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The Australian Institute of Health 

The Ins t i tu te w a s es tabl ished a s a s t a tu to ry body within the Commonwea l th 
Communi ty Services a n d Health portfolio in 1987. It is a hea l th s ta t i s t ics a n d 
resea rch agency which, a s p a r t of i ts na t iona l role, a lso provides s u p p o r t to t h e 
S ta t e s and Terri tories in these a r e a s primari ly t h rough the Aus t ra l i an Hea l th 
Ministers ' Advisory Council . 
The Ins t i tu te is governed by a 12-member Board including nominees of the 
Minister for Communi ty Services a n d Health, t he Aus t ra l i an Heal th Ministers* 
Advisory Council , t he Public Health Association of Aust ra l ia a n d t h e 
Consumers* Heal th F o r u m of Austral ia . Other m e m b e r s a re t h e Aus t r a l i an 
Stat is t ician, t h e Secre tary of the Depa r tmen t of C o m m u n i t y Services a n d 
Heal th a n d the Director o f t h e Ins t i tu te (see page Iv). 

There are four major componen t s to the Inst i tute—Health Services Division, 
Health S t a t u s Division, Heal th Technology Unit a n d Corpora te Services. A 
small Secretar ia t provides suppor t for the Board and Ins t i tu te commi t t ees a n d 
coordinates l iaison with o ther organisa t ions . 

Three external u n i t s a re also funded by the Ins t i tu te—the National Per ina ta l 
Stat is t ics Unit a t the University of Sydney, the National Injury Survei l lance 
a n d Prevention Project located in the Epidemiology B r a n c h of the S o u t h 
Aust ra l ian Heal th Commiss ion, a n d the Dental Stat is t ics a n d Research Uni t a t 
t he University of Adelaide. 

As provided for u n d e r the Ins t i tu te ' s Act, the AIH Ethics Commit tee advises o n 
the ethical acceptabili ty of activities u n d e r t a k e n by the Ins t i tu te a n d 
associa ted bodies. 

The Ins t i tu te provides secretar ia t a n d resea rch services to t h e National 
Commit tee on Health a n d Vital Stat is t ics , the National Heal th Technology 
Advisory Panel , a n d the Aust ra l ian Health Ministers ' Advisory Counci l 
Superspecial ty Services Subcommit tee . 
The Ins t i tu te is located a t Benne t t House in the g r o u n d s of Royal C a n b e r r a 
Hospital. 
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Overview 

Mission 
T h e miss ion o f the Ins t i tu te is to cont r ibu te to the improvement of t h e hea l th of 
Aus t ra l i ans a n d to the efficient u s e of r e sources in the provision of hea l th 
services, inc luding those directed a t hea l th promot ion a n d i l lness prevent ion, 
by p u r s u i n g i t s legislative m a n d a t e to: 

• collect a n d a s s i s t i n the p roduc t ion of hea l th related information a n d 
s ta t is t ics ; 

• conduc t a n d promote r e sea rch into the hea l th of Aus t ra l ians , a n d the i r 
hea l th services; 

• u n d e r t a k e s tud ies into the provision a n d effectiveness of h e a l t h services 
a n d technologies: a n d 

• m a k e r ecommenda t ions on the prevent ion a n d t r ea tmen t of d i s e a s e s 
a n d the improvement a n d promot ion of hea l th a n d hea l th a w a r e n e s s of 
t h e people of Austra l ia . 

T h e Ins t i tu te ' s second yea r a s a s t a tu to ry body u n d e r t h e Australian Institute of 
Health Act 1987, a n d Dr S m i t h s first year a s Director, h a s b e e n o n e of 
consolidation, in which it s t reng thened i ts capaci ty to develop a n d ana lyse 
na t ional h e a l t h s tat is t ics , a n d to u n d e r t a k e r e sea r ch in hea l th a n d h e a l t h 
services. 
A n u m b e r of significant ach ievements In 1988-89 a re out l ined below; o t h e r s 
a re s u m m a r i s e d in following sect ions. 

Major achievements 
The mos t significant achievement in the year w a s the publ ica t ion of Australia's 
health: thejirst biennial reportby the Australian Institute of Health 1988, wh ich 
reported to t h e na t ion on Austral ia 's hea l th a n d hea l th services. 
Another major achievement was the completion of the Hospital utilisation and 
costs study, t he first comprehens ive a s s e s s m e n t of th i s a r ea s ince t h e J a m i s o n 
repor t in 1980. Three volumes were publ i shed in December 1988 a n d the las t 
will b e re leased in September 1989 . 
Much of the Ins t i tu te ' s work d u r i n g 1988-89 focused o n developmenta l 
activities which shou ld cont r ibute to bet ter hea l th s ta t i s t ics s y s t e m s In t h e 
future. In moves to improve hospi ta l s ta t is t ics , t he Ins t i tu te coord ina ted a 
series of C o m m o n w e a l t h / S t a t e working par t i es in the p r epa ra t i on of a draft 
repor t o n a na t iona l m i n i m u m da t a set for ins t i tu t ional services. A s imi lar 
p rocess r e su l t ed in a draft repor t on me thods of coun t ing a n d cost ing services 
to inpa t i en t s a n d ou tpa t i en t s . The Ins t i tu te is also con t r ibu t ing to t h e 
development of information sys tems b a s e d on diagnosis re la ted g r o u p s (DRGs) 
a n d other casemlx m e a s u r e s , a n d significant p rogress h a s been m a d e o n a 
nat ional labourforce collection. 
Partly t h rough i ts suppor t for t h e National Health Technology Advisory Panel 
(NHTAP), a n d par t ly t h r o u g h i ts own work, the Ins t i tu te ' s Heal th Technology 
Unit con t inued to provide the major Aus t ra l ian focus for h e a l t h technology 
a s s e s s m e n t . 
A large propor t ion of the Health S t a t u s Division's r e s o u r c e s h a s b e e n 
concent ra ted on i n p u t to the National Better Heal th Program (NBHP) in t h e 
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a r e a s of moni tor ing a n d evaluat ion . This Commonweal th , S ta te a n d Territory 
cos t - sha red p r o g r a m is pa r t of Austra l ia ' s r e sponse to the World Health 
Organiza t ion initiative. Heal th for All by the Year 2000 . 
Dur ing the year , wi th t h e ag reemen t of the Aust ra l ian Health Ministers ' 
Advisory Counci l (AHMAC), t h e National Commit tee on Health a n d Vital 
S ta t i s t ics (NCHVS) w a s r e s t r u c t u r e d a n d i t s t e rms of reference changed to 
p lace grea te r e m p h a s i s o n Identifying hea l th statist ical priorities r a t h e r t h a n 
o n development a n d coordinat ion. The la t ter functions will be performed by 
task-specific Ins t i tu te working par t i es . 
T h e Ins t i tu t e ' s ex te rna l u n i t s m a d e significant progress d u r i n g 1988-89 . In 
March, the Nat ional Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project (NISPP) 
en te red t h e 100 ,000 th record in i ts d a t a b a s e a n d work is proceeding o n the 
development of a na t iona l s ampl ing p lan . 
T h e National Per ina ta l S ta t i s t ics Unit (NPSU) cont inued i ts collaborative work 
wi th S ta te a n d Terr i tory hea l th a u thorities in the development of per ina ta l da t a 
sy s t ems . Dur ing the yea r a n external review of the Unit r ecommended a 
n u m b e r of c h a n g e s which shou ld s t reng then its effectiveness. 

T h e Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Uni t (DSRU) h a s redesigned t h e Child 
Denta l Heal th Survey formerly u n d e r t a k e n by the Depar tmen t of Communi ty 
Services a n d Heal th . T h e n e w procedures for th is survey a re being 
implemented b y all S t a t e s a n d Terri tories. The Unit a lso successfully 
completed negot ia t ions wi th m o s t S ta t e s a n d Territories on collecting 
labourforce s ta t i s t ics . 
S o m e Indicat ion of the growing recognition of the Ins t i tu te ' s role in na t ional 
h e a l t h s ta t i s t ics a n d r e s e a r c h c a n be gained from its capacity to a t t r ac t funds 
for specific projects (Appendix 7). The Ins t i tu te is current ly u n d e r t a k i n g more 
t h a n $1 .5 million wor th of external ly funded projects, 

Confidentiality provisions 
A significant e n h a n c e m e n t to the Ins t i tu te ' s opera t ions occur red with the 
enac tmen t , on 2 8 J u n e 1989. of a m e n d m e n t s to the Australian Institute of 
Health Act 1987. T h e a m e n d m e n t s s t rengthened the confidentiality provisions 
of t h e Act. S o m e S t a t e s h a d expressed concerns t h a t the original provisions 
migh t allow d a t a provided to the LnstituLe to be p a s s e d to third par t i es wi thout 
reference to t hose who provided it. Th is h a d delayed agreements on the 
National Dea th Index a n d the National Cance r Stat is t ics Clearing House . With 
t h e a m e n d m e n t s in place, it is expected tha t development of these a n d other 
collections will n o w proceed. 
In an t ic ipa t ion of the in t roduc t ion of these a m e n d m e n t s , the Minister on 28 
Sep tember 1988 directed the Ins t i tu te to opera te in accordance with the new 
confidentiality provis ions (Appendix 1). 

Internal consolidation 
In early 1989. a review w a s u n d e r t a k e n of the Ins t i tu te ' s overall opera t ions . 
Par t icu la r a t t en t i on w a s paid to the respective roles of the Board and the 
Ins t i tu te staff. Th i s review, together with earlier reviews of the work program 
a n d the sen ior m a n a g e m e n t s t ruc tu re , resul ted In some shifting of 
responsibi l i t ies a n d redeployment of staff to reflect n e w e m p h a s e s , r ' 
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O n e of the key changes resu l t ing from these a s s e s s m e n t s involved t h e 
separa t ion of the secre tar ia t functions from Corporate Services to e n h a n c e t h e 
servicing of the Board a n d o ther Ins t i tu te commit tees , a n d the ex te rna l 
re la t ions of the Ins t i tu te . 
In J a n u a r y the Ins t i tu te w a s s t reng thened by the secondmen t of a Principal 
Medical Adviser from the Depa r tmen t of Communi ty Services a n d Heal th. Th i s 
secondment h a s enabled the Ins t i tu te to r e spond more readily to major publ ic 
hea l th Issues a n d to car ry o u t commiss ioned scientific invest igat ions. 
Regulat ions for the Ins t i tu te Ethics Commit tee were gazet ted in J u n e . T h e 
Commit tee h a s developed guidel ines for the a s s e s s m e n t of Ins t i tu te activities, 
a n d cont inues i t s t a s k of scrut in is ing cu r r en t a n d proposed projects . 
There h a s been considerable development of the financial m a n a g e m e n t sys t em 
a n d s teady upgrad ing of comput ing h a r d w a r e a n d software. T h e l ibrary 
collection con t inues to grow a n d the publ ica t ions un i t h a s b e e n given 
increased resources . 
Improvements have been m a d e to the securi ty of the Ins t i tu te ' s bui ld ing, 
compute r opera t ions a n d work prac t ices . These changes , reflecting t h e 
impor tance of d a t a confidentiality, e n h a n c e the Ins t i tu te ' s ability to p ro tec t 
da ta from unau tho r i s ed access . 
Under the legislation governingi ts opera t ions , provision exis ts for the Ins t i tu t e 
to develop specific t e r m s a n d condi t ions for the employment of staff. T h e 
development of t h e s e is proceeding in consul ta t ion with t h e re levant u n i o n s 
a n d the D e p a r t m e n t of Indus t r ia l Relat ions. 

Coordination and liaison 
Coordination a n d liaison with o ther hea l th related bodies a re a n integral p a r t 
of the Ins t i tu te ' s operat ion. Formal a n d informal l inks have b e e n developed. 
The Director a t t e n d s National Heal th a n d Medical Research Council (NHMRC) 
meet ings by invitat ion a n d u n d e r a reciprocal a r r angement , Dr Sidney S a x 
r ep resen t s NHMRC a t Ins t i tu te Board meet ings . The Director is a m e m b e r of 
the NHMRC Public Health Research and Development Commit tee a n d t h e 
NHMRC Special Purposes Commit tee . 
AHMAC is the major formal rou te for the Ins t i tu te ' s contac t with the S t a t e s a n d 
Territories a n d t h e Director also a t t ends its meet ings by Invitation. 
As it is the hea l th stat ist ical a n d resea rch agency in the Commonwea l th 
Communi ty Services a n d Health portfolio, t he Ins t i tu te h a s a special 
re la t ionship with the Depa r tmen t of Communi ty Services a n d Heal th (DCSH); 
the Secretary of the Depar tmen t is a m e m b e r of t h e Board a n d formal 
coordination m e c h a n i s m s a r e be ing developed. 
The Ins t i tu te a lso enjoys a close working re la t ionship wi th the Aus t r a l i an 
Bureau of Sta t i s t ics (ABS). The Aust ra l ian Stat is t ic ian is a m e m b e r of t h e 
Board and ABS h a s suppl ied a n outpos ted officer to work a t t he Ins t i tu te . 
Ins t i tu te and ABS staff mee t regularry to coordinate m a t t e r s of c o m m o n 
interest . 
The Board approved guidel ines for AIH collaborating cen t r e s a n d d i s c u s s i o n s 
a re proceeding with a n u m b e r of g roups interested in be ing des igna ted a s 
collaborating cen t res . 
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Mutua l ly beneficial l inks have been forged with the Aus t ra l ian National 
Universi ty 's Nat ional C e n t r e for Epidemiology a n d Populat ion Heal th 
(NCEPH). A jo in t s e m i n a r ser ies h a s been establ ished a n d joint staffing 
a p p o i n t m e n t s a re be ing cons idered . The Director of NCEPH a t t ends AIH Board 
mee t ings b y invitat ion a n d the AIH Director is a m e m b e r of t h e NCEPH 
Advisory Commit tee . 
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Institute activities 

Health Services Division 
T h e Division is responsible for developing stat is t ical a n d information s y s t e m s , 
a n d for unde r t ak ing r e sea rch o n the provision a n d u s e of hea l th services. 
Major activities Involved the development of d a t a b a s e s to descr ibe t h e 
inf ras t ruc ture o f the hea l th services sys tem including the hea l th labourforce, 
t he levels of hea l th service use , t he character is t ics o f t h e u s e r s , a n d t h e cos t s 
a n d quali ty of services. 

Health expenditure and health economics 
The Division seeks to establ ish the a m o u n t s p e n t on hea l th , which sec to r s 
those resources come from, w h a t they a re spen t on a n d how Aust ra l ian h e a l t h 
expendi ture compares wi th t h a t of o ther count r ies . 
In the 1988-89 financial year, two publ ica t ions were re leased for which t he r e 
h a s been great d e m a n d , Australian health expenditure 1970-71 to 1984-85 
a n d Information bulletin no 3: Australian health expenditure 1982-83 to 
1985-86. The bul le t in also conta ined es t ima tes of h e a l t h expend i tu re for 
1986-87 . In addit ion, work w a s carr ied o u t which in fu ture will al low m o r e 
timely publ icat ion of information on total hea l th expendi tu re . 

The Division provides advice o n hea l th economic ana lys i s . At tent ion h a s b e e n 
paid to the economic evaluat ion of screening for b r e a s t cancer a n d advice h a s 
been provided on costing AIDS, suicide, schizophrenia a n d the cos t s a n d 
benefits of h u m a n nut r i t ion r e sea rch . 
The Division also con t r ibu tes to the na t ional hea l th a n d hea l th expend i tu r e 
s ta t is t ics t h a t Austral ia provides to the Organisa t ion for Economic 
Co-operat ion a n d Development (OECD}. 

Hospitals and institutional services 
Hospital a n d ins t i tu t ional services con t inue to a c c o u n t for abou t 5 5 p e r cen t of 
total hea l th expendi ture . There have been s u s t a i n e d efforts by S ta te . Terri tory 
a n d Commonweal th governments to improve efficiency in th is sector. T h e 
Division h a s cont r ibuted to these efforts th rough i ts involvement in developing 
a nat ional m i n i m u m da t a set for ins t i tu t ional services a n d in s t eps to improve 
m a n a g e m e n t s ta t i s t ics in hospi ta ls . 
AHMAC funded the Ins t i tu te to develop a na t iona l m i n i m u m d a t a se t for 
ins t i tu t ional services in conjunct ion with the NCHVS following the repor t o f t he 
Taskforce on National Hospital Stat is t ics in April 1988 . Uniform na t iona l d a t a 
will be a va luable aid in p lann ing hea l th services. 
Work on the m i n i m u m d a t a se t w a s u n d e r t a k e n th rough a n u m b e r of working 
par t ies , each with m e m b e r s from Commonweal th , S ta te a n d Terri tory h e a l t h 
au thor i t ies a n d the ABS. The draft repor t h a s b e e n c i rcula ted for d i s cus s ion 
a n d is d u e to b e submi t t ed to AHMAC in October 1989. 
AHMAC also funded the Ins t i tu te to es tabl i sh a Working Par ty on 
Inpa t i en t /non - lnpa t i en t Services to r ecommend m e t h o d s of coun t ing a n d 
costing services to inpa t i en t s a n d ou tpa t ien ts . T h e repor t of th is working pa r ty 
i s also d u e to be p resen ted to AHMAC in October 1989 . 
Following the successful re lease in December 1988 of th ree vo lumes of t h e 
Hospital utilisation and costs study report ing o n the 1 9 8 5 - 8 6 financial year. 
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AHMAC a s k e d t h e Ins t i tu te to u n d e r t a k e a second s tudy for 1987-88 . Work is 
well a d v a n c e d o n t h e collection of d a t a from all S ta t e s a n d Terri tories. 
As p a r t of t h e n e w Medicare Agreements , t h e Commonweal th provided $ 5 
million pe r y e a r to a s s i s t t he S ta te a n d Territory hea l th au thor i t ies to 
imp lemen t casemix information sys t ems by 3 0 J u n e 1993 . Such sys tems have 
t h e potent ia l to Improve significantly the capaci ty of hospi ta l a n d o ther clinical 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to m a n a g e r e sou rce u s e . 
To a s s i s t In t h e al locat ion of funds for casemix development, DCSH establ ished 
t h r e e advisory commi t tees . T h e Division provides the cha i rperson and 
sec re ta r i a t s u p p o r t for t h e Technical Advisory Commit tee . 
U n d e r t h e Medicare casemix initiative, t he Ins t i tu te h a s received a r e sea rch 
g r a n t to u n d e r t a k e initial work o n classification sys tems for n o n - a c u t e 
Inpa t i en t s a n d n o n - i n p a t i e n t s . Th is work is scheduled to begin in J u l y 1989. 
T h e Division b e g a n a new publ icat ion, the Australian casemix bulletin, in 
F e b r u a r y 1989 . It will be p roduced four t imes a year. 

Health labourforce 
Heal th labourforce i s s u e s have cont inued to c o m m a n d a t tent ion. The 
availabili ty of appropr ia te ly qualified hea l th personnel to work in the publ ic 
sector, par t icu la r ly in publ ic hospi ta l s , r ema ins a problem. 
Three a p p r o a c h e s have been u s e d in the Division's work on the hea l th 
labourforce: ana lys i s of exist ing information; development of da t a sys t ems to 
provide m o r e comprehens ive , a ccu ra t e a n d timely Information t h a n is 
cu r ren t ly available; a n d the development of models to a s s i s t in a s ses s ing 
labourforce supply . 
Analysis of 1981 a n d 1986 Aust ra l ian C e n s u s d a t a o n 10 major hea l th 
occupa t i ons h a s b e e n completed a n d d isseminated in a series of information 
bu l l e t ins . Also pub l i shed in th is ser ies were s ta t is t ics on the p repa ra t ion of 
h e a l t h profess ionals t h rough tert iary educat ion , immigration of hea l th 
profess ionals , a n d inventor ies of da t a collected by hea l th professional 
a s soc i a t i ons a n d regis ter ing au thor i t i es . 

T h e p r inc ipa l focus of work is now directed towards the development of a 
na t iona l core labourforce d a t a collection. Da ta collected by n u r s e registering 
au tho r i t i e s d u r i n g a n n u a l re- regis t ra t ions have been critically examined a n d 
ana lysed , a n d work o n coordina t ing these da ta h a s commenced . Negotiations 
o n na t iona l col lect ions for t h e pha rmacy , phys io therapy a n d radiography 
l abou r forces a r e u n d e r w a y . 
A model project ing t h e availability of rad iographers to t h e year 2 0 0 1 w a s 
developed a n d t h e Impac t of a na t iona l m a m m o g r a p h y screening p rogram on 
t h e r ad iography a n d radiology labourforces w a s es t imated in a repor t to the 
AHMAC B r e a s t C a n c e r Sc reen ing Evaluat ion Steer ing Commit tee . 
Two informat ion p a p e r s modell ing the r equ i r emen t s of a nat ional cervical 
sc reen ing p r o g r a m a r e in p repa ra t ion for AHMAC's Cervical Cancer Screening 
Eva lua t ion S teer ing Commit tee . 
Following t h e r epo r t of the Commit tee of Inquiry Into Medical Educa t ion a n d 
Medical Workforce, t he Division h a s been given responsibil i ty for providing 
profess ional s u p p o r t to AHMAC's Medical Workforce Data Review Commit tee . 
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Quality assurance 
T h e Division completed i ts survey of quali ty a s s u r a n c e in publ ic a n d pr iva te 
hosp i ta l s . Work will cont inue In th is a rea a n d the use of DRG information 
sys t ems in qual i ty of care monitoring will be explored. 

Medical services 
This yea r s a w the first major analys is by the Ins t i tu te of medical services 
information available from the Health I n s u r a n c e Commiss ion . This 
development w a s ass i s ted by the visit to t h e Ins t i tu te of Dr Morris Barer, of the 
Depar tmen t of Heal th Care and Epidemiology. University of Brit ish Columbia . 
C a n a d a . Dr Barer spen t seven m o n t h s a t the Ins t i tu te a s the first Med lbank 
Private Visiting Fellow. The s tudy showed tha t b e t w e e n l 9 7 6 a n d 1986. t he r e 
was a growth in the u s e of medical services for near ly all age g r o u p s a n d all 
types of services. Increases in the u s e of services were par t icular ly h igh for t h e 
very young a n d the very old. These a n d o ther findings a r e included In t h e r epor t 
Australian private medical care: costs and use, 1976 to 1986. which will be 
publ i shed early in 1990. 

Other Divisional activities 
The Division Head cha i r s the AHMAC Working Par ty to Review the 
Measu remen t Aspects of Hospital Utilisation, a n d is a m e m b e r of the AHMAC 
Hospital F u n d i n g Working Party. Another staff m e m b e r is on t h e AHMAC 
Subcommi t t ee o n Women and Heal th. 
Until J a n u a r y 1989. the Division Head rep resen ted the Ins t i tu t e on the 
AHMAC Breas t Cancer Screening Evaluat ion Steer ing Commit tee , t he AHMAC 
Cervical Cance r Screening Evaluat ion Steer ing Commit tee a n d the Ins t i tu te 
Ethics Commit tee . 

Health Technology Unit 
The Health Technology Unit h a s cont inued to u n d e r t a k e a n d coord ina te 
a s s e s s m e n t s of new a n d es tabl ished hea l th care technologies with pa r t i cu la r 
reference to their cos t s a n d effectiveness. 
The major activity of the Unit r ema ins the provision of r e sea rch a n d sec re ta r i a t 
services for National Health Technology Advisory Panel . The Panel me t th ree 
t imes du r ing t h e yea r a n d completed repor t s on digital r ad iography s y s t e m s , 
artificial h e a r t s , computer ised per imetry and gal ls tone l i thotripsy. T h e s e 
a s s e s s m e n t s con t inued t h e pa t t e rn establ ished by NHTAP of seeking detai led 
consul ta t ion with expert opinion within Austral ia a n d overseas , a n d a s far a s 
possible r each ing c o n s e n s u s on the place of the technologies in the Aus t r a l i an 
hea l th care sys tem. Work is cont inuing on a s s e s s m e n t of a fur ther 11 
technologies. 
The Unit cont inued i ts coordinat ion of the Aus t ra l ian MRI (magnetic r e s o n a n c e 
imaging) Asses smen t Program by collecting da t a a n d suppor t ing the NHTAP 
MRI Technical Commit tee . The program is be ing car r ied o u t In col laborat ion 
with radiology d e p a r t m e n t s In five public hospi ta l s . T h e third in ter im repor t 
was publ i shed du r ing the year. It covered analys is of a m i n i m u m d a t a set a n d 
cost d a t a b a s e p lu s descr ip t ions of more detailed follow-up s t u d i e s . T h e 
completed collections of cost da ta from the first two hosp i t a l s in the p r o g r a m 
were aud i ted by outs ide accoun tan t s . 
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T h e NHTAP Non- labora tory Pathology Test ing Working Party concluded i t s 
t h r ee p a r t trial of dry chemis t ry pathology ana lyse rs . It p repared two further 
r epor t s , o n e on t h e u s e of t h e ana lyse r s in general pract ice and a n overview of 
the en t i r e trial. A synops i s of the general pract ice s tudy was also publ i shed . It 
is expec ted t h a t s o m e addi t iona l analys is of the extensive da t a obta ined in the 
trial will b e u n d e r t a k e n . 
Dur ing 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 , a review of the NHTAP w a s init iated by the Minister for 
C o m m u n i t y Services a n d Heal th . T h e Unit Head part ic ipated in the work of the 
review commit tee . T h e repor t of the review commit tee h a d no t been released by 
t h e e n d of 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 . 
In November, t h e Unit a s s u m e d responsibil i ty for providing research a n d 
secre ta r ia t s u p p o r t for the Superspecta l ty Services Subcommit tee of AHMAC. 
Work on guidel ines covering services for rena l dialysis a n d for refractory 
epi lepsy is in p r o g r e s s . Guidel ines on services for acu te spinal injuries are 
awai t ing f inalisat ion a n d pr in t ing . 
T h e Uni t h a s in i t ia ted several o ther projects . These include a review of the u s e 
of t inted l e n s e s i n t e n d e d to a s s i s t pe r sons with reading impa i rmen t and an 
a s s e s s m e n t of cochlear Implan t s . In addit ion, a review of the technical 
specifications for sc reen ing m a m m o g r a p h y u n i t s is to be u n d e r t a k e n for the 
Sc reen ing Eva lua t ion Coordinat ion Unit. This is a follow-up to a n NHTAP 
repor t on t h e topic l a s t year . 
Advice w a s provided on var ious hea l th technologies to DCSH a n d to S ta te a n d 
Terr i tory au tho r i t i e s . T h e Uni t a lso sponsored a pilot s tudy covering 
methodology for a s s e s s i n g t h e u s e of computed tomography (CT) s cann ing in 
neurological d i so rde r s . Th is work was u n d e r t a k e n by the Depa r tmen t of 
Radiology a t F l inders Medical Cent re . Adelaide. 
A m e m b e r of t h e Uni t ' s staff w a s engaged a s a consul tan t to the Ministry of 
Heal th , Br i t i sh Columbia , C a n a d a , to p r e s e n t the resu l t s of the Aus t ra l ian 
a s s e s s m e n t of MRI technology a n d to advise on t h e feasibility of conduct ing a 
s imilar s t u d y in Bri t ish Columbia . 

