General information for researchers lodging applications for consideration by the AIHW Ethics Committee 

The application form is designed to provide sufficient information of an appropriate standard for the AIHW Ethics Committee (the Committee) to form an opinion on the ethical acceptability of research projects.

In making a submission to the Committee the following points should be noted:

· An officer who has the authority  to commit the organisation to complying with the assurances (often the supervisor of the Principal Investigator), as well as the Principal Investigator any subordinates who may have access to the requested data must sign the relevant confidentiality undertaking;
· Clearance from the researcher’s home institutional ethics committee is required before the Committee will assess the application. If the researcher’s institution does not have an ethics committee, then discuss the issue with the Ethics Manager prior to submitting the application.

· The Committee requires that all projects be scientifically reviewed by peers independent of the research team and its supervisors prior to submitting an application.

· The Principal Investigator for this project is responsible for the security and, if required, the disposal of the data received from the Institute.

· The Committee will assess the ethical acceptability of activities specified in this application. If additional follow-up activities are planned, but not covered by the application, then these activities should form the basis of another application.

For further information, please contact the Ethics Manager on ethicssec@aihw.gov.au or 02 6249 5004.
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