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Explanatory notes
The term 'Indigenous' is used to refer to mothers and babies of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander descent.
Confinements and births in 'not stated' categories are excluded from calculation of percentages.
Due to rounding, percentages may not always add up to exactly 100.0%.
If data items such as presentation or type of delivery differed for twins or other multiple births,
the confinement was arbitrarily included in the category of the first multiple birth.
Fetal deaths (stillbirths) from the State and Territory perinatal collections have a gestational age
of at least 20 weeks or a birthweight of at least 400g. Fetal, neonatal and perinatal deaths in the
tables based on data fiom the Australian Bureau of Statistics have a birthweight of at least 500g
or, when birthweight was not available, a gestational age of at least 22 weeks.
2 duplicated records in New South Wales were deleted fiom the national data.
In the tables on multiple births, 70 confinements for which plurality was not stated in New South
Wales were counted as singleton pregnancies.
Due to data editing, the figures in this report for Northern Territory (and some other States and
Territories) may differ slightly from those in reports published by the States and Territories.
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Highlights
In 1994, 261,335 babies born to 257,657 mothers were notified to perinatal data collections in
the States and Territories, an increase of 0.3% from 1993. More mothers had their babies in
birth centres than in previous years and home births declined slightly in 1994.
The average age of all mothers in 1994 was 28.3 years, and 26.3 years for those having their
first baby, continuing the upward trend in recent years. There were 13,732 teenage mothers
(5.3% of all mothers), of whom 4,29 1 were aged 17 years or younger.
Although some women are deferring childbearing, in 1994 only 1 in 15 mothers had their first
baby at 35 years or older. One in 10 mothers with private health insurance were in thls group,
compared with only 1 in 25 mothers who did not have health insurance.
There were 7,397 Indigenous mothers (2.9% of all mothers), of whom 2,347 gave birth in
Queensland, 1,530 in New South Wales, 1,433 in Western Australia, 1,220 in the Northern
Territory, and smaller numbers in the other States and the Australian Capital Territory. Their
average age was 23.8 years and there was a high proportion of teenage mothers (24.6%).
The proportion of mothers who were born in other countries decreased slightly to 22.8% in
1994, down from 23.1 % in 1993. Mothers born in Asia increased from 5.1% of all mothers in
1991 to 7.0% in 1994, reflecting the increasing number of confinements of mothers born in
countries such as Vietnam (4,290), Chma (2,66 l), India (1,3 1l), and Hong Kong (1,120).
Multiple pregnancies accounted for 1.4% of all confinements and included 3,496 twin
pregnancies, 85 triplet pregnancies, and 4 quadruplet pregnancies.
In 1994, almost 1 in 5 (19.4%) births was by caesarean section, continuing the rising trend
from 18.0% in 1991, 18.3% in 1992, and 19.0% in 1993. South Australia (23.5%) had the
highest caesarean rate in 1994 and Tasmania (17.2%) the lowest. Caesarean rates were higher
among older mothers, those having their first baby, and those with private health insurance.
Mothers aged 35-39 years who were privately insured and having their first baby had a
caesarean rate of 37.5%.
More mothers had relatively short postnatal stays in hospital in 1994 than in previous years.
The proportion who stayed less than 4 days increased from 20.2% in 1991 to 3 1.9% in 1994.
Mothers without private health insurance had shorter postnatal stays than those with private
health insurance.
Low birthweight (less than 2,500g) occurred in 16,387 (6.3%) infants in 1994. The mean
birthweight of mfants of Indigenous mothers was 3,148g721 1g less than for all births; 12.8% of
Indigenous infants had a low birthweight, just over twice the national proportion.
Fetal, neonatal and perinatal death rates continued their downward trend of the last two
decades, declining to 4.7, 3.4 and 8.0 per 1,000 births, respectively, in 1994, the lowest rates
yet achieved. Early neonatal deaths and fetal deaths during labour have shown the greatest
declines. The perinatal death rate of twins was 4.2 times higher, and of other multiple births 8.7
times hlgher, than the death rate of singleton babies.
In 1994, the survival up to 28 days of low birthweight infants varied from 64.3% for infants of
500-9998 to 94.5% for those weighmg 1000-14998, and 97.2% for mfants of 1500-19998.

Introduction
This report contains national data on births in Australia in 1994, based on notifications to the groups
responsible for the perinatal data collection in each State and Territory.
The major purposes of these perinatal collections are:
to describe for all births the demographic, medical and pregnancy characteristics of mothers, and
the characteristics and outcomes of their mfants;
to identify risk factors contributing to adverse outcomes of mothers, their pregnancies, and the
health status of their infants;
to plan, implement and evaluate health services for pregnant women and their infants;
to enable analysis of national data, and comparison of characteristics and outcomes between
States and Territories;
to analyse perinatal and infant deaths and other outcomes, by linking perinatal data to other
relevant data;
to monitor specific outcomes such as congenital malformations:
to conduct epidemiological studies of health problems among pregnant women and mfaants.
The report also contains national data on trends in perinatal deaths.

1.1

Data sources

The perinatal collections are based on a national perinatal minimum data set which has been revised on
several occasions since it was first introduced in 1979. Notification forms for each birth are usually
completed by midwives, and sometimes by medical practitioners, who obtain information from the
records of each mother and baby. Data processing, analysis, and publication of reports are undertaken
by each State and Territory health authority. In Tasmania, the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology at the University of Tasmania has run the perinatal collection since 1974 and a revised
perinatal collection started there in 1995. Each State and Territory provided computerised records for
each mother and baby on floppy disks to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare National
Perinatal Statistics Unit at the University of Sydney.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) compiles statistics and publishes reports on live births and
perinatal deaths from data made available by the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages in each
State and Territory. Data obtained from ABS and its published reports were used to analyse trends and
variations in perinatal deaths in the period from 1973 to 1994.

1.2

Perinatal minimum data set and definitions

The national perinatal minimum data set has data items on socio-demographic characteristics of the
mother; previous pregnancies; the current pregnancy; labour, delivery and the puerperium; and the
mfant, including birth status, sex, birthweight, Apgar scores, resuscitation, neonatal morbidity, and
congenital malformations. The National Perinatal Data Advisory Committee has recommended
definitions for these data items, which have been approved by the National Health Data Committee and
the National Health Information Management Group. These definitions are included in the National
Health Data Dictionary version 5.0 (National Health Data Comnlittee 1996).