Health Status Division 
T h e Heal th S t a t u s Division is respons ib le for improving statist ical a n d related 
informat ion on t h e na t ion ' s hea l th , including the development of da t abase s , 
a n d for moni tor ing , invest igat ing a n d report ing on t h e hea l th of the Aus t ra l ian 
people. It col lates a n d a n a l y s e s nat ional da ta , with special a t t en t ion to the 
hea l th s t a t u s of different s u b g r o u p s of the popula t ion . 
Major projects inc lude collecting a n d analys ing d a t a on hea l th differentials, 
couect ing a n d d i s semina t ing information o n Aboriginal heal th , coordinat ing 
t h e evaluat ion of a ser ies of pilot s tud ies on b r ea s t a n d cervical cancer , a n d a 
n u m b e r of p r o g r a m s a imed a t improving a n d developing hea l th related 
s ta t i s t i cs a n d informat ion. 
T h e Division a l so provides stat ist ical information to in ternat ional agencies 
s u c h a s WHO a n d the OECD. 

Health monitoring and surveillance 
T h e Division h a s con t inued to s t u d y t r ends in the hea l th of the populat ion, 
focusing o n p r o b l e m s in pa r t i cu la r subg roups . - • 
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A major s tudy of t r ends in Aus t ra l i an mortal i ty from 1921 to 1988 is be ing 
finalised. 
In the second half of the year, the Division w a s heavily involved in a project 
relat ing to the da t a a n d evaluat ion r equ i r emen t s o f the National Bet ter Hea l th 
Program (NBHP). T h e p rogram, which Is cos t - sha red be tween t h e 
Commonweal th a n d the S ta t e s a n d Territories, a i m s to Involve all A u s t r a l i a n s 
in improving their hea l th . T h e initial focus is on five priori ty a reas—high blood 
p res su re , injury, improved nutr i t ion, preventable c a n c e r s a n d improved 
hea l th of older people. The Division p repared repor t s on available s ta t i s t i cs 
a n d provided ana lyses a n d advice concern ing t h e p rogram ' s d a t a 
r equ i rements . Advice w a s also provided on developing a n efficient m i n i m u m 
da t a sys tem for p lanning , moni tor ing a n d evaluat ing the NBHP. 

A publ ica t ion enti t led Women's health: data requirements was re leased in 
Augus t 1988. It reported on a s tudy commiss ioned by DCSH to identify g a p s in 
Information a b o u t women ' s hea l th . 
The Division par t ic ipated In the development of the 1989 Risk Factor 
Prevalence Survey. This survey, which is the th i rd in a series, is a collaborative 
project be tween the National Hear t Founda t ion of Austra l ia . DCSH a n d t h e 
Ins t i tu te . The six m o n t h field component began in J u n e 1989. T h e Division is 
responsible for the collection, process ing a n d ana lys i s o f t h e survey d a t a a n d 
will a s s i s t in the p repara t ion of the report . 

The year a lso s a w the development of ano the r major sou rce of na t iona l h e a l t h 
s tat is t ics , t he National Health Survey, to be conduc ted by the ABS d u r i n g t h e 
12 m o n t h s from October 1989 to September 1990. T h e Division he lped develop 
the survey th rough m e m b e r s h i p of the working pa r ty which advised on i t s 
con ten t a n d methodology. Technical advice a n d a s s i s t a n c e on var ious a s p e c t s 
of the survey were provided. 
In the a rea of impa i rmen t s , disabilit ies a n d h a n d i c a p s , t he Division con t inued 
to liaise with the m a n a g e r s of a pilot project to a s s e s s the feasibility of 
es tabl i sh ing surveil lance sys tems us ing da t a held by voluntary o rgan i sa t ions 
a n d rehabil i ta t ion un i t s . A repor t on spinal cord injury in Aust ra l ia is n e a r i n g 
publ icat ion. 

Aboriginal health 
T h e Ins t i tu te is developing nat ional Aboriginal hea l th s tat is t ics , inc luding t h e 
creat ion of a na t ional Aboriginal hea l th d a t a b a s e . 
The Division cont r ibuted to a comprehens ive s tat is t ical s u m m a r y on 
Aboriginal hea l th for the National Aboriginal Health Stra tegy Working Party 
which released a report in March 1989. The Division is now ass i s t ing in t h e 
further development of the na t ional Aboriginal hea l th strategy, a n d in 
part icular , in developing a n d implement ing priori t ies a n d s t ra tegies for 
nat ional Aboriginal hea l th s ta t is t ics . 
Work h a s begun on a series of base l ine publ ica t ions on a spec t s of Aboriginal 
hea l th—the first will b e on mortali ty. 
The Division is ass i s t ing the ABS in an evaluat ion of the quali ty of S o u t h 
Aust ra l ian b i r ths a n d d e a t h s da ta for Aborigines. Th is project is be ing 
u n d e r t a k e n with re levant S ta te agencies with the Intention of developing a n 
approach for u s e ac ross all S ta te a n d Territory collections. 
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T h e Division h a s a l so b e e n commiss ioned to conduc t a project on da t a sys t ems 
re la t ing to Aboriginal d r u g u s e a n d d r u g p rob lems a s pa r t of the National Drug 
A b u s e Da ta Sys t em. T h e project will begin in Ju ly 1989. 
A b o o k version of a bibl iography available on-l ine th rough the National Library 
w a s re leased in ear ly 1989 . The book, a jo in t publ icat ion of the AIH a n d the 
Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal S tud ies , is enti t led Aboriginal health: an 
annotated bibliography. T h e twice yearly Aboriginal health information bulletin 
i s a n o t h e r jo in t p roduc t ion . 

Nosology 
T h e Nat ional Nosology Reference Cent re is located in the Ins t i tu te . T h e Centre 
is t he des igna ted contac t poin t with WHO on ma t t e r s relat ing to the 
classification of d i s e a s e s . 
T h e Cen t r e c o n t i n u e d to provide s u p p o r t to u s e r s th roughou t Aust ra l ia on t h e 
classification of d i seases . At the in te rna t iona l level, it con t inued to coordinate 
Aus t ra l i a ' s r e s p o n s e s to WHO proposa ls for the 10th revision of t h e 
In te rna t iona l Classification of Diseases (ICD). 

Epidemiology and health statistics 
As men t ioned in the Overview, work o n the National Cancer Stat is t ics Clearing 
H o u s e a n d t h e National Dea th Index h a s been delayed because some S ta te s 
a n d Terr i tor ies were conce rned abou t the confidentiality provisions of t h e 
Ins t i tu te ' s legislation. T h e legislation h a s now been a m e n d e d to take accoun t 
of t h e s e c o n c e r n s . 
T h e Division received a two-year g ran t from NHMRC to s tudy a s t h m a mortal i ty 
in Aus t ra l ia . Work b e g a n in Feb rua ry 1989. 
Two fur ther g r a n t s h a v e b e e n received from the NHMRC Public Heal th 
Resea rch a n d Development Commit tee for a n analys is of publ ic hea l th 
r e s e a r c h a n d deve lopment activity in Austral ia a n d for a review of evaluat ion 
r e s e a r c h in Aus t r a l i an hea l th services. 

Screening Evaluation Coordination Unit 
T h e S c r e e n i n g E v a l u a t i o n C o o r d i n a t i o n U n i t (SECU) is adminis te red by 
t h e Ins t i tu t e a n d funded t h r o u g h DCSH to ass i s t pilot projecis providing 
b r e a s t or cervical c a n c e r sc reen ing services and other re lated projects. SECU 
will coord ina te the eva lua t ion of their findings in the context of p roposa l s to 
e s t ab l i sh na t iona l sc reen ing p r o g r a m s . 
T h e Uni t ' s activit ies complemen t the roles of the Breas t Cancer Screening 
Eva lua t ion Steer ing Commi t t ee a n d the Cervical Cancer Screening Evaluat ion 
S teer ing Commi t t ee which advise AHMAC on strategies for screening 
p r o g r a m s for b r e a s t a n d cervical cancer . 
SECU provides sec re ta r ia t funct ions for these two AHMAC Committees , each 
of which m e t four t imes du r ing the year. 
Major e m p h a s i s h a s b e e n p laced on ass is t ing the 2 3 pilot projects, inc luding 
t h e re f inement of p l a n s for providing SECU with s t andard i sed da t a i tems. 
T h e s e d a t a i t e m s a r e re levant to t h e a s s e s s m e n t of screening s t ra tegies a n d 
cover all significant c o m p o n e n t s of popula t ion b a s e d screening services. They 
a r e requ i red for t h r ee bas ic componen t s : 

12 



Institute activities 

• delivering a high quality, epldemiologicalry s o u n d service; 
• e n s u r i n g the efficient u s e of r e sources by a ba lance of financial, 

psychological a n d o ther cos t s to bo th service u s e r s a n d providers in 
relat ion to benefits; a n d 

• e n s u r i n g r eady accessibility of services to target u s e r s by a behav ioura l 
examina t ion of user satisfaction with services. 

SECU h a s also commiss ioned a repor t on t h e labourforce impact of b r e a s t 
cancer screening s t ra tegies , compiled a n extensive l ibrary of c u r r e n t 
knowledge on cancer screening a n d liaised with cance r screening p r o g r a m s in 
o ther count r ies . 
The Director of the Unit was awarded the Medicheck Churchi l l Fel lowship to 
u n d e r t a k e a n inspect ion tour of b r ea s t a n d cervical cancer screening p r o g r a m s 
in Canada , the United Kingdom. Sweden, Finland a n d The Ne the r l ands d u r i n g 
April a n d May 1989. A repor t will be p roduced for hea l th professionals involved 
in b r ea s t a n d cervical cancer screening projects a n d hea l th d e p a r t m e n t s . T h e 
information collected will be u s e d to ass i s t t he development of policy op t ions 
for nat ional b r ea s t a n d cervical screening p rog rams in Austra l ia . 

Special Projects 
Evaluation of AIDS programs 
The Government ' s policy d iscuss ion paper, AIDS: a time to care, a time to act: 
towards a strategy for Australians, w a s pub l i shed in November 1988 a s t h e 
first s tep towards developing a nat ional s t ra tegy on AIDS. It p roposed 
evaluat ion of the nat ional s t ra tegy a n d canvassed a n u m b e r of ways , inc lud ing 
coordination by the Ins t i tu te , in which this might b e achieved. C o m m e n t s a n d 
submiss ions were invited. 
The Inst i tu te ' s r e sponse proposed a n AIDS Program Evaluat ion Unit, t he goal 
of which would b e to moni tor a n d evaluate the na t ional AIDS s t ra tegy. T h e 
Unit 's suggested objectives included quantifying p rog ram ta rge t s for e a c h 
aspec t o f t he s t ra tegy a n d devising a n d test ing indica tors o f the a t t a i n m e n t of 
any objectives which were n o t readily measu rab l e . The Unit would a l so 
coordinate evaluation a n d monitor ing of AIDS p rog rams , except w h e n a l ready 
provided for. Responding to r eques t s for advice on re levant a s p e c t s of 
proposa ls for funding u n d e r AIDS programs a n d providing t ra in ing in 
monitor ing a n d evaluat ion skills for g ran t rec ipients a n d p rog ram m a n a g e r s 
were also seen a s roles for the Unit . 
At the end of the yea r u n d e r review, the r e sponse In t h e Government ' s Whi te 
Paper on AIDS w a s still awaited. 

CSIRO Division of Plant Industry laboratory study 
During 1988. staff in a r e sea rch laboratory a t t h e CSIRO Division of P lan t 
Indus t ry b e c a m e aware tha t wha t seemed to b e a n u n d u e propor t ion of t h o s e 
who worked or h a d worked in the laboratory h a d developed cancers of o n e k ind 
or another . After consu l ta t ion with staff assoc ia t ions . CSIRO a p p r o a c h e d t h e 
Ins t i tu te for a s s i s t ance . 
Based on a n initial a s s e s s m e n t of the problem, the Steer ing Commi t t ee 
overseeing the investigation decided a s tudy shou ld be u n d e r t a k e n , involving 
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a follow-up o f the labora tory labourforce, compar ing the cancer incidence with 
t h a t in the genera l Aus t r a l i an popula t ion . F u r t h e r investigations would be 
u n d e r t a k e n if sugges ted by these findings. 

Carcinogenicity of dapsone in Vietnam veterans 
Most A u s t r a l i a n s who served in Vie tnam after October 1969 took d a p s o n e to 
p reven t ma la r i a . 
T h e i s sue of i t s side-effects w a s ra i sed dur ing the Royal Commiss ion on t h e 
Use a n d Effects of Chemical Agents on Aust ra l ian Personnel in Vie tnam. In h i s 
r epor t t he Royal Commiss ione r r ecommended tha t NHMRC init iate s tud ies of 
the carcinogenici ty of d a p s o n e . The Government subsequen t ly agreed there 
shou ld be a n epidemiological s t udy into cancer a s a possible consequence of 
d a p s o n e u s e . 

T h e t a s k of u n d e r t a k i n g t h e s t u d y w a s passed to the Ins t i tu te by NHMRC. 
Ra the r t h a n proceed directly to a s tudy of u n k n o w n value, t he Ins t i tu te 
r e c o m m e n d e d a n eva lua t ion before a decision w a s m a d e on a definitive s tudy . 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Vete rans Affairs accepted this advice a n d the Ins t i tu te 
a s s e s s e d t h e m o s t appropr i a t e k ind of epidemiological s tudy a n d i t s value, 
a s s u m i n g it m igh t b e conduc ted immediately or deferred unt i l t h e n u m b e r s of 
c a n c e r s avai lable for s t u d y were greater. A repor t w a s submi t ted to the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Ve te rans Affairs in J u n e 1989, for considerat ion for possible 
funding in t h e 1989-90 Budget . 

Corporate Services 
Dur ing 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 , Corpora te Services con t inued to develop its role of providing 
t h e In s t i t u t e r e s e a r c h divisions with the corporate suppor t necessary for the 
efficient a n d effective ach ievement of their goals. 

A major p a r t of t h i s development h a s been concerned with es tabl ishing 
efficient f inancial informat ion a n d m a n a g e m e n t sys tems . While further work 
is necessa ry , par t icu lar ly on project based account ing, the new sys tems , 
together wi th s t r e n g t h e n e d staff expertise, have subs tant ia l ly ass i s t ed the 
financial m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e Ins t i tu te . 

Accom modat ion 
Dur ing t h e year , t h e Ins t i tu te w a s given access to addit ional rooms in Benne t t 
H o u s e which have s ince b e e n refurbished. However, d u e to increases In staff 
a n d the n u m b e r of projects u n d e r t a k e n , extra accommodat ion a n d s torage 
a r e a s a re requ i red . Because n o fur ther space is available in Bennet t Ho u s e a n d 
t he r e is u n c e r t a i n t y assoc ia ted with the Royal Canbe r r a Hospital site, 
a l te rna t ive accommoda t ion is be ing investigated in consu l ta t ion with t h e 
Aus t r a l i an Proper ty Group , the Aus t ra l i an Cons t ruc t ion Service a n d the 
A u s t r a l i a n Nat ional University. 

Security 
T h e secur i ty o f the Ins t i tu te ' s p r e m i s e s was e n h a n c e d by the instal la t ion of a n 
e lect ronic a c c e s s control sys tem. Fu r the r securi ty p rocedures relat ing to 
pe r sonne l , d o c u m e n t s a n d d a t a a l so have been developed. 
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Computing and technical support 
The Inst i tu te ' s r e sea rch a n d adminis t ra t ion rely heavily o n the d a t a b a s e a n d 
office au toma t ion sys tems . 
The newly installed VAX 6 2 1 0 sys tem suppo r t s the All-in-1 office a u t o m a t i o n 
package a n d analyt ic activities us ing SAS a n d t h e 2 0 / 2 0 sp readshee t . T h e 
sys tem is ne tworked with a c lus ter compris ing a MicroVax a n d th ree 
Vaxstat ions. T h e Vaxsta t ions suppor t the Ins t i tu te publ i sh ing sys t em a n d t h e 
MicroVax serves a s a b a s e for Pascal a n d For t ran compilers , t he RDB rela t ional 
d a t a b a s e system, applicat ion development facilities a n d t h e Ins t i tu te mai l ing 
sys tem. 
Use of available comput ing resources grew steadily t h r o u g h o u t the yea r a n d 
the second s tage of the c o m p u t e r upgrade which envisages addi t ional s to rage 
a n d power is now needed. 
Considerable r e sources were devoted to developing m a n a g e m e n t informat ion 
a n d financial report ing sys tems . This work h a s largely been completed . 
Fur the r expans ion of the Interleaf publ ica t ions s y s t e m w a s u n d e r t a k e n . T h e 
major a rea proposed for further development is d a t a m a n a g e m e n t . Work h a s 
s ta r ted on the instal lat ion of t ape a n d optical l ibrary m a n a g e m e n t software 
which will provide a n index to the growing da t a hold ings of the Ins t i t u t e . 

Library 
The Library con t inued to grow dur ing the year, with consol idat ion of t h e 
collection primarily in the a r e a s of hea l th s ta t is t ics a n d hea l th economics . 
Both newly pub l i shed a n d retrospective mate r ia l s were added . 
All i tems are cata logued online to Heal thnet , a ne twork now consis t ing of m a n y 
major local a n d in te rs ta te l ibraries in the hea l th field. The Library is 
experiencing a con t inu ing d e m a n d for online l i te ra ture s e a r c h e s . 
The es tab l i shment of GRATIS, a free inter- l ibrary loans network, h a s r e su l t ed 
In a vastly improved inter- l ibrary loans service for hea l th mater ia l . 

Registry 
An au toma ted registry sys tem h a s been in t roduced to enable ea sy a n d 
accura te retrieval of information a n d the changeover from old to new s y s t e m s 
Is progress ing. More t h a n half the files have been en te red into the sys t em a n d 
work h a s b e g u n on implement ing a feature tha t enab les recording, moni tor ing 
a n d retrieving of information on cor respondence . 
The Registry, in associat ion with the Aus t ra l ian Archives, is appra i s ing all 
records created by the Ins t i tu te . 

Personnel 
More t h a n 2 0 posi t ions , both p e r m a n e n t and temporary , were filled d u r i n g t h e 
year. Creat ion a n d classification of new posi t ions a n d abolit ion of r e d u n d a n t 
ones were u n d e r t a k e n in r e sponse to a l tera t ions in the organisa t iona l 
s t r u c t u r e of the Ins t i tu te . 
DCSH con t inues to ma in t a in the personnel r eco rds a n d a r r a n g e sa la ry 
p a y m e n t s on behalf of the Ins t i tu te . Ins t i tu te staff r ecords have b e e n 
incorporated into the ORION Personnel Management Sys tem opera ted by 
DCSH. 
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Industrial democracy 
T h e Ins t i tu t e h a s ye t to develop a formal industr ia l democracy p rogram. The 
relatively small size of the organisa t ion m e a n s tha t there is usual ly active 
Involvement by staff in m o s t of the Ins t i tu te ' s processes . 
More s t r u c t u r e d staff par t ic ipa t ion in decision m a k i n g h a s been developed 
t h r o u g h the a t t e n d a n c e of a n elected staff representat ive at Board meet ings; 
r egu l a r staff mee t ings , u sua l ly immediately after t he b imonthly Board 
mee t ings ; a n d consu l t a t i on wi th staff on a Divisional bas i s . 

Equal employment opportunity (EEO) 
T h e Ins t i tu t e ope ra t e s In accord with the objectives of the EEO program of the 
DCSH. This e n s u r e s non-d i sc r imina t ion and equal opportuni ty for everyone 
employed or seek ing employment . 
A staff m e m b e r h a s b e e n des igna ted to develop and progressively implement a 
p r o g r a m of EEO activit ies appropr ia te to the Ins t i tu te . This will inc lude 
eva lua t ion m e c h a n i s m s . 
Dur ing 1988-89 . DCSH con t inued to provide ass i s tance and access to EEO 
t ra in ing r e sou rce s d u r i n g t h e t rans i t ion to the Inst i tute 's program. 

A staff profile of the Ins t i tu te a s a t 3 0 J u n e h a s been prepared a n d the resu l t s 
a r e s h o w n in the following table. Because of the small n u m b e r s in each 
grouping, d isabled staff have no t been included in the table. Eight staff 
m e m b e r s h a v e repor ted s o m e degree of disability. 

Salary group NESB1 NESB2 ATSI Women Men Total staff 

A S O l and equJv ( $ 1 0 5 8 0 - $ 2 1 0 3 1 ) 1 _ _ 1 _ 1 
A S 0 2 a n d e q u i v ( $ 2 1 0 3 2 - $ 2 3 5 0 4 ) 1 - 4 2 6 
A S 0 3 and e q u i v ( $ 2 4 ) 7 4 - ^ 2 6 9 6 4 ) - 3 - 3 
A S 0 4 and e q u i v ( $ 2 6 9 6 5 - $ 2 9 9 4 1 ) - - 2 - 2 
A S O S a n d e q u i v ( $ 2 9 9 4 2 - $ 3 2 5 6 7 ) - - 4 3 7 
A S O O and e q u i v ( $ 3 2 5 6 8 - ^ 3 8 5 5 7 ) 5 - 7 9 1 6 
A S 0 7 and e q u i v ( $ 3 8 5 5 8 - $ 4 1 4 2 0 ) 1 - 3 3 6 
A S 0 8 a n d e q u i v ( $ 4 1 4 2 1 - $ 5 3 2 4 1 ) - 1 4 8 12 
M e d i c a l s t a f H $ 3 5 9 5 0 - $ 5 4 6 6 2 ) - - 2 3 5 
S E S a n d e q u i v ( $ 5 3 2 4 2 - $ 7 8 5 2 1 ) - - I 4 5 

T O T A L 8 1 0 3 1 3 2 6 3 

Key: NESB1—non-English-speaking background, first generation 
NESB2—non-English-speaking background, second generation 
ATSI—Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 

Inc luding those work ing on projects funded by grants received, 6 3 people a re 
employed by t h e Ins t i tu te ; 31 a re women a n d nine are from non-Engl ish 
speak ing b a c k g r o u n d s . O f t h e 2 5 re sea rch staff, eight a re female a n d five are 
from non-Engl i sh speak ing b a c k g r o u n d s . 

Ex te rna l P rogram staff a re n o t employed directly by the Ins t i tu te a n d a re no t 
inc luded above. 
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Institute Secretariat 
During the year, t he secre tar ia t functions were sepa ra t ed from Corpora te 
Services. This Organisational change was implemented to improve a n u m b e r of 
essent ia l functions, including liaison with the Minister a n d Par l iament , a n d 
the servicing o f the Board, the Ethics Commit tee a n d t h e National Commi t t ee 
o n Heal th a n d Vital Sta t is t ics . 

Responsibili ty for the general coordination of Ins t i tu te activities with o ther 
agencies, na t ional a n d in ternat ional , now also lies with the Secre tar ia t . 

In addit ion, the Secre tar ia t is ass i s t ing with the coordinat ion of t h e Ins t i tu te ' s 
external u n i t s . Work is a lso proceeding on the development of more formal 
l inks with o ther r e sea rch g roups modelled a long the l ines of the WHO 
collaborating cen t re a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

Dur ing the year, t h e Ins t i tu te ' s regular seminar p rog ram w a s e n h a n c e d a n d is 
now organised jointly with the Aus t ra l ian National University 's Nat ional 
Centre for Epidemiology a n d Populat ion Health. Since March, the re have b e e n 
eight s emina r s in th is jo in t ser ies . In addit ion, a fur ther eight s e m i n a r s were 
organised separate ly by the Ins t i tu te on special sub jec t s {Appendix 5). 

Publications 
The Ins t i tu te ' s publ ica t ions sect ion w a s reorganised a n d expanded In 
February 1989, a n d s t eps to lift t he Inst i tu te ' s publ ic profile have r e su l t ed in 
increased media coverage. T h e Ins t i tu te is being a p p r o a c h e d m o r e often b y 
jou rna l i s t s research ing hea l th i s sues . 

The m a i n feature o f the 1988-89 publ ica t ions p rog ram was the p roduc t ion of 
the Ins t i tu te ' s first biennial report , Australia's health, which was tabled in t h e 
Commonweal th Par l iament in November 1988. T h e repor t covered s u c h topics 
a s the changes in occurrence of d iseases , c a u s e s of dea th a n d expecta t ion of 
life; t he effects of age, sex, social s t a t u s a n d occupa t ion on heal th ; t he p r e s e n t 
scope a n d cost of hea l th services; hea l th technologies; a n d t h e likely c h a n g e s 
in hea l th a n d hea l th services a s the popula t ion ages . 

A feature chap te r o n Aboriginal hea l th resul ted In n u m e r o u s radio interviews 
in mos t S ta tes a n d Territories, a n d detailed repor t s in na t iona l n e w s p a p e r s . 

Several tert iary ins t i tu t ions a re us ing Australia's health i n hea l th - re la ted 
courses . The first edition h a s sold ou t a n d the Aus t ra l i an G o v e r n m e n t 
Publ ishing Service is repr int ing. 

Three volumes of the Ins t i tu te ' s Hospital utilisation and costs study were 
publ i shed in November 1988. D u e to widespread in teres t it was n e c e s s a r y to 
repr in t In J u n e . Another volume will be publ i shed in Sep tember 1989. 

Publicat ions p roduced dur ing 1988-89 a re shown in Append ix4 . A c u m u l a t i v e 
publ ica t ions list is in Appendix 8. 
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External programs 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit 
T h e Nat ional Per inata l S ta t i s t ics Uni t (NPSU) is a n external uni t o f the Ins t i tu te 
b a s e d in the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Health a t the University of Sydney. 
Dur ing 1988 -89 , t h e Uni t con t inued to develop na t ional per inata l d a t a 
s y s t e m s in col laborat ion wi th S ta te a n d Territory hea l th au thor i t ies a n d 
va r ious professional g r o u p s . All S ta t e s a n d Territories have now in t roduced 
pe r ina ta l da t a collect ions providing ma te rna l and neonata l da t a for all b i r th s . 
Represen ta t ives of the S t a t e s a n d Terri tories and professional organisa t ions 
par t i c ipa ted in the mee t ing of the National Perinatal Da ta Advisory Commit tee 
convened by t h e Uni t a t t he University of Sydney in February 1989. 
T h e Uni t ana lysed d a t a to a s s e s s the influence of r i sk factors on the ou tcome of 
p regnancy , to mon i to r t r e n d s in the incidence of congenital mal format ions a n d 
to eva lua te the t r e a t m e n t of infertile women by in-vitro fertilisation a n d o ther 
m e t h o d s of a s s i s t ed concept ion . 
In te rna t iona l col laborat ion in b i r th defects monitoring w a s main ta ined by 
par t ic ipa t ion in t h e activities of the Internat ional Clear inghouse for Birth 
Defects Moni tor ing S y s t e m s . T h e Unit ' s Director completed h i s second year a s 
c h a i r p e r s o n of the Clea r inghouse . 

An in te rna t iona l s t u d y o f the c a u s e s of hypospadias is near ing completion a n d 
a survey of r egu la t ions concern ing the u s e of the teratogenic drug , isotretinoin, 
a n d the o u t c o m e of p regnancy in t rea ted women was conduc ted a m o n g 
m e m b e r p r o g r a m s of t h e Clear inghouse . 

