
There is a strong 
association between 
problematic alcohol 
or other drug use 
and experiences  
of homelessness.[1]

58% of SHS clients with 
problematic AOD use 
were homeless on first 
presentation to support 
services in 2019–20.[3]

Most common principal drugs of 
concern for those who sought both 
Specialist Homeless Services (SHS) 
and Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) 
treatment services in 2011–14 were

Alcohol 40%

Cannabis 29%

Amphetamines 21%.[2]

The 2016 Illicit Drug Reporting System report 
showed that for the interviewed injecting 
drug users:

80% had a history of homelessness

25% were currently homeless

25% total duration of their lifetime 
homelessness was 3–5 years.[4]

Of the 28,500 (10%) 
clients with problematic 
drug and/or alcohol use 
in 2019–20, 75% were 
returning clients while 
25% were new clients.[3]

1 in 10 SHS clients 
aged 10+ reported 
problematic AOD use 
in 2019–20.[3]

In 2019–20, 6% of SHS 
clients sought assistance 
for problematic drug 
or substance use, and 
3% sought assistance for 
problematic alcohol use.[3]
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For more detail, see the full report,  
Alcohol, tobacco and other drugs in Australia,
which is available from the AIHW website.
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