1.3

Criteria

Tabulated data in this report are based on births that occurred in each State and Territory in 1994.
Because of differences in data items, and varying practices for coding the mother's place of residence if
she lived in a State or Territory other than that in whch the birth occurred, it is presently not possible to
analyse the perinatal data according to region of residence. Notification forms are completed for all
births of 20 weeks or more gestation, or a birthweight of 400g or more.

1.4

Data quality

Each State and Territory perinatal data group constantly requests further information on missing or
doubtful data items fiom hospitals and homebirth practitioners. Edit checks, and summaries of data
provided in reports to individual hospitals, enable adhtional review of data quality. Most States have
also conducted validation studies of the accuracy of their data.
The main limitations of the perinatal collections are for data items on maternal medical conditions,
obstetric complications, and neonatal morbidity. In some instances, clinical diagnoses may be recorded
without reference to specific definitions. States and Territories also have different practices in collecting
these clinical diagnoses, either by recording each specified diagnosis or by including check lists of the
more common hagnoses. Further consultation and validation of diagnoses included in specific codes are
required.

1.5

Scope of report

Until all State and Territory perinatal collections are linked to registrations of perinatal deaths, these
collections cannot provide national data on perinatal mortality. Annual reports based on registrations of
perinatal deaths are published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. These data have been used to
examine trends in perinatal mortality. Additional tables based on linkage of perinatal deaths to birth
records in some States provide information on perinatal mortality by birthweight.
Notifications of congenital malformations from the perinatal collections are supplemented by other
mformation fiom perinatal death certificates, autopsy reports, cytogenetic laboratories, children's
hospitals and notifications of induced abortions. Separate reports on congenital malformations are
published by the AIHW National Perinatal Statistics Unit.
The AIHW National Perinatal Statistics Unit welcomes any comments on the content of this report and
on suggestions for data that might be included in future reports.
Reports based on each State or Territory perinatal collection are published by State and Territory health
authorities and by the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the University of Tasmania
(Ascroft 1992; Chan, Scott, McCaul & Keane 1995; Consultative Council on Obstetric and Paediatric
Mortality and Morbidity 1995; Gee 1995; Marsden & Correy 1989; Markey, McComb, & Woods
1996; Taylor & Pym 1995; Queensland Health 1995).
Based on data from the State and Territory perinatal collections, a comprehensive report on Indigenous
mothers and their babies, Australia, 1991-1993 was published in 1996 (Plunkett, Lancaster & Huang
1996). Other similar reports will be published in the future.

2 Results
2.1

Introductory notes

This chapter provides data on demographc and pregnancy characteristics of inothers and some
characteristics and outcomes of their infants. Because of multiple pregnancies and births, the number of
infants slightly exceeds the number of mothers. The term 'coilfineinents' has been used in the headings
of tables and figures to inQcate maternal characteristics, whereas 'births' refer to mfants.
Each State and Territory has developed its own forms for collecting perinatal data, often to maintain
compatibility with its other data collections. m l e the perinatal collections are based on a national
minimum data set, there may be differences in the options recorded for individual data items. l11e data
in thls report relate to the State or Territory of occurrence of births rather than to the area of usual
residence of the mother.

2.2

Confinements and births

There were 257,657 confinements notified to State and Territory perinatal data groups in Australia in
1994, resulting in a total of 261,335 live births and fetal deaths (Table 1). Compared to the number of
births notified in 1993, thls was an increase of 757 births, or 0.3%. Although birth rates in the States
and Territories hffer, the dstribution of births generally reflects that of the population and of women in
the reproductive age group (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Distribution of births in Australia, States and
Territories, 1994
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To evaluate the complcteness of notifications of births in the perinatal collections, these births can be
compared with birth registrations by year of occurrence published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS 1995). In the registration system, there were 257,371 live births in Australia in 1994 (ABS
1997), 2,219 fewer than the 259,590 live births notified to the perinatal collections. As the States and
Territories sometimes differ in the conventions used for coding the residence of mothers living interstate,
it is not readily possible to compare the numbers in the b7o data systems by State and Territory. These
small differences in the national figures on live births are due to significant delays in the registration of

I

some live births. It is also likely that some home births are not notified to the perinatal collections but
are still registered by the parents.
Some States are already linking notifications from the perinatal collections to registrations of births and
perinatal deaths. Once this is achieved in all States and Territories, with the assistance of Registrars and
the Australian Bureau of Statistics, it will be possible to explain the discrepancies between the two
perinatal data systems and to implement measures for ensuring complete notification and registration of
births and perinatal deaths.
Linking data in the perinatal collections to birth registrations also has the advantage of enabling analysis
of associations between paternal characteristics, various maternal characteristics and risk factors, and
pregnancy outcome. Except for paternal occupation recorded in South Australia and Tasmania, there
are no paternal data in the perinatal collections. Birth registrations include information on paternal age,
Aboriginality (except in Queensland), country of birth and occupation, so enhanced analysis is possible
by linking the two data systems.

2.3

Place of birth

Most births in Australia occur in hospitals, either in conventional labour-ward settings or in hospital
birth centres. In 1994, New South Wales, Western Australia, South Australia, the Australian Capital
Temtory and the Northern Territory designated birth centres separately on notification forms. The total
of 3,650 confinements in birth centres in 1994 (Table 2) exceeded the 3,400 confinements in 1993 and
2,405 confinements in 1992. In 1994, confinements in birth centres accounted for 2.6% of all
confinements in the specified States and Territories. Planned home births, and births occurring
unexpectedly before arrival in hospital for planned hospital births, are the other two groups and have
relatively small numbers. In the Northern Territory, the 59 'other' confinements were mainly births in
bush clinics.
Planned home births are underascertained in some State and Territory perinatal collections. In 1994,
740 planned home births, representing 0.3% of all births, were notified nationally (Table 2), a decrease
of 9.0% since the previous year.

2.4

Size of maternity unit

The size of maternity units, based on the annual number of confinements, varied from those with just a
few births each year to those with more than 2,000 births. The actual number of maternity units in a
region depends on its geographical location, the population of the region, and policies regarding
maternity services.

In 1994, more than half (5 1.7%) of the maternity units in Australia had fewer than 100 confinements
(Table 3, Figure 2). More than one-thlrd (36.0%) had between 100 and 1,000 confinements, and 12.3%
had more than 1,000 confinements.
Although most maternity units are relatively small in size, the majority of hospital confinements
(61.3%) occurred in the larger maternity units that had more than 1,000 confinements annually (Table
4, Figure 3). More than one-third (37.6%) of hospital confinements were in units with more than 2,000
confinements annually.

