Cancer screening programs: quarterly data
Web report | Last updated: 26 Oct 2022 | Topic: Cancer screening |

Citation
AIHW
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2022) Cancer screening programs: quarterly data, AIHW, Australian Government, accessed 16
November 2022.

Last updated 6/10/2022 v1.0
© Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2022

About
Cancer screening programs aim to reduce illness and death from selected cancers. This report presents the latest information on
participation in Australia’s national bowel cancer, breast cancer, and cervical screening programs. It includes quarterly national activity data
on the number of bowel and cervical screening tests and breast screening mammograms. All 3 programs have their activity data
disaggregated by state and territory. Screening participation rates are presented for Australia, the states and territories, Primary Health
Network areas, and smaller local areas across Australia.
Cat. no: CAN 114

Findings from this report:
235,000 screening mammograms were performed in women aged 50–74 in the June quarter 2022
In the June quarter 2022 876,000 bowel cancer screening invites were sent and 268,000 kits were returned for analysis
101,000 cervical screening tests were performed in the June quarter 2022
43.8% of people aged 50–74 who were invited in 2019–2020 participated in bowel cancer screening
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Summary
Data updates
This report presents the latest available activity and participation data for the 3 cancer screening programs:
Activity data are presented to June 2022 by state and territory for all 3 screening programs: breast, cervical and bowel cancer
screening. Activity data are updated quarterly and were last updated on this page in October 2022.
Participation data are updated in this release to 2019–2020 using final data for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program.

What are Australia’s cancer screening programs?
Cancer is one of the leading causes of illness and death in Australia. Some cancers can be detected through screening, which allows for
early detection, intervention, and treatment.
Australia has 3 national cancer screening programs:
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP)
BreastScreen Australia
National Cervical Screening Program (NCSP).
These programs offer a screening test to people in defined target groups to test for signs of cancer or pre-cancerous conditions.

How do we measure the use of cancer screening programs?
Two key measures of the use of cancer screening programs in this report are activity and participation.

Activity
Activity data are counts of events, such as the number of screening tests conducted.
Activity data show the volume of work undertaken by the cancer screening programs.
Activity data can be made available quickly, which means recent trends can be identified. Knowing how many tests are conducted helps
services and policy makers understand demand and plan for the future.
Activity data count events rather than people. A person may be counted more than once if they complete more than one screening test
during the time period.

Participation
Participation is the proportion of eligible or invited people who completed a screening test.
Participation data help us to know the extent to which target groups are being reached, and can inform strategies to improve screening
rates among these groups of people.
Participation is usually measured over a longer period of time than activity data (2 years or 5 years, in line with the recommended
screening interval for each program), so the results take more time to become available.
Each person is counted only once for each program.
In this report, all rates reported are crude or age-specific rates (including national rates for a single period), unless otherwise stated
(for more details on the use of different types of rates, including the use of age-standardised rates, please refer to the rates section of
the Technical notes).
High rates of participation produce the greatest population benefits in terms of reducing illness and death from these cancers (see the
AIHW report Analysis of cancer outcomes and screening behaviour for national cancer screening programs in Australia).

Activity: latest results
Bowel cancer screening (NBCSP):
876,000 invitations to participate were sent from the NBCSP in the June quarter 2022.
268,000 bowel screening kits were returned in the June quarter 2022.

BreastScreen Australia:
235,000 screening mammograms were performed in the June quarter 2022 for women aged 50–74.

The June quarter 2020 had the lowest number of screening mammograms performed compared to quarters in all other years.

Cervical screening (NCSP):
101,000 cervical screening tests were performed in the June quarter 2022.

Participation: latest results
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP):
Based on 2019–2020 final data:
Almost 2.5 million of the 5.7 million people aged 50–74 who were invited to screen participated.
This was a participation rate of 43.8%.
Participation was higher among women (45.7%) than men (41.9%).

BreastScreen Australia:
Based on 2020–2021 preliminary data:
Almost 1.7 million women aged 50–74 participated.
This was a participation rate of 48%.

National Cervical Screening Program (NCSP):
Based on 2018–2021 interim data:
4.2 million people aged 25–74 had a cervical screening test.
This was a participation rate of 62%. This is an estimate of program participation, as only 4 years of data are available.
Participation in the renewed 5-year program cannot be accurately reported until there are 5 years of data available (2018–2022).

What is included in this report?
This report includes the latest available activity and participation data for the 3 cancer screening programs, as outlined below. Data in this
report are updated quarterly.

