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Foreword
During the decade 1986Ð96 the number of medical practitioners enumerated at the
population census increased by 34.7% from 32,790 to 44,160, compared with population
growth of 14.3%. Despite this rapid growth, workforce shortages still remain in key areas of
medical services: rural and remote medicine, hospital services and some specialty areas. At
the same time the Australian Medical Workforce Advisory Committee has found that
general practice workforce provision in capital cities significantly exceeds need.
The Australian Health MinistersÕ Advisory Council therefore has considered that regular
statistical monitoring of the medical labour force is a high priority in adequately planning
and evaluating measures to address such workforce issues. Hence the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, in conjunction with State and Territory health authorities and medical
boards, conducts an annual survey of the medical labour force. The support of registered
medical practitioners is both needed and appreciated in achieving a high response to the
survey and providing reliable data for monitoring, planning and evaluation.
Data in this report generally refer to the registration period of SeptemberÐDecember 1996,
when there were 47,682 employed medical practitioners in Australia. The Institute is
committed to improving the timeliness of the publication of the annual survey data and
plans to release the next annual report in early 1999 and to publish the subsequent report
before the end of 1999.
This report represents a major change in approach to providing medical workforce
information. Additional and more detailed tables are provided but the majority of the tables
for the report are excluded from the hard-copy book and are being released (along with the
report) on the InstituteÕs Internet site; users without Internet access may purchase the tables
on disk. It is expected that this approach will improve the timeliness of publication and
better meet user needs to download and extract medical labour force information. The
Institute is committed to better meeting the information needs of users and readers are
invited to comment on the format, content and dissemination tools used for this report.

Richard Madden
Director
July 1998
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