Figure 2: Distribution of maternity units by size, States and
Territories, 1994
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Figure 3: Distribution of confinements by size of maternity unit,
States and Territories, 1994
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2.5

Maternal age

Maternal age is an important risk factor for perinatal outcome. Adverse outcomes are more likely
towards each extreme of the reproductive age group. The average age of women giving birth in
Australia has increased gradually in recent years. The mean age in 1994 was 28.3 years, continuing the
rise from 27.9 years in 1991, 28.1 in 1992, and 28.2 in 1993. Mothers in Victoria and the Australian
Capital Temtory were slightly older, and those in the Northern Temtory slightly younger, than average.
The mean age of mothers having their first baby in 1994 was 26.3 years compared with 25.8 in 1991,
26.0 in 1992, and 26.2 in 1993. The proportion of teenage mothers in 1994 was similar to that in 1993,
but older mothers aged 35 years and over increased from 11.7% in 1993 to 12.6% in 1994 (Figure 4).
The actual number of teenage confinements increased slightly from 13,622 in 1993 to 13,732 in 1994.
The proportion of teenage confinements was 5.3% nationally and ranged from a low of 3.6% in Victoria
to 14.6% in the Northern Temtory (Table 5, Figure 5). There were relatively more younger teenage
mothers in the Northern Temtory (Figure 6).
The national age-specific birth rate for teenagers declined from a peak of 55.5 per 1,000 females in
1971 to 20.2 per 1,000 in 1988, rose slightly to 22.1 per 1,000 in 1991, then declined again to 21.9 per
1,000 in 1992, 20.9 in 1993, and 20.7 in 1994 (ABS 1995). Teenage birth rates varied considerably in
1994 from relatively low rates of 14.2 per 1,000 females in Victoria and 14.0 per 1,000 in the
Australian Capital Temtory to the highest rate of 84.0 per 1,000 in the Northern Temtory. The agespecific birth rate understates teenage pregnancy as it does not include induced abortions of unwanted
pregnancies. Only South Australia and the Northern Territory collect population-based data on induced
abortions. In South Australia in 1994, there were 1,046 induced abortions among teenagers (Chan et a1
1995) and 1,047 confinements, so it seems likely that there were more than 27,000 teenage pregnancies
nationally in that year. Lack of data on induced abortions in most States considerably hampers analysis
of trends in teenage pregnancies.

In 1994, the age-specific birth rates of women aged 20 to 24, 25 to 29, and 30 to 34 years were slightly
lower than in 1993, whereas the rates for women in their late 30s and early 40s were slightly higher
(ABS 1995).

Figure 4: Trends in maternal age, Australia, 1991-1994
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Figure 5: Proportion of teenage mothers, all confinements,
States and Territories, 1994
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Figure 6: Age distribution of teenage mothers, States and
Territories, 1994
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2.6

Maternal parity

Parity is the number of previous pregnancies that resulted in live births or stillbirths. In 1994, 39.8% of
mothers were having their first baby and another 33.4% already had one child (Table 6, Figure 7). One
in six mothers (16.9%) had given birth twice previously and 9.8% had three or more children. The
proportion of mothers who had given birth at least twice previously increased with maternal age from
2.5% for teenagers to 54.2% for mothers aged 40 years and over (Table 7).
As indicated in Section 2.5, the average age at which women are having their first baby is gradually
increasing. Nevertheless, the majority (72.3%) of these women are aged less than 30 years (Table 7).
While the proportion of first-time mothers who are 35 years or older is also increasing, only 1 in 15
(6.6%) of all prirniparous women was in tlis age group.
The mother's health insurance status can be used as a indicator of socioeconomic status. Excluding
confinements in Victoria and the Northern Territory where this information was not recorded, mothers
who had private health insurance (9.9%) were more likely than those who were not insured (4.1%) to
have their first baby at 35 years or older, but clearly the proportion in this age group is still relatively
small.

Figure 7: Mother's parity, all confinements, States and
Territories, 1994
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Marital status

Married mothers and those living in de facto relationshps have been grouped together, except in
Tasmania where de facto and single were given the same code. Single mothers accouilted for 1 1.4% of
all confineinents in Australia in 1994 and another 1.2% were widowed, divorced, or separated (Table
8). There were relatively fewer single mothers in the Australian Capital Territory and relatively more in
the Northern Territory. More than half ( 5 1.2%) of all teenage mothers were single and the proportion of
single mothers was hgher as maternal age decreased (Table 9).

2.8

Aboriginality

The National Health Data Dictionary (National Health Data Committee 1996) uses the definition of
Aboriginality recommended by the Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs:
'An Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander is a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander descent who idenhjes as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is
accepted as such by the community with which he or she is associated. '
All States and Territories except Tasmania have a separate data item on Aboriginality on their perinatal
form. Until 1996, confinements of Indigenous mothers in Tasmania were given a specific code if
Aboriginality was recorded on the form in the item for maternal country of birth. Only Queensland
records Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women separately. The term 'Indigenous' is used in this
report to refer to mothers and babies of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent.
In 1994, 7,397 Indigenous women gave birth in Australia; this was 2.9% of all confinements (Table
lo), similar to the proportion of 2.8% in 1993. Indigenous mothers accounted for a much greater
proportion of all confinements in the Northern Territory (35.1%) than elsewhere in Australia (Figure 8).
There were also relatively high proportions of confinements to Indigenous women in Western Australia
(5.7%) and Queensland (5.0%). Because of their larger populations, there were actually more
confinements of Indigenous mothers in Queensland (2,347), New South Wales (1,530) and Western
Australia (1,433) than in the Northern Territory (1,220).

Figure 8: Proportion of Indigenous confinements, States and
Territories, 1994
Per cent of all confinements
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Indigenous mothers are more llkely to have their babies at younger ages, and to have more babies, than
other mothers (Tables 11, 12). In 1994, their average age was 23.8 years compared with 28.3 years for
all coifmements. Almost a quarter (24.6%) of all Indigenous mothers were teenagers. The proportion
of teenagers among Indigenous mothers was higher in the Northern Territory (30.9%) than in the other
States and the Australian Capital Territory.

