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Appendix C Tables 

Employment and Government support 

Table A1: Prison entrants, education/employment status in last 30 days, by sex, age group and 
Indigenous status, 2012 (number) 

 

Full-time 

work 

Part-time or 

casual work 

Study (full time 

and part time) 

Unemployed,  

looking for work 

Unemployed, not 

looking for work 

Unable to work due 

to disability, age or 

health condition 

Sex       

Male 162 98 23 212 115 103 

Female 6 4 4 31 24 10 

Age group (years)    

18–24  45 35 <20 94 <40 5 

25–34  54 38 5 88 52 37 

35–44  49 15 4 47 41 38 

45+  19 12 <3 10 <10 32 

Indigenous status      

Indigenous 38 30 9 99 56 35 

Non-Indigenous 121 69 18 140 76 77 

Total 169 102 27 243 139 113 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC.  

2. Totals include 1 prison entrant of  unknown sex, 10 of  unknown age, and 25 of  unknown Indigenous status.  

Sources: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Mental health 

Table A2: Prison dischargees, change in mental health and wellbeing, by sex, age group and 
Indigenous status, 2012  

 A lot better  A little better  Stayed the same  A little/lot worse  Total 

 No. Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent 

Sex               

Male 90 28  63 19  115 35  29 9  326 100 

Female 15 25  12 20  30 49  4 7  61 100 

Age group (years)               

18–24  22 26  22 26  28 33  7 8  84 100 

25–34  49 33  28 19  51 34  9 6  148 100 

35–44  25 27  19 21  32 35  7 8  91 100 

45+  9 15  6 10  31 53  9 15  59 100 

Indigenous status     

Indigenous 52 43  28 23  26 21  10 8  121 100 

Non-Indigenous 50 19  47 18  118 45  23 9  260 100 

Total 105 27  75 19  145 37  33 9  387 100 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC.  

2. Totals include 5 dischargees whose age was unknown, 6 whose Indigenous status was unknown, and 29 whose changes in mental health 

and wellbeing was unknown. 

3. Dischargee data should be treated with caution due to low participation rates . 

Source: Discharge f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Self-harm 

Table A3: Prison entrants, self-harm history and recent thoughts of self-harm, by sex, age group 
and Indigenous status, 2012  

 History of self-harm 

 Self-harm thoughts in last 12 

months 

 Total prison 

entrants 

 Number Per cent  Number  Per cent  Number 

Sex        

Male 109 15  72 10  714 

Female 22 28  15 19  80 

Age group (years)        

18–24  42 18  23 10  228 

25–34  37 13  35 13  276 

35–44  45 23  20 10  195 

45+  4 5  8 9  85 

Indigenous status   

Indigenous 36 13  14 5  273 

Non-Indigenous 88 18  69 14  496 

Total 131 16  87 11  794 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC. 

2. Totals include 5 prison entrants f or whom self -harm history  was unknown, 24 f or whom recent thoughts were unknown, 10 whose age was 

unknown, and 25 whose Indigenous status was unknown. 

Source: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Chronic conditions 

Table A4: Prison entrants who have ever been told they have a chronic condition, selected chronic 
conditions, states and territories, 2012  

Chronic condition Number Per cent 

Asthma 193 24 

Arthritis(a) 54 7 

Cardiovascular disease(b) 43 5 

Diabetes(c) 26 3 

Cancer(d) 14 2 

Any of these selected chronic conditions 251 32 

Total 794 100 

(a) Arthritis includes gout, rheumatism, osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, other ty pe and arthritis ty pe unknown.  

(b) Cardiov ascular disease includes coronary  heart disease, heart f ailure, rheumatic f ev er, rheumatic heart disease, congenital heart disease, 

stroke and peripheral v ascular disease.  

(c) Diabetes includes Ty pe 1 diabetes, Ty pe 2 diabetes and gestational diabetes.  

(d) Cancer excludes non-melanoma skin cancer. 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 data collection.  

2. Prison entrants may  be counted more than once except in the total.  

Source: Entrants f orm, National Prisoner Health Data Collection 2012 

 

Weight and activity changes 

Table A5. Prison dischargees, weight changes in prison by trying to gain weight while in prison, 
Australia, 2012   

 Change in w eight w hile in prison  

 

Decreased 

Stayed about the 

same Increased All 

Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Trying to gain 

w eight 16 26 27 27 109 50 152 39 

Not trying to 

gain w eight 46 74 72 71 110 50 229 59 

All 62 100 101 100 219 100 387 100 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC.  

