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External cause and other data elements reported for
separations
The information on the external cause reported in this chapter is compiled in the National
Hospital Morbidity Database with a range of other data. Figure 10.1 demonstrates this using
the example of the external cause V01–V99 Transport accidents. There were 61,013 separations
with this external cause, with an average length of stay of 5.1 days. Approximately 67.6% of
separations were for male patients in comparison with 46.5% in hospitals overall (Table 7.1).
The age group from 15 to 24 years reported the most separations (16,126, 26.4%), followed by
the 25 to 34 age group (11,629, 19.1%). Almost 90% of separations with this external cause
were in the public sector (54,648). A large proportion of patients had a separation mode of
Other, suggesting that these patients went home after separation from the hospital (49,817,
81.6%), while 14.1% of patients were discharged or transferred to another acute hospital. The
most common principal diagnosis associated with Transport accidents (V01–V99) was Fracture
of lower leg, including ankle (S82 5,303) and the most common additional diagnosis was
Problems related to lifestyle (Z72), which includes tobacco and alcohol use (6,150). All the top
10 principal diagnoses were injury diagnoses except Care involving use of rehabilitation
procedures (Z50, 2,387). The most common place of occurrence was Street and highway (Y92.4,
36,159).

Sector
There were 722,413 separations in 2001–02 with an external cause and these separations
accounted for 5,069,362 patient days (Table 10.1). This represented 11.3% of all separations
and 21.8% of all patient days. The majority of separations (553,304, 76.6%) and patient days
(3,812,426, 75.2%) were reported for the public sector. Overall, the average length of stay was
similar in the public sector (6.9 days) and the private sector (7.4 days).
The most frequently reported external cause group in both the public sector and the private
sector was Complications of medical and surgical care (Y40–Y84), with a total of 262,168
separations (4.1% of total separations).
The second most frequently reported type of external cause of injury and poisoning in both
sectors was Falls (W00–W19, 170,328). The next most frequently reported external cause
group in the public sector was Exposure to mechanical forces (W20–W64, 66,310) and in the
private sector Other external causes of accidental injury (X50–X59, 26,935).
Transport accidents (V01–V99) accounted for a further 9.9% of external cause separations from
public hospitals (54,648), but only 3.8% from private hospitals (6,365). Intentional self-harm
(X60–X84) and Assault (X85–Y09) accounted for 27,991 separations or 5.1%, and 24,586
separations or 4.4%, respectively, of external cause separations from public hospitals, but
less than 1.0% of external cause separations from private hospitals (1,537 and 861
respectively).
Average length of stay was highest for Other accidental threats to breathing (W75–W84) in both
the public sector (17.1 days) and the private sector (12.6 days).
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