Resea rch s t u d i e s inc luded: 

• na t iona l t r e n d s in obstet r ic ca re by obste t r ic ians a n d general 
p rac t i t ioners ; 

• ana lys i s of na t iona l t r e n d s in per inata l mortality; 
• col laborat ion wi th Homebi r th Austral ia to ana lyse da t a on h o m e b i r ths 

a n d re la ted pe r ina ta l d e a t h s ; a n d 
• a survey of neona t a l in tensive care u n i t s with a view to developing a n 

a n n u a l r epo r t o n the r e su l t s of t rea tment . 

T h e Unit provided mater ia l to u s e r s of the computer ised bibliography of 
Aus t ra l i an pe r ina t a l s t u d i e s a n d prel iminary work began on a n anno ta t ed 
bibl iography of Aus t r a l i an pe r ina ta l s tudies . Recent publ ica t ions a n d o ther 
n e w s a re highl ighted in t h e Unit 's quar ter ly Perinatal Newsletter. 

Cons iderab le media exposure of the Unit 's work was gained th rough i t s s tud ies 
of in vitro ferti l isation (IVF) a n d gamete intra-fallopian transfer (GIFT) 
p regnanc ie s , a n d t r e n d s in c e s a r e a n b i r t h s . 

Dur ing t h e year , a n ex te rna l commit tee reviewed the NPSU's work a n d a t t he 
t ime of wri t ing the Ins t i tu te ' s Board is considering Ihe implementa t ion of a 
n u m b e r of t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 
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National Injury Surveillance and Prevention Project 
In 1986. the Ins t i tu te , DCSH a n d t h e Sou th Aus t ra l i an a n d Q u e e n s l a n d 
governments funded a three yea r pilot N a t i o n a l I n j u r y S u r v e i l l a n c e a n d 
P r e v e n t i o n P ro jec t (NISPP) which is being u n d e r t a k e n in conjunct ion with 
the Child Accident Prevention Founda t ion of Austra l ia . 

All S ta t e s a n d Territories except T a s m a n i a a n d the Nor the rn Territory, h a v e 
s ince joined the pilot a n d NISPP now collects d a t a on injuries t r ea ted a t 
accident a n d emergency d e p a r t m e n t s in 19 par t ic ipat ing hosp i ta l s . T h e 
na t ional coordinat ing un i t is located in the Epidemiology B r a n c h of the S o u t h 
Aust ra l ian Health Commission. 

The d a t a a r e coded a n d processed us ing a purpose-bu i l t software p a c k a g e 
which enables the p roduc t ion of cus tomised repor t s detai l ing the descr ipt ive 
epidemiology of injuries in all age g roups . As they identify t h e m a i n 
envi ronmenta l h a z a r d s predispos ing to injury, the r epor t s a re par t icu la r ly 
helpful to organisa t ions which have responsibi l i t ies for p l ann ing a n d 
implement ing injury control p rograms . 

As the value of the sys tem became evident, t he persona l c o m p u t e r b a s e d 
software b e c a m e widely sought th roughou t Austral ia a n d in ternat ional ly . 
Dur ing the year, the C a n a d i a n government in t roduced the s y s t e m In 
emergency d e p a r t m e n t s in a n u m b e r of C a n a d i a n hosp i ta l s . 

In March 1989, a media event in Adelaide celebrated t h e Inclus ion of the 
100,000th record in the sys tem. A presen ta t ion of ska t eboa rd safety 
equ ipmen t was m a d e to a high school s t u d e n t ( represent ing the 100 ,000 th 
case) who h a d suffered a fractured a r m while learn ing to ride a ska t eboa rd . 

A validation and reliability s tudy of the sys tem was u n d e r t a k e n dur ing the y e a r 
a t the Adelaide Chi ldren 's Hospital . A collaborative project with Worksafe 
Austral ia Is exarninlngthei i t i l i ty of the sys tem for recording informat ion a b o u t 
occupat ional Injuries which would no t otherwise be recorded in occupa t iona l 
safety s ta t is t ics . 

In addi t ion, a s g roundwork for its in t roduct ion a t t he Royal Darwin Hospital , 
the feasibility of the sys tem was s tudied a t t h a t cen t re in J a n u a r y a n d 
February 1989. 

A coders ' workshop w a s held in Adelaide in November 1988. In addi t ion, 
workshops for staff a n d u s e r s have been held in Melbourne a n d Br i sbane . 

A major concern over the year h a s been the need for secu re ongoing funding for 
injury surveil lance a n d prevent ion following the complet ion of the pilot project 
in J u n e 1989. Supp lemen ta ry funding of $100 ,000 , which h a d initially b e e n 
r ecommended a t a National F u t u r e Directions Workshop in Adelaide in 
November 1987. was received from the National Better Heal th Program In J u n e 
1989. Cont inua t ion funding for th ree m o n t h s unt i l Sep tember 1989 a t t h e 
existing level of opera t ions was also received from the Program. 

The Sou th Aust ra l ian Heal th Commission h a s con t r ibu ted to the s u c c e s s of 
the Project by supplying accommodat ion . Fl inders Medical Cen t r e h a s 
provided the NISPP Director on secondment . 
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D u r i n g the year, t he NISPP Director was awarded a WHO Travelling Fellowship 
which h e will t ake u p In 1989 a n d 1990. The Fellowship will s u p p o r t visits to 
key cen t r e s in E u r o p e a n d North America, a n d part ic ipat ion In several 
conferences a n d w o r k s h o p s . 

Dental Statistics and Research Unit 
T h e Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Unit (DSRU) completed its first year of 
opera t ion In March . 
T h e Uni t h a s achieved p rogress towards nat ional s tat is t ics on the dental 
labourforce u s i n g d a t a collected routinely a t t he a n n u a l re-registrat ion of 
d e n t i s t s . T h e 1989 collections from Sou th Austral ia . Tasman ia , the Nor thern 
Terr i tory a n d t h e Aus t ra l i an Capital Terri tory have been processed a n d draft 
pub l i ca t ions a r e in p repa ra t i on . 

New S o u t h Wales a n d Victoria a r e process ing their own 1989 collections a n d 
h a v e agreed to forward u n i t record d a t a to DSRU. After negotiat ions, 
a g r e e m e n t h a s b e e n r eached with Western Austral ia, where there was no 
collection in 1989 , to c o n d u c t t h e 1990 collection. Processing a n d report ing 
will b e done b y DSRU. 

Work is well u n d e r w a y o n the Directory of dented statistics and research. An 
inventory of den ta l d a t a collections h a s been completed, r aw mater ia l ga thered 
a n d a draft publ ica t ion is in p repara t ion . Submiss ions were m a d e to the ABS 
detai l ing the c a s e for inc luding appropr ia te dental ques t ions in the 1989-90 
Nat ional Heal th Survey. Unit record da ta from the 1987-88 Oral Health 
Survey c o n d u c t e d by DCSH h a s been t ransferred to the Unit . 

As p a r t of the s t u d y Labourforce Part icipation a n d Productivity of Dent is t s in 
Aus t ra l i a 1988, ques t i onna i r e s were sen t to more t h a n 1,100 den t i s t s dur ing 
October a n d November 1988 . Data process ing Is underway a n d a follow-up 
survey of n o n - r e s p o n d e r s is in p rogress . 
DSRU h a s b e e n respons ib le for the denta l component of the Aus t ra l i an 
Longi tudinal S t u d y on Ageing which is based a t the Centre for Ageing Studies , 
F l inders University. It repor ted on the denta l a spec t s of the Centre ' s 1988 pilot 
s t u d y in p r epa ra t i on for the implementa t ion of the ma in s tudy. The University 
of Adelaide h a s a w a r d e d the Uni t a r esea rch grant of $6 ,250 to suppor t field 
work for t h e s t u d y . 
T h e Unit w a s a l so successful in gaining a n NHMRC Public Health Research 
a n d Development Award for th ree yea r s from March 1989 to February 1992. 
T h e a w a r d will pe rmi t t h e development of the dental componen t of the s tudy on 
ageing, mainly invest igat ing the re la t ionship between oral d i sease a n d i ts 
social impac t in the elderly. 
T h e Uni t h a s b e e n involved also In the Child Dental Health Survey formerly 
conduc t ed by DCSH. A d i s cus s ion pape r on al ternat ive collection p rocedures 
w a s p r epa red for a mee t ing of S ta te directors of the school den ta l services in 
November 1988 . Par t ly a s a r e su l t of this, DSRU w a s cont rac ted to redesign the 
survey a n d given funding of $70 ,000 to implement it. The Unit h a s direct 
responsibi l i ty for p roces s ing the da t a from New Sou th Wales, t he Nor thern 
Terr i tory a n d the Aus t r a l i an Capital Territory. Da ta from the o ther S ta t e s are 
p rocessed by S t a t e au tho r i t i e s for t r ansmiss ion to the DSRU for na t iona l a n d 
State-specific repor t ing . 
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As well a s redesigning the survey, the Unit incorporated optical s c a n n i n g 
technology for process ing the ques t ionnai re a n d p repared survey guides for 
school denta l service staff in the Aust ra l ian Capital Territory, the Nor the rn 
Territory a n d New Sou th Wales. The Unit liaised with the di rectors of the school 
denta l services a b o u t the conduc t of the survey a n d held t ra ining s e s s i o n s to 
in t roduce the new procedures to den ta l service staff. 
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Australian Audit Office Audit Report 
22 December 1989 

The Honourab le the Minister 
for C o m m u n i t y Services a n d Health 

Par l iament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2 6 0 0 

Dear Minister 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH 
AUDIT REPORT ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
P u r s u a n t to sub - sec t i on 63M(2) of t h e Audit Act 1901 , t h e Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu t e 
of Heal th h a s submi t t ed for audi t repor t i t s financial s t a t e m e n t s for the yea r 
ended 30 J u n e 1989. These comprise a s t a t e m e n t of activity, s t a t e m e n t of 
capital accumula t ion , s t a t emen t of a s s e t s a n d liabilities, s t a t e m e n t of sou rces 
a n d appl ica t ions of funds, no tes to a n d forming p a r t of t h e f inancial 
s t a t emen t s , a n d certificate on financial s t a t e m e n t s . 

T h e s t a t e m e n t s have been p repa red In accordance with the policies ou (lined in 
Note 1 to t h e a c c o u n t s a n d in accordance with the Guidel ines for t h e F o r m a n d 
S t a n d a r d of Financial S t a t emen t s of Commonwea l th U n d e r t a k i n g s approved 
by the Minister for F inance . The s t a t emen t s a r e in the form approved by t h e 
Minister for F inance p u r s u a n t to sub - sec t ion 63M( 1) of the Audi t Act. Acopy of 
t h e financial s t a t e m e n t s is enclosed for your information. 

These s t a t e m e n t s have been aud i ted in conformance wi th the Aus t r a l i an 
National Audit Office Audit ing S t a n d a r d s . 
In accordance with sub-^section 63M(2) of t h e Audit Act. I n o w repor t t h a t t h e 
s t a t e m e n t s a re in agreement with the accoun t s a n d r eco rds of the Ins t i tu te , 
a n d in m y opinion: 

• t he s t a t e m e n t s a re b a s e d o n proper a ccoun t s a n d records , a n d 
• t h e receipt a n d expendi ture of moneys , a n d the acquis i t ion a n d d isposa l 

of a s se t s , by the Ins t i tu te dur ing the year have b e e n in acco rdance wi th 
the Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Health Act 1987. No moneys were inves ted by 
t h e Ins t i tu te du r ing the year. 

Yours sincerely 

Aus t ra l i an National Audit Office 

J . R. Mart in 
Ass i s tan t Audi tor -Genera l 
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Financial statements 
For the year ended 30 June 1989 

Certificate 
In o u r opinion, the accompany ing s t a t emen t s of the Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of 
Heal th cons i s t ing of: 

• S t a t e m e n t of Activity 
• S t a t e m e n t of Capi ta l Accumula t ion 
• S t a t e m e n t of Asse t s a n d Liabilities 
• S t a t e m e n t of S o u r c e s a n d Applications of F u n d s 
• Notes to a n d forming pa r t of the Financial S ta t emen t s 

which have b e e n m a d e o u t in accordance with the Guidelines for the F o r m and 
S t a n d a r d of F inancia l S t a t e m e n t s of Commonweal th Under takings : 

(1) S h o w fairly the opera t ions of the Ins t i tu te for the year ended 3 0 J u n e 
1989 

(ii) S h o w fairly the s t a t e of affairs of the Ins t i tu te a t 3 0 J u n e 1989 . 

Chairman Director 
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Statement of activity 
For the year ended 30 June 1989 

Revenue 
Par l iamentary appropr ia t ion 

R u n n i n g cos t s 
Plant a n d equ ipmen t 

Notes 1989 
$ 

3 ,631 ,000 
5 4 2 . 0 0 0 

1988 
$ 

3 .155 ,000 
2 5 2 , 0 0 0 

G r a n t s received 5 
4 , 1 7 3 . 0 0 0 

7 8 3 . 6 7 0 
3 .407 .000 

2 3 0 , 0 0 0 

less : Transfe r to S ta t emen t of Capital 
Accumula t ion for p u r c h a s e of capital i tems 

4 .956 .670 

6 5 7 . 2 8 9 

3 ,637 .000 

3 4 4 . 1 9 1 

Miscel laneous r evenue 6 
4 .299 .381 

2 2 7 . 8 5 9 
3 .292 .809 

17.331 

Total revenue 4 .527 ,240 3 .310 .140 

Expenses 
Salar ies 
Adminis t ra t ion expenses 
Research a n d development 
Net loss on sa le of n o n - c u r r e n t a s se t s 

3 
4 

2 .305 .151 
1,120,720 

737 .291 
0 

1.790.133 
9 3 7 . 0 9 3 
4 5 0 . 5 4 0 

5 .000 

Total e x p e n s e s 4 .163 .162 3 ,182 ,766 

S u r p l u s of r evenue over 
funded expendi tu re 

less : Provisions a n d other unfunded charges 
Depreciat ion 
Annua l leave 
Long service leave 
3 % S u p e r a n n u a t i o n benefit Kd) 

3 6 4 . 0 7 8 

2 0 5 . 4 4 3 
2 1 5 , 6 5 8 
139 ,415 

4 9 , 8 9 8 

127 ,374 

102 .053 
2 6 2 . 6 0 9 
2 5 5 . 0 8 5 

11 .593 

(Deficiency) before abnorma l i tems 
Abnormal I tems 

Annua l leave 
Long service leave 

11 
11 

(246,336) 

0 
0 

(503,966) 

(80,930) 
(101.710) 

(Deficiency) t ransferred to S ta t emen t 
of Capi tal Accumula t ion (246.336) (686.606) 

The accompany ing notes form a n integral pa r t of the Financia l S t a t e m e n t s 
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Statement of capital accumulation 
For the year ended 30 June 1989 

Notes 1989 1988 
$ $ 

Balance a t 1 J u r y 1988 9 ,852 
F u n d s t ransfer red from S t a t e m e n t of Activity: 

Acquisi t ion of capi ta l i t ems 10 657 .289 344 ,191 
Asse t s t ransfer red from t h e former 

D e p a r t m e n t of Heal th 0 352 ,267 
(Deficiency) t ransfer red 

from S t a t e m e n t of Activity (246,336) (686,606) 

Ba lance a t 30 J u n e 1989 t ransferred 
to S t a t e m e n t of Asse t s a n d Liabilities 4 2 0 , 8 0 5 9 ,852 

T h e a c c o m p a n y i n g n o t e s form a n integral part , of the Financial S t a t e m e n t s 
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Statement of assets and liabilities 
as at 30 June 1989 

Notes 1989 1988 
$ $ 

Capital accumula t ion 
Balance t ransferred from 

S t a t e m e n t of Capi tal Accumula t ion 4 2 0 , 8 0 5 9 ,852 

Represented by: 
Current a s s e t s 
Cash a t bank , on h a n d a n d on deposi t 
Interest receivable 
P repaymen t s 

3 1 2 , 2 6 9 
19 ,006 

127 ,105 

125 .959 
6 . 7 1 5 

10 .350 

Non-current a s s e t s 
Leasehold improvements 
Office equ ipmen t 
Fu rn i tu re a n d fittings 

7 
7 
7 

4 5 8 , 3 8 0 

44 ,971 
8 6 1 , 3 3 8 
134 ,941 

143 .024 

4 5 . 7 0 9 
4 1 3 . 2 0 8 
130 .488 

1.041,250 5 8 9 . 4 0 5 

Total a s s e t s 1.499.630 7 3 2 . 4 2 9 

Current l iabi l i t ies 
Income in advance 
Credi tors a n d acc rua l s 
Provision for a n n u a l leave 
Provision for long service leave 
Provision for 3 % S u p e r a n n u a t i o n benefit 

5 

I d 

169 .820 
130.741 
3 0 0 , 6 9 9 

3 0 . 0 0 0 
4 ,746 

0 
2 0 3 . 1 0 7 
2 1 4 . 4 5 6 
2 9 3 . 4 2 1 

0 

Non-current l iabil it ies 
Provision for long service leave 
Provision for 3 % S u p e r a n n u a t i o n benefit I d 

6 3 6 , 0 0 6 

3 8 6 . 0 7 4 
5 6 . 7 4 5 

7 1 0 . 9 8 4 

0 
11 .593 

4 4 2 . 8 1 9 11 .593 

Total l iabil i t ies 1.078,825 7 2 2 . 5 7 7 

Net a s s e t s 4 2 0 , 8 0 5 9 .852 

T h e accompanying notes form an integral pa r t of the Financial S t a t e m e n t s 
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Statement of sources and applications of funds 
For the year ended 30 June 1989 

Notes 

S o u r c e s of funds 
F u n d s from opera t ions 

Inflow of funds from opera t ions 
F u n d s from G o v e r n m e n t 

Pa r l i amenta ry appropr ia t ions 
R u n n i n g c o s t s 
P lan t a n d e q u i p m e n t 

G r a n t s received 
Misce l laneous r e v e n u e 

1989 
$ 

3 ,631,000 
542 ,000 
783 ,670 
227 ,859 

1988 
$ 

3 .155 .000 
2 5 2 , 0 0 0 
2 3 0 , 0 0 0 

17.331 

Outflows of funds from opera t ions expended 
in t h e provis ion of goods a n d services 

Asse t s t ransfer red from t h e former 
D e p a r t m e n t of Heal th 

Inc rea se in liabilities 
C u r r e n t liabilities 

Income in a d v a n c e 
Credi tors a n d a c c r u a l s 

Appl ica t ions of h inds 
Inc rease in a s s e t s 

C u r r e n t a s s e t s 
C a s h a t b a n k , on h a n d a n d on deposi t 
In te res t receivable 
P r e p a y m e n t s 

Non-cu r r en t a s s e t s 
Leasehold Improvement s 
Office e q u i p m e n t 
F u r n i t u r e a n d fittings 

Reduc t ion in liabilities 
C u r r e n t liabilities 

Credi tors a n d a c c r u a l s 
A n n u a l leave pa id 
Long service leave pa id 

10 

5 .184.529 3 .654,331 

4 ,163 .162 3 ,182,766 

1.021,367 

0 

186,310 
12.291 

116,755 

2 6 . 4 7 7 
615 .211 

15.601 

72 .366 
129,415 

16,761 

4 7 1 , 5 6 5 

352 ,267 

169,820 0 
0 2 0 3 , 1 0 7 

1,191,187 1.026.939 

125.959 
6 .715 

I 0 . 3 b 0 

60 .879 
490 ,410 
140,169 

0 
129.083 

63 .374 

1,191,187 1,026,939 

T h e a c c o m p a n y i n g no t e s form a n integral pa r t of the Financial S t a t e m e n t s 
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Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
For the year ended 30 June 1989 

1 S t a t e m e n t of account ing pol ic ies 

The financial s t a t emen t s of the Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health have been 
prepared in accordance with the Guidel ines for the F o r m a n d S t a n d a r d of 
Financial S t a t e m e n t s of Commonweal th Under tak ings ' i s sued by the 
Depar tmen t of F inance in February , 1985 (as amended) . They have been 
p repared on the b a s i s of historical cos t s a n d do no t take into a c c o u n t 
changing money va lues nor, except where s ta ted , cu r ren t va lua t ions of 
non -cu r r en t a s s e t s . Except whe re s ta ted, t he accoun t ing policies h a v e 
been consistent ly applied. 
Set o u t below is a s u m m a r y of the significant accoun t ing policies adop ted 
by the Ins t i tu te in the p repara t ion of the financial s t a t emen t s . 

(a) Income tax 
The Ins t i tu te is exempt from income tax imposed u n d e r a n y law of the 
Commonweal th or of a S la te or Terri tory by Section 2 6 of t h e 
Austra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health Act 1987. 

fb) Depreciat ion 
Fixed a s se t s , including leasehold improvements , a re deprecia ted over 
their es t imated useful lives, with depreciat ion commenc ing from t h e 
date of acquisi t ion. The straight- l ine me thod of depreciat ion is u sed . 
The gain or loss on disposal of a s se t s is calculated a s the difference 
be tween the writ ten down value of the a s se t a t t h e t ime of d isposal a n d 
the p roceeds of disposal , a n d is included in the resu l t of the Ins t i tu te 
in the year of disposal . 
Assets valued a t greater t h a n $500 a re capital ised. I tems u n d e r $ 5 0 0 
are expensed u n d e r the re levant expense category in the yea r of 
acquisi t ion. 

(c) Provis ions—employee e n t i t l e m e n t s 
These provisions relate to a n n u a l leave a n d long service leave a n d h a v e 
been calculated on the bas i s of p ro - r a t a en t i t l ements u n d e r 
appropr ia te awards , b a s e d on cu r r en t wages . Long service leave is 
provided for all employees with 10 yea r s or more eligible service or 
after 1 yea r s service where the employee h a s a t t a ined t h e m i n i m u m 
retir ing age . The provisions comprise c u r r e n t and n o n - c u r r e n t 
por t ions , the cu r r en t provision being the a m o u n t expecled to b e pa id 
within the nex t 12 m o n t h s . 

(d) Superannuat ion benef i ts 
In accordance with the S u p e r a n n u a t i o n Benefit Acl 1988, the 
Ins t i tu te h a s es tabl ished a provision for s u p e r a n n u a t i o n benefits to 
provide for a m o u n t s expected to be paid to employees b a s e d on the i r 
respective en t i t lements . This a r r a n g e m e n t is s epa ra t e from t h e 
Commonweal th S u p e r a n n u a t i o n Scheme (refer Note 2). 

29 



Annual report 1988-89 

T h e provision is b a s e d o n the relevant employer ra te of contr ibut ion 
appl ied to the employees ' a n n u a l salary a n d is adjus ted for an in teres t 
factor. T h e Ins t i tu te is requi red to finance benefit p a y m e n t s a s they fall 
d u e . 
T h e provision compr i ses cu r r en t a n d n o n - c u r r e n t por t ions , t he 
c u r r e n t provision being t h e a m o u n t expected to be paid wi thin the 
nex t twelve m o n t h s . 

(e) S e g m e n t report ing 
In t e r m s o f the provis ions of Austra l ian Accounting S t anda rd AAS 16: 
Financial Report ing by Segments , the Inst i tute 's activities re la te to a 
single i ndus t ry , hea l th s ta t i s t ics and resea rch . 

(f) R e s o u r c e s provided free of charge 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of Communi ty Services a n d Health (DCSH) provides 
admin is t ra t ive s u p p o r t to the Ins t i tu te for the ma in t enance of i ts 
pe r sonne l r eco rds . No charge is m a d e to the Ins t i tu te for th is service. 

2 Superannuat ion 

Staff a t t he Ins t i tu t e con t r ibu te to the Commonweal th S u p e r a n n u a t i o n 
S c h e m e . Employer con t r ibu t ions a re met by the Commonweal th . 

3 Admin i s t ra t ion e x p e n s e s 

1989 1988 
$ $ 

B a n k cha rges (716) 1.072 
C o n s u l t a n c y fees 84 .334 47 ,281 
Commi t t ee expense s 91 .156 30 ,715 
Freight 12.819 9 ,920 
Library ma te r i a l s 21 .094 33 ,121 
Pos tage 24 .981 1 1 , 0 0 3 
Pr int ing a n d publ ica t ions 125.922 4 8 , 2 5 7 
Rec ru i tmen t adver t is ing 7,272 39 ,300 
Rent 203 .456 77 ,316 
Repa i r s a n d main tenance—bui ld ing 34 .872 50 ,368 
C o m p u t e r m a i n t e n a n c e a n d c o n s u m a b l e s 151.733 168,929 
Te lephone 75 ,408 73 ,600 
Travel 155,549 245 ,706 
Workers compensa t ion 0 576 
Repa i r s a n d maintenance—office m a c h i n e s 10,620 6,061 
Motor vehicle h i re a n d m a i n t e n a n c e 13.868 9 .045 
Office r equ i s i t e s a n d misce l laneous 89 .767 8 4 , 8 2 3 
F u r n i t u r e a n d fittings 18,585 0 

1,120,720 9 3 7 , 0 9 3 
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4 Research and deve lopment 

1989 1988 
$ $ 

National Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project 2 6 6 , 2 8 6 177 ,337 
National Perinatal Stat is t ics Unit 346 ,154 2 0 2 , 3 9 9 
Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Uni t 114 ,851 6 5 , 8 0 4 
Othe r 10 ,000 5 ,000 

737 ,291 4 5 0 , 5 4 0 

5 Grants rece ived and income in advance 

Balance Funds Expenditure Balance 
1 Jury 1988 Received 3 0 J u n e 1989 

$ $ $ $ 
SECU 81.120 400.000 465.316 15.804 
AHMAC 236.100 234.688 1,412 
NHMRC 103.960 58,487 45.473 
HIC 16.600 16.600 -RADGAC 2.500 699 1.801 
NISPP 174.455 89,000 85.455 
NCADA 19.875 - 19.875 

81.120 953,490 864.790 169.820 

Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit (SECU) 

The Ins t i tu te received funds of $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 (1988—$220,000) from t h e 
DCSH for the operat ion of the Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit 
(SECU). T h e pr imary roles of SECU a r e to coordinate t h e na t iona l 
evaluat ion of b r ea s t a n d cervical cancer screening pilot projects a n d to 
a s s i s t in the development of strategy opt ions for na t ionwide sc reen ing 
p rog rams . T h e following i tems for SECU have b e e n incorpora ted in to t h e 
Financial S t a t emen t s : 

1989 1988 
$ $ 

Balance a t 1 J u l y 1988 8 1 . 1 2 0 -Receipts 4 0 0 . 0 0 0 2 2 0 . 0 0 0 
less expendi ture : 

Capital i t ems 0 3 3 , 5 6 5 
Salar ies 2 5 6 , 4 9 2 7 7 , 7 9 0 
Travel 5 8 . 2 6 5 2 2 . 1 7 5 
Consu l t ancy fees 19 ,630 1,427 
Other 130 .929 3 ,923 

4 6 5 , 3 1 6 138 ,880 

Balance a t 3 0 J u n e 1989 15 ,804 8 1 . 1 2 0 
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6 M i s c e l l a n e o u s revenue 

Inc luded In th i s i tem is $ 9 2 , 3 9 8 for the t rade-in of office equ ipmen t not 
capi ta l i sed in t h e previous financial yea r a n d $45 ,000 received from DCSH 
towards s ta t is t ica l collections resea rch . 