2. Totals include 5 dischargees whose weight change was unknown and 6 whose intention to gain weight was unknown. 

3. Dischargee data should be treated with caution due to low participation rates . 

Source: Discharge f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 

 



The health of Australia's prisoners 2012 

 

Tobacco smoking 

Table A6: Prison entrants, smoking status, by sex, age group and Indigenous status, 2012  

 Daily smoker 

 Weekly/irregular 

smoker 

 

Ex-smoker 

 

Never smoked 

 

Total 

 No. Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent 

Sex               

Male 553 78  39 5  37 5  66 9  713 100 

Female 64 80  5 6  2 3  7 9  80 100 

Age group (years)               

18–24  177 78  16 7  13 6  17 7  228 100 

25–34  222 80  14 5  12 4  19 7  276 100 

35–44  161 83  9 5  7 4  16 8  195 100 

45+  51 60  3 4  7 8  20 24  85 100 

Indigenous status     

Indigenous 213 78  29 11  8 3  14 5  273 100 

Non-Indigenous 386 78  14 3  29 6  56 11  496 100 

Total 618 78  44 6  39 5  73 9  794 100 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC.  

2. Totals include 1 entrant whose sex was unknown, 10 whose age was unknown, 25 whose Indigenous status was unknown, and 20 whose 

smoking status was unknown or inv alid. 

Source: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 

 

Table A7: Prison dischargees, plan to quit smoking, 2012  

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC. 

2. Totals include 38 dischargees whose plans to quit were unknown prison entrants f or whom smoking status was unknown. 

3. Dischargee data should be treated with caution due to low participation rates . 

 

Source: Discharge f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 

 

 

Plan to give up Smoking cessation program undertaken  

 Yes No Total 

 Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Yes, and w as successful 11 37 18 60 30 100 

Yes, and w as unsuccessful 38 36 67 64 105 100 

No 5 2 207 97 214 100 

Total  54 14 299 77 387 100 
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Prison clinic 

Table A8: Clinic visits during the data collection period, initiated by staff or prisoners, by sex, age 
group and Indigenous status, 2012 

 Clinic visits initiated by prisoner  Clinic visits initiated by staff  Total 

 Number Per cent  Number Per cent  Number Per cent 

Sex    

Male 2,804 39  4,237 58  7,253 100 

Female 343 41  470 56  833 100 

Age group (years)    

18–24  483 36  809 61  1,328 100 

25–34  1,139 42  1,518 55  2,741 100 

35–44  818 38  1,275 59  2,152 100 

45+  692 38  1,093 59  1,844 100 

Indigenous status   

Indigenous 822 38  1,266 59  2,145 100 

Non-Indigenous 2,235 39  3,400 59  5,796 100 

Total 3,193 39  4,777 58  8,215 100 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 data collection. 

2. Totals include 245 clinic v isits whose initiator was unknown, 129 where the sex of  the prisoner was unknown, 150 where the age of  the 

prisoner was unknown, and 274 where the Indigenous status of  the prisoner was unknown.  

Source: Clinic f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Table A9: Prison dischargees, rating of health care received by dischargees who visited the prison 
clinic, by sex, age group and Indigenous status, 2012 (number) 

 Excellent Good 

Neither 

good nor 

poor 

Poor/ Very 

poor Total 

Sex      

Male 71 168 34 22 299 

Female 14 28 7 10 59 

Age group (years)      

18–24  15 37 <15 <10 69 

25–34  38 77 18 7 142 

35–44  17 48 10 10 86 

45+  14 32 <3 <10 56 

Indigenous status      

Indigenous 36 55 8 8 108 

Non-Indigenous 48 137 33 23 244 

Total 85 196 41 32 358 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC.  

2. Totals include 1 prison dischargee whose sex was unknown, 5 whose age was unknown, 6 whose Indigenous status was unknown, and 4 

whose rating of  the health care at the prison clinic was unknown.  

