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AIHW Ethics Committee: Guidance for applicants regarding community expectations
The requirement
The functions of the AIHW Ethics Committee include the consideration of ethical matters relating to Institute activities or Institute-assisted activities. This includes ensuring that proposed projects meet legislative privacy requirements and community privacy expectations. 
The AIHW Ethics Committee refers to the Office of the Australian Privacy Commissioner’s (OAIC’s) Guide to Undertaking Privacy Impact Assessments (2020) when considering proposed projects.
[bookmark: _Hlk189051537]Consideration of community expectations
In Section 2 of the Ethics Online System (EthOS) project application form, researchers are required to address the following question: 
	2.17    Describe how consideration of community expectations has been reflected in the development of this proposal.



Community expectations should be considered in the context of the data to be used and the perceived benefits of the research. 
Your response to question 2.17 should demonstrate respect for community expectations towards privacy in relation to your project, outlining:
a) the community/communities of interest and/or stakeholders you have identified that will be interested in or affected by the project
b) how you have ascertained their expectations; and
c) a summary of outcomes.
Where relevant, please provide reasons why consultation was not undertaken.

a) Community/communities of interest and key stakeholders
This part of your response should describe who you have identified that will be interested in or affected by your proposed project and/or relevant groups that represent, advocate for and advise on their interests. Examples may include, but are not limited to:
· Specific populations
· Community representatives
· Advocacy groups
· Working groups
· Focus groups
· Expert groups
· Advisory panels
· [bookmark: _Hlk201668055]The original cohort (applicable only to research applications involving follow-up of an original cohort or a re-use of the original cohort for a new research question). 

b) Methods of ascertaining community expectations
This part of your response should describe how you have ascertained the expectations of the community/communities or stakeholders you have identified at part a. Examples may include, but are not limited to:
· Consultation/engagement to identify concerns and priorities. 
· Collaboration on shaping research goals and methodologies, defining acceptable uses of linked data, and addressing community interests in research outcomes, e.g. broad public consultation. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk194499005]Consideration of public polls, such as the regular OAIC Australian Attitudes to Privacy Survey.  
· Consideration of any engagement with/expectations of, the original cohort (applicable only to research applications involving follow-up of an original cohort or a re-use of the original cohort for a new research question).
· Reference to existing literature reviews demonstrate previous work in the subject area that highlights the merit of the research. 
· Reference to established feedback mechanisms for the community to express concerns or ask questions about the project. 
· Project is related to a Government initiative or directive, e.g. a response to a Royal Commission. 

c) Summary of outcomes
This part of your response should describe how the community expectations you have identified have been reflected in your project. Examples may include, but are not limited to:
· Clear communication of the purpose, risks, and benefits of the research to the community.
· Research has been designed to deliver tangible benefits to the community, e.g. improved services, policies, or public health outcomes based on linked data insights.
· Plans to share research findings with the community/communities of interest in a transparent and accessible manner.

Guidance for applicants regarding community expectations_V2_Dec 2025

image1.jpeg
Australian Government q I I.I w
Australian Institute of D | ]

Health and Welfare