7 Non-current a s s e t s 

1989 1988 
$ $ 

Leasehold Improvements—at cost 87 ,356 60 ,879 
less A c c u m u l a t e d deprec ia t ion 42 ,385 15,170 

44 ,971 45 ,709 

Office equ ipmen t—at cost 1,105,621 490 ,410 
less Accumula t ed deprec ia t ion 244 ,283 77 ,202 

861 ,338 413 ,208 
F u r n i t u r e a n d fittings—at cos t 155,770 140.169 
less Accumula t ed deprecia t ion 20 .829 9 .681 

134,941 130.488 

Total n o n - c u r r e n t a s se t s—at ne t book va lue 1,041.250 5 8 9 . 4 0 5 

8 Members remunera t ion 

A total of $ 14,469 (1988—$12,086) was pa id to m e m b e r s of the Ins t i tu te In 
a c c o r d a n c e with d e t e r m i n a t i o n s o f the Remunera t ion Tr ibuna l . Included 
in th i s total a r e : 

1989 1988 
$ ' $ " 

S t i p e n d / s e s s i o n a l fees 12,545 9 ,244 
Travel a l lowances 1,777 2 .609 
O t h e r 147 2 3 3 

14.469 12,086 

Disclosed by t h e n u m b e r of m e m b e r s 
receiving s t i p e n d / s e s s i o n a l fees In the 
following b a n d : $ 0 — $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 4 4 

9 Audi tors remunera t ion 

No fee h a s been charged by t h e Aust ra l ian Audit Office (AAO) for services 
provided for the yea r e n d e d 3 0 J u n e 1989. A notional fee of $20 ,916 
(1988—$ 12.860) for aud i t services a n d $ 16.326 (1988—nil) for account ing 
services h a s b e e n advised b y the AAO. 
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10 Sources and appl icat ions of funds 

Reconciliation of funds from opera t ions with s u r p l u s of r evenue over 
funded expendi tu re before provis ions Is a s follows: 

1989 1988 
$ $ 

F u n d s from opera t ions 1,021,367 4 7 1 , 5 6 5 
Less: t ransfer to s t a t emen t of capital 
accumula t ion for p u r c h a s e of capital i tems 657 ,289 3 4 4 , 1 9 1 

S u r p l u s of r evenue over funded 
expendi ture a s pe r s t a t e m e n t of activity 364 ,078 127 .374 

11 Abnormal i t e m s 

The Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health w a s es tab l i shed a s a S t a tu to r y 
Authori ty on 1 J u l y 1987. Prior to th is da t e the Ins t i tu te opera ted a s a 
Division of DCSH. 
As a resul t of the Ins t i tu te ' s e s t ab l i shment it inher i ted provisions for 
a n n u a l a n d long service leave for employees which re la te to service wi th 
o ther government organisa t ions in prior years . T h e s e have been b r o u g h t to 
a c c o u n t a s abno rma l i t ems for 1988 in the S t a t e m e n t of Activity. 

12 C o m m i t m e n t s and c o n t i n g e n c i e s 

The es t imated m a x i m u m a m o u n t of c o m m i t m e n t s a n d cont ingent 
liabilities no t provided for in the accoun t s a s a t 3 0 J u n e 1989 are : 

1989 1988 
$ $ 

Operat ing lease commi tmen t s for office ren ta l 

The Ins t i tu te h a s a lease ren ta l agreement wi th 
the Aus t ra l ian Capital Territory Health Authori ty 
for u s e of office space a t Benne t t House , Royal 
C a n b e r r a Hospital . This lease agreement may b e 
t e rmina ted by ei ther par ty giving to the o ther s ix 
m o n t h s notice in writing. The commi tment 
r ep re sen t s s ix m o n t h s ren ta l from the da te 
of signing of t hese financial s t a t emen t s . 
Payable n o t later t h a n 12 m o n t h s . 209 ,310 98 .862 

There were n o cont ingent liabilities a s a t 3 0 J u n e 1989. 
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Legislation 
Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 
T h e Ins t i tu te opera tes a s a n independen t s ta tu tory au thor i ty u n d e r i t s own 
Act, t h e Australian Institute of Health Act 1987. The Act h a s been a m e n d e n d 
twice — by the Community Services and Health Legislation Amendment Act 
1988 a n d again on 2 8 J u n e 1989 a s Par t 2 of the Community Services and 
Health legislation Amendment Act 1989. The 1989 a m e n d m e n t s s t r e n g t h e n 
the safeguards of confidentiality in section 29 by imposing m o r e s t r ingent 
controls on the re lease of information by the Ins t i tu te . T h e general effect o f t he 
a m e n d m e n t s is to prevent the disclosure of Information con t ra ry to t h e 
condit ions u n d e r which it w a s suppl ied to the Ins t i tu te . T h e Ins t i tu te Act, wi th 
the 1989 a m e n d m e n t s highlighted by bold text, is r ep roduced overleaf. 

Direction under section 7 of the Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 
In ant ic ipat ion of the in t roduct ion of confidentiality a m e n d m e n t s , t h e 
Minister, hav ing consul ted with the C h a i r m a n of the Ins t i tu te in a c c o r d a n c e 
with subsec t ion 7(1) of the Act, i s sued a direction to t h e Ins t i tu te o n 2 8 
Sep tember 1988 . 

The direction required the Ins t i tu te no t to, a n d no t to pe rmi t a n y p e r s o n u n d e r 
i ts control to, divulge, commun ica t e or p roduce a n y information or d o c u m e n t , 
acquired in a m a n n e r referred to in subsec t ion 29( 1) o f the Act, to a n y pe r son if 
to do so would b e cont ra ry to a n y t e rm or condi t ion of a n agreement u n d e r 
which t h a t information or d o c u m e n t w a s provided to the Ins t i tu te . 

AIH Ethics Committee 
Regulat ions have been m a d e p u r s u a n t to subsec t ions 16(1) a n d (2) of The 
Australian Institute of Health Act 1987, p rescr ib ing the funct ions a n d 
composit ion of the Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health Ethics Commit tee (see page 
53). The Regulat ions requi re the Commit tee to moni to r a d h e r e n c e by t h e 
Ins t i tu te to ethical s t a n d a r d s , having regard to re levant ethical pr inciples; a n d 
to provide regu la r wri t ten r epor t s to the Ins t i tu te of i t s opin ions . 

Privacy Act 1988 
The Privacy Act 1988provides new levels of protect ion of privacy to all pe r sona l 
information held a n d processed by Commonweal th agencies , inc luding t h e 
Ins t i tu te . The Information Privacy Principles conta ined in the Act reinforce the 
confidentiality provisions in sect ion 2 9 of the Australian Institute of Health Act 
1987. 

T h e Privacy Act provides a lso for the NHMRC to develop privacy guidel ines for 
medical r e sea rch . As the Ins t i tu te ' s Ethics Commit tee m u s t opera te in 
accordance wi th the NHMRC-approved guidelines, t he Ins t i tu te h a s s o u g h t 
inpu t into their development . 

As required u n d e r sect ion 14, Principle 5 of the Privacy Act 1988, t h e Ins t i tu te 
h a s prepared a repor t to the Privacy Commiss ioner on all r eco rds of pe r sona l 
information in i ts control a s a t 3 0 J u n e 1989. 
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Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 
No. 41 of 1987 

Incoporating all amendments by legislation made to 30 June 1989 (to the 
extent that the legislation has come into operation by that date) 

TABLE OF PROVISIONS 
PART 1—PRELIMINARY 

Sect ion 

1. S h o r t title 
2 . C o m m e n c e m e n t 

3 . In te rp re ta t ion 

PART II—AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH 

Division 1—Establishment, Functions and Powers of Institute 

4 . E s t a b l i s h m e n t of Ins t i tu te 
5 . F u n c t i o n s of Ins t i tu te 
6 . Powers of Ins t i tu te 
7. Direc t ions by Minister 

Division 2—Constitution and Meetings of Institute 

8. Cons t i tu t ion of Ins t i tu te 
9. Acting m e m b e r s 
10. R e m u n e r a t i o n a n d a l lowances 
1 1 . Leave of a b s e n c e 
12. Res ignat ion 
13 . Te rmina t i on of a p p o i n t m e n t 
14. Disc losure of in te res t s 
15. Meetings 

Division 3—Committees of Institute 

16. Commi t t ee s 

Division 4—Director of Institute 

17. Director of Ins t i tu t e 

18. F u n c t i o n s of Director 

Division 5—Staff 

19. Staff 

PART III—FINANCE 

2 0 . Money to b e appropr ia ted by Par l iament 
2 1 . E s t i m a t e s 
2 2 . Money of Ins t i tu te 
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2 3 . Cont rac t s 
2 4 . Application of Par t XI of Audit Act 
2 5 . T r u s t money a n d t rus t proper ty 
26 . Exempt ion from taxat ion 

PART IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

27 . Delegation by Ins t i tu te 
2 8 . Delegation by Director 
2 9 . ConfldenOality 
30 . Restricted applicat ion of the Epidemiological Studies (Confidentiality) Act 

1981 
3 1 . Periodical r epor t s 
32 . Regulat ions 

Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 (As amended) 
No. 41 of 1987 

An Act to establish an Australian Institute of Health, and 
for related purposes 

[Assented to 5 June 1987 and 
incorporating ail amendments by 
legislation made to 30 June 1989 (to 
the extent that the legislation has 
come into operation by that date)] 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen , a n d the S e n a t e a n d t h e House of 
Representa t ives o f t h e Commonweal th of Austral ia , a s follows: 

PART 1—PRELIMINARY 
Short title 

1. This Act m a y b e cited a s the Australian Institute of Health Act 1987. 

Commencement 
2 . This Act shall come into operat ion o n a day to b e fixed by 

Proclamation. 

Interpretation 

3. (1) In th is Act, un l e s s the contrary in ten t ion a p p e a r s : 

"appoint" inc ludes re-appoint ; 
"Chairperson" m e a n s the Chai rperson o f the Ins t i tu te ; 
"Director" m e a n s the Director of the Inst i tute ; 
"Insti tute" m e a n s the Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th; 
"member" m e a n s a m e m b e r of the Inst i tute; 
"State Heal th Minister" m e a n s : 

(a) t h e Minister of the Crown for a S ta te ; 
fb) t h e Minister of the Australian Capital Territory; or 
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(c) t h e Minis ter of t h e Northern Territory; 
w h o i s responsible , or principally responsible , for the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of m a t t e r s relat ing to heal th in the State , the 
Austral ian Capital Territory or t h e Northern Territory, a s the case 
m a y be; 

" t rus t money" m e a n s money received or held by the Ins t i tu te o n t rust ; 
" t rus t proper ty" m e a n s p roper ty received or held by the Ins t i tu te on t rus t . 

(2J A reference in th is Act to the Chai rperson, the Director or a member, 
in re la t ion to a t ime w h e n a p e r s o n is ac t ing in the office of Chai rperson, 
Director, o r a member , inc ludes a reference to t h a t person . 

(3) T h e C h a i r p e r s o n may be referred to a s the C h a i r m a n or Chai rwoman, 
a s t h e c a s e r equ i r e s . 

PART II—AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH 
Division 1—Establishment, Functions and Powers of Institute 

Establishment of Institute 
4 . (1) T h e r e is hereby es tab l i shed a body to b e k n o w n a s the Aust ra l ian 

In s t i t u t e of Heal th . 

(2) T h e Ins t i tu te : 

(a) Is a body corpora te wi th pe rpe tua l success ion; 

(b) sha l l h a v e a c o m m o n seal; a n d 

(c) m a y s u e a n d b e s u e d i n i t s corporate n a m e . 

(3) All cou r t s , j u d g e s a n d p e r s o n s act ing judicially shall t ake judicial 
not ice o f t h e impr in t o f t he c o m m o n seal o f the Ins t i tu te affixed to a d o c u m e n t 
a n d shal l p r e s u m e t h a t it w a s du ly affixed. 

Functions of Institute 
5 . (1) T h e func t ions of t h e Ins t i tu te are : 

(a) to collect, with t h e ag reemen t of the Aust ra l ian Bureau of Stat is t ics 
a n d . If necessa ry , with the Bureau ' s a s s i s t ance , heal th- re la ted 
informat ion a n d s ta t is t ics , w h e t h e r by itself or in associat ion with other, 
bod ies or pe r sons ; 

(b) to p r o d u c e hea l th- re la ted information a n d stat is t ics , whe ther by itself 
o r in assoc ia t ion with o the r bodies or persons ; 

(c) to co-ord ina te the collection a n d product ion of heal th-re la ted 
informat ion a n d s ta t i s t ics by o ther bodies or persons ; 

(d) to provide ass i s t ance , including financial ass i s tance , for the collection 
a n d p roduc t i on of hea l th- re la ted information a n d s ta t i s t ics by o ther 
bod ies or pe r sons ; 

(e) to develop m e t h o d s a n d u n d e r t a k e s tud ies designed to a s s e s s the 
provision, u se , cost a n d effectiveness of hea l th services a n d heal th 
technologies; . . . . . . . 
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(f) to conduc t a n d promote resea rch Into the h e a l t h of t h e people of 
Aust ra l ia a n d their hea l th services; 

(g) to develop, in consu l ta t ion with the Aus t ra l i an B u r e a u of Sta t is t ics , 
specialised stat ist ical s t a n d a r d s a n d classifications re levant to hea l th 
a n d hea l th services, a n d advise the Bureau o n t h e da t a to b e u s e d by it 
for the p u r p o s e s of heal th-re la ted s ta t is t ics ; 

(h) subject to sect ion 29 , to enable r e sea rche r s to have access to 
heal th- re la ted information a n d s tat is t ics held by the Ins t i tu te or by 
bodies or p e r s o n s wi th w h o m con t rac t s or a r r a n g e m e n t s have b e e n 
entered into by the Inst i tute; 

(J) to pub l i sh methodological a n d subs tan t ive r epor t s on work carr ied o u t 
by or in associa t ion with the Inst i tute ; 

(k) to m a k e r ecommenda t ions to the Minister on the prevent ion a n d 
t r ea tmen t of d i seases a n d the improvement a n d promot ion of the h e a l t h 
a n d hea l th awarenes s of the people of Austral ia ; a n d 

(m) to do any th ing incidental to any of the foregoing. 

(2) In subsec t ion 0): 

"heal th-rela ted information a n d s ta t is t ics" m e a n s informat ion a n d 
s ta t i s t ics collected a n d p roduced from da t a re levant to hea l th or h e a l t h 
services; 

"production" m e a n s compilation, ana lys i s a n d d issemina t ion . 

(3) Subsec t ion (1) is n o t in tended to limit t h e funct ions of the Aus t r a l i an 
Bureau of Stat is t ics . 

Powers of Institute 
6. T h e Ins t i tu te h a s power to do all th ings neces sa ry or convenient to b e 

done for or in connect ion with the per formance of i ts funct ions a n d , in 
part icular , h a s power: 

(a) to en te r into con t rac t s or a r r angemen t s , including con t rac t s or 
a r r a n g e m e n t s with bodies or pe r sons to per form funct ions on behal f of 
the Inst i tute ; 

fb) to acquire , hold a n d dispose of real or pe r sona l property; 

(c) to occupy, u s e a n d control any land or bui ld ing owned or he ld u n d e r 
lease by the Commonweal th a n d m a d e available for the p u r p o s e s of t h e 
Inst i tute ; 

(d) to appoin t agen t s a n d a t to rneys a n d act a s a n agent for o ther p e r s o n s ; 

(e) to accep t gifts, g ran ts , devises a n d b e q u e s t s made to the Ins t i tu te , 
w h e t h e r on t rus t or otherwise, a n d to act a s t rus tee of money or o the r 
proper ty vested in the Ins t i tu te on t rus t ; 
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(f) subjec t to sect ion 29 , to : 

(i) re lease d a t a to o the r bodies or pe rsons ; a n d 

(ii) pub l i sh t h e r e su l t s of any of i ts work; a n d 

(g) to do a n y t h i n g incidental to a n y of i ts powers . 

Directions by Minister 
7 . (1) T h e Minister may, after consul ta t ion with the Cha i rperson and 

e a c h of t h e S t a t e Heal th Ministers , by notice in writing delivered to the 
Cha i rpe r son , give a direction to the Ins t i tu te with respect to the per formance of 
i t s funct ions or t h e exercise of i ts powers . 

(2) T h e Ins t i tu t e shal l comply with any direction given u n d e r subsec t ion 
(1). 

Division 2—Constitution and Meetings of Institute 
Constitution of Institute 

8 . (1) Subjec t to subsec t ion (2), t he Ins t i tu te shall cons is t of the 
following m e m b e r s : 

(a! the Cha i rpe r son ; 

(b) t h e Director; 

(cj 3 m e m b e r s n o m i n a t e d by the Aust ra l ian Health Ministers ' Advisory 
Counci l ; 

(d) t h e Aus t ra l i an Stat is t ic ian; 

(e) the Secre tary to the Depar tment ; 

(1) a m e m b e r nomina t ed by the Public Health Association of Austral ia a n d 
New Zealand; 

(g) 3 m e m b e r s nomina t ed by the Minister; 

(h) a m e m b e r n o m i n a t e d b y the Consumers ' Health Fo rum of Austra l ia . 

(2) If t h e p e r s o n referred to In pa r ag raph (1) (d) or (e) is not available to 
serve a s a m e m b e r o f the Ins t i tu te , t h a t pe r son shall nomina te a pe r son to b e a 
m e m b e r of the Ins t i tu te in lieu of himself or herself. 

(3) T h e pe r fo rmance of the funct ions, or the exercise of the powers , o f the 
In s t i t u t e is n o t affected by r e a s o n only of: 

(a) a vacancy in t h e office of a m e m b e r referred to in pa r ag raph (1) (a), (b)or 
(«; 

(b) the n u mbe r of m e m b e r s referred to in pa r ag raph (c) or (g) falling below 3 
for a per iod of n o t more t h a n 6 m o n t h s . 

(c) a vacancy in the office o f the m e m b e r referred to in pa rag raph (1) (d) or 
(e) or the m e m b e r (if any) nomina t ed in lieu of tha t m e m b e r u n d e r 
s u b s e c t i o n (2). 
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(4) The following subsec t ions have effect in relat ion to a m e m b e r o the r 
t h a n a m e m b e r referred to in p a r a g r a p h (1) (b). (d) or (e). 

(5) Subject to th is section, a m e m b e r shall b e appoin ted by t h e 
Governor-General , a n d shall be appoin ted o n a full-time or pa r t - t ime b a s i s for 
s u c h period, no t exceeding 3 years , a s is specified in the i n s t r u m e n t of 
appoin tment . 

(6) A pe r son who h a s a t ta ined the age of 6 5 yea r s shal l n o t hold office a s a 
m e m b e r on a lull-time bas i s . 

(7) A member holds office on s u c h t e r m s a n d condi t ions (if any) in r e spec t 
of ma t t e r s no t provided for by th is Act a s a re de te rmined by t h e 
Governor- G eneral . 

(8) T h e appo in tmen t of a m e m b e r is not invalid b e c a u s e of a defect or 
irregularity In connect ion with the member ' s nomina t ion or a p p o i n t m e n t . 

Acting members 
9 . (1) T h e Minister may appoin t a pe r son to act in the office of 

Chai rperson , of Director, or of member (other t h a n the Cha i rpe r son or 
Director): 

(a) du r ing a vacancy in the office, whe the r or no t a n a p p o i n t m e n t h a s 
previously been m a d e to the office: or 

(b) d u r i n g any period, or du r ing all per iods, w h e n the holder o f the office is 
a b s e n t from du ty or from Austral ia or is, for a n y o ther r eason , u n a b l e to 
perform the funct ions of the office: 

b u t a pe r son appoin ted to act du r ing a vacancy shall n o t con t inue so to ac t for 
more t h a n 12 m o n t h s . 

(2) A pe r son may resign appo in tmen t u n d e r th is sect ion by i n s t r u m e n t in 
writing delivered to the Minister. 

(3) An appo in tmen t may b e expressed to have effect only in s u c h 
c i r cums tances a s a re specified in the i n s t r u m e n t of appo in tmen t . 

(4) T h e Minister may: 

(a) de te rmine the t e rms a n d condit ions of appo in tment , inc lud ing 
r e m u n e r a t i o n a n d allowances, if any, of a p e r s o n ac t ing u n d e r 
subsec t ion (1); a n d 

(b) t e rmina te s u c h a n appo in tmen t a t any t ime. 

(5) Where a pe rson is act ing in a n office a n d the office becomes v a c a n t 
while tha t p e r s o n is so acting, then , subject to subsec t ion (3), t he p e r s o n m a y 
con t inue so to act until the Minister o therwise di rects , t he vacancy is filled or a 
period of 12 m o n t h s from the da t e on which the vacancy occur red expires , 
whichever first h a p p e n s . 

(6) While a pe r son is act ing in a n office, the p e r s o n h a s a n d m a y exercise 
all the powers , a n d shal l perform all the functions a n d du t ies , o f t h e holder of 
t h e office. 
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(7) Any th ing d o n e by or in re la t ion to a pe r son purpor t ing to ac t u n d e r 
t h i s sec t ion i s n o t invalid by r e a s o n only tha t : 

(a) t h e occas ion for the appo in tmen t of the pe r son h a d no t ar isen; 

(b) t he r e w a s a defect o r i rregulari ty in or in connect ion with the 
a p p o i n t m e n t ; 

(c) the a p p o i n t m e n t h a d ceased to have effect; or 

(d) the occas ion for the pe r son to act h a d no t a r i sen or h a d ceased. 

Remuneration and allowances 
1 0 . (1) Un le s s otherwise prescr ibed, a member shall be pa id s u c h 

r e m u n e r a t i o n a s is de te rmined by t h e Remunera t ion Tr ibuna l . 

(2) A m e m b e r shal l b e paid s u c h al lowances a s are prescr ibed. 

(3) Th i s sect ion h a s effect subject to the Remuneration Tribunals Act 
1973. 

Leave of absence 
1 1 . T h e Minis ter may gran t leave of absence to a member o n s u c h t e rms 

a n d cond i t ions a s to r e m u n e r a t i o n or o therwise a s the Minister de te rmines . 

Resignation 
1 2 . A m e m b e r m a y res ign by i n s t r u m e n t in writing delivered to t h e 

G over no r -G enera l . 

Termination of appointment 
1 3 . (1) T h e Governor-Genera l may t e rmina te the appo in tmen t of a 

m e m b e r b e c a u s e of misbehav iour or physical or men ta l incapacity. 

(2) If a m e m b e r : 

(a) b e c o m e s b a n k r u p t , appl ies to take the benefit of any lav/ for t h e relief of 
b a n k r u p t or Insolvent deb tors , c o m p o u n d s with creditors or a s s igns 
r e m u n e r a t i o n for their benefit; 

fb) w i thou t r e a s o n a b l e excuse , con t ravenes sect ion 14; 

(c) be ing a full-time m e m b e r w h o is pa id r emune ra t i on u n d e r th i s Part : 

(i) engages In pa id employment outs ide h i s or her du t ies wi thou t t h e 
c o n s e n t of the Minister; or 

(ii) i s a b s e n t from du ty , wi thout leave by the Minister for 14 
consecut ive days or for 28 days in any period of 12 m o n t h s ; or 

(d) be ing a pa r t - t ime member , is absen t , wi thout leave by the Minister, 
from 3 consecut ive meet ings o f t h e Ins t i tu te ; 

t h e Governor -Genera l m a y t e rmina te the appo in tmen t o f t h e member . 
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(3) Where : 

(a) a member h a s been appointed u n d e r p a r a g r a p h 8(1 )(c) or (0 or 
subsec t ion 8(2) on the nomina t ion of a b o d y or pe rson referred to in t h a t 
p a r a g r a p h or subsect ion, a s the case may be, a n d the body or p e r s o n 
notifies t h e Minister in writing t h a t the nomina t ion is wi thdrawn; or 

(b) a m e m b e r h a s been appoin ted u n d e r p a r a g r a p h 8(l)(g) o n t h e 
nomina t ion of the Minister a n d the Minister wi thdraws h i s or h e r 
nomina t ion of the member ; 

t h e Governor-General may t e rmina te the appo in tmen t of the member . 

Disclosure of interest 
14. (1) A member who h a s a direct or indirect Interest , p e c u n i a r y or 

otherwise, in a ma t t e r be ing considered or abou t to be cons idered by t h e 
Inst i tute , being a n in teres t t ha t would conflict with t h e proper per formance of 
the m e m b e r ' s functions in relation to t h e cons idera t ion o f the mat ter , shal l , a s 
soon a s pract icable after the re levant facts have come to the knowledge of t h e 
member , disclose the n a t u r e of the In teres t a t a mee t ing of the Ins t i tu te . 

(2) A disc losure u n d e r subsec t ion (1) shall be recorded in the m i n u t e s of 
t h e meet ing. 

(3) This sect ion does not apply to a n Interest of a m e m b e r referred to in 
p a r a g r a p h 8(l)(c) or (I) or (a) or a m e m b e r nomina t ed u n d e r subsec t ion 8(2). 
be ing a n in teres t t h a t the m e m b e r h a s by r e a s o n only of hav ing b e e n 
nomina ted by a body or pe rson referred to In t h a t p a r a g r a p h or subsec t ion . 

Meetings 
15. (1) Subject to th is section, meet ings of the Ins t i tu te shal l b e he ld a t 

s u c h times a n d places a s the Ins t i tu te de te rmines . 

(2) T h e Ins t i tu te shall meet a t leas t once every 4 m o n t h s . 

(3) T h e Chai rperson: 

(a) may a t any time convene a meeting; a n d 

(b) shall convene a meet ing o n receipt of a wri t ten r eques t s igned by no t 
fewer t h a n 3 member s . 

(4) The Minister m a y convene s u c h meet ings a s the Minister cons ide r s 
necessary . 

(5) At a meet ing: 

(a) if the Cha i rperson is present , t he Cha i rperson shall pres ide; 

(b) if the Chai rperson is absen t , the m e m b e r s p re sen t shall appo in t one of 
their n u m b e r to preside; 
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(d) all q u e s t i o n s shall b e decided by a majority o f the votes of the m e m b e r s 
p r e s e n t a n d voting; a n d 

(e) t h e m e m b e r p res id ing h a s a deliberative vote and , if necessary , a lso h a s 
a ca s t i ng vote. 

(6) T h e Ins t i tu te shal l keep m i n u t e s of i ts proceedings . 

(7) T h e Ins t i tu t e sha l l regula te t h e p rocedure of i ts meet ings a s it t h i n k s 
tit. 

Division 3—Committees of Institute 

Committees 
1 6 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te shal l appo in t a commit tee to be k n o w n a s t h e 

Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Health E th ics Commit tee . 

(2) T h e funct ions a n d composi t ion o f t h e Ethics Committee shall be a s 
p resc r ibed . 

(3) Regula t ions sha l l no t b e m a d e for the pu rpose of subsec t ion (2) except 
in a c c o r d a n c e with a r e commenda t i on of the National Health a n d Medical 
R e s e a r c h Counci l . 

(4) T h e Ins t i tu t e may appo in t s u c h o ther commit tees a s it t h inks fit to 
a s s i s t i t i n performing i t s funct ions . 