3. Dischargee data should be treated with caution due to low participation rates . 

Source: Discharge f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Table A10: Prison dischargees, changes to physical health while in prison, 2012 (number) 

 A lot better A little better 

Stayed the 

same 

A little or a 

lot worse Total 

Sex      

Male 129 63 93 34 326 

Female 15 15 19 12 61 

Age group (years)      

18–24  32 23 22 5 84 

25–34  60 30 40 14 148 

35–44  36 20 22 12 91 

45+  13 5 26 15 59 

Indigenous status      

Indigenous 65 25 19 11 121 

Non-Indigenous 76 52 91 35 260 

Total 144 78 112 46 387 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC. 

2. Totals include 5 dischargees whose age was unknown, 6 whose Indigenous status was unknown, and 7 whose change to phy sical health 

was unknown. 

3. Dischargee data should be treated with caution due to low participation rates . 

Source: Discharge f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Table A11: Prison dischargees, medical appointments outside the prison, by sex, age group and 
Indigenous status, 2012  

 

Medical appointments outside 

the prison 

 Total prison 

Dischargees 

 Number Per cent  Number 

Sex     

Male 73 22  326 

Female 13 21  61 

Age group (years)     

18–24  13 15  84 

25–34  25 17  148 

35–44  21 23  91 

45+  27 46  59 

Indigenous status   

Indigenous 25 21  121 

Non-Indigenous 61 23  260 

Total 86 22  387 

Notes 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC. 

2. Totals include 9 prison dischargees f or whom medical appointments outside prison were unknown, 5 whose age was unknown and 6 whose 

Indigenous status was unknown. 

3. Dischargee data should be treated with caution due to low participation rates . 

Source: Discharge f orm, 2012 NPHDC. 
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Post-release mortality 
Table A12: Centrelink estimate of mortality within 28 and 365 days of release from custody in 
Australia, 2000–2010 

  Within 28 days of release Within 365 days of release 

Year of 

release 
Persons released Deaths 

CMR per 1000 py 

(95%CI) 
Persons released Deaths 

CMR per 1000 py 

(95%CI) 

2000 24,908 36 17 (12.3-23.6) 24,908 139 5.9 (5.0-7.0) 

2001 24,494 <20 8.1 (5.0-13.0) 24,494 125 5.4 (4.5-6.4) 

2002 24,602 24 11.4 (7.6-17.0) 24,602 182 7.8 (6.7-9.0) 

2003 24,475 25 11.8 (8.0-17.5) 24,475 176 7.6 (6.6-8.8) 

2004 25,046 35 16.5 (11.8-23.0) 25,046 171 7.4 (6.4-8.6) 

2005 26,026 33 15 (10.7 -21.1) 26,026 180 7.5 (6.5-8.7) 

2006 26,090 <20 8.1 (5.1-12.9) 26,090 189 7.9 (6.9-9.1) 

2007 28,073 40 16.5 (12.1-22.5) 28,073 240 9.2 (8.1-10.4) 

2008 29,050 36 14.3 (10.3-19.8) 29,050 222 8.4 (7.4 -9.6) 

2009 28,805 45 17.9 (13.4 -24.0) 28,805 222 8.4 (7.4 – 9.6) 

2010 29,383 39 15.3 (11.2-20.9) 29,383 248 9.1 (8.0-10.3) 

Note: Crude mortality  rates are expressed as deaths per 1,000 person y ears, where the person time is calculated by  summing the time in 

community  af ter release during the f ollow up period.  

Source: Department of  Human Serv ices  

 

Comparisons 

Table A13: Prison entrants and the general Australian population, level of psychological distress as 
measured by K10, by sex, 2012 (per cent) 

 Non-Indigenous prison entrants   Non-Indigenous general population 

Level of psychological 

distress (K10) Low/moderate High/very high 

 

Low/moderate High/very high 

Sex      

Male 58 39  90 9 

Female 47 51  87 13 

Total 56 40  89 11 

Notes 

1.  Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC.  

Sources: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC; unpublished data ABS 2012. 
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Table A14: Non-Indigenous prison entrants (2012) and the general non-Indigenous population 
(2011–12), tobacco smoking status, by sex, age group and Indigenous status (per cent) 

 Current smoker Ex-smoker Never smoked 

 Non-Indigenous prison entrants  

Sex    

Male 80 6 11 

Female 86 4 11 

Age group (years)    

18–24 82 7 10 

25–34 83 5 10 

35–44 86 4 9 

Total 81 6 11 

 Non-Indigenous general population 

Sex    

Male 24 24 52 

Female 18 22 60 

Age group (years)    

18–24 19 14 67 

25–34 23 23 54 

35–44 20 29 51 

Total 21 23 56 

Notes: 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC. 