Activity data:
Activity data up to and including the June quarter 2022 for all 3 screening programs: breast, cervical, and bowel cancer screening
activity.

Participation data:
Participation data for bowel cancer screening were updated in this release with final data for 2019-2020.
Breast cancer screening preliminary participation data by age group and state and territory for 2020–2021 (see ‘Data updates’ box for
details). Participation by Primary Health Network and Statistical Area Level 3 were updated for 2019–2020 in the May 2022 release and
were revised for Queensland in the July 2022 release.
Cervical screening interim participation data by state and territory and age group for 2018–2021 were updated in the July 2022 release.
Participation by Primary Health Network and Statistical Area level 3 were updated for 2018–2020 in the May 2022 release (see ‘Data
updates’ box for details).

Data updates
Data in this report are sourced from live databases, which are updated over time, with later data supply likely to have a greater level of
completeness. Data in this report may differ from other AIHW cancer screening reports, which are sourced at a different time.
Activity data for cervical, bowel cancer, and breast cancer screening are updated each quarter.
Preliminary participation data for cervical, breast, and bowel cancer screening are published ahead of the respective AIHW annual
monitoring report for each program to give key stakeholders and policy-makers early access to these important data. As more recent
data are used to update participation when the respective AIHW annual monitoring reports are released, preliminary participation data
are subject to change.
In this report, screening activity data are presented by month and quarter for the target ages in each of the 3 screening programs. Activity
data for BreastScreen Australia are reported for additional age groups. Each quarter covers 3 months of the year and is identified with
reference to the last month in the quarter (for example, the December quarter comprises October, November, and December).
Participation by geography is also presented. Participation by Primary Health Network and Statistical Area Level 3 were updated for the
bowel screening program in the July 2022 release to provide preliminary participation rates for 2019–2020 and are now updated with the
final participation rates in this release. This update also includes participation rates for SA3s that were previously unable to be reported at
the national level (for more details on the methods of assigning geography, please refer to the Assigning geography and
Correspondences sections of the Technical notes). For the cervical and breast screening programs, participation by geography was updated

in May 2022, with an update made in July 2022 for Queensland participation rates by SA3 for 2019–2020 to expand their geographical
coverage. Exploring the results across different geographical areas can help to identify where resources are needed to improve equity,
accessibility, and participation in cancer screening programs.

Performance measures of cancer screening programs
Participation is one of many indicators used to evaluate the performance of Australia’s national cancer screening programs against their
aims.
The full set of performance indicators are reported in each program’s annual monitoring reports, available from the AIHW’s cancer
screening reports page.
The activity data presented in this report complement performance indicator reporting.
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National Bowel Cancer Screening Program
What is the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program?
The National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP) aims to reduce morbidity and mortality from bowel cancer by screening the
eligible target population for early detection or prevention of the disease.
Eligible Australians (those aged 50–74) are sent a free screening kit (immunochemical faecal occult blood test or iFOBT) and are invited
to screen every 2 years.
To participate, people complete the screening test, and post it to the pathology laboratory for analysis.
This program began in 2006, offering screening to people aged 55 and 65, and was subsequently expanded to include other ages. In
2014, the Australian Government announced that the program would be expanded to offer free 2-yearly screening for all Australians
aged 50–74. The expansion was completed in 2020.
For the latest monitoring report for the NBCSP that includes data from the National Cancer Screening Register, see the AIHW report
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program monitoring report 2022.
Explore the latest activity and participation data on the following pages:

Activity
The number of bowel cancer screening
invitations sent out during a given
period, and the number of completed
test kits returned for analysis.
876,000 invitations were sent out and
268,000 completed bowel cancer
screening kits were returned in the
June quarter 2022

Participation
The proportion of those invited who
returned a completed screening test
during the specified period.
43.8% of people aged 50–74 who were
invited, participated in bowel cancer
screening by returning a completed test
kit in 2019–2020
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National Bowel Cancer Screening Program
Bowel cancer screening activity
Activity data provides insight into the volume of work carried out by screening programs, along with recent trends and seasonal variation.
Note that activity data are counts of events rather than people.
For the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP), activity data are available on:
the number of invitations sent out during a given period, and
the number of completed screening test kits returned for analysis.
Explore the latest data in the visualisation below.

Bowel screening invitations sent
In the June quarter 2022:
876,000 invitations to participate in the screening program were sent to eligible people aged 50–74.
The number of invitations sent to women (457,000) was higher than for men (419,000).