(5) T h e funct ions a n d composi t ion of a commit tee appoin ted u n d e r 
s u b s e c t i o n (4) sha l l b e a s de te rmined from time to time in writing by the 
Ins t i t u t e . 

(6) T h e succeed ing subsec t i ons of this section apply in relation to a 
commi t t ee appo in ted u n d e r subsec t ion (1) or (4). 

(7) T h e m e m b e r s of a commit tee may include m e m b e r s of the Ins t i tu te . 

(8) A m e m b e r of a cornmittee ho lds office for s u c h period a s is specified in 
the i n s t r u m e n t of appo in tmen t . 

(9) A m e m b e r of a commit tee may resign by i n s t r u m e n t in writing 
delivered to t h e Ins t i t u t e . 

(10) Except whe re the Minister otherwise directs in writing, a member of a 
commi t t ee shal l b e pa id s u c h r emune ra t i on a s is de termined by the 
R e m u n e r a t i o n T r ibuna l . 

(11) A m e m b e r of a commit tee (other t h a n a member of the Inst i tu te) shall 
b e pa id s u c h a l lowances a s a r e prescr ibed. 

(12) Subsec t i ons (9) a n d (10) have effect subject to the Remuneration 
Tribunals Act 1973. > < 1 

44 



Legislation 

(13) Sect ion 14 appl ies in re la t ion to a commit tee a s if: 

(a) references in tha t sect ion to a member were references to a m e m b e r of 
the committee: a n d 

(b) references in t h a t sect ion to t h e Ins t i tu te were references to t h e 
commit tee . 

Division 4—Director of Institute 
Director of Institute 

17. (1) The re shall be a Director of the Ins t i tu te . 

(2) The Director shall be appoin ted by the Minister o n t h e 
r ecommenda t ion of the Ins t i tu te . 

(3) T h e Director shal l b e appointed on a full-time or pa r t - t ime b a s i s for 
s u c h period, n o t exceeding 5 years , a s is specified in the i n s t r u m e n t of 
appoin tment . 

(4) A p e r s o n who h a s a t t a ined the age of 6 5 yea r s shal l n o t be appo in t ed 
a s Director a n d a pe r son shall no t b e appointed a s Director for a per iod t h a t 
ex tends beyond the da t e on which h e or she will a t t a in the age of 6 5 y e a r s . 

(5) T h e Director holds office on s u c h t e r m s a n d condi t ions (if any) in 
respec t of m a t t e r s no t provided for by th is Act a s a re de t e rmined by t h e 
Minister 

(6) T h e appo in tmen t of the Director is no t invalid b e c a u s e of a defect or 
irregularity in connect ion with the appo in tmen t or the r ecommenda t i on by t h e 
Ins t i tu te . 

(7) T h e Director shall no t be p r e s e n t du r ing any deliberat ion, or t ake p a r t 
in a n y decision, of the Ins t i tu te with respec t to the appo in tmen t o f the Director. 

(8) Sec t ions 11 a n d 14 apply to the Director. 

(9) Sect ions 12 a n d 13 apply to the Director a s if references in t h o s e 
sect ions to the Governor-Genera l were references to t h e Minister. 

Functions of Director 
18. (1) T h e Director shall m a n a g e t h e affairs of the Ins t i tu te sub jec t to 

the di rect ions of, a n d in accordance with policies de te rmined by, t h e Ins t i tu te . 

(2) All a c t s a n d th ings done in the n a m e of, or on behalf of, t h e Ins t i tu t e by 
the Director sha l l be deemed to have been done by the Ins t i tu te . 

Division 5—Staff 
Staff 

19 . (1) T h e staff required for t h e p u r p o s e s of th is Act shal l b e — 

(a) p e r s o n s appoin ted or employed u n d e r the Public Service Act 1922; a n d 

(b) p e r s o n s appoin ted or employed by the Ins t i tu te . 
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(2) T h e Director h a s all t he powers of a Secre tary u n d e r the Public Service 
Act 1922, so far a s t hose powers re la te to the b r a n c h of the Public Service 
compr i s ing t h e staff referred to in p a r a g r a p h (l)(a), a s if tha t b r a n c h were a 
s e p a r a t e D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e Public Service. 

(3) T h e Ins t i tu t e may engage a s advisers or consu l t an t s pe r sons having 
su i t ab le qual if icat ions a n d experience. 

(4) T h e t e r m s a n d condi t ions of appo in tmen t or employment of member s 
of t h e staff referred to In p a r a g r a p h (l)fb) a re s u c h a s a re de termined by t h e 
In s t i t u t e wi th t h e approval of the Public Service Board. 

(5) T h e t e r m s a n d condi t ions of engagement of advisers or c o n s u l t a n t s 
a r e s u c h a s a r e de t e rmined by t h e Ins t i tu te . 

PART III—FINANCE 
Money to be appropriated by Parliament 

2 0 . (1) The re is payab le to the Ins t i tu te s u c h money a s is appropr ia ted by 
the Pa r l i amen t for t h e p u r p o s e s o f t h e Ins t i tu te . 

(2) T h e Minister for F inance m a y give direct ions a s to the m e a n s in which, 
a n d t h e t imes a t which , m o n e y referred to in subsec t ion (1) is to be pa id to the 
Ins t i t u t e . 

Estimates 
2 1 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu t e shal l : 

(a) p r e p a r e e s t ima te s of the receipts a n d expendi ture of the Ins t i tu te in 
s u c h form a s the Minister d i rects for: 

(i) e a c h financial year; a n d 

(11) a n y o the r per iod specified by the Minister; a n d 

(b) lodge e s t i m a t e s with the Minister within s u c h t ime a s t h e Minister 
d i rec ts . 

(2) E s t i m a t e s u n d e r sect ion (1) shall not include es t imates of receipts or 
e x p e n d i t u r e of t r u s t money . 

(3) T h e money o f the Ins t i tu te , o ther t h a n t r u s t money, shall be expended 
only in a c c o r d a n c e wi th e s t ima tes approved by the Minister. 

Money of Institute 
2 2 . (1) T h e m o n e y of the Inst ihate cons i s t s of: 

(a) m o n e y p a i d to t h e Ins t i tu te u n d e r sect ion 20; a n d 

(b) a n y o t h e r money, o ther t h a n t rus t money, paid to the Ins t i tu te . 

(2) T h e m o n e y of the Ins t i tu te shall be applied only: 
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(a) In p a y m e n t or d ischarge of the expenses , charges , obl igat ions a n d 
liabilities incur red or u n d e r t a k e n by the Ins t i tu te in the pe r fo rmance of 
i ts funct ions a n d the exercise of i t s powers; 

fb) in p a y m e n t of r e m u n e r a t i o n a n d al lowances payab le u n d e r th i s Act; 
a n d 

(c) in m a k i n g any other p a y m e n t s required or pe rmi t ted to b e m a d e by the 
Ins t i tu te . 

Contracts 
2 3 . T h e Ins t i tu te shal l not , except with the wri t ten approval of t h e 

Minister: 

(a) en te r into a con t rac t involving the paymen t or receipt by t h e Ins t i tu te of 
a n a m o u n t exceeding $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 or s u c h h igher a m o u n t a s i s 
prescr ibed; or 

(b) en te r into a lease of l and for a period of 10 y e a r s or more . 

Application of Part XI of Audit Act 
2 4 . (1) T h e Inst i tu te is a publ ic au thor i ty to which Division 3 of Par t XI of 

t h e Audit Act 1901 appl ies . 

(2) A repor t p repared u n d e r section 63M of the Audit Act 1901 (as t h a t 
sect ion appl ies by vir tue of subsec t ion (1)) shall , i n respec t of e a c h direct ion 
given u n d e r subsec t ion 7(1) tha t is applicable to the period to which the r epor t 
re la tes , include: 

(a) pa r t i cu la r s of the direction; or 

(b) where the Ins t i tu te cons iders t h a t the pa r t i cu la r s conta in informat ion 
concern ing a pe r son or are of a confidential n a t u r e — a s t a t e m e n t t h a t a 
direction w a s given. 

Trust money and trust property 
2 5 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te : 

(a) shall pay t rus t money Into a n accoun t or a c c o u n t s referred to in 
subsec t ion 63J(1) of the Audit Act 1901 (as t h a t subsec t ion appl ies by 
vir tue of subsec t ion 24(1)) containing n o m o n e y o ther t h a n t r u s t 
money; 

fb) shall apply or deal with t r u s t money a n d t r u s t p roper ty only in 
accordance with the powers a n d dut ies o f t h e Ins t i tu te a s t rus tee ; a n d 

(c) may only invest t rus t money: 

(i) in any m a n n e r in which the Ins t i tu te is au thor i sed to invest t h e 
money by the t e rms of the t rus t ; or 

(ii) i n any m a n n e r in which t r u s t money m a y b e lawfully inves ted . 
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(2) Sec t ions 63K a n d 63L of the Audit Act 1901 (as those sect ions apply by 
v i r tue of s u b s e c t i o n 24(1)) have effect a s If: 

(a) a reference in t hose sec t ions to moneys included a reference to t rus t 
money; 

(b) a reference in t hose sec t ions to t r ansac t ions or to t r ansac t ions a n d 
affairs inc luded a reference to t r ansac t ions , or to t r ansac t ions a n d 
alt a i rs , re la t ing to t r u s t money or to t r u s t property; and 

(c) a reference in t hose sec t ions to a s s e t s included a reference to t rus t 
p roper ly . 

Exemption from taxation 
2 6 . T h e income, proper ty a n d t r ansac t ions of the Ins t i tu te are not subject 

to taxa t ion ( including taxat ion u n d e r the Bank Account Debits Tax Act 1982) 
u n d e r any law of the Commonwea l th or of a S ta te or Territory. 

PART IV—MISCELLANEOUS 
Delegation by Institute 

2 7 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu t e may, e i ther generally or a s otherwise provided by 
t h e i n s t r u m e n t of delegation, by writ ing u n d e r its common seal: 

(a) delegate to a member ; 

(b) delegate to a m e m b e r of the staff of the Inst i tute; a n d 

(c) wi th the approval of the Minister—delegate to any other pe r son or body; 
all or a n y of t h e Ins t i tu te ' s powers or funct ions u n d e r th is Act, o ther t h a n this 
power of delegat ion. 

(2) A power or function so delegated, w h e n exercised or performed by the 
delegate , shal l , for the p u r p o s e s of th i s Act, b e deemed to have been exercised 
or per formed b y t h e Ins t i tu te . 

(3) A delegat ion does no t p reven t the exercise of a power or per formance 
of a funct ion by the Ins t i tu te . 

Delegation by Director 
2 8 . (1) T h e Director may, e i ther generally or a s otherwise provided by the 

i n s t r u m e n t of delegat ion, by i n s t r u m e n t in writing: 

(a) delegate to a member ; 

fb) delegate to a m e m b e r of the staff of the Inst i tute; or 

(c) wi th the approval of the Minister—delegate to any other pe rson or body; 
all or a n y o f the Director 's powers a n d functions u n d e r this Act, o ther t h a n this 
power of delegat ion. 

(2) A power or function so delegated, w h e n exercised or performed by the 
delegate , shall , for the p u r p o s e s of th i s Act, be deemed to have been exercised 
or per formed b y t h e Director. 
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(3) A delegation does not prevent the exercise of a power o r pe r fo rmance 
of a function by the Director. 

Confidentiality 
2 9 . (1) Subject to th is section, a pe r son (in th i s subsec t ion called 

"informed person") who h a s : 

(a) a n y information concerning ano the r p e r s o n (which p e r s o n is in th i s 
sect ion called a n "information subject"), be ing informat ion acqu i red b y 
the informed pe r son b e c a u s e of: 

(1) holding a n office, engagement or appo in tmen t , o rbe ingemployed , 
u n d e r th is Act; 

(ii) performing a du ty or function, or exercising a power, u n d e r or i n 
connec t ion with th i s Act; or 

(ill) doing any act or th ing u n d e r a n ag reemen t or a r r a n g e m e n t 
en te red into by the Inst i tute ; or 

fb) a n y d o c u m e n t relat ing to ano the r pe rson (which p e r s o n i s in th i s 
sect ion also called a n "information subject"), be ing a d o c u m e n t 
furn ished for the p u r p o s e s of th is Act; 

shall not . except for t h e p u r p o s e s of th is Act. e i ther directly or indirectly: 

(c) m a k e a record of any of t h a t information or divulge or c o m m u n i c a t e a n y 
of tha t information to any pe r son (including a n informat ion subject); 

(d) p roduce t h a t d o c u m e n t to a n y pe r son (including a n informat ion 
subject); or 

(e) be required to divulge or communica te a n y of t h a t informat ion to a 
cour t or to p roduce t h a t d o c u m e n t in a court . 

Penalty: $2 ,000 or impr i sonment for 12 m o n t h s , or b o t h . 

(2) Nothing in th is sect ion prohibi ts : 

(a) a p e r s o n from divulging or communica t ing information, or p roduc ing a 
document , to the Minister If it does no t identify a n informat ion subject ; 

(b) a person from divulging or c o m m u n i c a t i n g informat ion , or 
producing a document , t o a person spec i f ied in writ ing b y t h e 
person (in th i s subsec t ion cal led t h e ' information provider') w h o 
divulged or c o m m u n i c a t e d t h e information, or produced t h e 
d o c u m e n t , direct ly t o the Inst i tute: 

(c) a person from divulging or c o m m u n i c a t i n g informat ion, or 
producing a d o c u m e n t , t o a person spec i f ied in wri t ing b y t h e 
Australian Inst i tute of Health Ethics C o m m i t t e e if t o d o s o is n o t 
contrary to t h e wri t ten t e r m s and cond i t ions (if any) upon w h i c h 
the informat ion provider divulged or c o m m u n i c a t e d t h e 
information, or produced the d o c u m e n t , direct ly t o t h e Ins t i tu te ; 
or 
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(d) t h e publ icat ion of c o n c l u s i o n s based on s ta t i s t i c s derived from, or 
of part iculars of procedures u s e d in, t h e work of t h e Inst i tute , if: 

(i) t o do s o i s n o t contrary t o t h e wr i t ten t e r m s and cond i t ions (if 
any) u p o n w h i c h an information provider divulged or 
c o m m u n i c a t e d informat ion relevant to the publication, or 
produced a d o c u m e n t relevant t o the publication, direct ly to 
t h e Ins t i tu te : and 

(ii) t h e publ icat ion d o e s not Identify the information subject . 

(3) A p e r s o n to w h o m information is divulged or communica ted , or a 
d o c u m e n t Is p r o d u c e d , u n d e r p a r a g r a p h (2) (a), (b) or (c), a n d any pe r son u n d e r 
t h e cont ro l of t h a t p e r s o n is , i n respect of t h a t information or document , 
sub jec t to s u b s e c t i o n (1) a s if t he pe r son were a pe r son exercising powers , or 
per forming d u t i e s or funct ions , u n d e r th i s Act a n d h a d acquired the 
informat ion o r d o c u m e n t in the exercise of those powers or the performance of 
t h o s e du t i e s or funct ions . 

(4) In th i s sect ion: 

(a) "court" i nc ludes a n y t r ibunal , au thor i ty or pe rson having power to 
r equ i re t h e p roduc t i on of d o c u m e n t s or the answer ing of ques t ions ; 

(b) "person" inc ludes a body or associa t ion of pe r sons , whe ther 
incorpora ted or not , and a l so Includes: 

(i) in t h e c a s e of an informat ion provider—a body polit ic; or 

(ii) in t h e c a s e of an informat ion subject—a deceased person; 

(c) "produce" inc ludes pe rmi t access to; 

(d) "publication", in re la t ion to conclus ions , s ta t is t ics or par t icu lars , 
i nc ludes : 

(I) t h e divulging or communica t ion to a cour t of the conclus ions , 
s ta t i s t i cs or pa r t i cu la r s ; a n d 

(ii) t h e p roduc t ion to a cour t of a d o c u m e n t conta in ing the 
conc lus ions , s ta t i s t ics or par t icu lars ; a n d 

(e) a reference to informat ion concerning a pe rson inc ludes : 

(i) a reference to i i iformation a s to the whereabou t s , existence or 
non-ex i s t ence of a d o c u m e n t concerning a person; a n d 

(ii) a reference to informat ion identifying a pe rson or body providing 
informat ion concern ing a person . 

Restricted application of the Epidemiological Studies (Confidentiality) Act 1981 
3 0 . (1) The Epidemiological Studies (Confidentiality) Act 1981 (in th is 

sec t ion called t h e "Confidentiality Act") does no t apply to any th ing done in the 
exercise of a power or pe r fo rmance of a function u n d e r this Act. 
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(2) Notwi ths tanding the Confidentiality Act, a pe rson who h a s ass i s ted , 
or is ass is t ing in, t he conduc t of a prescr ibed s tudy or a n epidemiological s t u d y 
may, a t t he wri t ten reques t o f t h e Ins t i tu te : 

(a) commun ica t e to the Ins t i tu te any information acqui red by t h e p e r s o n 
b e c a u s e of having ass is ted , or assis t ing, in the conduc t of t h a t s tudy ; 
a n d 

fb) give the Ins t i tu te access to d o c u m e n t s p repa red or ob ta ined in t h e 
conduc t of t h a t s tudy. 

(3) It is a defence to a prosecut ion u n d e r the Confidentiality Act if it is 
es tabl ished t h a t the information was communica ted or access to a d o c u m e n t 
w a s given, a s the case may be, in accordance with a wri t ten r e q u e s t by t h e 
Ins t i tu te . 

(4) In th i s section: 

(a) "epidemiological s tudy" h a s the s a m e mean ing a s in t h e Confidentiality 
Act; a n d 

(b) "prescribed s tudy" h a s the s a m e mean ing a s in the Confidentiality Act. 

Periodical reports 
3 1 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te shall p r e p a r e and , a s soon a s pract icable , a n d in 

any event wi th in 6 m o n t h s : 

(a) after 31 December 1987—shall submi t to the Minister a hea l th repor t 
for the period commenc ing on the c o m m e n c e m e n t of th i s Act a n d 
ending o n t h a t date; a n d 

fb) after 31 December 1989 a n d every second 31 December 
thereafter—shall submi t to the Minister a hea l th repor t for t h e 2 yea r 
period end ing on t h a t 31 December. 

(2) T h e Ins t i tu te may a t a n y t ime submi t to the Minister: 

(a) a hea l th repor t for any period; or 

fb) a repor t in respec t of any m a t t e r relat ing to the exercise of t h e powers , or 
the per formance of the functions, of the Ins t i tu te or i t s commi t t ees 
u n d e r th is Act. 

(3) A hea l th repor t shal l provide: 

(a) s ta t i s t ics a n d related information concerning the hea l th of t h e people of 
Austral ia ; a n d 

fb) a n out l ine of the development of heal th- re la ted informat ion a n d 
s ta t is t ics by the Inst i tute , whe ther by itself or in assoc ia t ion with o ther 
pe r sons or bodies; 

du r ing t h e period to which the repor t re la tes . 
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(4) T h e Minister shall c a u s e a copy of a report submi t ted u n d e r 
s u b s e c t i o n (1) to b e laid before each House o f the Par l iament within 15 si t t ing 
d a y s of t h a t House after t h e day on which the Minister receives the report . 

(5) T h e Minister m a y c a u s e a copy of a report submi t t ed u n d e r 
s u b s e c t i o n (2) to b e laid before each House of the Par l iament . 

Regulations 
3 2 . T h e Governor-Genera l m a y m a k e regula t ions , not incons is ten t wi th 

t h i s Act, p resc r ib ing m a t t e r s requi red or permit ted by th is Act to be prescr ibed. 
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Australian Institute of Health 
Ethics Committee Regulations 

Citation 
1. These Regulat ions may b e cited a s the Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th 

Ethics Commit tee Regulat ions . 

Interpretation 
2 . In these Regulat ions, u n l e s s the contrary in ten t ion a p p e a r s : 

"Ethics Commit tee" m e a n s the Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th E th i c s 
Commit tee referred to in subsec t ion 16(1) of the Act; 
"the Act" m e a n s the Australian Institute of Health Act 1987. 

Functions 
3 . The funct ions of the Ethics Commit tee are : 

(a) to form a n opinion a s to the acceptabili ty or otherwise, o n ethical 
g rounds , of: 

(I) activities t ha t a re being, or it is proposed will be , engaged in by t h e 
Ins t i tu te in the per formance of i ts funct ions; a n d 

(ii) activities t ha t a re being, or it is p roposed will be , engaged in by 
o ther bodies or pe r sons in associat ion with, or with the a s s i s t a n c e 
of, t h e Ins t i tu te In the performance of i ts functions; 

having regard , in addi t ion to any other m a t t e r s t h a t the E th ics 
Commit tee cons iders to be relevant, to the Declara t ion of Helsinki 
adopted by the 18th World Medical Assembly, Helsinki, F in land , 1964, 
a s revised by the 29 th World Medical Assembly, Tokyo, J a p a n , 1975 
a n d to a n y relevant ethical principles a n d s t a n d a r d s formulated or 
adopted by the National Health a n d Medical Research Counci l ; 

(b) where appropr ia te , to revise a n opinion so formed or to form a n o t h e r 
opinion; 

(c) to inform the Ins t i tu te from time to t ime o f the opinions so formed or a s 
revised a n d i t s r e a s o n s for forming or revising those opinions; a n d 

(d) to provide a wri t ten a n n u a l report of the Eth ics Commit tee ' s ope ra t ions 
to the Ins t i tu te . 

Composition 
4 . T h e E th ics Commit tee shall consis t of the following m e m b e r s : 

(a) the Director of the Ins t i tu te or h i s or her nominee ; 

fb) a p e r s o n who is a g radua t e in medicine of a univers i ty a n d h a s 
pos t -g radua te medical r e sea rch experience; 

(c) a p e r s o n who is a g r a d u a t e in a social science of a universi ty, college of 
advanced educa t ion or similar ins t i tu t ion a n d h a s p o s t - g r a d u a t e 
r e sea r ch experience in a social science; 
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(d) a p e r s o n who is the nominee of the Registrar of Bir ths . D ea th s and 
Marr iages in the Aus t ra l i an Capital Territory a n d o f t h e officer of each 
S t a t e a n d the Nor the rn Territory who h a s t h e responsibil i ty in tha t 
S t a t e or Terr i tory of regis ter ing b i r ths , d e a t h s a n d marr iages ; 

(e) a min i s t e r of religion; 

(f) a p e r s o n who is a barr is ter , a solicitor, a bar r i s te r and solicitor or a legal 
pract i t ioner , of t h e High Cour t or of the S u p r e m e Cour t of a Sta te or 
Terri tory; a n d 

lg) a m a n a n d a w o m a n , ne i ther of w h o m is a member or employee of the 
Ins t i tu t e a n d e a c h of w h o m is able to represent general communi ty 
a t t i t udes ; 

one of w h o m sha l l be appo in ted cha i rpe rson by the Ins t i tu te . 
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AIH committees 
Ethics Committee 
T h e prescr ibed funct ions of the Commit tee are to form a n d revise opin ions a s 
to the ethical acceptabil i ty of cu r ren t a n d proposed activities of the Ins t i tu t e 
a n d assoc ia ted bodies , having regard to the Declarat ion of Helsinki , re levant 
ethical pr inciples formulated by the NHMRC, a n d a n y o ther m a t t e r s t h a t t h e 
Commit tee cons iders to be relevant . 
The Commit tee h a s developed Australian Institute of Health EXhics Committee: 
guidelines for the assessment of activities a s the b a s i s for i t s a s s e s s m e n t of all 
cu r r en t a n d proposed activities of the Inst i tute , a n d of all activities u n d e r t a k e n 
by o ther bodies or pe r sons in associa t ion with, or a ss i s t ed by, the Ins t i t u t e . T h e 
Commit tee h a s completed a s s e s s m e n t s of a n u m b e r of activities a n d o the r s a r e 
in progress . 

In addit ion, the Eth ics Commit tee h a s advised the Ins t i tu te on s t a n d a r d s to 
e n s u r e the ethical acceptabili ty of i ts securi ty sys tems , staffing a r r a n g e m e n t s , 
legislative a n d adminis t ra t ive provisions, a n d p rocedure s for a s s e s s i n g t h e 
scientific qual i ty of projects. 
The Eth ics Commit tee held five meet ings du r ing 1988-89 . The Commit tee 
compr ises : 

Medical graduate wi th research exper ience 
Emer i tus Professor H Malcolm Whyte (Chair) 
Laywoman 
Ms J a n n e D G r a h a m 
Layman 
Mr David Purnel l 
Minister of rel igion 
Archdeacon Ian G C George, AM 
Lawyer 
Mr Colin J H Thomson 
Nominee of t h e S ta te and Territory Registrars of Births , D e a t h s and 
Marriages 
Mr Roger K T h o m s o n 
Social s c i e n t i s t wi th research exper ience 
Dr Dorothy H Broom 
Nominee of t h e Director of t h e Australian Ins t i tu te of Hea l th 
Mr D Roy Harvey (until J a n u a r y 1989) 
Dr J o h n W Donovan, ED (from J a n u a r y 1989) 

National Committee on Health and Vital Statistics 
The National Commit tee on Heal th a n d Vital S ta t i s t ics w a s c rea ted by the 
Aust ra l ian Health Ministers* Conference in 1976. Its m e m b e r s h i p inc luded 
representa t ives from Commonweal th a n d Sta te hea l th au thor i t i es , the ABS 
a n d three independen t exper ts in the field of hea l th s ta t i s t ics . T h e e m p h a s i s of 
the Commit tee ' s t e rms of reference was on the development , coordinat ion a n d 
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ra t ional i sa t ion of h e a l t h s ta t i s t ics . It was required to meet a t approximately six 
m o n t h l y intervals a n d repor t to the Aust ra l ian Health Ministers via their 
advisory body (current ly AHMAC). 

In 1987, AHMAC accepted a p roposa l from the Interim Management Board of 
t h e Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th for NCHVS to become a committee of the AIH 
wi th t h e following t e r m s of reference: " 

• to a s s i s t wi th t h e coordinat ion of na t ional hea l th s ta t is t ics from 
Commonwea l th , S t a t e a n d Territory governments and other sources ; 
a n d 

• to advise the Ins t i tu t e o n m a t t e r s relat ing to the priorities for, s t a t u s of 
a n d act ion requ i red for the development of na t ional heal th s ta t is t ics . 

It w a s agreed t h a t the Commi t t ee would report jointly to AHMAC a n d the AIH 
lor two yea r s . 
In J u n e 1989, the AHMAC Executive Commit tee accepted a recommenda t ion 
from the AIH Board t h a t NCHVS should be reconst i tu ted with i ts functions 
confined to t h e identification of hea l th statist ical needs and priorit ies. The 
revised t e r m s of reference a re : 

• to identify t h e n e e d s for na t iona l hea l th related statist ics; a n d 
• hav ing regard to t h e r e source implications, to recommend on priorit ies 

for developing na t iona l hea l th related s tat is t ics . 
Reflecting the c h a n g e d e m p h a s i s , the member sh ip of the Commit tee w a s 
r e d u c e d to eight, compris ing: 

• Cha i rpe r son , n o m i n a t e d a n d appointed by the Austral ian Ins t i tu te of 
Heal th; 

• t h r ee nominees of t h e Aus t ra l i an Heal th Ministers ' Advisory Council; 
• o n e nominee of t h e Aus t ra l i an Bureau of Statist ics; 
• o n e nominee of the Commonwea l th Depar tmen t of Communi ty Services 

a n d Health; 
• o n e nominee o f t h e Public Heal th Association of Australia; 
• o n e nominee of the C o n s u m e r s ' Health F o r u m of Australia. 