2.9

Maternal country of birth

The mother's country of birth may be an important risk factor for outcomes such as low birthweight and
perinatal mortality. In 1994, most States and Temtories were using the 4-digit ABS classification but
Western Australia and Tasmania used other modfied classifications.

Figure 9: Maternal country of birth, all confinements,
Australia, 1994
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A h g h proportion (22.8%) of women giving birth in Australia in 1994 were born in other countries
(Figure 9), slightly less than the 23.1% in 1993. Because of the large number of countries, only those
countries with more than 1,000 confinements are reported separately (Table 13). Mothers born in the
United Kingdom comprised 5.0% of all confinements and accounted for relatively higher proportions of
all mothers in Western Australia and South Australia. New Zealand-born mothers comprised 2.4% of
all coifiements. The proportion of mothers who were born in Asia has increased considerably in the
last decade, reflecting recent trends in migration to Australia. In 1994, 7.1% of mothers had been born
in Asia, compared with 5.2% in 1991, 6.3% in 1992 and 6.9% in 1993. The largest numbers of
confinements were to mothers born in Vietnam, C h a , the Philippines, India and Malaysia.
Mothers born in countries where English is not the first language are more l~kelyto reside in the more
populous States, New South Wales and Victoria (Table 13). This pattern is evident for countries such
as Lebanon and several Asian countries, particularly Vietnam, the Philippines, and China. Teenage
confinements were relatively less common among mothers born in Asian countries, but more of these
mothers were aged 35 years and over (Table 14). These variations in geographcal distribution and
maternal age need to be recogrused in planning culturally acceptable maternity and postnatal community
health services, including prenatal diagnosis and interpreter services.
Marital status also varies according to the mother's country of birth. A higher proportion of mothers
bom in Australia and New Zealand were single than those born in most other countries (Table 15,
Figure 10).

-

Figure 10: Marital status of mothers, selected countries,
all confinements, 1994
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2.10 Status in hospital
The proportion of the Australian population with private health insurance declined from about 68% in
1982 to 34.3% in December 1995 (AMW 1996). Patients adrmtted to hospitals may elect to have
public or private status; t h s is usually determined by whether or not they have private health insurance.
Victoria and the Northern Temtory did not collect information on status in hospital in their perinatal
collections in 1994. The proportion of mothers with private status in hospital in the other States and the
Australian Capital Temtory was 37.8% and ranged from 35.6% in Western Australia to 43.6% in the
Australian Capital Territory (Table 16, Figure 11).

Figure 11: Confinements by mother's status in hospital,
selected States and Territories, 1994
Per cent of confinements

NSW

Qld

WA
Public

SA
Private

Tas

ACT

2.1 1 Duration of pregnancy
Accurate population data on gestational age are hfficult to obtain. Estimations based on the calculated
interval between the first day of the last menstrual period (LMP) and the mfant's date of birth may be
imprecise for some women because of uncertainty about the date of the LMP, irregular cycles, or
delayed ovulation after use of oral contraceptives. Nevertheless, in the majority of pregnancies the
gestational age derived from the dates provides an appropriate estimate of the duration of pregnancy.
Not all States and Temtories recorded the date of the last menstrual period in their perinatal collections
in 1994, but they have estimates of gestational age based on prenatal or postnatal assessment. As most
pregnant women have at least one ultrasound examination during pregnancy, t h ~ smay provide usehl
mformation on gestational age if performed in early pregnancy. The different practices for recording and
estimating gestational age in the States and Temtories are likely to result in variable estimates of the
distribution of gestational age. This should be kept in mind when comparing State and Territory data on
gestational age.
Preterm birth (less than 37 completed weeks' gestation) occurred in 6.3% of all confinements (Table 17,
Figure 12). The average duration of pregnancy in Australia was 39.1 weeks. Mothers gave birth at 2027 weeks in 0.6% of confinements, at 28-31 weeks in 0.7%, and at 32-36 weeks in 5.0%. There was a
hlgher incidence of preterm birth in the Northern Territory (9.2%) than elsewhere (Figure 13).
Pretenn birth varied with maternal age and was more llkely among the youngest and oldest mothers than
among those in their 20s or early 30s (Table 18, Figure 14).

Figure 12: Duration of pregnancy, all confinements,
Australia, 1994
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Figure 13: Preterm confinements, Sates and Territories, 1994
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Figure 14: Preterm confinements by maternal age,
Australia, 1994
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Figure 15: Trends in multiple births, Australia, 1991-1994
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2.12 Multiple pregnancy
In the perinatal collections, multiple pregnancies are based on the number of fetuses that remain in utero
at 20 weeks' gestation and are subsequently delivered as separate births. This defimtion excludes
fetuses aborted before 20 completed weeks or fetuses compressed in the placenta at 20 weeks or more.
If gestational age is unknown, only fetuses w e i m g 400g or more are taken into account in determining
whether it is a singleton or multiple pregnancy. As the perinatal collections include both live births and
stillbirths, there are slightly more multiple pregnancies in these figures than in the data on registrations
of live births published by the Australian Bureau of statistics.

In 1994, there were 3,585 multiple pregnancies (1.4% of all confinements), consisting of 3,496 twin
pregnancies, 85 triplet pregnancies, and 4 quadruplet pregnancies (Table 19). The twinning rate of 13.6
per 1,000 confinements in 1994 was higher than the rate of 13.3 per 1,000 in 1993 (Figure 15) and
continued the upward trend since its low point of 9.0 per 1,000 confinements in 1977 (Doherty &
Lancaster 1986). The number of triplet pregnancies increased from 89 in 1991 to 105 in 1992 and then
declined to 99 in 1993 and 85 in 1994. The increasing trend in multiple pregnancies in the last two
decades is mainly attributable to fertility drugs and assisted conception.
Multiple pregnancy increases with advancing maternal age up to the late 30s, and then declines among
older mothers. In 1994, the highest rate of twin confinements (1.9%) was among mothers aged 35 to 39
years ( Table 20, Figure 16).

2.13 Onset of labour
The onset of labour was spontaneous in 67.3% of all confinements (Table 21, Figure 17); thls
proportion was hghest in Tasmania (76.8%) and lowest in Western Australia (60.2%); there was
considerable variation in whether labour was augmented. Labour was induced in 21.5% of pregnancies
and induction was more likely in Western Australia (27.4%) than in the other States and Territories.
Combined medical and surgical induction of labour was more llkely than either type alone. Most
confinements with no labour were elective caesarean sections.