Bowel screening kits returned
In the June quarter 2022:
268,000 completed screening kits were returned for analysis.
51% of kits returned were for women.
The number of completed kits returned was higher than in the March quarter 2022 (193,000).

Seasonal variation in bowel cancer screening activity
Between the March quarter 2014 and the June quarter 2022, the number of invitations fluctuated across time, from a low of 225,000 in the
December quarter 2014 to a peak of 1.3 million invitations in the June quarter 2020. With few exceptions (primarily prior to 2016),
invitations were generally lowest in March and December quarters, and usually peaked in June quarters before beginning to fall in
September quarters. For instance, 2021 reflects this pattern with 693,000 invitations sent in the March quarter, peaking in the June quarter
with 1.2 million invitations before dropping to 880,000 in the September quarter and 580,000 in the December quarter. Thus far in 2022, this
pattern appears to continue with 496,000 in the March quarter, climbing to 876,000 in the June quarter.
This pattern may arise due to the NBCSP Hot-Zone policy, wherein invitations to certain locations (where average monthly temperatures are
greater than 30° degrees Celsius) are scheduled for sending during cooler times of the year to avoid potential spoilage of completed kits
due to temperature (Health 2017).
Over 2021, the number of kits returned fluctuated between 243,000 (March quarter 2021) and 420,000 (September quarter) but dropped in
both the March (193,000) and June quarters (268,000) 2022.
The increased number of NBCSP invitations sent and kits returned since the March quarter 2014 reflects the staged roll-out of the NBCSP.
Over subsequent years, additional age groups were invited to screen, and the program was fully rolled out (with all age groups included) in
2020. See the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program age groups invited by year section of the Technical notes for more information.
For more information about the impact of COVID-19 on Australia’s cancer screening programs in 2020, see the AIHW report Cancer screening
and COVID-19 in Australia.

Figure 1: National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data, by sex, March quarter 2014 to June quarter 2022
This data visualisation shows monthly national activity data for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program from January 2014 to June
2022. The column graph shows the number of screening tests by year and can be filtered by measure (invitations made and kits returned),
year, quarter, month, sex (males/females and persons) and state and territory. The second tab shows the activity data in table form, and can
be filtered by measure, year, quarter, and month.
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National Bowel Cancer Screening Program
Bowel cancer screening participation
Participation data helps us to know the extent to which target groups are being reached and are usually measured over a longer period than
activity data.
For the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP), participation refers to the proportion of people invited who returned a
completed a screening test during a specified period.
Participation in the NBCSP is measured over 2 calendar years to align with the 2-year recommended screening interval. Participation rates
are calculated using an additional 6 months of data after the end of the 2-year invitation period, to allow time for all invitees to complete
and return their screening kit.

Updates to bowel cancer screening participation data
Bowel cancer screening participation data in this report are sourced from a live database, which is updated over time, with later data
supplies likely to have a greater level of completeness. Data in this report may differ from other AIHW cancer screening reports, which
are sourced at a different time.
Preliminary participation data for bowel cancer screening are published ahead of the AIHW annual monitoring report to give key
stakeholders and policy-makers early access to these important data. As more recent data are used to update participation when the
AIHW annual monitoring report is released, preliminary participation data are subject to change. Data in this section are presented to
one decimal place in this release.
Final participation data for 2019–2020 for the bowel cancer screening program are updated in this release.
Explore the latest data in the visualisations below.

Participation in bowel cancer screening
In 2019–2020:
5.7 million people aged 50–74 were invited to participate in the NBCSP.
2.5 million people returned a completed bowel screening test.
The national rate was 43.8%.

Participation by sex and age
In 2019–2020:
Women had a higher participation rate than men (45.7% compared with 41.9%).
Those aged 70–74 years had the highest participation rate (56.4%).

Participation by state/territory
In 2019-2020:
South Australia had the highest bowel screening participation rates for people aged 50–74 (48.4%).

Trends in participation
The national participation rate has increased from 38.9% of invited people aged 50–74 in 2014–2015 to 43.8% in 2019–2020. It should be noted
that since 2015 the program has widened its target ages, transitioning from 5-yearly screening to 2-yearly screening (completed in 2020),
resulting in an increase in the number of eligible invitees over this time (see the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program age groups
invited by year section of the Technical notes for details).

Figure 1: National Bowel Cancer Screening Program, participation by sex, age group and state and territory
This data visualisation shows participation data for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program from 2014–2015 to 2019–2020. The bar
graph shows participation by age group and can be filtered by state/territory, sex (males/females and persons), and year. The line graph
found on the second tab shows trend data by type of measure (number of invitees, number of participants, and participation rate),
state/territory, sex, and age group. A third tab shows the participation data in a table form and can be filtered by measure and state and
territory.