T h e development , coordinat ion a n d other functions included in the t e rms of 
reference of t h e previous Commit tees will be addressed by task-specific 
In s t i t u t e working g r o u p s . T h e s e g roups will Include representat ives from Sla te 
a n d Terri tory h e a l t h au tho r i t i e s a n d o ther organisat ions , a s appropr ia te . 
It is expected t h a t the r econs t i tu t ed commit tee will meet later in 1989. NCHVS 
m e t only once d u r i n g 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 , on 2 3 Augus t 1988 . At tha t time, i t s 
m e m b e r s h i p compr ised : 

C h a i r 
Ms J o a n G C h r i s t e n s e n (Queens land Depar tmen t of Health) 
N o m i n e e s 
Dr Leonard R Smi th (Australian Ins t i tu te of Health) 
Mr Ter rence J Ba r r e t t (New S o u t h Wales Depar tmen t of Health) 
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Mr Nell C Powers (Victorian Health Depar tment ) 
Mr Beress H Brooks (Health Depar tmen t of Western Austra l ian) 
Dr Robert J Aust (South Aust ra l ian Health Commission) 
Dr J a m e s T C u r r a n (Tasmanlan Depar tmen t of Health Services) 
Mr J a c k Smi th (NT Depa r tmen t of Heal th a n d Communi ty Services) 
Dr Vivienne L McLoughlin (ACT Communi ty a n d Health Service) 
Mr Timothy J Sk inner (Australian Bureau of Statist ics) 
Mr Alan M Mackay (Commonwealth D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m u n i t y Services 

a n d Health) 
Mr J o s e p h H Chr i s t ensen (Commonwealth D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m u n i t y 

Services a n d Health) 
Professor Anne t t e J Dobson (Public Heal th Associat ion of Aust ra l ia Inc.) 
Expert m e m b e r s 
Dr J o h n S Deeble 
Professor Michael S T Hobbs 
Professor S t e p h e n R Leeder 

National Health Technology Advisory Panel 
The National Health Technology Advisory Panel is appo in ted by the Minister for 
Communi ty Services a n d Health to advise the Commonwea l th Gove rnmen t o n 
new a n d es tab l i shed heal th technologies. 
Dur ing the year, a review of NHTAP w a s ini t iated by the Minister. A review 
committee, chaired by Professor C Selby-Smlth of Monash University, 
considered, a m o n g other th ings , t he m e m b e r s h i p of the Panel, i ts repor t ing 
a r r angemen t s , resourcing, a n d re la t ionships wi th Commonwea l th a n d o the r 
bodies . At the t ime of writing, the repor t a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of the review 
commit tee h a d not been released. 

The Panel compr ises : 

Chair 
Dr David M Hailey (AIH Health Technology Unit) 
Representat ive of med ica l profession 
Dr Allan L Passmore (Australian Medical Association) 
Representat ive of hospi ta l s 
Mr J o h n Blandford (Flinders Medical Centre) 
Representat ive of hea l th care products industry 
Dr Nicola Ward (Cochlear Ltd) 
Representat ive of hea l th insurance industry 
Dr Michael W Heffernan (Future Insight) 
Representat ives of S ta te heal th author i t i es 
Dr J o h n M Spar row fTasmanlan Depa r tmen t of Health Services) 
Dr R J a m e s Stewart [New South Wales D e p a r t m e n t of Health) 
Person exper ienced in b iomedical engineer ing 
Dr David J Dewhurs t (Bioengineering Systems) 
Person exper ienced in heal th e c o n o m i c s 
Mr Paul F Gros s (Health Economics a n d Technology A s s e s s m e n t 
Corporat ion Pty Ltd) 
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Person e x p e r i e n c e d in?me^lca l jCTa !ua t io i r : r^ < v i 3 Uv'rt 
Dr I an G McDonald (St Yuicen ts Hospital , Melbourne) * * [ >^...,- t^a -iM 

Corresponding m e m b e r from New Zealand Department of Health^ 
Dr E Raymond Dowderi' ^n^-t^G ti&trns.r^) rurnif'.Vi t - w + b V i G 

,v.<-»h/r*.P, Y ^ t : i f f i r > c . ) b i « i iltfe«Ji'i ': vv-ivvu***' v / i •,:•>?•; t, *M 
Secretary , . .^ l { i j ^ , r > l T , , . ^ , , „ , , F . , ^ . > T ),.) ^-hi-ntyj-,,fi j - . r r o i v i V t O 
Dr De lma E CowleylAIH ^ ^ . ^ ^ 0 ^ 9 ^ , , , i r , d t j v , { K l , m T i W 

NHTAP^has two ' commi t t e e s 1 r e s r ^ 
pro jec ts—the MRI Technica l Commit tee a n d the Non-Laboratory Pathology 
TestMg ;Wofkm^'Party-, (" ! s ; ; 'r > , f^ 'i^hiw non if .}} f'.^Ai /ii ) M fiq^oL'^'** 

MRI Technical Committee 
Chair ;Hhft<( r' nr toJViU 
Dr David M Hailey (AIH Hea l th Technology U n i t ) f % A i £ . ) £ , , „ ( H F , , i U r i r i 

Members vtltfa . I t teS >••.•• r/*hy-^' 
Professor Geoffrey T B e n n e s s (Royal Aus t ra las ian College of Radiologists) 
Dr David J D e w h u r s t (NOTAPfoA ^DUOtiA^l f U t e * K ImOttllM 

! .Dr IanQ. 4 M.cDona l4 . (NOTAP) i l ^ i v . ; . / \ . N 4, , . . . , r f f« t ^ I r> 
t . D r ) V i ] J k , a m S ^ r b y / D r J a i n e s i Roche (Royjal North. Shore Hospital) I U i J . , . 

Professor Br ian m T r e s s (Royal Melbouurne Hospital) y \ ^ f t V ^ - - * * i,-f-
D r S u z a n n e Le P Langlols (Royal Adelaide Hospital) 

" ' • 'D r K e n n e t h J S i d d l e / D r Mark^Bensori (Pr incessAlexandra -Hospital} 
/> Dr M a k h a n S ; k h a h g u r e ' / D r Richard I T h o m p s o n (Sir Char les Gai rdner 1 

• f-> ' ^ H o s p i t a l ) 1 - ' * ' - * s & to f^d.'r^.risf'fio.t . , * . . ; v ^ > J'-*-""*' <iu* U-\ ^ l ^ v / t o o 
i d D r D a v i d R Durit-fUiuversity of-Melbourne) -t i ^ ' " " " " ^ , ^ r v ^ f T ^ r u . ^ 

E x e c u t i v e Officer f .,,,p,;-,:.1. f , , ( .v*jijj..£ioH 
Mr B e r n a r d L Crowe (AIH Heal th Technology Unit) 

Non-Laboratory Pathology Testing Working Party 

D r David M Hailey (AIH Heal th Technology Unit) 

N o m i n e e s tf*'r.-* a !*v h-£* . ^ V ^ b , ,as ' r twfc/o*I J i istLMtf 
Dr David R D u n t (University of Melbourne) 
Dr J o h n H M a y n a r d (Dandenong a n d District Hospital)"1 •* « * i w * k * m i - $ 
Professor Peter Mudge (University of Queens land) »?«'-"lri am,Lil*! 
Dr Con SH Reed (ConsultantPhysician..Sydney) 4 ><, .iij;Jto*s 
Dr David W Thomas ( Inst i tute of Medical.and Veterinary,Science)« trj 
D r Lindsay E W y n d h a m (Royal North Shore, Hospital), v . . a V l „ r 
Secretary Ukftr .1,? - «r«Ju •." .''r. 11bi^rl^J?/. t U 
Mr A n t h o n y R Lea (AIH Heal th Technology Uni t ) } x < w i , f t . „ 4 i ^ . , r t « , 7 

* fc' . . ;'i-> -;, C l^'if , - M j * ^ i p ' -vO' ' . ' JM';^. M 0 " ( ( O s . <t"l 

§fsl'£^a«i*jA3 ! c 3 i h 9 n o i d i nî  baoutairaQxo «o*ti.J fi 
\''tyî ?& 5̂ ^jf.i.iv Kii^a 'jOiJ.ii i^'uut'.-cnlf^ isi^.'-' 

- 4 b i . ' ' J . ' » f i c U i s ^ J T * * - " j -
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Appendix 3 

Institute staff as at 30 June 1989 
Director's Office 

Director 
Leonard R Smi th BA (Hons) Syd, PhD UNSW. MSc (Dist) Lond 
Execut ive Ass i s tant t o Director 
J a n e t P Markey 
Principal Medical Adviser 
J o h n W Donovan ED, MB BS (Hons) Syd, PhD Syd, FFCM RCP(UK), 

FRACMA (seconded from DCSH) 
CSIRO Divis ion of Plant Industry Study Survey Manager 
Chr is topher A Snow BA (Hons) ANU, Dip Soc La Trobe 
Stat i s t i c ian o u t p o s t e d from ABS 
Ian R But t swor th BSc Syd, BA Metb 
AIH Vis i t ing Fel low 
Sidney S a x CBE MD DPH (Uni WWRarvd) FRCP Edin FRACMA FRACP 

Health Services Division 
Head 
D Roy Harvey BSc Qld, MEc Monash 
Research Ass i s tant 
Michael W de Looper BSc (Hons) UNSW 
Health Expenditure and Health E c o n o m i c s 
J o h n R Goss BEc ANU. BSc ANU, Grad Dip Nutr Diet QIT 
Maneera t P inyopusarerk BEc WA, MADE ANU, MA(D) ANU, Dip Ed WA 
J e a n Mulholland PhC MPS, BA (Hons) ANU, PhD ANU 
Health Labourforce 
Natalie S tap les BA Syd. Dip Ed UNE, MA (Hons) ANU, RN, SCM 
Ruth A Parslow BA Qld, BAppSc QTT 
Hospital and Inst i tut ional Services 
Stephen Gillett BSc N'cle, Dip Med S ta t s N'cle, Dip Ed NCAE 
David K Scholes BEc ANU, FAD 
Geoffrey J Moore BSc ANU (to 24.5.89) 
Diagnosis Related Groups 
Don Hindle BSc Liverpool, MA Lancaster, PhD Lancaster 
Medical Serv ices 
Mark Diesendorf BSc Syd, PhD UNSW 
Manoa Y Ren wick BA UNE. MHA UNSW 
Mary G NIcoll BSc Adel BA CCAE 
AHMAC Funded Hospital S ta t i s t i c s Projects 
J u l i a n S h a w (to 30.6.89) 
Tr i sh Longmore BSc ANU 
Maria Lytwynsky (to 20.12.88) 
Saw Nyo BSc ANU (to 31.5.89) 
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P a t Sillis BA ANU (to 14.2.89) 
Me Cuban k Private Vis i t ing Fel low 
Morris Ba re r BSc PhD MBA UBC 

Health Technology Unit 
Head 
David M Hailey MSc Bristol PhD Bristol 
Clerical Officer 
J u l i a n n e O'Malley 
Diane M a t t h e w (LWOP from 15.6.89) 
NHTAP Secretar iat 
Delma E Cowley MSc Qld, P h D Qld 
Wolodja Dank iw BSc (Hons) Adel 
MRI Project 
B e r n a r d L Crowe BA Melb, MPH Syd, MACS 
Jenn i fe r M Chorley BSc UNSW 
Unit Projects 
A n t h o n y R Lea MSc ANU 
AHMAC Superspec ia l ty Serv ices S u b c o m m i t t e e Secretary 
S u s a n G McLean MB BS Syd 

Health Status Division 
Head 
Penelope U Rogers BA (Hons) Macq (Acting) 
Rober t B Har r i son BA Macq (Acting to 21.11.88) 
E x e c u t i v e Ass i s tan t 
Carolyn Mer ton BA ANU 
Heal th S t a t i s t i c s Unit 
David W Greenhil l BSc (Hons) Birmingham 
Peter Wright 
Pa t Pen tony BA ANU 
Pau l L Je l fs BSc (Hons) UNSW 
Nat ional N o s o l o g y Reference Centre 
Fred Taylor BEc Syd 
Heal th Monitor ing and Survei l lance Unit 
S t a n B e n n e t t BTech (Hons) Bradford FSS 
E d o u a r d T d 'Espa igne t BA Macq, MA Macq 
Marijke v a n O m m e r e n Soc C a n d Utrecht MA ANU 
Colin D M a t h e r s BSc (Hons) Syd, PhD Syd 
Lorra ine Ball 
N o r m a Briscoe 
S u n Hee Lee MA Ewha, PhD Hawaii (LWOP from 4.10.88) 
J u d i t h A Clark BSc Exeter, BA ANU, ACHSA (seconded to ACT 

C o m m u n i t y a n d Heal th Service from 28.3.88) 
Er ica Brown (from 2 9 . 1 1 . 8 8 to 28.2.89) 
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Aboriginal Health Unit 
Patricia A Merrlfleld MB BS Syd, MA ANU 
Morteza Honar i MA Tehran, PhD Edin 
Audrey Khong (from 21 .11 .88 to 10.1.89) 
Asthma Mortality S tudy 
Betty Wood BSc (Med) Qld, Dip Ed CCAE 
National Heart Foundat ion Study 
J o h n Berzins 
Peter R A Leviton BA (Hons) Flinders, PhD Melb 
Helen Hand 
NHMRC Public Health Research Project 
Jenni fe r R Braid BA Wgong 
Screening Evaluat ion Coordination Unit 
Michael J Fett MB BS (Hons) Monash, BMedSc (Hons) Monash, MPH 

Harvard, MD Monash. FACOM 
Alison J Free MB BS Syd 
Robert C Car te r BA (Hons) Macq, MAS ANU 
Rosemary A Knight BA ANU, PhD Macq, MAPS 
J o a n n e Maples BSc ANU, Grad Dip Food Technol UNSW. MSc UNSW 
Chr is topher E Stevenson BSc (Hons) Melb. MSc ANU 
Robert G Hall BSc Med Syd, MB BS Syd, Dip RACOG Syd, MPH Syd, 

FRACMA (to 31.8.88) 
J u d y Cass idy 
Margret n i n e s 

Secretariat 
Inst i tute Secretary 
Neil J T h o m s o n BSc WA MB BS WA, BA WA (Acting) 
Execut ive Officer 
Stephan ie R Lindsay T h o m p s o n BA (Hons) ANU, Dip Soc S t d s Syd, Cer t 

Adv Italian S tud ies Perugia 
Execut ive Ass i s tant 
Hilary A Baird 
Kerry Robinson (to 12.1.89) 
Publ icat ions 
Sus ie van den Heuvel 
Audrey J i t t s BSc Syd (to 12.4.89) 
Kather ine J Harr is Lib Tech Canberra TAFE 
Robyne Zibar 
Lucia Pietrzak 

Corporate Services 
Head 
Anthony R Greville BEc Qld, M Health Planning UNSW (Acting) 
Adminis trat ive Serv ices 
Chris t ine E Fuso BA CCAE, AASA, CPA (Acting) 
Secur i ty and Resources 
Bruce English BA (Hons) ANU 
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F i n a n c e U'ii jh lBj lJ Uni^notJA 
Rodney Carl ln ! i t

M ^ •> • ?a h / ; i - . t s . a t,< Ait - "t 
P a u l a Bowen ^ t v - f ^ t i*-rtr*'-n M • t ,iw . i f.v*tio!/ 
T e s s H u d s o n V ' $ f «>. .» f f . f?im<,l l zrn.klA y>ih ,\ 
P e r s o n n e l vby:l£ vjibrtToMf smdi i^ . 
Philip H Garvin BA Macq J U ? n n . .» ?T>^j V-.H „ v '^r ^ 
R e c e p t i o n ^.buuj il'abn^G'Z tenoiiiift 
Lena SW Searle 1 | H " o " ' • 
C a t h e r i n e Car te r (from 13.3:89 to 28 .4 .89) ' ' '« • » • * •"• q 1 

T e c h n i c a l S e r v i c e s 
Gregory L Smi th BSc (Hons) © t a / G r a d Dip C o m p : S t d s CCAE^yrmm 

Bronwyn Burgess BA CCAE (to 13.2.89) ^ ' " f r " » >< r*(iun H 
P a u l McConnell Ĵurv* '*-v " J < i * r m n » : . ) r»w*; 
Helen L Clothier a i ' ; S u b - i n - . - ' j ' m t ^ ^ '^--.r'jt*' u - » i .. tosU->>y 
David B Gell lbrand • • * % > : i A ' - I v^. 1 <hM b i T k n r r t t 

Library , ( "ioyl l*^'1JA 

J u d i t h A b e r c r o m b y B A T o s . Dip Lib UNsW/ALAA ,v? * r i ' ( l o M 

Alison Kennedy Lib Tech Canberra TAFE Vf , .^ ''J" ' 
Merilyn Lever l i b Tech \Canberra TAFE (LWOP from 28.3.89) * t u n 7 
Narelle Hill Lib Tech Canberra TAFE (from 1 3 ; 3 . 8 9 t o , 3 i . 5 . 8 9 ) ' 1 ' 3 r u i f 

Regi s t ry * " (H*».li. nt) A M . l A f l * 
G r a h a m Willard y f - i ; Mt 'v y h n f . 
J u s s i Kivela (to 31.12.88) Xvxl I r i i iV .A 

External programs teiiaieiosS 

National Perinatal Statistics Unit' ^ . r ^ >un u t ^ 
n i . k^OwHO svSiirODXiJl 

Pau l AL Lancas te r MB B S Syd\ MPH Caafomicu.FRACP , , '! ' , 
J enn i fe r B u r n MA Syd, Dip IM-Lib UNSW Urni'ipp.r vvi}tt?nx& 
Joce lyn M a n n o W - t * A 'r^tiH 
Elvis L Pedis ich BSc UNSW ~+ , j ^ . -rr.doSi vn' iH 
S u s a n Ryerson MB BS Old, MPH Syd " *" " ^ < - • 
E s t h e r Shafir MB BS Lvov . , ^ t ^ ^ 
Glenn E Tun BSc Rangoon, MSc Rangoon.. , A ™' \ "hu,\ 

National Injury Surveillance and Preventibn1Rroject».i 
Director 'Al^''[ 

G r a h a m V V i m p a n i MB B S AdeU PhD EdtnFRACP ^r^i 

Peter G Hart ley 
David E Robby 
S u e N Thewlis 4 

- - • * * , * ' ' ' i f f 
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Dental Statistics and Research Unit 
Head 
A J o h n Spence r BDSc Melb, MDSc Melb, MPH N. Carolina, PhD Melb 
Fearnley S P Szus te r BA (Hons) Flinders 
Michael J Davies BA (Hons) Adel 
S a n d r a R Scot t BEd SACAE 
David S B r e n n a n BSc (Hons) Flinders 
A Silvana Marveggio 
Gary D Slade, BDSc Melb, DDPH Toronto 
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Publications, reports and presentations 
1988-89 
AIH publications 
Australian casemix bulletin 

Vol 1 no 1 (February) 
Vol 1 no 2 (June) 

Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1988) Australian heal th expenditure 1970-71 to 
1984-85. AGPS, Canber ra . 

Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1989) Australia's health: thejirst biennial report 
of the Australian Institute of Health. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . 

Health information bulletin 
No 3: Australian health expenditure 1982-83 to 1985-86. 

Health workforce information bulletin 
No 10: Pharmacy workforce 1986. 
No 11 : Preparation of health professionals through tertiary education in 

Australia. 
No 12: Immigrationofhealth professionals to Australia 1982-83 to 1987-88. 
No 13: Nurse workforce 1986. 
No 14: Medical workforce 1986. 
No 15: Dental workforce 1986. 
No 16: Physiotherapy workforce 1986. 
No 17: Occupational therapy workforce 1986. 
No 18: Speech therapy workforce 1986. 
No 19: Health professional associations: inventory of data collections. 
No 20 : Heal th professional registering authorities: inventory of data 

collections. 
No 2 1 : Radiography workforce 1986. 
No 2 2 : Podiatry workforce 1986. 
No 2 3 : Pharmacy workforce 1986. 
No 24 : Optometry workforce 1986. 

Harvey R a n d Mathers C (1989) Hospital utilisation and costs study volume 1: 
commentary. AGPS, Canber ra . 

Lee SH (1988) Women's health data requirements. AGPS. Canbe r ra . 
Lewis M (1988) Managing madness. AGPS, Canbe r ra . 
Mathers C a n d Harvey R (1988) Hospital utilisation and costs study volume 2: 

survey of public hospitals and related data. AGPS. C a n b e r r a . 
Renwick M a n d Harvey R (1989) Quality assurance in hospitals. AGPS, 

Canbe r ra . 
Renwick M a n d Harvey R (1989) QA in hospitals—a digest. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . 
Renwick M, Stevenson C, Staples N a n d Butler J (1989) Hospital utilisation and 

costs study volume 4: studies and reports prepared by and for the Australian 
Institute of Health. AGPS, Canbe r ra . 
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In press/Vf r;eeTC| Q f i S 2hoq31 ^ rOi l^O . JOU^ 
Gillett S a n d Harvey R Hospital utilisation and costs study volume 3: projecting 

acute hospital demand in 1996for New South Wales, Queensland and Western 
Australia. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . 

AIH reports and working papers &rrQiJBO>l"tLrt; HIP 
Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu t e of Heal th E th ics Committee. (1989), Guidelines for the 

assessment of activities. (• J f c . t • >rr 

Donovan J W (1989) Proposal for an AIDS programs evaluation'unit. The 
Ins t i tu te ' s r e s p o n s e to the,AID.SNational-Policy Discuss ion Paper . , . r i t 

Honar i M (1988) Identification of Aboriginality on health statistics, December. 

Publications involving AIH staff during 1988-89^ '< 
[BennessGT, Crowe BL' Hai ley DM et all (1988) Magnetic r e sonance imaging 

evalua t ion: p re l iminary u t i l i sa t ion a n d applicat ion report . Medical Journal of 
Australia 149: 6 0 - 6 6 . , l a, 1 . , , • i n .0 v ^ r> - t; : .*• t '1 

Crowe BL a n d Hai ley DM (1988) Recording of cos t s in publ ic hospi ta l s ' MRI 
un i t s—in te r im repor t , in But le r J R G a n d P o e s s e i , b P (eds) Pwceedings ofthe 
Ninth AustralianConference of Health Economics i { -

(Dunt DR, Hai ley DM, Lea AR e t all (1988) Are your laboratory 's cholesterol 
- r e s u l t s Tellable e n o u g h ? Medical Journal of Australia 149: 5 6 3 t 6 4 . : i * 
Engl ish RM. Cashe l K , B e n n e t t SA, L e w i s ' J , Berz ihs^J, 'Waters AM a n d 

M a g n u s P(1989)iVattonaZdie£anysLUTJeyo/aduIts 1983.N63Nutrientintakes 
by capital city. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . • ••-•<< 7 "i i s * 

English RM. C a s h e l K, B e n n e t t SA," 'Lewis J and'Wat&s aW ! (1989)' National 
dietary survey of schoolchildren (aged lO^W 'y^arsj'ii'i985:i'No 2 nutrients 
consumed. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . * " ' L , ' ; n ^ ' - ^ ' W ' . v - - - r . •<» 

Hailey DM.(1988) A s s e s s m e n t of.MRI i n A u s t r a l i a — a learning experience. 
Hospimedica6:'29-41'. " 1 " 1 "' ' ' * i f v , ^ / 

Hailey DM (1989) Office pathology tes t ing In Austral ia; *labmedica 6: 16-25 . 
Hynes AL, Lea AR a n d Hai ley DM (1989) Pathology laboratory accredi ta t ion in 

Aust ra l ia . Australian Journal of Medical Laboratory Science 10: 12-16 " T 

Knight RA a n d Goodnow J J (1988) Paren t s ' beliefs a b o u t mf luenee 'over 
cognitive . a n d social development . * International Journal of. Behavioural 
Development 11(4): 5 1 7 - 2 7 j f - v . i o a . \ r * u " - v o - , 

Mathers CD, Gil lett RS a n d Harvey DR (1988) Impac to f popula t ion ageing o n 
h e a l t h services in Aust ra l ia (abstract) . Community Health Studies XII,4:480. 

Mathers CD a n d Harvey DR (1988) Public hospi tal cos ts m^Austral ia: 'an 
ana ly s i s of t r e n d s a n d differentials (abstract) . Community Health Studies XII, 
4 : 4 8 1 . * . ' > jyn. , > ^- •• i j- V •<:• » ; -\ \.» - , 

R e n w i c k M (1988) Qual i ty a s s u r a n c e in Aus t ra l i an hospi ta l s : how far does it 
go? Australian Medical Record Journal September : 9 7 - 1 0 1 . r ' 

T h o m s o n N (1988) Recent t r e n d s in Aboriginal ma te rna l mortality. Aboriginal 
Health Information Bulletin 10: 2 0 - 2 3 • . , • . " 

T h o m s o n N ' (ed) (1988) Immunisation in Australia. 'Proceedings'of the first 
national conference, Canberra, 20-21 July. Public Health Association of 
Aus t ra l i a a n d New Zealand, Canbe r ra . ~ ' : ' ! -- > * 
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Publications, reports and presentations 

T h o m s o n N (1989) Aboriginal hea l th : a sociocultural perspect ive, in Lup ton 
GM a n d Najman J M (eds) Sociology of health, and illness: Australian readings. 
Macmillan, Melbourne: 182 -202 . 

Welborn TA, Gla t thaar C, Whittall D a n d B e n n e t t SA (1989) Diabe tes 
prevalence in a nat ional popula t ion sample : a male excess . Medical Journal of 
Australia 150: 7 8 - 8 1 

In press 
B a u m a n EA, Smi th NA, Brai thwai te C, F ree A a n d S a u n d e r s A. A s t h m a 

information: c a n it be u n d e r s t o o d ? Health Education Quarterly. 
English RM a n d B e n n e t t SA. Socio-economic a n d demographic factors a n d 

overweight a n d obesity in Aus t ra l i an adu l t s . Polish Journal of Nutrition and 
Metabolism. 

F r e e A. Heal th promot ion in general pract ice . Australian Health Review. 
K n i g h t RA a n d Hatty SE. Violence aga ins t w omen in Aust ra l ia ' s capi ta l city. 

Victomology. 
K n i g h t RA a n d Hay DA. The relevance of the hea l th belief model to Aus t r a l i an 

smoker s . Social Science and Medicine. 
T h o m s o n N a n d T h o m a s M. A his tory of tubercu los i s a m o n g Aborigines, in 

Prous t AJ (ed) History of tuberculosis in Australia. 

Presentations involving AIH staff during 1988-89 
B e n n e t t SA (1988) National dietary surveys In the 80s. P resen ted a t t h e 

Workshop on Food Intake Measuremen t . University of Sydney, September . 
C a r t e r R a n d Hall J (1988) Economic considerations in the choice of screening 

interval P resen ted at t he C o n s e n s u s Conference organised by T h e Aus t r a l i an 
Cancer Society on Choice of Interval for Cervical C a n c e r Screening, 
Melbourne, J u r y . 

