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Preface

This report presents the findings of the health care usage and costs study. The study
was commissioned by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA), and compares
health care use and expenditure for veterans and war widows and widowers who
are Gold Card holders, with that of the remainder of the community. It also looks at
factors driving growth in expenditures for both groups in the period 1997-98 to
1999-00.

The study focuses on the major components of the DVA’s health expenditure. These
are local medical officer services (equivalent to Medicare GP services),
pharmaceuticals, and private and public hospital services. A range of data sets,
which measure utilisation and expenditure for each of these components for both
veterans and the rest of the community, are analysed.
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