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Summary 

Indigenous housing indicators 2005–06, the second report in a series, provides the most recent 
data on Indigenous housing across Australia. Data are drawn from several sources to report 
against nationally agreed indicators. The report also provides data from previous years that 
can be used to monitor progress over time.  

According to the Census of Population and Housing, Australia, 2006 (ABS 2007), there were 
166,671 Indigenous households, representing 2.3% of all Australian households. 

Who owns and who rents? 

Of the 166,671 Indigenous households: 

• 34% were home owners or purchasers 

• 30% were private or other renters 

• 20% were renting from state or territory housing authorities, that is, public housing 

• 9% were renting from Indigenous or mainstream community organisations. 

What is improving? 

The 2005–06 report suggests some improvements in Indigenous housing: 

• Increasing home ownership—the number of Indigenous households who owned or were 
purchasing their home increased by almost 10,000 from 46,224 in 2001 to 56,027 in 2006. 

• Less overcrowding—the proportion of overcrowded Indigenous households fell from 
14.7% in 2001 to 12.4% in 2006. 

• More essential services—between 2001 and 2006 there was a decrease in the number and 
proportion of Indigenous community housing dwellings (ICH) that had no organised 
sewerage system or water supply. 

• Greater access to social housing—between 2004 and 2006: 

- The number of ICH dwellings increased from 21,717 to 22,192. 

- The number of Indigenous targeted public housing dwellings increased from 12,725 
to 12,893. 

- The proportion of Indigenous households in public housing increased from 5.9% to 
6.3%.  

- The proportion of Indigenous households in receipt of Commonwealth Rent 
Assistance increased from 2.4% to 3.2%. 

Other findings 

• There were just under 500 Indigenous housing organisations in 2006—a decrease of over 
100 since 2001, reflecting rationalisations.  

• In 2006, there were 6,674 dwellings managed by Indigenous housing organisations that 
required major repair or replacement—30% of the total. 

• Most people who were managing ICH were Indigenous.