Sources: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC; unpublished data ABS 2012. 
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Table A15: Non-Indigenous prison entrants aged 18–44 (2012) and the general non-Indigenous 
population aged 18–44 (2011–12), current chronic conditions, by age group (per cent) 

 Asthma Arthritis Diabetes CVD 

 Non-Indigenous prison entrants  

Sex     

Male 20 5 2 2 

Female 25 8 0 0 

Age group (years)     

18–24 18 3 1 2 

25–34 24 4 2 3 

35–44 19 11 1 1 

Total 21 6 1 2 

 Non-Indigenous general population 

Sex     

Male 10 5 2 <1* 

Female 11 5 <1* <1* 

Age group (years)     

18–24 11 <1* <1* n.a. 

25–34 11 4 <1* n.a. 

35–44 9 8 2 1 

Total 10 5 1 1 

Notes: 

1. Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the 2012 NPHDC. 

2. Non-Indigenous general population data includes persons who hav e a current medical condition which has lasted, or is expected to last 6 

months or more. CVD f or this population includes ischaemic heart disease, cerebrov ascular disease, oedema, heart f ailure, and diseases of  

the arteries, arterioles and capillaries. 

3. Data annotated with * indicates that the estimate has a relativ e standard error of  between 25% and 50% and should be interpreted with 

caution.   

Sources: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC; unpublished data ABS 2012. 

 

Table A16: Indigenous prison entrants (2012) and the general Indigenous population (2011), by 
education status and age group (per cent) 

 Indigenous prison entrants (years)  General Indigenous population (years) 

 18–24 25–34 35–44  18–24 25–34 35–44 

Highest year of school completed  

Year 12 or equivalent 14 12 7  39 34 27 

Year 10 or 11 49 39 40  39 39 43 

Year 9 or below  37 46 53  15 18 20 

Non-school qualification  

Has a non-school qualif ication 22 24 33  17 29 31 

Note:  Excludes Western Australia, as they  did not participate in the NPHDC.   

Sources: Entrant f orm, 2012 NPHDC; ABS 2011 unpublished Census data.  
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Appendix D Data sources 

National Prisoner Health Data Collection (AIHW) 

The National Prisoner Health Data Collection (NPHDC) is the main data source for the 
reporting of the National Prisoner Health Indicators. The NPHDC was conducted over 2 
weeks in May 2012 in all states and territories in Australia except Western Australia. The 

NPHDC captured data on prison entrants, prison dischargees, and visits to the prison clinic 
for 2 weeks, and repeat medications taken by prisoners for one day. Thus the NPHDC 
represents a complete enumeration of prisoners giving consent during the 2-week period. 

National Prison Entrants’ Bloodborne Virus and Risk Behaviour Survey 

The National Prison Entrants’ Bloodborne Virus and Risk Behaviour Survey (Butler et al. 

2011) is held biennially in all states and territories. It is a census of prison entrants done over 
2 weeks, which provides estimates of prevalence of bloodborne viruses. Testing is conducted 
for HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C. The data can be categorised by age, sex and Indigenous 
status.  

Prisoners in Australia (ABS)  

Prisoners in Australia presents national statistics on prisoners who were in custody on 30 June 

each year (ABS 2012). These statistics describe the characteristics of prisoners, sentence 
lengths, and offences for which offenders are imprisoned, and provide a basis for measuring 
change over time.  

Deaths in custody in Australia  

The Deaths in custody in Australia report from the National Deaths in Custody Program 

monitors the extent and nature of deaths that have occurred in police, prison and juvenile 
custody since 1980. These statistics describe the number of deaths, the demographic 
characteristics of the deceased, and the circumstances surrounding the deaths. 

National Drug Strategy Household Survey (AIHW) 

The National Drug Strategy Household Survey was conducted during 2010, sampling more 

than 23,000 people aged 12 years and over in households throughout Australia (AIHW 
2011a). The survey collected information on their drug use knowledge, attitudes and 
behaviours.  

Australian Health Survey/National Health Survey (ABS) 

The Australian Health Survey was conducted by the ABS in 2011–13; collecting information 
from about 16,000 Australian households. The survey provides information on various 

demographic, health, social, environmental and economic indicators, including: long-term 
health conditions, health risk behaviours and health related actions.  