Table 45 : Infant's birthweight, Indigenous births, States and Territories, 1994
Birthweight (g)

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

SA

Mean birthweight (g)
Number

Less than 500
500 - 999
1000 - 1499
1500- 1999
2000 - 2499
2500 - 2999
3000 - 3499
3500 - 3999
4000 - 4499
4500 and over
Not stated
All births

Less than 1000
Less than 1500
Less than 2500
Per cent

Less than 500
500 - 999
1000 - 1499
1500 - 1999
2000 - 2499
2500 - 2999
3000 - 3499
3500 - 3999
4000 - 4499
4500 and over
All births

Less than 1000
Less than 1500
Less than 2500

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia

Table 46 : Distribution ofbirthweight by mother's Aboriginality) country ofbirth, age)parity)
marital status)public andprivate status, andplace of birth, Australia, 1994
Characteristic

Less than lOOOg

Less than 1500g

Less than 2500g

2500g and over

Number Per cent

Number Per cent

Number Per cent

Number Per cent

Maternal country of birth/
Aboriginality
Australia: Non-Indigenous
Australia:Indigenous
New Zealand
United Kingdom
Italy
Former Yugoslavia
Lebanon
China
Hong Kong
India
Malaysia
Philippines
Vietnam
Other countries
Not stated

1,370
115
43
96
6
15
20
10
11
9
5
18
25
148
26

0.7
1.5
0.7
0.7
0.5
0.9
0.6
0.4
1.O
0.7
0.4
0.7
0.6
0.7

2,561
206
82
170
8
26
33
17
17
18
8
29
45
266
51

1.3
2.8
1.3
1.3
0.7
1.5
1.O
0.6
1.5
1.4
0.7
1.1
1.O
1.3

11,753
956
384
776
69
87
175
109
71
105
59
168
274
1,210
191

6.1
12.8
6.2
6.0
6.1
5.1
5.5
4.1
6.2
7.9
4.9
6.3
6.3
5.9
7.1

180,334
6,507
5,775
12,160
1,053
1,605
3,013
2,575
1,068
1,219
1,144
2,482
4,050
19,275
2,486

93.9
87.2
93.8
94.0
93.9
94.9
94.5
95.9
93.8
92.1
95.1
93.7
93.7
94.1
92.9

1,567
25 1
99

0.7
0.9
1.5

2,866
49 1
180

1.3
1.8
2.8

13,438
2,286
663

5.9
8.5
10.2

214,376
24,511
5,859

94.1
91.5
89.8

1,882

0.7

3,494

1.4

16
16
3

1.9
21.6

23
17
3

2.8
23.0

16,214
30
11
96
30
6

6.3
0.8
1.5
11.7
40.5

239,605
3,619
720
726
44
32

93.7
99.2
98.5
88.3
59.5

Maternal age
Less than 15
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40 and over
Not stated
Parity
None
One
Two
Three
Four or more
Not stated
Marital status
Mamed / de facto
Single
Otl~er
Hospital status*
Public
Private
Place of birth
FIospital
Birth centre
Home
Born before arrival
Other
Not stated

* Data exclude

Victoria and Notfhet?~Tenitoly

Table 47 : Proporfion of liveborn low birthweight infants born in hospitals of different sizes, States and
Territories, 1994
-

Low birthweight
category/Hospital size

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

SA

Birthweight: 500 - 9998
Number of births

Per cent
1-100 confinements
101-500 confmements
501-1000 confinements
1001-2000 confinements
200 1 and over confinements

All births: 500 - 9998
Birthweight: 1000 - 1499g
Number of births

Per cent
1-100 confinements
101-500 confinements
50 1-1000 confinements
1001-2000 confuleinents
2001 and over confinements

All births: 1000 - 14998
Birthweight: 1500 - 19998
Number of births

Per cent
1-100 confinements
101-500 confinements
501-1000 confinements
1001-2000 codlnements
2001 and over confinements

All births: 1500 - 1999g

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia

Table 48 : Infant's Apgar score at 1 minute, live births, selected States and Territories, 1994
Apgar score

All live births (n)

NSW

Qld

WA

SA

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia*

87,234

47,716

25,237

19,673

6,790

4,748

3,490

194,888

0.0

0.2

0.0

0.2

0.1

Per cent
0

0.1

0.0

1-3

3.0

2.6

2.3

2.7

2.2

3.9

4.2

2.8

4-6

11.7

10.4

11.5

14.2

9.7

11.8

15.2

11.6

7 - 10

85.2

87.0

86.2

83.1

87.9

84.2

80.5

85.5

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

All live births

*Data excltrde Victoria

Table 49 : Infant's Apgar score at 5 minutes, live births, States and Territories, 1994
Apgar score

All live births (n)

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

SA

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia

87,234

64,448

47,716

25,237

19,673

6,790

4,748

3,490

259,336

Per cent

All live births

0.1

0.0

0.1

0.0

0.0

0.3

0.1

0.2

0.1

0.3

0.2

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.2

0.5

0.6

0.3

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

Table 50 : Apgar scores at 1 and 5 minutes, by birthweight andAboriginality, live births, Australia, 1994
Apgar score

Less than lOOOg

1000-1499g

1500-19998

2000-2499g 2500g and over Not stated

All live births

Apgar score: 1 minute *
Live births (n)
Per cent

Apgar score: 5 minutes
Live blrths (n)
Per cent

Indigenous live births
Apgar score: 1 minute "
Live births (n)

62

75

Per cent

Apgar score: 5 minutes
Live births (n)

64

80

Per cent

Table exclz~desApgar scores 'not stated'
*Data exclz~deVictoria

Table 51 : Apgar scores at 1 and 5 minutes by birthweight andplurality, live births, Australia, 1994
-

-

Apgar score

Less than 1000g

1000-14998

1500-19998

2000-24998

Singleton live births
Apgar score: 1 minute *

Live births (n)

607

815
Per cent

Apgar score: 5 minutes

Live births (n)

797

1,056
Per cent

Multiple live births
Apgar score: 1 minute *

Live bu-ths (n)
Per cent

Apgar score: 5 minutes

Live births (n)

270

436
Per cent

Table excludes Apgar scores hot stated'
*Data exclude Victoria

2500g and over

Not stated

Table 52 : Length of infant's day in hospital, live births, States and Territories, 1994
Length of stay
Mean length of stay (days)