Geographical variation in bowel cancer screening participation
Participation by Primary Health Network
Primary Health Network (PHN) areas are 31 areas covering Australia, as defined by the Department of Health.
In 2019–2020 data shows:
Gippsland had the highest participation rate among PHN areas (50.7%).
The Northern Territory had the lowest participation rate (26.2%).

Figure 2: National Bowel Cancer Screening Program participation rates for persons aged 50–74 by PHN
This data visualisation shows participation data for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program, by Primary Health Network. The map can
be filtered by state/territory and year and uses shaded areas of colour to show participation rates. The bar graph on the second tab can be
filtered by year and shows the participation rate of each Primary Health Network for the selected period. A third tab shows the participation
data by Primary Health Network in table form and can be filtered by measure (number of invitees, number of participants, and participation
rate) and state and territory.

Participation by Statistical Area Level 3
Statistical Areas Level 3 (SA3s) consist of 333 geographical areas covering Australia, defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.
In 2019–2020 data shows:
Surf Coast – Belarine Peninsula had the highest participation rate among SA3s (56.6%).
East Arnham had the lowest participation rate (11.7%).

Figure 3: National Bowel Cancer Screening Program participation rates for persons aged 50–74 by SA3
This data visualisation shows participation data for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program, by Statistical Area Level 3. The map can
be filtered by state/territory and year and uses shaded areas of colour to show participation rates. The bar graph on the second tab can be
filtered by state/territory and year and shows the participation rate of each Statistical Area Level 3 for the selected period. A third tab
shows the participation data by Statistical Area Level 3 in a table form and can be filtered by measure (number of invitees, number of
participants, and participation rate), state and territory, and year.
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BreastScreen Australia
What is BreastScreen Australia?
BreastScreen Australia aims to reduce illness and death from breast cancer using screening mammography for early detection of
unsuspected breast cancer in women.
Early detection provides an opportunity for early treatment, which can reduce illness and death.
Australian women aged 40 and over are eligible for free mammograms with BreastScreen Australia every 2 years, with women aged 50–74
actively targeted to participate in the program.
This program began in 1991, targeting women aged 50–69. From 1 July 2013, women aged 70–74 were added to the target group. This
change was phased in over several years, and fully implemented by 2016–17.
For the latest monitoring report for BreastScreen Australia that includes BreastScreen data, see the AIHW report BreastScreen Australia
monitoring report 2022.

Explore the latest activity and participation data on the following pages:

Activity
The number of screening mammograms
performed through BreastScreen
Australia during a given period.
235,000 screening mammograms were
performed through BreastScreen
Australia in the June quarter 2022 for
women aged 50–74

Participation
The proportion of women aged 50–74
who screened in a 2-year period.

48% of women aged 50–74 participated
in BreastScreen Australia by having a
screening mammogram in 2020–2021
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BreastScreen Australia
Breast cancer screening activity
Activity data are counts of events not people and provide insight into the volume of work carried out by screening programs along with
recent trends and seasonal variation.
For BreastScreen Australia, activity data are available on the number of screening mammograms performed within a specified time period.

Screening mammograms performed
In the June quarter 2022, 235,000 screening mammograms were performed for women aged 50–74 compared to 233,000 performed in the
March quarter 2022.

Trends in breast cancer screening activity
BreastScreen Australia program activity among women aged 50–74 increased from 862,000 screening mammograms performed in 2014 (first
full year of available data) to 976,000 screening mammograms performed in 2019 but fell to 839,000 screening mammograms performed in
2020 and increased to 924,000 in 2021.
June quarters over the years consistently had the highest number of screening mammograms performed within their respective calendar
years.