Cervical screening in Australia 2009–10 

The report prepared by the AIHW was produced in collaboration with the Screening Section 
of the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing and state and territory 

programs (AIHW 2013). The cervical screen report provides a national picture of cervical 
screening in Australia for 2010–11 by combining data provided by state and territory cervical 
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screen programs and data sourced from the National Cancer Statistics Clearinghouse and the 

AIHW Mortality Database. 

Labour force, Australia (ABS) 

The Labour force, Australia publication, prepared by the ABS, contains information on the 
labour force in Australia. Data from the monthly Labour Force Survey are released in two 
stages. Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly includes data only collected in February, 
May, August and November (including industry and occupation). 

Scottish Prison Survey 2011 

Scottish Prison Service’s annual Prison Survey, involving all Scottish prisoners. The 2011 
survey had a response rate of 61%. This survey included questions on the health and 
wellbeing of prisoners, and access to prison health services. The average age of respondents 
was 33 years, and 92% were male. One-fifth (20%) were on remand, and 80% were sentenced. 
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Appendix E Prisoner health services in 
Australia 

New South Wales 

Justice Health is responsible for providing health care in a complex environment to adults 
and juveniles in the criminal justice system across four key areas: 

• Pre-custody: including diversion for people with mental illness in the adult or juvenile 
court system away from custody into appropriate treatment, including the Court Liaison 

Service (in 21 adult courts), the Adolescent Community and Court Team (in 3 children’s 
courts), the Adult Drug Court and the Youth Drug and Alcohol Court. 

• Custody: for adult prisoners (in 31 correctional centres) and juvenile detainees (in 
8 juvenile justice centres and 1 juvenile detention centre), periodic detainees (in 
11 centres), and police cell complexes (in 10 centres). The care provided includes 
screening, triage, treatment, and monitoring in areas such as clinical and nursing 

services, primary health, population health, drug and alcohol, women’s health, 
Indigenous health and adolescent health. 

• Inpatient: providing inpatient healthcare services including the Long Bay and Forensic 
Hospitals (primarily responsible for mentally unwell people), as well as organising 
inpatient and specialist care for people in custody in community-based hospitals. 

• Post-release: including community forensic mental health (for adults), Community 
Integration Team (for juveniles) and the Connections Project, which supports integrating 
people with a drug and alcohol problem into community-based services.  

Victoria 

Justice Health is a business unit of the Department of Justice responsible for the delivery of 
health services for persons in Victoria's public prisons. Its key responsibilities are to: 

 set the policy and standards for healthcare in prisons  

 contract manage the health service providers in the public prisons  
 monitor and review health service provider performance  

 facilitate an integrated approach to planning and service delivery  
 lead health prevention and promotion activities  
 facilitate release of health information to community healthcare providers, legal 

representatives and individuals.  

In Victoria, health services are contracted out to private health service providers. All health 
service providers must be accredited with the Australian Council on Healthcare Standards. 

Qualified doctors, nurses, mental health nurses and other allied health professionals provide 
on-site primary healthcare in every prison in Victoria. Primary healthcare services include 
general practitioner services, general and mental health nursing, pharmacy, 
pharmacotherapy, pathology and radiology, dentistry and oral healthcare, audiology, 

optometry, podiatry, physiotherapy and health promotion. 

 

http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/home/prisons/prisoner+services+programs/healthcare/
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Secondary health care including inpatient and outpatient services is provided within the 

prison environment. Prisoners access tertiary healthcare at St Vincent’s Hospital. If a 
prisoner needs emergency healthcare, an ambulance is called to transport the prisoner the 
nearest emergency facility. 

General practitioners and qualified mental health nurses provide mental healthcare at all 
prisons, with specialist support from visiting psychiatrists at most prisons. Secondary mental 

health care is also provided within prisons as outpatient and residential care. Prisoners who 
require involuntary mental healthcare are transferred to Thomas Embling Hospital under the 
Mental Health Act 1986.  

Alcohol and other drug programs are provided at all prisons. Programs include individual 

counselling, pharmacotherapy, psycho-educational programs, long-term group therapy and 
transitional assistance programs. 