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

5.4

5.3

5.2

5.1

SA

Number
Less than 1 day
1 day
2 days
3 days
4 days
5 days
6 days
7 - 13 days
14 - 20 days
21 - 27 days
28 or more days
Not stated
All live births
Per cent
Less than I day
1 day
2 days
3 days
4 days
5 days
6 days
7 - 13day~
14 - 2 0 days
21 - 27 days
28 or more days
All live births

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia

Table 53 : Length of infant's stay in hospital by plurality, Aboriginality, gestational age, and birthweight,
live births, Australia, 1994

Characteristic

Infants
(n)*

0-2 days

3-4 days

5-6 days 7-13 days 14-20 days 21-27 days 28 or more
days

Plurality
Singleton

Twin
Other multiple birth

Per cent
167,879
4,613
181

16.9
8.2
8.8

34.4
6.4
0.6

30.2
16.0
0.6

16.3
43.3
18.2

0.8
9.6
12.2

0.4
5.6
12.7

0.9
10.9
47.0

5,866
166,807

28.8
16.2

33.7
33.6

19.5
30.1

12.8
17.2

2.3
1.O

1.1
0.6

1.8
1.2

1,268
1,374
9,763
153,829
5,203
1,236

67.5
19.7
10.6
16.5
17.8
21.5

1.1
2.6
11.5
35.4
38.3
34.2

0.6
2.8
17.0
31.1
30.0
25.8

1.9
6.5
32.9
16.4
13.5
13.8

0.6
4.8
12.5
0.3
0.3
1.5

0.8
7.9
7.7
0.1
0.1
1.3

27.5
55.6
7.7
0.1
0.1
1.9

1,362
1,124
2,093
6,654
161,350
90

67.3
18.6
12.0
9.6
16.6
60.0

1.2
1.2
3.1
15.0
35.3
12.2

0.7
2.0
5.6
20.8
30.9
13.3

1.8
4.8
17.3
34.6
16.5
10.0

0.5
5.0
16.4
11.0
0.4

0.7
8.5
17.2
5.6
0.1

27.8
60.1
28.3
3.3
0.1
4.4

Aboriginality
Indigenous
Non-Indigenous

Gestational age
20-27 weeks
28-3 1 weeks
32-36 weeks
37-41 weeks
42 or more weeks
Not stated

Birthweight
Less than 100Og
1000-1499g
1500-19998
2000-24998
2500g and over
Not stated

Table excludes New South Wales
*Data exclude length of stay 'not stated'

Table 54 : Mode ofseparah'on ofinfants born in hospitals or birth centres, States and Territories, 1994
Mode of separation

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA
Number

Discharge home
Transfer to another hospital
Fetal death
Liveborn / Died
Other
Not stated
All births
Per cent

Discharge home
Transfer to another hospital
Fetal death
Livebonl / Died
Other
All births
*Data exclztde South Aztstralia

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia8

Table 55: Fetal, neonatal andperinafal deaths and rates, various definitions, Australia, 1992-1994
Number

Definition/Outcome

Rate per 1,000 births

400gl20 weeks

Fetal deaths
Early neonatal deaths
Perinatal deaths (WHO)
Live births

1,943
1,203
3,146

1,656
1,017
2,673

1,638
1,005
2,643

5,237
3,225
8,462

264,15 1

260,229

258,051

782,43 1

1,493
813
1,015
2,306
2,508

1,245
687
886
1,932
2,131

1,207
693
868
1,900
2,075

3,945
2,193
2,769
6,138
6,714

1,012
466
1,478

823
409
1,232

765
402
1,167

2,600
1,277
3,877

263,140

259,453

257,543

780,136

7.3
4.6
11.8

6.3
3.9
10.2

6.3
3.9
10.1

6.6
4.1
10.7

3.8
1.8
5.6

3.2
1.6
4.7

3.0
1.6
4.5

3.3
1.6
5.0

500gl22 weeks

Fetal deaths
Early neo~iataldeaths
Neonatal deaths
Perinatal deaths (WHO)
Perinatal deaths (ABS)
Live births

1000gl28 weeks

Fetal deaths
Early neonatal deaths
Perinatal deaths (WHO)
Live births*

*Estimated live births.
** I'/iejigrires were adjlrsted by exclzrdingpos~ieonataldeaths which coded as 'O'for cessation
of heartbeat, but age at death > 28 days.

Table 56:

Type of fetal death, Australia, 1990-1994

Year

Anteparturn
Rate per
Number
1,000 births

Intraparturn*
Rate per
Number
1,000 births

Not known* *
Rate per
Number
1,000 births

All fetal deaths
Rate per
Number
1,000 births

* Itzcludes fetal deaths where it was not bzown whether heartbeat ceased before or afrer delively.
** Not known whether heartbeat ceased before or during labour.

Table 57:
Year

Neonatal deaths by age at death, Australia, 1990-1994
Less than 1 day
Number

* Includes

Table 58:

Year

Rate per
1,000 live
births

7-27 days

1-6 days
Number

Rate per
1,000 live
births

Number

Rate per
1,000 live
births

All neonatal deaths*
Number

Rate per
1,000 live
births

hot stated'age at death.

Fetal, neonatal andperinatal deaths, Australia, 1990-1994
Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths
Number

Rate per 1,000
births

Table 59: Fetal, neonatal andperinatal deaths by maternal State or Territory of usual residence,
1990-1994
Outcome / Year

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

SA
Number

Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

Tas

ACT

NT

Australia

Table 59: Fetal, neonatal andperinatal death rates by maternal State or Territory of usual residence,
1990-1994 (cont.)
Outcome / Year

NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

SA

Tas

Rate per 1,000 births
Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

ACT

NT

Australia

Table 60: Fetal, neonatal andperinatal deaths by maternal age, Australia, 1990-1994
Maternal age (years)

Outcome I Year
Less than 20

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39
Number

Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

40 and over

Not stated

All ages

Table 60: Fetal, neonatal andperinatal death rates by maternal age, Australia, 1990-1994 (cont.)
Maternal age (years)

Outcome 1 Year
Less than 20

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40 and over

Rate per 1,000 births
Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

All ages

Table 61:

Fetal, neonatal andperinatal deaths, singleton and multiple births, Australia, 1990-1994