Impact of COVID-19 on breast cancer screening
As a result of COVID-19 restrictions, BreastScreen Australia services were temporarily suspended from late March to late April/ early May
2020, directly impacting BreastScreen Australia activity.
This is most evident immediately following the March introduction of restrictions, with only 1,110 screening mammograms performed for
women aged 50–74 in April 2020 compared to the typical average of around 70,000 screening mammograms performed in April across all
other years.
From May 2020, the number of screening mammograms (38,000) slowly started to recover, rising back to a quasi-normal level in June 2020
(70,000). Overall, the June quarter 2020 had the lowest number of screening mammograms performed in 2020 for women aged 50–74
(109,600) compared to quarters in all other calendar years. Following the June quarter 2020, screening mammograms performed for each
quarter reached relative normalcy in the last 2 quarters of 2020 when compared with the same quarters across other years.
The number of screening mammograms in the first half of 2021 (approximately 560,000) are similar to those pre-COVID in 2019 and, most
recently, in 2022. In contrast, the number of screening mammograms in the latter half of 2021 (approximately 480,000) are lower than this
period through both 2019 and 2020 (both approximately 560,000). It is unclear whether ongoing restrictions and/or concern over COVID-19
or seasonal factors, such as regional flooding etc, or their combination is responsible for the relative drop in monthly screening tests
observed in 2021.
For more information about the impact of COVID-19 on Australia’s cancer screening programs in 2020, see the AIHW report Cancer screening
and COVID-19 in Australia.
Explore the latest data in the visualisations below.

Figure 1: BreastScreen Australia activity data, March quarter 2014 to June quarter 2022
This data visualisation shows monthly national activity data for BreastScreen Australia from March 2014 to June 2022. The column graph
shows the number of mammograms returned by year and can be filtered by year, quarter, month, state/territory, and age. The second tab
shows the activity data in table form, and can be filtered by measure, year, quarter, month, age, and state and territory.
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BreastScreen Australia
Breast cancer screening participation
Participation data help us to know the extent to which target groups are being reached and are usually measured over a longer period than
activity data.
Participation in BreastScreen Australia refers to the proportion of women aged 50–74 who are screened in a 2-year period. Participation in
BreastScreen Australia is measured over 2 calendar years to align with the recommended screening interval.

Participation in BreastScreen Australia
In 2020–2021 preliminary findings:
Almost 1.7 million women aged 50–74 participated in BreastScreen Australia.
The participation rate was 48% of women aged 50–74.

Participation by age
In 2020–2021, women aged 65–69 had the highest participation rate (51%).

Participation by state/territory
In 2020–2021 preliminary findings:
The participation rate among women aged 50–74 was highest in Tasmania (58%).
After adjusting for difference in population age structure across the states and territories, the participation rate in Tasmania was 10%
higher than the national participation rate (57% and 47%, respectively).

Trends in participation
The number of women aged 50–74 who participated in BreastScreen Australia rose from 1.7 million in 2014–2015 to almost 1.9 million in 2018–
2019. This rise was expected and is explained by the full implementation of the changes in the target age group from 50–69 to 50–74 that
occurred in 2017. In 2019–2020 the number of participating women fell slightly to almost 1.8 million and continued to fall in 2020–2021 to 1.7
million—a 9% drop in numbers since 2018–2019 which is likely due to restrictions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.
The national age-standardised participation rate among women aged 50–74 remained around 54–55% between 2017–2018 and 2018–2019 (54%
age-standardised rate in 2018–2019) but fell to 47% in 2020–2021—a 13% fall in the participation rate compared with 2018–2019.

Figure 1: BreastScreen Australia participation, by state and territory and age group
This data visualisation shows participation data for BreastScreen Australia from 2014–2015 to 2020–2021. The bar graph in the first tab shows
participation by age group and can be filtered by state/territory and year. The second tab shows state/territory comparison of the overall
participation rates (crude and age-standardised). The line graph on the third tab shows trend data by type of measure (number of
participants, eligible population, and participation rate), state and territory, and age group. A fourth tab shows the participation data in
table form and can be filtered by measure, state and territory, and age group.

Geographical variation in breast cancer screening participation
Participation rates in this section are based on the usual residence of the program participants.

Participation by Primary Health Network
Primary Health Network (PHN) areas are 31 areas covering Australia, as defined by the Department of Health.
In 2019–2020:
Northern Queensland had the highest participation rate among PHN areas (60%).
Northern Territory had the lowest participation rate (36%).

Figure 2: BreastScreen participation rates for women aged 50–74 by PHN
This data visualisation shows participation data for BreastScreen Australia, by Primary Health Network. The map can be filtered by
state/territory and year and uses shaded areas of colour to show participation rates. The bar graph on the second tab can be filtered by age
group and year and shows the participation rate of each Primary Health Network for the selected period. A third tab shows the participation
data by Primary Health Network in a table form and can be filtered by measure (number of participants, eligible population and
participation rate), state/territory and age group.

Participation by Statistical Area Level 3
Statistical Areas Level 3 (SA3s) consist of 333 geographical areas covering Australia, defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.
In 2019–2020:
Charters-Towers-Ayr-Ingram (Queensland) had the highest participation rate among SA3s (67%).
Katherine (Northern Territory) had the lowest participation rate (20%).