Crowe BL (1989) Evaluation of image management and communication 
technologies in patient care—session summary. P resen ted a t t h e Firs t 
In ternat ional Conference on Image Management a n d Commun ica t i on (IMAC 
'89), Washington, J u n e . 

Crowe BL a n d Hai ley DM (1988) Collection and analysis of cost data from 
public hospitals' MRI units. Presented a t the Ten th Aus t ra l i an Conference of 
Heal th Economis t s , Canber ra . September . 

d ' E s p a i g n e t ET, Dwyer T, Newman N, Ponsonby AL a n d C a n d y S (1988) 
Sudden infant death syndrome in Tasmania: the development of a model for 
predicting high risk babies. Presented a t the Twent ie th A n n u a l Scientific 
Conference of the Public Health Association of Aust ra l ia a n d New Zea land , 
Br isbane , Augus t -September . 

D o n o v a n J W (1989) A perspective on the veterans studies. P resen ted a t 
sympos ium, Evat t Revisited: Interpreta t ion of Scientific Evidence, Aus t r a l i an 
National University, Canber ra , March. 

F e t t M J (1988) National evaluation of breast and cervical cancer screening pilot 
projects. Presented a t t he Annua l Conference of t h e Aus t r a l a s i an Eva lua t ion 
Society, Melbourne , J u l y . 
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F e t t MJ (1988) Breas t cancer screening tn Australia. Presented a t the 
In te rna t iona l Workshop on Information Sys tems In Breast Cancer Detection, 
Rockville, Maryland, December. 

Hailey DM (1988) Health care technology assessment in Australia—the 
experience of the NHTAP. P resen ted a t t he Aust ra l ian Medical Association 
Bicentennial Congress , Ca i rn s , Augus t . 

Hailey DM, Cowley DE a n d Dankiw W (1988) Assessing the impact of health 
technology assessment agencies. Presented a t the Fifth Annual Conference of 
the In te rna t iona l Society for Technology Asses smen t in Health Care , London, 
J u n e . 

Hailey DM and Crowe BL (1989) Utilisation of MRI—the Australian experience. 
Presen ted a t t h e Royal Aus t r a l a s i an College of Radiologists Semina r on MR 
Imaging, Per th , May. 

Hall J , Carter R a n d Salkeld G (1988) The economics of screening for breast 
cancer in Australia. P resen ted by J Hall a t the Aust ra l ian Bicentennial Breas t 
C a n c e r Conference, Leura NSW, November. 

Honari M a n d Harrison R (1988) Health indicators and health Impact 
assessment P resen ted a t In te rna t iona l Association for Impact A s s e s s m e n t 
Seminar , Griffith University, Br i sbane , Ju ry . 

Honari M (1988) Water supply in arid zones. Presented a t H u m a n Sciences 
Program, Aus t r a l i an Nat ional University, September . 

Knight RA (1988) National evaluation of breast cancer screening pilot projects. 
Presen ted a t Radiologists ' Seminar , Aus t ra l ian Radiabon Laboratory, 
Melbourne , September . 

Knight RA a n d Hat ty S E (1988) A form of capital punishment? Domestic 
violence in Canberra. Australia. Presented a t the 24 th In ternat ional Congress 
of Psychology, Sydney, Augus t . 

Knight RA a n d Hay DA (1988) Medical practitioners and quit-smoking 
programs. P resen ted a t t he 2 4 t h In ternat ional Congress of Psychology, 
Sydney. Augus t . 

Lea AR a n d Hai ley DM (1989) Quality and usefulness of performance of 
pathology tests in general practices. Poster p resen ted a t Sixth In ternat ional 
S y m p o s i u m on Qual i ty A s s u r a n c e in Health Care , Melbourne, March. 

Mathers CD, Gii iett R S a n d Harvey DR (1988) impact of population ageing on 
health services in Australia. P resen ted by CD Mathers at t he Twentieth 
A n n u a l Scientific Conference of the Public Health Association of Austral ia 
a n d New Zealand. Br i sbane . Augus t -September . 

Mathers CD a n d Harvey DR (1988) Public hospital costs in Australia: an 
analysis of trends and differentials. Presented by CD Mathers a t the 
Twent ie th A n n u a l Scientific Conference of the Public Health Association of 
Aus t ra l i a a n d New Zealand, Br isbane , August -September . 

R e n w i c k M a n d Harvey R (1989) A view of quality assurance in Australian 
hospitals—through rose-coloured glasses? Presented a t Twentieth Annua l 
Scientific Conference of t h e Public Health Association of Austral ia and New 
Zealand, Br i sbane , Augus t -Sep tember . 

R e n w i c k M a n d Harvey R (1989) Quality assurance in Australian hospitals: 
who does it and houj?Presented at Sixth In ternat ional Sympos ium o n Quali ty 
A s s u r a n c e in Heal th Care , Melbourne, March. f -

68 



Publications, reports and presentations 

Renwick M a n d Harvey R (1989) Quality assurance in Australian hospitals: 
how far does it go? Presented a t Sixth In te rna t iona l S y m p o s i u m on Qual i ty 
Assu rance in Health Care, Melbourne, March. 

S t e v e n s o n C a n d d'Espaignet E (1988) Trends in Australian infant mortality 
from 1960 to 1985. Presented a t the Twentieth Annua l Scientific Conference 
of the Public Heal th Associat ion of Austral ia a n d New Zealand, Br i sbane , 
Au gu st- September . 

S t e v e n s o n C a n d d'Espaignet E (1988) Projecting infant mortality rates to the 
year 2000. Presented a t the Four th National Conference of the Aus t r a l i an 
Populat ion Association, Br isbane , September . 

T h o m a s DW, Maynard J M . Strei tberg GS, W y n d h a m LE a n d Hai ley DM (1989) 
Comparisons of analytical performance of dry chemistry analysers used by 
laboratory medical or ancillary staff. Poster p r e sen ted a t Fifteenth World 
Congress of Anatomic a n d Clinical Pathology, Firenze, May. 

T h o m s o n N (1988) Strage ties to improve Aboriginal health. Keynote p a p e r 
p resen ted a t Twent ie th Annua l Scientific Conference of the Public Heal th 
Associat ion of Austral ia a n d New Zealand, Br isbane , Augus t -Sep tember . 

AIH and Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies (AIAS) 
T h o m s o n N (ed) Aboriginal health Information bulletin no 10. AIAS a n d AIH, 

Canber ra . 
Thomson N a n d Merrifleld P (eds) Aboriginal health information bulletin no 11. 

AIAS a n d AIH, Canbe r ra . 
Thomson N a n d Merrifleld P (1988) Aboriginal health—an annotated 

bibliography. AIAS a n d AIH, Canber ra . 

National Perinatal Statistics Unit 
Congenital malformations monitoring report 

No 31 (October-December) 
No 32 ( January-March) 
No 3 3 (April-June). This i s sue con ta ins Congenital malformations Australia 

1981-1987. 
Perinatal Newsletter 

No 3 (September 1988) 
No 4 (December 1988) 
No 5 (March 1989) 
No 6 ( June 1989) 

Publications involving NPSU staff during 1988-89 
Austra l ian In-Vitro Fertilization Collaborative G r o u p (1988) In-vitro 

fertilization pregnanc ies in Austral ia a n d New Zealand 1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 5 . Medical 
Journal of Australia 2 May: 429 , 4 3 2 - 3 6 . 

Lancaster PAL (1988)TeratogenicIty of isotretinoin (letter). Lancet2:1254-55. 
Lancaster PAL (1989) Outcome of pregnancy. In Wood C a n d T r o u n s o n A (eds) 

Clinical in-vitro fertilization. Second edition. Springer-Verlag, Berlin: 8 1 - 9 4 . 
Lancaster PAL a n d Gye RSB (1988) Towards a registry for the p revent ion of 

spinal cord Injury. The proposed registry: organisa t ion a n d s t r u c t u r e — a n 
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a c a d e m i c model . Pape r p r e s e n t e d a t Menzies Founda t ion Second Technical 
' Meet ing. The Menzies Foundation Technical Report No 2 Perth: 9 3 - 9 8 . - \ 
Lancas ter PAL a n d Rogers J G (1988) Isotret inoin u s e in pregnancy (letter). 

Medical Jour rial of Australia 148: 6 5 4 - 5 5 . > •. , 
S a u n d e r s DM, Ma thews M a n d Lancaster PAL (1988) The Aust ra l ian register: 

c u r r e n t r e sea r ch a n d fu ture role . A pre l iminary repor t . Annals of the New York 
Academy of Sciences 5 4 1 : 7 - 2 1 . 

In press .•. « 
Lancas ter PAL (1989) Bir th defects in Aborigines. MedicalJournal of Australia. 

Presentations involving NPSU staff during 1988-89 
' Lancas ter PAL (1988) Uses of perinatal data. Presented at Royal Women's 

Hospi ta l Golden Jub i l ee Scientific Week. Brisbane, September. 
Lancas ter PAL a n d T h o m s o n PC (1988) Investigation of possible environmental 

causes of birth defects (abstract) . European Journal of Epidemiology 
1 9 8 9 ; 5 : 2 5 7 - 5 8 . P resen ted a t ICBDMS-EUROCAT Sympos ium on Birth 
Defects Monitoring P rog rams a n d Registries—Their Uses for Epidemiologic 
Resea rch . 'S t r a sbourg , F rance , September . ' 1 ' • 

Lancaster PAL a n d Ryerson S (1988) Epidemiology of tracheo-oesophageal 
fistula in Australia. P resen ted a t Scientific Meeting in Honour of Professor 
Bowring AC. Sydney, November. ' 

Lancaster PAL (1988) National trends in obstetric care. Presented a t jo int 
mee t ing of t h e Aus t r a l i an Per inata l Society a n d Aust ra las ian Society for the 
S t u d y of Hyper tens ion in Pregnancy. December. ' , ( 

Lancaster PAL (1988) Perinatal outcome after IVF. Presented a t Conference on 
Assess ing Per ina ta l Technology held in conjunction with WHO Division of 
Mate rna l a n d Chi ld Welfare, Melbourne, December. • • 

Lancaster PAL (1988) Using routine data sets to evaluate technology and care. 
Presen ted a t Conference o n Assess ing Perinatal Technology he ld In 
conjunct ion wi th WHO Division of Materna l a n d Child Welfare, Melbourne, 
December. 

Lancaster PAL (1989) Issues inanalysingclusters of birthdefects. Presented a t 
Ciba-Geigy Medical Sympos ium, Coffs Harbour, February . ' • 

Lancas ter PAL (1989) Congenitalmalformattonsajler IVF and GIFT. Presented 
a t S ix th World Congress on In-vitro Fertilization a n d Alternate Assisted 
Reproduct ion , J e r u s a l e m , Israel , April. 

Lancaster PAL (1989) Factors influencing variations in clinical and live-birth 
pregnancy rates afterlVFand GIFT. Poster p resen ted a t Sixth World Congress 
o n ln-virro Fert i l ization a n d Alternate Assisted Reproduct ion; J e r u s a l e m , 
Israel , April. 

Lancas ter PAL (1989) IVF and GIFTpregnancy rates and outcomes inAustralia 
. and New Zealand. P resen ted a t Universita Cattolica, S Coure, Rome Italy, 

April. , . v • • 
Lancaster PAL (1989) Pregnancy rates and outcomes after IVF. and GIFT. 

Presen ted a t Royal Hospital for .Women, Sydney, J u n e . . . , ^ .-

70 



Publications, reports and presentations 

S a u n d e r s D, Mathews M a n d Lancaster PAL (1988) Outcome of pregnancies 
following assisted conception. Presented a t t he Royal Aus t ra l i an College of 
Obs te t r ic ians a n d Gynaecologists ' Fifth Advanced Course in Obs te t r i cs a n d 
Gynaecology, Sydney, Augus t . 

S a u n d e r s DM a n d Lancaster PAL (1989) Pregnancy rates and perinatal 
outcome after IVF and GIFT in Australia and New Zealand. P resen ted a t Sixth 
World Congress on In-vitro Fertilization a n d Al ternate Assis ted 
Reproduct ion, J e r u s a l e m , Israel, April. 

National Injury Surveillance and Prevention Project and 
related projects 
Hartley PG, Robley DE a n d Thewlis SN (1988) NISPP coding manual. Th i rd 

edition, NISPP, Adelaide. 
Victorian Injury Surveil lance Sys tem Hazard. (Newsletter) J u n e 
Vimpani GV a n d Hartley P (1988) Interim report National Injury Surveillance 

and Prevention Project Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th a n d Child Accident 
Prevention Founda t ion of Austral ia , Melbourne . 

Vimpani GV a n d Hartley P (1989) Informational sy s t ems for t h e prevent ion of 
injury. Medical Journal of Australia 150: 4 7 0 - 7 2 . 

Vimpani GV (1989) Injury surveil lance: a key to effective control of chi ldhood 
injuries . Australian Paediatrtc Journal 2 5 : 1 0 - 1 3 . 

NISPP reports and working papers 
Vimpani AF (1989) A validation study of the collection instrument and coding 

system used for the National Injury Surveillance and Prevention Project. 
Woodard Knight L (1989) Sports injuries review. 

Presentations involving NISPP staff during 1988-89 
Hartley P a n d Robley D (1989) Getting the most from the NISPP system 

Presented a t NISPP Sys tem User 's Workshop, Monash Accident Resea rch 
Centre , May. 

Hartley P a n d Vimpani G (1989) How to use the NISPP system most effectively. 
Presented a t NISPP Sys tem User ' s Workshop, Q u e e n Elizabeth II J u b i l e e 
Hospital , Br i sbane , J u n e . 

Vimpani GV, Hartley P a n d S m i t h LR (1988) The National Injury Surveillance 
and Prevention Project: anew strategyforinjury control in Australia. P resen ted 
a t Twent ie th Annua l Scientific Conference of the Public Heal th Associat ion of 
Aust ra l ia a n d New Zealand, Br isbane , Augus t -September . 

Vimpani GV (1988) Future directions in injury surveillance in Ausfralia. 
Presented a t Nat ional Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevent ion Project Workshop , 
Adelaide, November. 

Vimpani GV (1988) Sports injuries. Presented a t Action in Injury Control 
Seminar , Royal Chi ldren 's Hospital , Melbourne, November. 

Vimpani GV (1989) The National Injury Surveillance and Prevention Project 
Presented a t Communi ty Forum, National Commit tee on Violence, Canbe r r a , 
February . 
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Vimpani GV (1989) The National Injury Surveillance and Prevention Project 
Presen ted a t T r a u m a Seminar , Lismore, February . 

Vimpani GV (1989) The National Injury Surveillance and Prevention project 
Presen ted a t mee t ing o f the National Commit tee o n Violence, Adelaide, April. 

Dental Statistics and Research Unit 
Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Uni t (1989) Redesign of the child dental health 

survey. Aus t r a l i an In s t i t u t e of Heal th. 

DSRU reports and working papers 
Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Uni t (1988) National statistics, national register 

of dentists. Repor t to the Pres iden t s of the Denta l Boards of Aust ra l ia 
Conference, Sep tember . 

Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Unit (1988) Australian longitudinal study on 
ageing, dental component. Repor t on the 1988 pilot s tudy, September. 

Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Unit (1988) Child dental health survey. A 
d i scuss ion paper , November. 

Den ta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Unit (1988) Report in the Austral ian Dental 
Associat ion News Bullet in, November. 

Den ta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Unit (1988) Ethnicity and/or Aboriginality. 
Review of questions in child dental health survey. 

Den ta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Uni t (1989) Child dental health survey. Survey 
guide for the Aus t r a l i an Capi ta l Territory, May. 

Den ta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Unit (1989) Child dental healthsurvey. Survey 
guide for the Nor the rn Territory, May. 

Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Unit (1989) Child dental healthsurvey. Survey 
guide for New S o u t h Wales, J u n e . 

Presentations by DSRU staff during 1988-89 
Slade GD (1989) Australian longitudinal study on ageing, dental component. 

Presen ted a t Conference on t h e Internat ional Collaborative Study with Duke 
University, Adelaide, April. 

S p e n c e r AJ (1988) Child dental health survey: a discussion paper. Presented a t 
t h e Conference of S t a t e Directors of the School Denta l Service, Adelaide, 
November. 

S p e n c e r AJ a n d S z u s t e r FSP (1988) National statistics, national register of 
dentists. P resen ted a t t he Denta l Boards of Austral ia Conference, Br isbane , 
September . 

National Health Technology Advisory Panel 
Artificial hearts (December 1988) 
Computerised perimetry (October 1988) 
Digital radiography systems (October 1988) 
Dry chemistry pathology trial part 3—general practice study (December 1988) 
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Dry chemistry pathology trial part 3—general practice study, synopsis 
(December 1988) 

Dry chemistry pathology trial part 4: overview (February 1989) 
Gallstone lithotripsy (December 1988) 
MRI assessment program—Third interim report ( J a n u a r y 1989) 
NHTAP newsletter 

No 8 (December) 
No 9 (June) 
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Seminars and workshops 
Australian Institute of Health seminars 
2 6 Augus t Dr David Banta , Health Council of the Ne the r l ands 

Developments in the use of monoclonal antibodies in genetic 
testing and diagnostics. 

2 8 September Dr Basil Hetzel, Executive Director, In te rna t iona l Counci l for 
Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders 
The decline of coronary heart disease in Australia: a review of the 
analytical epidemiology with reference to International trends 
and experimental studies on the role of polyunsaturated fats. 

2 6 October Dr Brian Embury , Aust ra l ian B u r e a u of S ta t i s t ics 
A conceptual basis of the Australian Standard Classification of 
Occupations. 

31 October Dr Joel Lee, University of Kentucky 
Health care services issues in rural areas of the United States: 
potential lessons for Australia. 

30 November Dr Morris Barer, University of Bri t ish Columbia , Med lbank 
Private Visiting Fellow AIH 
Trends in medical and hospital use among British Columbia's 
elderly: unique or universal? 

17 J a n u a r y Mr D P Doessel, Depa r tmen t of Economics , Universi ty of 
Queens l and 
Australian fee-for-service medical practice and rising health 
expenditure: a case study of diagnostic tests. 

Australian Institute of Health and National Centre for 
Epidemiology and Population Health joint seminars 
9 March Ms Manoa Renwick, Health Services Division, AIH 

Quality assurance inAustralian hospitals: who does it and how? 
3 0 March Dr Margaret Mackisack, D e p a r t m e n t of Sta t i s t ics , Aus t ra l i an 

National University 
A model for coronary heart disease population dynamics 

13 April Dr J o h n Ballard, Depar tmen t of Political Science, Aus t r a l i an 
National University 
If HTV testing is the answer, what is the question? 

2 0 April Professor Scott Bass , Director, Gerontology Ins t i tu te , 
University of Massachuse t t s , Boston 
Addressing diversity in policies for the elderly—avoiding the 
positive and negative stereotypes 

2 7 April Dr S tephen Mugford, Depar tment of Sociology, Aus t ra l i an 
National University 
The demand side ofthe illicit drug market the missing element of 
drug use 

75 



Annual report 1988-89 

11 May . Dr David Hailey, Head, Heal th Technology Unit, AIH 
Office pathology testing—perspectives from the dry chemistry 
pathology trial 

2 5 May Dr Gabriele Bammer , Research Fellow, NCEPH 
The politics of health research: lessons from the RSI epidemic 

3 0 May Mr Kevin O'Connor. Privacy Commiss ioner 
Implications ofThe Privacy Act 1988for the work of the Institute. 

8 J u n e Mr Roy Harvey, Head, Health Services Division, AIH 
The Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme: old data, new options 

2 2 J u n e Professor B o b Douglas , Director, NCEPH 
Health development—NCEPH's research theme: grappling with 
the variables 
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Membership of committees and working 
parties 
Staff m e m b e r s ' involvement in work re la ted commit tees a n d working pa r t i e s 
inc ludes : 

Mr Stan B e n n e t t 
Management Commit tee a n d Da ta Management Sub-Commit tee , 
National Hear t Foundat ion Risk Factor Prevalence S tudy 
Da ta Management Committee, National Dietary Survey of Adul ts 
Da ta Management Committee, National Dietary Survey of Schoolchi ldren 
Nutr i t ion Project Planning Team, National Bet ter Heal th Program 

Mr Robert Carter 
Preventable Cancers Project P lanning Team, National Bet ter Heal th 
Program 
Prevention Strategies Panel (Advisory Commit tee to NHMRC) 
Working Par ty on Training for Mammography (Advisory Commit tee to the 
AHMAC Steer ing Commit tee for the National B r e a s t Cance r Evaluat ion) 

Dr J o h n Donovan 
AHMAC Cervical Cancer Screening Evaluat ion Commit tee 
AHMAC Breas t Cancer Screening Evaluat ion Commit tee 
AIH Ethics Commit tee (from J a n u a r y 1989) 

Dr Michael Fet t 
Austra l ian C a n c e r Society, National Breas t S t u d y Commit tee 

Mr S t e p h e n Gillett 
Working Party on Data for Nurs ing Homes a n d Hostels , AHMAC National 
Hospital Sta t is t ics Project 1988-89 
Dr David Hailey 
AHMAC Superspecial ty Services Subcommit tee 
NHMRC Radia t ion Health Commit tee . Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
Working Party 

Council of the National Associat ion of Test ing Author i t ies 

Mr Roy Harvey 
AHMAC Working Party to Review the M e a s u r e m e n t Aspects of Hospi ta l 
Utilisation (Chair) 
AHMAC Hospital Fund ing Working Party 
Working Par ty on Inpa t ien t /Non- inpa t ien t Services, AHMAC National 
Hospital Sta t is t ics Project 1988-89 (Chair) 
AHMAC Breas t Cancer Screening Evaluat ion Steer ing Commit tee (to 
J a n u a r y 1989) 
AHMAC Cervical Cancer Screening Evaluat ion Steer ing Commit tee (to 
J a n u a r y 1989) 
AIH Ethics Commit tee (to J a n u a r y 1989) 
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Dr Paul Lancaster (NPSU) 
Congeni ta l Abnormal i t i es Subcommi t t ee o f t h e Aust ra l ian Drug 
Eva lua t ion Commi t t ee 
S t a n d i n g Commi t t ee on Per ina ta l Medicine, Austra l ian College of 
Paedia t r ics 
E th i c s Commit tee , Family P lann ing Association of New Sou th Wales 
Aus t r a l i an Teratology Society (Vice-president) 

Dr Colin Mathers 
Hyper tens ion Project P l ann ing Team, National Better Health Program 
Working Par ty on Resource Data , AHMAC National Hospital Sta t is t ics 
Project 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 
Working Par ty on Data for Psychiatr ic a n d Related Hospitals , AHMAC 
Nat ional Hospi ta l S ta t i s t ics Project 1988-89 
Working Par ty on Morbidity Data , AHMAC National Hospital Stat is t ics 
Project 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 

Ms P e n e l o p e Rogers 
Injury Project P lann ing Team, National Better Health Program 
M a n a g e m e n t Commit tee , Nat ional Better Health Program (observer) 
Execut ive Commit tee , Nat ional Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention 
Project 
ACT a n d Region Injury Survei l lance a n d Prevention Project 
Worksafe Aust ra l ia Occupa t iona l Health a n d Safety Sta t is t ics 
Coord ina t ion G r o u p 
Steer ing Commit tee , Nat ional A s t h m a Mortality S tudy 

Dr Leonard S m i t h 
Adviser to the Aboriginal Hea l th Development Group 
Advisory Commit tee , Cen t r e for Clinical Epidemiology a n d Bios t a b s tics, 
Univers i ty of Newcast le 
Advisory Commit tee , Nat ional Cen t re for Epidemiology a n d Populat ion 
Heal th , Aus t ra l i an National University 
Aus t r a l i an Heal th Minis ters ' Advisory Council (by invitation) 
Execut ive Commit tee , Nat ional Injury Surveil lance and Prevention 
Project (Chair) 
Nat ional Heal th a n d Medical Research Council (by invitation) 
NHMRC Public Heal th Resea rch a n d Development Committee 
NHMRC Special P u r p o s e s Commit tee 

A u s t r a l a s i a n Epidemiological Associat ion (Vice-president) 

Professor A J o h n S p e n c e r (DSRU) 
Pos t -g r adua t e Commit tee in Dentis t ry, University of Adelaide 
Board of Directors , S o u t h Aus t ra l i an Dental Service Incorporated 
Den ta l Policy a n d Implementa t ion Review Committee, Sou th Aust ra l ian 
Hea l th Commiss ion 
Den ta l Board of S o u t h Aus t ra l i a 
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Editorial Board of Journal of Preventive Dentistry 
Consu l t an t to Denta l Health Services Commit tee , Aus t ra l i an Denta l 
Association 
NHMRC Exper t Panel on Impac t of Change in Oral Heal th S t a t u s on 
Denta l Educa t ion , Workforce, Pract ices a n d Services in Aus t ra l i a (Chair) 

Mr Christopher S t e v e n s o n 
Council of Aus t ra l i an Consor t ium for Social a n d Political Resea rch 
Incorporated 

Dr Neil T h o m s o n 
NHMRC Working Party on Anaes the t ic Mortality 
Consu l t an t to the NHMRC Working Party on Mate rna l Mortality 

Ms Marijke van Ommeren 
Managemen t Commit tee , Q u a d c a r e 
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Activities funded by outside bodies 
Title 
Fund ing body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Title 
Fund ing body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Tide 
Fund ing body 
Amount 
Project 

Title 

F u n d i n g body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

T ide 
Fund ing body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Tide 
Fund ing body 
Amount 
Project 

T ide 

Fund ing body 
Amount 
Project 

National Hospital Sta t is t ics Project 
AHMAC 
$186 ,000 
To develop r ecommenda t ions on a National Min imum 
Data Set for ins t i tu t ional services a n d to r e c o m m e n d 
m e t h o d s of cost ing inpat ient a n d ou tpa t i en t services . 

Supppor t for Superspecial ty Services Subcommi t t ee 
AHMAC 
$50 ,100 
Development of guidel ines for superspec ia l ty services . 

Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Uni t 
DCSH 
$ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 (over two years) 
Coordinat ion of na t ional b r e a s t a n d cervical cance r 
screening evaluat ion. 

Public Heal th Research a n d Development Commit tee 
Projects 
NHMRC 
$98 ,000 
To u n d e r t a k e two projects to: 
ana lyse publ ic hea l th r e sea r ch a n d development 
activity in Austral ia , identify g a p s in r e sea r ch a n d 
t ra ining of r esea rch personne l , a n d es tabl i sh a register 
of g ran t s ; a n d 
identify gaps in evaluat ion r e sea r ch in Aus t ra l i an 
hea l th services, a n d r e c o m m e n d e d s t ra tegies for 
expand ing evaluat ion t ra in ing. 

1989 Risk Factor Prevalence Survey 
NHMRC 
$50 ,000 
Suppor t for the conduc t of the National Hear t 
Founda t ion ' s 1989 Risk Factor Prevalence Survey. 

1989 Risk Factor Prevalence Survey 
National Hear t Founda t ion of Aust ra l ia 
$30 ,000 
Suppor t for the conduc t of the National Hear t 
Founda t ion ' s 1989 Risk Fac tor Prevalence Survey. 