Outcome 1

Singletons
Rate per
Number
1.000 births

Year
Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

Twins
Rate per
Number
1.000 births

Other multiple births
Rate per
Number
1.000 births

All infants
Rate per
Number
1.000 births

Table 62: Fetal, neonatal andperinatal deaths by infant's sex, Australia, 1990-1994
Number

Outcome / Year
Males
Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

Females

Rate per 1,000 births
All infants

Males

Females

All infants

Table 63: Fetal deaths by gestational age, Australia, 1990-1994
Gestational age (weeks)

Year
Less than 28

28-31

32-36

37-41

42 and over

Not stated

Total

Not stated

Total

Number

Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

Table 64: Neonatal deaths by gestational age, Australia, 1990-1994
Gestational age (weeks)

Year
Less than 28

28-31

32-36

37-41

42 and over

Number

Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

Table 65: Perinatal deaths by gestational age, Australia, 1990-1994
Gestational age (weeks)

Year
Less than 28

28-31

32-36

37-41

42 and over

Not stated

Total

Number

Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

Table 66: Fetal deaths by birthweight, Australia, 1990-1994
Birthweight (g)

Year
500-999

1000-2499

2500 and over

Not stated

Number

Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

Total

Table 67: Neonatal deaths by birthweight, Australia, 1990-1994
Birthweight (g)

Year
500-999

1000-2499

2500and over

Not stated

Total

Number

Proportionate death rate per 1,000 live births

Table 68: Perinatal deaths by birthweight, Australia, 1990-1994
Birthweight (g)

Year
500-999

1000-2499

2500 and over

Not stated

Number

Proportionate death rate per 1,000 births

Total

Table 69: Fetal, neonatal andperinatal deaths according to various criteria, and birthweight-specific
death rates, Australia, 1994
Outcome/
Birthweight (g)

NPSU: year
of birth

ABS: year of
registration

ABS: year
of birth

ABS: year
of birth
Rate per
1,000 births*

Number
Fetal deaths
Less than 500
500 - 999
1000 - 1499
1500 - 1999
2000 - 2499
2500 - 2999
3000 - 3499
3500 - 3999
4000 - 4499
4500 and over
Not stated

All deaths: 500g and over
Neonatal deaths
Less than 500
500 - 999
1000 - 1499
1500 - 1999
2000 - 2499
2500 - 2999
3000 - 3499
3500 - 3999
4000 - 4499
4500 and over
Not stated

All deaths: 500g and over
Perinatal deaths
Less than 500
500 - 999
1000 - 1499
1500 - 1999
2000 - 2499
2500 - 2999
3000 - 3499
3500 - 3999
4000 - 4499
4500 and over
Not stated
All deaths: 500g and over

na

2,098

2,134

8.2

Table70:

Fetal deaths by maternal age, Australia, 1994

Maternal age (years)

Fetal deaths

Live births

Total births

Fetal death rate
(per 1,000 births)

Number
Less than 20
20 - 24
25 - 29
30 - 34
35 - 39
40 and over
Not stated
All ages
Data include fetuses and irfar~tsof at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 71: Fetal deaths by maternal age and Aboriginalit', Australia, 1994

Maternal age
(years)

Fetal deaths

Live births

Total births

Fetal death rate

NonNonNonNonIndigenous Indigenous Indigenous Indigenous Indigenous Indigenous Indigenous Indigenous
Number

(per 1,000 births)

Less than 20
20 - 24
25 - 29
30 - 34
35 - 39
40 and over
Not stated

19.7
11.6
10.9
15.7
10.5
41.7

7.7
6.3
5.5
6.4
8.6
10.0
8.0

All ages

14.1

6.5

Data itzcllidefetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks'gestatiorl or 400g bir-thweight

Table 72: Fetal deaths by parity, Australia, 1994
Parity

Fetal deaths

Live births

Total births

Number
None
One
Two
Tluee
Four or more
Not stated
All parities
Data iincllidefetuses and itfants of a1 least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g bir~hweight

Fetal death rate
(per 1,000 births)

Table 73: Fetal deaths byplurality, Australia, 1994
Plurality

Fetal deaths

Live births

Total births

Fetal death rate
(per 1,000 births)

Number
Singletons
Twins
Other multiple births

1,566
168
11

252,506
6,824
260

254,072
6,992
27 1

All births

1,745

259,590

261,335

6.7

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 74: Fetal deaths by marital status, Australia, 1994
Marital status

Fetal deaths

Live births

Total births

Number

Fetal death rate
(per 1,000 births)

Married / de facto
Single
Widowed, divorced
or separated
Not stated
All marital status
Data include fetuses and irfants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight

Table 75: Fetal deaths by mother's status in hospital, selected States and Territories*, 1994
Hospital status

Fetal deaths

Live births

Total births

Number
Public
Private
Not stated
All births
Data include fetuses and injbnts of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight
*Data exclude Victoria and Northern Territory

Fetal death rate
(per 1,000 births)

Table 76:

Infant's outcome by birthweight, New South Wales, 1994

Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths
Number

Neonatal deaths

Rate

Number

Rate

Perinatal deaths
Number

Rate

Live births
Number

Less than 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
400011499
4500 and over
Not stated
Total births
Data inclzidefetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Table 77:

Infant's outcome by birthweight, Victoria, 1994

Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

Live births

Number

Rate

Number

Rate

Number

Rate

Number

484

7.5

214

3.3

698

10.7

64,448

Less than 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
400011499
4500 and over
Not stated
Total births

Data includefetuses and irlfants of at least 20 weeks' gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressed per 1,000 births.

