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Th e geography of disability and economic disadvantage in Australian capital cities
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(a) Hume–Broadmeadows: highest percentage of people aged 
0–64 years with severe disability (3.9%)

(b) Melbourne—Southbank–Docklands: lowest percentage of 
people aged 0–64 years with severe disability (0.7%) 

a

b

Melbourne

Figure 4: Percentage of Melbourne residents aged 0–64 years with severe disability, by SLA of usual 
residence, 2006
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What does the map tell us?
2.1% of people aged 0–64 years living in Melbourne had severe  ▶
disability

ranging from 0.7% in Melbourne—Southbank–Docklands to  ▷
3.9% in Hume–Broadmeadows.

People living in the most disadvantaged quintile of Melbourne were  ▶
twice as likely to have severe disability (2.8%) as those living in the 
most advantaged quintile (1.4%).

The social gradient of disability in Melbourne is strong (Spearman’s  ▶
rank order correlation coefficient = –0.698).

Per cent

relatively morerelatively fewer

Economic resources

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

Figure 5: Percentage of Melbourne residents aged 0–64 years 
with severe disability, by quintile of disadvantage of SLA of usual 
residence, 2006

Source: Table A1.