Nat ional As thma and As thma-Re la ted Mortali ty 
Collection 
NHMRC 
$35 ,000 
Es t ab l i shmen t of a National A s t h m a a n d A s t h m a 
Related Mortality Collection. 
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Title 
F u n d i n g body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

CSIRO Division of Plant Indus t ry Laboratory S tudy 
CSIRO 
$ 8 0 , 0 0 0 (over two years) 
Follow u p of workforce to de te rmine cancer 
experience. 

Title 
F u n d i n g body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

T ide 
F u n d i n g body-
A m o u n t 
Project 

Carcinogenicity of dapsone in Vietnam ve terans 
Commonwea l th Depa r tmen t of Veterans ' Affairs 
$ 1 1 , 5 0 0 
Invest igat ion of scope for epidemiological s tudies . 

Hospital Pat ient Spat ia l Impac t s Model Workshop 
Research a n d Development G r a n t s Advisory 
Commit tee 
$ 2 , 5 0 0 
C o n d u c t demons t r a t i ons and provide examples o f the 
model in w o r k s h o p format. 

Title 
F u n d i n g body 
A m o u n t 
Descr ip t ion 

Medibank Private Visiting Fellowship 
Medibank Private 
$ 1 6 , 6 0 0 
Fellowship for Dr Morris Barer of the University of 
Bri t ish Columbia to work a t t he Ins t i tu te on t h e 
ana lys i s of hea l th i n s u r a n c e da t a . 
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Cumulative publications list 
T h e Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th p roduces a wide r a n g e of pub l ica t ions b a s e d 
o n i t s work program, covering s u c h i s sues a s hea l th expendi tu re , hosp i ta l u se , 
quali ty a s s u r a n c e , the hea l th l abour force, hea l th s t a t u s differentials, t r e n d s 
in mortali ty a n d hea l th technologies. 

This list inc ludes publ ica t ions p roduced by the AIH. a lone or jointly with o the r 
organisa t ions . Where the Ins t i tu te h a s t aken over p roduc t ion of a pre-exis t ing 
series, t hese a re also shown. 

T h e list con ta ins a brief descript ion of the con t en t s of each title a s well a s de 
tails of whe re the publ ica t ion c a n b e obta ined a n d price (if applicable). T h e 
pos tage a n d packaging cha rges listed a r e for publ ica t ions suppl ied t h r o u g h 
the AIH. Check with o ther suppl ie rs for their pos tage a n d packag ing charges , 
a n d with the AIH Publ icat ions Section for large orders . 

How to order 
For publ ica t ions available directly from the Austral ian Ins t i tu te of Hea l th 
(AIH) te lephone (062) 4 3 5 0 7 3 or write to: 

The Publ icat ions Section 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health 
GPO Box 570 
Canber ra ACT 2 6 0 1 

Please inc lude p a y m e n t with your order for AIH publ ica t ions . 
For publ ica t ions available from the Australian G o v e r n m e n t Publ ishing Ser
v ice (AGPS) Bookshops te lephone (008) 0 2 6 1 4 8 (Canberra c u s t o m e r s p lease 
call 954861) for fur ther Information or write to: 

AGPS Mail Order Sales 
Aus t ra l ian Government Publ ishing Service 
GPO Box 84 
Canbe r r a ACT 2 6 0 1 

For publ ica t ions available from Aboriginal S t u d i e s Press t e lephone (062) 
4 6 1 1 1 1 or write to: 

Aboriginal S tud ies Press 
GPO Box 5 5 3 
Canbe r r a ACT 2 6 0 1 

For publ ica t ions available from the National Perinatal S ta t i s t i c s Unit tele
p h o n e (02) 6 9 2 4 3 7 8 or write to: 

Jennifer B u r n 
National Perinatal Sta t is t ics Unit 
Depa r tmen t of Public Health 
Building A27 
Sydney University 
NSW 2 0 0 6 
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For pub l i ca t ions avai lable from t h e National Injury Surveil lance and Pre
v e n t i o n Project t e l ephone (08) 2 2 6 6 3 6 2 or write to: 

S u e Thewlis 
NISPP National Secre ta r ia t 
Epidemiology B r a n c h 
S o u t h Aus t ra l i an Hea l th Commiss ion 
PO Box 6 
R u n d l e Mall SA 5 0 0 0 

For pub l ica t ions avai lable from t h e Denta l S ta t i s t i c s and Research Unit tele
p h o n e (08) 2 2 8 5 0 2 7 o r wri te to: 

AIH Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch Unit 
Univers i ty of Adelaide 
PO Box 4 9 8 
Adelaide SA 5 0 0 1 

Out of print publications 
Several ear ly AIH pub l i ca t ions a re o u t of pr int . Some a re available t h rough t h e 
AGPS d e m a n d pr in t ing service (062 954411) . O the r s may be held by the 
Nat ional Library of Aus t ra l i a a n d State , Territory or university l ibraries. 
In te r - l ibrary loans t h r o u g h y o u r l ibrary m a y b e a r ranged with the AIH where 
copies a r e unavai lab le locally. 

AIH publications 
Aboriginal hea l th: an a n n o t a t e d 
bibl iography 
TV Thomson and P Merrifleld 
(A Joint AIAS and AIH publication) 
T h e Aboriginal people are t h e leas t 
hea l thy sub -popu la t i on in Aust ra l ia . 
Th i s b o o k will a s s i s t pol i t ic ians a n d 
hea l th p l a n n e r s by providing a n n o 
t a t ed references to t h e m o s t signifi
c a n t mater ia l pub l i shed be tween 
1970 a n d 1985. 

Availability: F rom Aboriginal S tud i e s 
P r e s s 
Price: $ 1 9 . 9 5 

Aboriginal hea l th in format ion bull
e t i n 
Volumes 1-7 were pub l i shed by the 
Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal 
S tud ie s , beginning in 1982. Volumes 
8 o n w a r d s have b e e n pub l i shed joint
ly by the AIH a n d AIAS. Volume 12 to 
b e p u b l i s h e d in November 1989. 

Availability: F rom AIH 
Price: Free to subscr ibers , $2 (p&p) 
for single i s sues 
Aboriginal hea l th s ta t i s t i c s : pro
ceed ings of a workshop, Darwin, 
April 1 9 8 6 
Examines the development of Abori
ginal hea l th s tat is t ics in Austra l ia . 
Availability: From AIH 
Price: $2 p&p 

Annual report 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 
Firs t a n n u a l repor t of the Aus t ra l i an 
Ins t i tu te of Health. 
Availability: F r o m AGPS 
Price: $8 .95 
Australian c a s e m i x bullet in 
Publ ished four t imes a year to en
courage exchange of information be 
tween people working on casemix in 
Austral ia . First i s sue February 1989, 
No 4 to be publ i shed October 1989. 
Availability: F rom AIH 
Price: Free to subscr ibers , $2 (p&p) 
for single r eques t s 
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Australian hea l th expenditure 
1 9 7 9 - 8 0 to 1 9 8 1 - 8 2 
T h e fourth publ ica t ion in a series, 
which b e g a n in J u n e 1980, out l ining 
hea l th expendi tu re by government 
a n d individuals . Earlier vo lumes 
were p roduced by the t h e n Common
weal th D e p a r t m e n t of Heal th. 

Availability: O u t of p r in t b u t c a n b e 
obta ined th rough AGPS d e m a n d 
pr in t ing service for $ 2 4 . 9 5 . 

Australian hea l th expenditure 
1 9 7 0 - 7 1 to 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 
T h e fifth publ ica t ion in the hea l th ex
pend i tu r e series, covering 1970-71 to 
1 9 8 4 - 8 5 . Upda t e s earlier p u b l i c 
a t ions in the series, with the e m p h a 
sis o n expend i tu re be tween 1981-82 
a n d 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 . 

Availability: F rom AGPS 
Price $ 8 . 9 5 

Australia's hea l th 1 9 8 8 
The first b iennia l repor t of the AIH a s 
sembles s ta t is t ical da t a on the s ta te 
o f the na t ion ' s hea l th a n d hea l th ser
vices. It covers s u c h topics a s the 
changes in occur rence of d i seases 
a n d expectat ion of life; t he effects of 
age, sex, social s t a t u s a n d occupat ion 
on the incidence of s i ckness a n d dis
ease; the p r e s e n t scope a n d cost of 
hea l th services; hea l th technologies; 
a n d the likely changes in hea l th a n d 
hea l th services a s the Aus t ra l i an 
popula t ion ages . 

Availability: F rom AGPS 
Price: $ 1 9 . 9 5 

Cancer in Australia 1 9 8 2 
GG Giles, BK Armstrong and LR Smith 
The first digest of Aust ra l ian cancer 
incidence s ta t i s t ics . Inc ludes g raphs , 
incidence m a p s a n d microfiche 
tables . 

Availability: F r o m AIH 
Price: $15 (includes p&p) 

Health expendi ture informat ion 
bul let in 
The AIH p r o d u c e s occasional bul l 
e t ins to u p d a t e detai ls of hea l th ex
pend i tu re . Firs t i s sue March 1986 . 
No 1: PTelimlnary e s t ima te s of 

hea l th expend i tu re 1 9 8 2 - 8 3 
to 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 

No 2: Aus t ra l i an h e a l t h expend i tu re 
1 9 8 2 - 8 3 to 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 

No 3 : Aus t ra l i an hea l th expend i tu re 
1 9 8 2 - 8 3 to 1 9 8 5 - 8 6 

Availability: F rom AIH 
Price: Free to subsc r ibe r s , $2 (p&p) 
for single r e q u e s t s 

Health differentials for working age 
Austral ians 
SH Lee. LR Smith. E d'Espaignet and N 
Thomson 
Presen t s d a t a on the differences in 
hea l th s t a t u s a n d r i sk factors b e 
tween sociodemographic g r o u p s In 
Austra l ia . 
Availability: F rom AIH 
Price: $12 .00 ( includes p&p) 

Health workforce informat ion bull
e t i n 
Presen t s informat ion from C e n s u s e s 
of Populat ion a n d Housing, beg inn ing 
with 1 9 8 1 . They con ta in comparab l e 
tables a n d b a s i c d a t a on the cha r 
acter is t ics of a r a n g e of hea l th occu
pa t ions . 
No 1: Nurse workforce 1981 
No 2: Medical workforce 1981 
No 3: Denta l workforce 1981 
No 4: Phys io therapy workforce 1981 
No 5: Occupa t iona l t he rapy work

force 1981 
No 6: Speech the rapy workforce 

1981 
No 7: Radiography workforce 1981 
No 8: Dietit ian workforce 1981 
No 9: Chiropody workforce 1981 
No 10: P h a r m a c y workforce 1981 
No 11: Prepara t ion of hea l th p ro 

fessionals t h rough ter t iary 
educa t ion in Aust ra l ia 
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No 12: Immigra t ion of h e a l t h p ro 
fessionals to Aust ra l ia 
1 9 8 2 - 8 3 to 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 

No 13: N u r s e workforce 1986 
No 14: Medical workforce 1986 
No 15: Den ta l workforce 1986 
No 16: Phys io the rapy workforce 1986 
No 17: Occupa t iona l t he rapy work

force 1986 
No 18: Speech the rapy workforce 

1986 
No 19: Heal th professional associ 

a t i ons : inventory of d a t a col
lect ions 

No 20 : Hea l th professional regis ter ing 
au thor i t i e s : inventory of d a t a 
collections 

No 2 1 : Radiography workforce 1986 
No 2 2 : Chiropody workforce 1986 
No 2 3 : P h a r m a c y workforce 1986 
No 24 : Optomet ry workforce 1986 
Availability: F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 2 pe r vo lume p & p ( m a x i m u m 
$10) 

Hospita l u t i l i sa t ion and c o s t s 
s t u d y 
T h e four-volume r epo r t i s t he first 
major na t iona l s t u d y of hospi ta l u s e 
a n d cos t s s ince the J a m i s o n Inquiry 
In 1980 . T h e AIH, in cooperat ion with 
S t a t e a n d Terri tory hea l th a u t h o r 
it ies, collected informat ion for 
1 9 8 5 - 8 6 from every publ ic hospi ta l in 
Aus t ra l ia . 

Volume 1: C o m m e n t a r y 
R Harvey and C Mathers 
Volume 2 : S u r v e y o f p u b l i c h o s p i t a l s 
a n d re la ted da t a 
C Mathers and R Harvey 
Volume 3 : Projecting a c u t e hosp i ta l 
d e m a n d in 1996 for New S o u t h 
Wales, Q u e e n s l a n d a n d Wes te rn Au
s t ra l ia . (September 1989) 
S Gillett and R Harvey 
Volume 4 : S tud ies a n d r epo r t s p re 
pa red by a n d for t h e Aus t r a l i an In
s t i tu t e of Heal th 
M Renwick, C Stevenson, NStaples and J 
Butler 

Availability: From AIH 
Price: $ 5 (p&p) per volume 

Managing madness : psychiatry and 
s o c i e t y in Australia 1 7 8 8 - 1 9 8 0 
M Lewis 
Examines a wide range of mater ia l in
c luding psychiatr ic theories a n d 
t rea tment , ins t i tu t ions a n d services, 
legislation a n d policy, a n d pro
fessional t ra in ing a n d re la t ions be 
tween the m e n t a l hea l th professions. 

Availability: From AGPS 
Price: $24 .95 

Quality assurance in hospitals 
M Renwick and R Harvey 
Details the resu l t s of a survey under 
t a k e n by the AIH, in collaboration 
wi th S ta te a n d Territory hea l th a u t h 
orities. It p r e s e n t s a comprehensive 
p ic tu re o f t h e p re sen t s t a te of quali ty 
a s s u r a n c e in Austra l ian hospi ta ls , 
a n d highlights a r e a s needing im
provement . 
Availability: Out of pr in t b u t c a n b e 
obta ined- th rough AGPS d e m a n d 
pr in t ing service for $29 .95 . 

QA in hospitals—a digest 
M Renwick and R Harvey 
A 40-page s u m m a r y of Quality Assur
ance in hospitals. 
Availability: AIH 
Price: $2 (p&p) 

Report to t h e National C o m m i t t e e 
o n Health and Vital S ta t i s t i c s on 
o u t c o m e data in heal th 
J Hall, G Masters. K Tado and G Andrews 
Recommenda t ions for developing 
na t ional hea l th s tat is t ics in Aus t ra 
lia, b a s e d on a resea rch project set u p 
to de te rmine t h e appropr ia te 
m e t h o d s of measur ing hea l th out 
comes a n d to a s s e s s the usefulness of 
existing da t a collections. 
Availability: From AGPS 
Price: $2 .95 (over the counter) , $ 5 
(mail order) 
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Technolog ies in heal th care: po
l ic ies and pol i t i cs 
J Daly. K Green and E Willis 
Proceedings of a workshop on medi
cal technology sponsored by the AIH 
in Augus t 1985 . 
Availability: Ou t of p r in t b u t c a n be 
obtained th rough AGPS d e m a n d 
pr in t ing service for $34 .95 . 

Women's hea l th data requirements 
SHLee 
Discusses the need for s tud ies on 
women ' s hea l th to take a c c o u n t of 
s u c h factors a s social c lass , environ
ment , employment a n d life s t r e s ses . 
Availability: F r o m AGPS 
Price: $6 .95 

AIH reports & working papers 
Working p a p e r s a n d repor t s a re avail
able from the AIH. There is a charge of 
$2 (p&p) per I tem (maximum $10). 
National Commit tee on Heal th a n d 
Vital Sta t is t ics (1986) The National 
Nosology Reference Centre. Report of 
the working par ty on the proposal to 
es tabl ish a na t ional nosology centre . 
Harvey R (1986) Trends in health ser
vice provision and expenditure in Au
stralia and their relevance to public 
hospitals. 
Tenth revision of the International 
Classification of Diseases. Australia's 
response to World Health Organiz
ation proposals. (1986) 
National Commit tee on Heal th a n d 
Vital S ta t i s t ics Cancer Stat is t ics 
Subcommi t t ee a n d AIH (1986) 
National Cancer Statistics Clearing 
House—protocol 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health Screen
ing Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit 
(1987) Report ofthe working party on 
the development of a national cervical 
cancer screening strategy to the 
AHMAC sub-committee on breast and 
cervical cancer screening. 

Paden F, Cass idy G a n d T h o m s o n N 
(1987) North Coast Aboriginal hospi
talisation project accuracy of identifi
cation of Aboriginal admissions. Re
por t to the Regional Director, North 
Coas t Heal th Region, NSW Depar t 
m e n t of Heal th . 
Wood B, Lee SH a n d Smi th L (1987) 
Bibliography of Australian health dif
ferentials. Selected articles and mono
graphs since 1980. (2 vols). 
Harvey R (1987) Health economics 
teaching in Australia. Report of a n 
Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Hea l t h /Pub l i c 
Heal th Associat ion Workshop , 
Sydney. Augus t 1987. 
Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th Screen
ing Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Uni t 
(1988) Report of the working party on 
the evaluation of breast cancer screen
ing pilot projects to the AHMAC 
sub-committee on breast and cervical 
cancer screening. 
Taskforce o n National Hospi ta l S ta t 
is t ics (1988). Final report to Austra
lian Health Ministers' Advisory Coun
cil 

NHTAP 
T h e National Heal th Technology Ad
visory Panel (NHTAP), which h a s b e e n 
suppor ted by the AIH s ince ear ly 
1987, advises the Commonwea l th 
Government on n e w a n d es tab l i shed 
hea l th technologies. 
NHTAP repor t s provide a b a s i s for ra 
tional decision mak ing o n h e a l t h 
technology use a n d funding. They a r e 
u s e d by Commonwea l th a n d S t a t e 
hea l th au thor i t i es a n d a r e of pa r t i cu 
la r in teres t to h e a l t h admin i s t r a to r s , 
professional bodies a n d indus t ry . 
NHTAP repor t s a re available from the 
AIH. Except for the newslet ter , which 
Is free, the re is a $2 pos tage a n d pack 
aging charge . Check with the AIH 
Publ icat ions Sect ion o n p&p cha rges 
for large orders . 
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NHTAP n e w s l e t t e r 
Published twice a year (June and De
cember), First i s sue March 1985 , No 
10 to be published in December 1989. 

Availability: From AIH 
Price: Free 
Artificial hear t s 
December 1988 
B o n e minera l a s s e s s m e n t and o s 
t e o p o r o s i s 
October 1986 
C o m p u t e r i s e d per imetry 
October 1988 
CT s c a n n i n g in Austral ia 
June 1988 
Digital subtrac t ion angiography 
May 1986 
Digital radiography s y s t e m s 
October 1988 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pa tho logy trial 
part 1: pre-trial i n s t r u m e n t evalu
a t i o n s 
September 1987 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pa tho logy trial 
part 2 : hosp i ta l ward s ide room 
s t u d y 
May 1988 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pa tho logy trial 
part 3 : general pract ice s t u d y 
December 1988 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pa tho logy trial 
part 3 : genera l pract ice s t u d y syn
ops i s 
December 1988 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pa tho logy trial 
part 4: overv iew 
February 1989 
Gal l s tone l i thotr ipsy 
December 1988 
In v i v o NMR s p e c t r o s c o p y 
March 1985 
Lasers in g y n a e c o l o g y 
February 1987 

Lasers in m e d i c i n e 
October 1985 
Medical cyc lotron faci l i t ies 
September 1984 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program: first in
ter im report 
September 1987 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program: s e c o n d 
inter im report 
May 1988 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program con sen 
s u s s t a t e m e n t on cl inical eff icacy 
of MRI 
May 1988 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program third in
ter im report 
January 1989 
Nuclear magnet ic resonance imag
ing 
June 1983 
Nuclear magnet ic resonance imag
ing evaluat ion program se l ec t ion of 
s i t e s 
April 1984 
Oxygen concentrators 
November 1987 
Portable f luoroscopic dev ices : the 
l ix i scope 
March 1987 
Rotat ional t e s t ing of vest ibular 
funct ion 
April 1986 
Screen ing mammography serv ices 
March 1988 
Shock wave l i thotr ipsy 
June 1985 
S h o c k wave l i thotripsy: a technol 
o g y update 
December 1987 
Surgical s tapl ing 
November 1986 
Usage of e n d o s c o p y in Australia 
October 1987 
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NPSU 
Responsibllty for the funding of t h e 
National Per inata l S ta t i s t ics Unit 
(NPSU) w a s t ransferred to the Aus t ra 
l ian Ins t i tu te of Health in 1985. T h e 
Unit is located In the Depa r tmen t of 
Public Health a t t he University of 
Sydney. Publ icat ions a r e available 
from the NPSU free of charge . 

Perinatal news le t ter 
Published four t imes a year. Firs t 
i s sue Februa ry 1988. 

Congenital mal format ions moni
toring report and congeni ta l mal
format ions Australia 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 7 
Publ ished four t imes a year. Firs t 
i s sue 1 9 8 1 . 

Congenital mal format ions Austra
lia. 1 9 8 0 - 1 9 8 4 
Report o n t h e inc idence of major 
congeni ta l malformat ions in t h e 
Coffs Harbour region of NSW 
P Lancaster and J Baker (1985) 

Congenital malformation and 
other reproduct ive o u t c o m e s in 
Coffs Harbour, 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 5 . Report 
to t h e NSW Department of Health 
M Carey and P Lancaster (1987) 

In vitro fert i l isat ion pregnancies , 
Australia and New Zealand 
1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 4 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and Fer
tility Society of Australia (1985) 

In v i tro fert i l isat ion pregnancies , 
Australia and New Zealand 
1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 5 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and Fer
tility Society of Australia (1987) 

IVF and GIFT pregnancies , Austra
lia and New Zealand 1 9 8 6 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and Fer
tility Society of Australia (1987) 

IVF and GIFT pregnancies , Austra
lia and New Zealand 1 9 8 7 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and Fer
tility Society of Australia (1988) 

NISPP & related projects 
T h e National Injury Survei l lance a n d 
Prevention Project (NISPP). which is 
located In the Epidemiology B r a n c h of 
the Sou th Aus t ra l i an Heal th Com
mission in Adelaide, i s conduc ted by 
t h e AIH in cooperat ion with the Child 
Accident Prevent ion Founda t i on of 
Austral ia . Publ icat ions a n d working 
p a p e r s a re available from NISPP free 
of charge . 

Child Injury survei l lance s y s t e m : a 
feasibi l i ty s t u d y for Austral ia 
JN Moiler and GV Vimpani 
CAPFA. Melbourne (1985) 
Availability: F rom Child Accident Pre
vention Founda t ion of Aust ra l ia (03 
6 6 3 1319) 
Price: Free 

NISPP nat ional bul let in 
Firs t i s sue Sep t ember 1987, final 
i s sue . No 3 . w a s pub l i shed in Augus t 
1988 . 

The Link 
Quarter ly newsle t te r replacing t h e 
NISPP na t iona l bul let in. F i rs t i s sue to 
b e pub l i shed Augus t 1989 

Interim report: Nat ional Injury Sur
ve i l lance and Prevent ion Project 
GV Vimpani and P Hartley 

NISPP cod ing manua l (Third edition) 
PG Hartley, DE Robley and SN Thewlis 
(1988) 

S y s t e m input manual: data en try 
and search s c r e e n s (1987) 

S y s t e m output manua l (1987) 

Reports and working papers 
Vimpani AF (1989) A validation study 
of the collection instrument and coding 
system used for the National Injury 
Surveillance and Prevention Project 

Woodard Knight L (1989) Sports In
juries Review 
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State bulletins 
S o u t h Austral ian injury surveil
l ance m o n t h l y bu l l e t ins 
Firs t i s s u e J u l y 1986, No 14 to be 
p u b l i s h e d in S e p t e m b e r 1989 

Hazard 
Quar te r ly newsle t te r of t h e Victorian 
Injury Survei l lance Sys tem. First 
i s sue J u r y 1988 . 

Availability: F r o m VISS (03) 3 4 5 5 0 8 7 

DSRU 
T h e Den ta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Resea rch 
Uni t (DSRU), b a s e d a t t he University 
of Adelaide, is developing Information 
a n d s ta t i s t ics o n t h e den ta l l abour-
force a n d on den t a l h e a l t h s t a t u s . 
Publ ica t ions a n d work ing p a p e r s a re 
avai lable from DSRU free of charge . 

Redes ign of t h e ch i ld d e n t a l hea l th 
survey 
Denial Statistics and Research Unit (1988) 

Working papers & reports 
Denta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) National statistics, national 
register of dentists. Repor t to the 
P res iden t s of the Denta l Boards of 
Aus t ra l i a Conference 

Denta l Sta t is t ics and Research Unit 
(1988) Australian Longitudinal Study 
on Ageing, dental component. Report 
on the 1988 pilot s tudy 
Denta l Stat is t ics and Research Unit 
(1988) Child Dental Health Survey. A 
d i scuss ion pape r 
Denta l Sta t is t ics and Research Unit 
(1988) Report in the AustralianDental 
Association News Bulletin, November 
1988 
Denta l Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) Ethnicity/Aboriginaltty. Re
view of ques t ions (as a pa r t of the 
redes ign of the Child Dental Health 
Survey a n d in response to the needs 
o f the Queens l and School Denta l Ser
vice, the DSRU reviewed the ques
tions u s e d to elicit e thn ic i ty /abo
r iginal ly) 

Denta l Sta t is t ics and Research Unit 
(1989) Child Dental Health Survey. 
Survey guide for the Aus t ra l ian Capi
tal Terri tory 
Denta l Stat is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1989) Child Dental Health Survey. 
Survey guide for the Nor the rn Terri
tory 
Denta l Sta t is t ics and Research Unit 
(1989) Child Dental Health Survey. 
Survey guide for New S o u t h Wales 
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Appendix 9 

Freedom of information 
There were n o r e q u e s t s for Information u n d e r the provision of t h e Freedom of 
Information Act du r ing the year. 
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Appendix 10 

Abbreviations and acronyms 
ABN Aust ra l ian Bibliographic Network 

ABS Aus t ra l i an Bureau of Sta t is t ics 

AHMAC Aus t ra l i an Health Ministers ' Advisory Council 

AHMC Aust ra l ian Health Ministers ' Conference 

AIAS Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal S tud ies 

AIH Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health 

ANU Aus t ra l i an National University 

ASAC Aus t ra l i an Stat is t ics Advisory Council 

CT computer i sed tomography 

DCSH Depa r tmen t of Communi ty Services & Heal th (Commonweal th) 

DRG diagnos is re la ted g roup 

EEO equal employment oppor tuni ty 

GIFT gamete intra-fallopian t ransfer 

HIC Heal th I n s u r a n c e Commiss ion 

LWOP leave wi thout pay 

rVT in vitro fertilisation 

MRI magne t ic r e s o n a n c e imaging 

NCADA National Campaign Against Drug Abuse 

NCEPH National Cent re for Epidemiology a n d Popula t ion Heal th 
(Australian National University) 

NHBP National Bet ter Health Program 

NCHVS National Commit tee on Health a n d Vital S ta t i s t ics 

NHMRC National Heal th a n d Medical Research Counci l 

NHTAP National Heal th Technology Advisory Panel 

NISPP National Injury Surveil lance and Prevent ion Project 

PHA Public Heal th Associat ion of Aust ra l ia Inc. 

RADGAC Research a n d Development G r a n t s Advisory Commit tee 

SECU Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit 

WHO World Health Organizat ion 
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