Table 78: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Queensland, 1994
Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths
Number

Rate

Neonatal deaths
Number

Rate

Perinatal deaths
Number

Rate

Live births
Number

Less tl~an500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
400011499
4500 and over
Not stated
Total births
Data include fetuses and irlfants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Infant's outcome by birthweight, WesternAustralia, 1994

Table 79:

Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths
Number

Neonatal deaths

Rate

Number

Rate

Perinatal deaths
Number

Rate

Live births
Number

Less than 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
40004499
4500 and over
Total births
-

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Table 80:

Infant's outcome by birthweight, South Australia, 1994

Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

Live births

Number

Rate

Number

Rate

Number

Rate

Number

128

6.5

66

3.4

194

9.8

19,673

Less than 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
400011499
4500 and over
Total births

Data include fetuses and irfants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Table 81: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Tasmania, 1994
Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths
Number

Rate

Neonatal deaths
Number

Rate

Perinatal deaths
Number

Rate

Live births
Number

Less than 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
40004499
4500 and over
Not stated
Total births
Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 ~r~eeks'gestation
or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Table 82: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Australian Capital Territory, 1994
Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths

Neonatal deaths

Perinatal deaths

Live births

Number

Rate

Number

Rate

Number

Rate

Number

36

7.5

20

4.2

56

11.7

4.748

Less Ulan 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
4000-4499
4500 and over
Not stated
Total births

Data include fetuses and infants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Table 83: Infant's outcome by birthweight, Northern Territory, 1994
-

Birthweight (g)

Fetal deaths
Number

Rate

Neonatal deaths
Number

Rate

Perinatal deaths
Number

Rate

Live births
Number

Less than 500
500-999
1000-1499
1500-1999
2000-2499
2500-2999
3000-3499
3500-3999
4000-4499
4500 and over
Not stated
Total births
Data include fettlses and infants of at least 20 weeks'gestation or 400g birthweight. Rates expressedper 1,000 births.

Appendix 1

Definitions

Aboriginality: An Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander is a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander descent who identified as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is accepted as such by the
community with which he or she is associated (Department of Aboriginal AfTairs, Constitutional Section
1981). Aboriginality is determined by the person's self-identification.
Admission date: Date on which a pregnant women commences an episode of care as an admitted
patient, resulting in confinement (delivery).
Antepartum fetal death: Fetal death occurring before the onset of labour.
Apgar score: Numerical score to evaluate the infant's condition at 1 minute and 5 minutes after birth.
Birth status: Status of the infant immediately after birth.
Birthweight: The first weight of the baby (stillborn or liveborn) obtained after birth (usually measured
to the nearest five grams and obtained within one hour of birth).
Caesarean section: Operative birth through an abdominal incision.
Complications of labour and delivery: Medical and obstetric problems arising after the onset of
labour and before the completed delivery of the infant and placenta.
Complications of puerperium: M d c a l and obstetric problems of the mother occurring during the
postnatal period (up to 6 weeks after giving birth).
Confinement: Pregnancy resulting in at least one birth.
Congenital malformations: Structural or anatomical abnormalities that are present at birth, usually
resulting from abnormal development in the first trimester of pregnancy.
Discharge date: Date on which a woman completes an episode or care as an adnutted patient after
giving birth.
Early neonatal death: Death of a liveborn infant within 7 days of birth.
Elective caesarean section: Operative birth through an abdominal incision performed before the onset
of labour.
Emergency caesarean section: Operative birth through an abdominal incision performed after the
onset of labour.
Extremely low birthweight: Birthweight of less than 1000g.
Fetal death (stillbirth): Death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a
product of conception of 20 or more completed weeks of gestation or of 400g or more birthweight; the
death is inhcated by the fact that after such separation the fetus does not breathe or show any other
evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of
voluntary muscles (Tables based on ABS data have a lower limit of 500g or, when birthweight is not
available, of 22 weeks' gestation).
Forceps: Assisted birth using a metallic obstetric instrument.
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Gestational age: The duration of pregnancy in completed weeks calculated fiom the date of the first
day of a woman's last menstrual period and her infant's date of birth, or derived fiom clinical
assessment during pregnancy or fiom examination of the infant after birth.
Hospital size: Number of confinements occurring annually in a hospital.
Infant's discharge date: Date on which a newborn infant completes an episode of care after birth.
Infant's length of stay: Number of days between date of birth and date of discharge fiom the hospital
of birth (calculated by subtracting the date of birth fiom the date of discharge).
Intrapartum fetal death: Fetal death occurring during labour.
Late neonatal death: Death of a liveborn infant after 7 completed days and before 28 completed days.
Live birth: Live birth is the complete expulsion or extraction fiom its mother of a product of
conception, irrespective of the duration of the pregnancy, which, after such separation, breathes or
shows any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite
movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is
attached; each product of such a birth is considered liveborn (WHO definition).
Low birthweight: Birthweight of less than 2500g.
Marital status: Current marital status of a woman at the time of confinement. (Married and de facto
are coded together.)
Maternal age: Mother's age at her child's birth.
Maternal medical conditions: Pre-existing maternal diseases and conditions, and other diseases,
illnesses or conditions arising during pregnancy, that are not hrectly attributable to pregnancy but may
significantly affect care during pregnancy and/or pregnancy outcome. Examples include essential
hypertension, diabetes mellitus, epilepsy, cardiac disease, and chronic renal disease.
Mode of separation of mother: Status at separation of patient (discharge/transfer/death) and place to
which patient is released (where applicable).
Mother's length of stay: Number of days between admissioii date (during the adxtussion resulting in
delivery) and discharge date (fiom the hospital where delivery occurred). The interval is calculated by
subtracting the date of admission fiom the date of discharge.
Multipara: Pregnant woman who has had at least one previous pregnancy resulting in a live birth or
stillbirth.
Neonatal death: Death of a liveborn infant w i h 28 days of birth.
Neonatal morbidity: Any condition or disease of the lnfant hagnosed after birth and before separation
from care.
Obstetric complications: Obstetric complications are conditions arising during pregnancy that are
directly attributable to pregnancy and may significantly affect care during pregnancy andlor pregnancy
outcome. Examples include threatened abortion, antepartum haemorrhage, pregnancy-induced
hypertension and gestational diabetes.
Parity: Number of previous pregnancies resulting in live births or stillbirths.
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Perinatal death: A perinatal death is a fetal or neonatal death.
Plurality: The number of births resulting from a pregnancy.
Presentation at delivery: Presenting part of the fetus (that is, at lower segment of uterus) at delivery.
Preterm birth: Birth before 37 completed weeks of gestation.
Primipara: Pregnant woman who has had no previous pregnancy resulting in a live birth or stillbirth.
Repair following delivery: Surgical suturing of perineal laceration or episiotomy incision.
Resuscitation of infant: Active measures taken shortly after birth to assist infant's ventilation and
heart beat; or to treat depressed respiratory effort and to correct metabolic disturbances.
Spontaneous vertex: Birth without intervention in which the baby's head is the presenting part.
Stillbirth: See fetal death.
Vacuum extraction: Assisted birth using a suction cap applied to the baby's head.
Vaginal breech: Birth in which the baby's buttocks or lower limbs are the presenting parts.
Very low birthweight: Birthweight of less than 1500g.