Figure 3: BreastScreen participation rates for women aged 50–74 by SA3
This data visualisation shows participation data for BreastScreen Australia, by Statistical Area Level 3. The map can be filtered by
state/territory and year and uses shaded areas of colour to show participation rates. The bar graph on the second tab can be filtered by
state/territory, age group, and year, and shows the participation rate of each Statistical Area Level 3 for the selected period. A third tab
shows the participation data by Statistical Area Level 3 in table form and can be filtered by measure (number of participants, eligible
population, and participation rate), state and territory and year.
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National Cervical Screening Program
What is the National Cervical Screening Program?
The National Cervical Screening Program (NCSP) aims to reduce cervical cancer cases, illness and deaths in Australia.
The NCSP began in 1991 and originally targeted people aged 20–69 for a 2-yearly Papanicolaou (Pap) smear, or ‘Pap test’ to detect
precancerous abnormalities of the cervix.
From 1 December 2017, the NCSP changed to 5-yearly cervical screening for people aged 25–74, using a primary human papillomavirus
(HPV) test with partial HPV genotyping and reflex liquid-based cytology triage (cervical screening test).
Data in this report are for people aged 25–74 screened under the renewed screening program.
For the latest monitoring report for the NCSP that includes data from the National Cancer Screening Register, see the AIHW report
National Cervical Screening Program monitoring report 2021.
Explore the latest activity and participation data on the following pages:

Activity
The number of Cervical Screening Tests
performed within the specified time
period.
101,000 cervical screening tests were
performed for people aged 25–74 in the
June quarter 2022

Participation
The proportion of people aged 25–74
who screened in a 5-year period.
62% of eligible people aged 25–74
participated in cervical screening in
2018–2021 (4-year interim participation
rate)
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National Cervical Screening Program
Cervical screening activity
Cervical screening activity data
Activity data provides insight into the volume of work carried out by screening programs, along with recent trends and seasonal variation.
Activity data can be collected and published quickly.
For the National Cervical Screening Program (NCSP), activity data are available on the number of screening tests performed within a
specified time period.
Explore the latest data in the visualisation below.

Screening tests performed
In the June quarter 2022, 101,000 cervical screening tests were performed for people aged 25–74.
The number of Cervical Screening Tests performed in 2020, 2021 and 2022 was expected to be lower than the number performed in 2018 and
2019, irrespective of the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent restrictions. This is largely due to the program changing from 2-yearly Pap
tests to 5-yearly Cervical Screening Tests from December 2017. Most people who had screened under the previous program were due for
their first HPV test 2 years after their last Pap test (during the years 2018 and 2019). Screening tests in 2020, 2021 and 2022 are mainly
comprised of people overdue for their first HPV test, as well as people who are newly eligible for cervical screening – mostly due to them
turning 25.
The impact of COVID-19 on the NCSP cannot be quantified without further years of data. For more information about the impact of COVID19 on Australia’s cancer screening programs in 2020, see the AIHW report Cancer screening and COVID-19 in Australia.

Figure 1: Cervical Screening Australia activity data, March quarter 2018 to June quarter 2022
This data visualisation shows monthly national activity data for the National Cervical Screening Program, from January 2018 to June 2022.
The column graph shows the number of screening tests by year and can be filtered by year, quarter, and month. The second tab shows the
activity data in table form and can be filtered by year, quarter, month and state and territory.
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National Cervical Screening Program
Cervical screening participation
Participation data helps us to know the extent to which target groups are being reached and are usually measured over a longer period than
activity data.
Participation in the National Cervical Screening Program (NCSP)refers to the proportion of people aged 25–74 who screened in a 5-year
period.
From 1 December 2017, the NCSP changed to 5-yearly cervical screening, for those aged 25–74. Participation is therefore measured over 5
calendar years to align with the recommended screening interval.
Participation in the new 5-year program cannot be properly reported until there are 5 years of data available. In the interim, preliminary
estimates have been calculated. The latest of these is a 4-year estimate of participation for 2018–2021.
Explore the latest data in the visualisations below.

Participation in cervical screening
In 2018–2021:
4.2 million people aged 25–74 had a cervical screening test.
This was an interim estimated 4-year participation rate of 62%.

Participation by age
In 2018–2021:
People aged 45–49 had the highest estimated participation rate (67%).
People aged 70–74 had the lowest estimated participation rate (31%).
Note that lower participation rates are expected among people aged 70–74 as they have re-entered the target age group under the renewed
NCSP after having left the previous program after age 69.

