status, age group and sex, 2003, 2009,
2012, 2015 and 2018

Disability status Select to highlight sex Prevalence of
8Severe or profound disability Males disability in 2018:
All with disability M Females
M Total . .
Year - ‘
2018 Males Females Total

17.6% 17.8% 17.7%

With disability
Per cen

804
80+
40+
N /
0 &
=t [y} =t a <+ [} =t o)) =t o)l =t 2] =+ 5] =+ o] =+ +
! | — — td Y] ay] ay] =t =t [fp} L w o [~ [~ [os] L
L] [Tyl i | I 1 | 1 | | i | | ] | | | o0
(=] ) -} L") (=] [Tp} =} [Ty} (=] LN (=] Ty} (=] LN (=]
— — td Y] M g} =+ =t L L w o [~ [~ [+5]
Age group

Source: ABS 2004, ABS 2010, ABS 2013, ABS 2016, ABS 2019b; see alsc Table PREVZ.

The disability -free life expectancy of people in Australia (that is, the estimated years the
average person can expect to live without disability) is increasing over time
(see 'Disability -free life expectancy' for more information).

Overall, the likelihood of experiencing disability  varies by age but does not vary much by

sex after childhood (Figure PREVALENCH):
1 9.5% of males and 5.7% of females aged 0 T 14 have disability
1 9.2% of males and 9.5% of females aged 1571 24 have disability
1 13% of males and females aged 15 i 64 have disability
1

49% of males and 50% of females aged 65 and over have disability (ABS 2019b).
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But when looked at by level of disability, differences can be seen among children and
people in older age groups :

1 6.0% of males and 3.0% of females aged 0 i 14 have severe or profound disability

1 3.6% of males and 3.3% of females aged 15 1 24 have severe or profound
disability
T 3.2% of males and females aged 15 z64 have severe or profound disabilit y

1 15% of males and 20% of females aged 65 and over have severe or profound
disability (ABS 2019b).

The Australian population is ageing, with 16% of the population aged 65 and over (  Figure
PREVALENCE.?2). Halb0%) of people aged 65 and over have disabilit y. The increased
prevalence in disability with age (Figure PREVALENCH.), combined with the ageing
population, leads to a large proportion (44%) of people with disability in Australia who

are aged 65 and over (ABS 2019b).

Figure PREVALENCE.2: Population distribution, by disability status, age group and sex, 2018

Age With disability All people

85+
80-84
75-79
70-74
65-69
B60-64
55-59
50-54
45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14

5-9

0-4

10 5 0][0] 5 10 10 5 5 10

Males Females Males Females
Per cent

Sourece; ABS 2019b; see also Table PREVS.
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Disability group

Disability group

Disability group is a broad categorisation of disability . It is based on underlying health
conditions and on impairments, activity limitations and participation restrictions. It is not a
diagnostic grouping, nor is there a one -to-one correspondence b etween a health condition
and a disability group.

The ABS SDAC broadly groups disabilities depending on whether they relate to functioning
of the mind or the senses, or to anatomy or physiology. Each disability group may refer to a
single disability or be composed of a number of broadly similar disabilities. The SDAC
identifies 6 separate groups based on the particular type of disability; these are:

9 sensory and speech (sight, hearing, speech)
9 intellectual (difficulty learning or understanding)

9 physical (in cluding breathing difficulties, chronic or recurrent pain, incomplete use of
limbs and more)

1 psychosocial (including nervous or emotional conditions, mental iliness, memory
problems, and social or behavioural difficulties)

1 head injury, stroke or acquired b rain injury

9 other (restrictions in everyday activities due to other long  -term conditions or ailments )
(ABS 201%).

Generally, the prevalence of all disability groups increases with age, but for some
disability groups there is also a decrease around the early adulthood years (Figure
PREVALENCE.3). This is especially true for males:

1 4.2% (or 100,000) of males aged 0 z14 have sensory disability compared with
1.8% (or 30,000) of those aged 15 724 and 1.1% (or 20,000) of those aged 25 734

1 5.8% (or 139,000) of males aged 0z14 have intellectual disability compared with
4.9% (or 79,000) of those aged 15 724 and 1.6% (or 30,000) of those aged 25 734
(ABS2019b).

Girls aged 0714 are less likely to have sensory disability or intellectual disability than
boys, but they al so have a decrease in prevalence of these 2 types of disability in early
adulthood:

T 2.1% (or 47,000) of females aged 0 z14 have sensory disability compared with 1.6%
(or 24,000) of those aged 15 724 and 0.9% (or 17,000) of those aged 25 734

T 3.1% (or 71,000) of females aged 0 z14 have intellectual disability compared with
2.9% (or 44,000) of those aged 15 724 and 1.3% (or 23,000) of those aged 25 734
(ABS2019b).
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Figure PREVALENCE.3: Prevalence of disability group, by age group, 2018

Select sex Select to highlight disability group
Males B sensory and speach M Psychosocial
Females M ntellectual Head injury, stroke or ABI"
Total W Physical restriction
With disability
Per cen
60
501
404
20+
201
10+
0 ——
0-14 15-24  25-34 35-44  45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+
Age group

#Delative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unrelizble for general use.
*Relative standard error of 25-50% and should be used with caution.