Participation by state/territory
In 2018–2021:
The estimated participation rate among people aged 25–74 was the highest in the Australian Capital Territory (67%).
After adjusting for difference in population age structure across the states and territories, the estimated participation rate in the
Australian Capital Territory was 7% higher than the national participation rate (67% and 63% respectively).

Figure 1: National Cervical Screening Program participation, by age group, and state and territory
This data visualisation shows participation data for the National Cervical Screening Program for 2018 and 2018–2021. The bar graph shows
participation by age group and can be filtered by state/territory and year. A second tab second shows participation rate for Australia and
the States and Territories for people aged 25–74 filtered by rate type: crude or age-standardised rate. A third tab shows the participation
data in a table form and can be filtered by measure and state and territory.

Geographical variation in cervical screening participation
Participation by Primary Health Network
Primary Health Network (PHN) areas are 31 areas covering Australia, as defined by the Department of Health.
In 2018–2020:
Northern Sydney (New South Wales) had the highest estimated participation rate among PHN areas (61%).
Murrumbidgee (New South Wales) had the lowest estimated participation rate (48%).

Figure 2: National Cervical Screening Program participation rates for people aged 25–74 by PHN
This data visualisation shows participation data for the National Cervical Screening Program, by Primary Health Network. The map can be
filtered by state/territory and year, . It uses shaded areas of colour to show participation rates. The bar graph on the second tab can be
filtered by age group and year and shows the participation rate of each Primary Health Network for the selected period. The third tab shows
the participation data by Primary Health Network in table form and can be filtered by measure (number of participants, eligible population,
and participation rate), state/territory, and age group.

Participation by Statistical Area Level 3
Statistical Areas Level 3 (SA3s) consist of 333 geographical areas covering Australia, defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.
In 2018–2020:
Barwon – West (Victoria) had the highest participation rate among SA3 areas (71%).
East Pilbara (Western Australia) had the lowest participation rate (40%).

Figure 3: National Cervical Screening Program participation rates for people aged 25–74 by SA3
This data visualisation shows participation data for the National Cervical Screening Program by Statistical Area Level 3. The map can be
filtered by state/territory, year, and age group, and uses shaded areas of colour to show participation rates. The bar graph on the second
tab can be filtered by state/territory, age group, and year and shows the participation rate of each Statistical Area Level 3 for the selected
period. The third tab shows the participation data by Statistical Area Level 3 in table form and can be filtered by measure (number of
participants, eligible population, and participation rate), state/territory, and age group.
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Using the data - FAQs
Using the data – frequently asked questions
How do I download data from visualisations?
How do I print the pages?
How do I interact with the graphs and maps?
Where does the information come from?
I want to do my own data analysis, where can I get more data?
Where can I get help?
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Technical notes
Activity data
Participation data
Methods
References
Abbreviations & symbols
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Notes
Amendments
October 2022 data updates
The ABS 2016 reference pertaining to the Australian Statistical Geographic Standards (ASGS) was erroneously named the same as the 2011
edition (though correctly linked to the 2016 edition). It was important to change this for clarity relating to correspondence data.
The downloadable excel tables required re-uploading as the current version was a historical, less polished version that had minor naming
and/or grammatical errors in some table names and footnotes. Please note that all data was correct.
The downloadable zip file for the Activity data required re-uploading as the current version was a historical, less polished version. The zip
file was incorrectly named and the data was incorrectly sorted, though all data values were correct.

Participation
Updated to include National Bowel Screening Program participation data by state and territory, PHN, and SA3 and age group for the 2019–
2020 period with final data. From 2019-2020 period onward method of geographical assignment now changed with SA2 areas directly
available within data and PHN and SA3 areas assigned via SA2 correspondence rather than postcode.

Activity
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data for the June quarter 2022 added with state and territory disaggregates.
BreastScreen Australia activity data for the June quarter 2022 added with state and territory disaggregates.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program activity data from the March quarter 2018 onwards and activity data for the June quarter 2022
added.

July 2022 data updates
Participation
Updated to include National Bowel Screening Program participation data by state and territory, PHN and SA3 and age group for the 2019–
2020 period with the preliminary data.
Updated to include BreastScreen Australia preliminary participation data by state and territory and age group for the 2020–2021 period.
Participation by SA3 in 2019–2020 was updated for Queensland.
Updated to include National Cervical Screening Program preliminary participation data by state and territory and age group for the 2018–
2021 period (interim estimates).