"Head injury, stroke or acquired brain injury.

Source: MBS 20190, see also Table PREVE.

Boys aged 0714 are more likely (3.4% or 83,000) to have psychosocial disability than girls
(1.9% or 43,000). There is an increase in psychosocial disability in both males (4.5% or
71,000) and females (4.4% or 68,000) at age 15 724 and then a decrea se at age 25234
(2.8% or 51,000 and 2.6% or 48,000 respectively) (ABS 2019b).

The prevalence of physical disability and sensory disability increases sharply after age
35744 (Figure PREVALENCE.3):

T 5.6% (or 183,000) of people aged 35 z44 have physical disabil ity and 1.5%
(or 49,000) have sensory disability

11% (or 335,000) and 3.3% (or 103,000) of those aged 45 754
19% (or 535,000) and 6.3% (or 180,000) of those aged 55 764
28% (or 617,000) and 16% (or 366,000) of those aged 65 774
40% (or 482,000) and 30% (or 357,000) of those aged 75 784

= =4 4 -
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https://tableau.aihw.gov.au/#/site/Disability/views/Prevalence2021/FigurePREV_3?:iid=4
https://tableau.aihw.gov.au/#/site/Disability/views/Prevalence2021/FigurePREV_3?:iid=4

58% (or 285,000) and 50% (or 246,000) of those aged 85 and over

females aged 85 and over are more likely to have physical disability (63% or
192,000) and less likely to have sensory disability (47% or 141,000) than males
(50% or 94,000 and 56% or 105,000 respectively) (ABS 2019b).

The prevalence of intellectual disability, psychosocial disability, and h  ead injury, stroke
or acquired brain injury increases considerably from age 65 z74 (Figure PREVALENCE.3):

1

1

2.7% (or 59,000) of people aged 65 774 have intellectual disability, 5.2% (or 62,000)
of those aged 75 z84, and 17% (or 81,000) of those aged 85 and over

5.5% (or 122,000) of people aged 65 z74 have psychosocial disability,
9.4% (or 112,000) of those aged 75 784, and 25% (or 124 ,000) of those aged 85 and
over

2.9% (or 64,000) of people aged 65 z74 have head injury, stroke or acquired brain
injury , 3.9% (or 47,000) of those aged 75 784, and 7.4% (or 36,000) of those aged 85
and over (ABS 2019b).

Females aged 85 and over are more lik ely to have intellectual disability (19% or 57,000)
or psychosocial disability (27% or 82,000) than males (13% or 24,000 and 22% or 41,000
respectively) (ABS 2019b).

The age distribution of people with disability differs substantially by disability group
(Figure PREVALENCE.4):

)l

People with sensory or speech disability are most likely to be aged 65 and over;
this is in contrast to the Australian population as a whole where most people are
aged under 65.

The proportion of people aged under 25 is higher in people with intellectual
disability than in the total population.

Most people with physical disability are between ages 55 and 84
Most people with head injury, stroke or acquired brain injury are aged 45 and over

People with psychosocial disability are distributed more evenly across all age
groups than any other disability group.
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Figure PREVALENCE.4: Population distribution, by disability group, age group and sex, 2018

Select disability group
Sensory and speech

Age Sensory and speech

Select all people or with disability
All people

All people

85+

75-84

65-74

55-64

45-54

35-44

25-34

15-24

0-14

30 20 10 0|0 10 20 30130 20 10 0|0 10 20 30

Males Females

Per cent

Males Females

**Helative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unrelizble for general use.
*Relative standard error of 25-50% and should be used with caution.

'Head injury, stroke or acquired brain injury.

Source: BBS 20159b; see also Table PREVE.

Whether people with disability have severe or prof
sex and disability group (Figure PREVALENCE.5):

ound disability differs by age group,

1 Of all people with disability, those aged 25 764 are the least likely to have severe or
profound disability (23% or 411,000), while those aged under 25 are the most likely
(49% or 317,000).

1 Of people with intellectual or psychosocial disability, those aged 65 and over have
the highest likelihood of severe or profound disability; 82% of those with
intellectual disability and 80% of those with psychosocial disability in this
group have severe or profound disability.

age

1 Females with sensory disability (43% or 281,000), or intellectual disability (69% or
213,000) are more likely to have severe or profound disability than males (35% or
303,000 and 59% or 259,000 respectively).

1 People aged under 25 with disability are more likely (49% or 317,000) to have
severe or profound disability than those aged 25 764 (23% or 411,00) or 65 and
over (35% or 687,000) (ABS 2019b).
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