Activity
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data for the March quarter 2022 added and for the first time, disaggregated by state and
territory.
BreastScreen Australia activity data from March quarter 2021 to March 2022 were added with state and territory disaggregates.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program activity data from the March quarter 2018 onwards and activity data for the March quarter
2022 added and for the first time, were disaggregated by state and territory.

May 2022 data updates
Participation
Updated BreastScreen Australia participation data by state and territory, PHN and SA3 and age group for the 2019–2020 period.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program participation data by state or territory, PHN and SA3 and age group for 2018–2020.

Activity
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data for the December quarter 2021 added.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program activity data from the March quarter 2018 onwards and activity data for the December quarter
2021 added.
BreastScreen Australia activity data from March quarter 2014 to December 2020 were added for the first time.

December 2021 data updates

Participation
Updated to include BreastScreen Australia participation data by state and territory and age group for the 2019–2020 period.
Updated to include National Cervical Screening Program participation data by state and territory and age group for the 2018–2020 period.

Activity
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data for the December quarter 2021 added.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program activity data from the March quarter 2018 onwards and activity data for the December quarter
2021 added.
BreastScreen Australia activity data from March quarter 2014 to December quarter 2020 added for the first time.

October 2021 data updates
Participation
Updated BreastScreen Australia participation data for the 2018–2019 period.
For the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program participation data for 2016–2017 and 2017–2018 by SA3 some suppression applied to in the
June 2021 release has been reverted as these data were derived using a different correspondence method and not affected by the same
quality concerns as other SA3 data.

Activity
Updated National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data for the March quarter 2021, and activity data for the June quarter 2021
added.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program activity data from the March quarter 2018 onwards and activity data for the June quarter 2021
added.

July 2021 data updates
A correction was made to participation data for the NBCSP. This affects only PHN and SA3 data for the 2018-2019 period.

June 2021 data updates
Participation
Updated National Bowel Cancer Screening Program participation data for the 2018–2019 period from the NCSR as at 23 February 2021. Bowel
screening participation rates for 2018–2019 are presented to 1 decimal place in this release (previously rounded to the nearest whole
number in text).
Participation data by SA3 for all three screening programs from 2016 onwards has been updated to exclude some areas due to reliability
concerns from low numbers in these regions and/or due to the correspondence being poor for these SA3s (as determined by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics).

Activity
Added National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data for the March quarter 2021.
Updated National Cervical Screening Program activity data from the March quarter 2018 onwards and added activity data for the March
quarter 2021.

April 2021 data updates
Participation
No updates.

Activity
Corrections to National Bowel Cancer Screening Program activity data previously released in December 2020. Updated to include activity
data to December 2020 (September and December quarters 2020) for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program and National Cervical
Screening Program.

December 2020 data updates
Participation
Updated to include 2018–2019 data for BreastScreen Australia data, National Bowel Cancer Screening Program and National Cervical
Screening Program.

Activity
Updated to include activity data to June 2020 for the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program and National Cervical Screening Program.

Data quality statement

For more information about the data sources, see the Data Quality Statements on the following pages:
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program screening data 2018–2020 - external site opens in new window : after
BreastScreen Australia data 2019–2020 - external site opens in new window : after
National Cervical Screening Program screening data 2019–2020 - external site opens in new window : after
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Data
Data tables: Cancer screening quarterly data
Data
This workbook includes updated activity and participation data for the 3 screening program: bowel, cervical and breast cancer. These
statistics are presented by sex, age group, state and territory, Primary Health Network , Statistical level 3 and Statistical Level 2 (bowel
participation only).
Download Data tables: Cancer screening quarterly data. Format: XLSX 1.9Mb XLSX 1.9Mb

CSV file: National Cancer Screening Programs participation
Data
This zipped folder contains 3 files; a CSV machine readable data file containing participation data for the 3 screening programs (bowel,
breast and cervical), a text Read Me file explaining the CSV file, and an accompanying metadata file in XLSX format.
Download CSV file: National Cancer Screening Programs participation . Format: ZIP 1.8Mb ZIP 1.8Mb

CSV file: National Cancer Screening Programs activity
Data
This zipped folder contains 3 files; a CSV machine readable data file containing the latest activity data for the 3 screening programs (bowel,
breast and cervical), a text Read Me file explaining the CSV file, and an accompanying metadata file in XLSX format.
Download CSV file: National Cancer Screening Programs activity. Format: ZIP 105Kb ZIP 105Kb
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