Justice Health reports to a Joint Management Committee consisting of the major stakeholders 
in the justice sector including Corrections Victoria, Department of Health and Victoria Police. 

Queensland 

Primary health care services for prisoners in Queensland’s publicly run correctional centres 

are provided by Queensland Health’s Offender Health Services. Other parts of Queensland 
Health provide secondary and tertiary services. These are provided in local hospitals in 
central and northern Queensland, but in south-east Queensland, they are provided at a 
specialised Security Unit at the Princess Alexandra Hospital in Brisbane.  

Mental health services are generally provided by the Forensic Mental Health Service, but are 
provided by Prison Mental Health Services in south-east Queensland. The primary clinical 
services to the two privately run prisons (Arthur Gorrie and Borallon Correctional Centres) 
are provided directly by those prisons. The clinical services to youth detention centres, and 
to prisoners in police custody are provided by other parts of Queensland Health. 

Prisoners access health services usually by a written or verbal request to the nursing staff. All 
prisoners’ requests are triaged by registered nurses, and prisoners are usually seen by the 
nurses within 1–2 days, with referral to the medical officer as necessary. 

Western Australia 

The Health Services Directorate is a part of the Offender Management and Professional 

Development Division of the Department of Corrective Services. It provides a 
comprehensive range of health care services comparable to general community standards to 
more than 4,000 adults and juveniles at any one time. It employs about 200 full-time 
equivalent staff across Western Australia. 

Services are organised around four principal areas of health care: chronic disease; infectious 
disease; comorbidity; and primary care. 

There are six metropolitan and seven regional public prisons and two metropolitan juvenile 
detention centres in Western Australia, each of which has a health centre. The service uses a 
combination of in-house services from doctors, psychiatrists, nurses and pharmacists, 

supported by medical records staff, medical receptionists and medication assistants, with 
external services from visiting GPs and allied health professionals. Acacia Prison, east of 
Perth, is administered by a private contractor with responsibility for staffing and providing 
health services to its prisoners. 

http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/home/about+us/business+area+profiles/corrections+victoria
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There are three Crisis Care Units in Western Australian metropolitan prisons, which are 

managed by Adult Custodial Services. Their function is to care for prisoners who are at risk 
of self-harm and require psychological care. Health Services clinical staff provide input into 
the systems at all prisons that manage at-risk prisoners. 

Casuarina Prison in the southern Perth metropolitan area has an infirmary, the role of which 
is now under review. 

South Australia 

Adult prisoners and people held on remand in South Australia are under the care of the 
Department for Correctional Services. The Department of Health through the South 
Australian Prison Health Service provides health services in the eight state-administered 
correctional services institutions: four country and four metropolitan facilities, with the 

Adelaide pre-release centre and Adelaide Woman’s prison co-located at Northfield. 

The Prison Health Service provides various primary services from nursing staff, salaried 
medical officers, visiting medical practitioners and limited allied health services. 

Yatala Labour Prison and the Adelaide Remand Centre have small observation facilities 
capable of managing semi-acute health problems. A limited 24-hour nursing service is 

provided at these sites. On-site psychiatric clinics are provided by Forensic Mental Health 
Services who also have an inpatient facility at James Nash House. 

Most secondary and tertiary healthcare and most allied health services are provided off site 
through the public health system.  

To access health services in prison, prisoners complete a written request that is either handed 
to nursing staff directly during medication rounds, or via Department for Correctional 
Services officers. Waiting times vary between sites depending on availability of doctors; most 
patients are seen within 1 week in metropolitan prisons, but it may be up to 4 weeks for 
minor ailments in some country prisons. 

Tasmania 

The Department of Health and Human Services currently supplies health services to the 
Department of Justice based on a memorandum of understanding. The services are provided 
by the Forensic Health Service, which is an amalgamation of Correctional Primary Health 
Services, Forensic Mental Health Services and Community Forensic Mental Health Services. 

Broadly speaking the Forensic Health Service is responsible for a full range of primary health 
care, including mental health and drug and alcohol services.  

Psychology services to behaviourally disturbed prisoners are supplied by Therapeutic 
Services who are part of the Tasmania Prison Service. Correctional Primary Health Services 

currently operates in 5 centres: Risdon Prison Complex, Mary Hutchison Women’s Prison, 
Ron Barwick Men’s Minimum Prison (all of which are close to Hobart) and two reception 
prisons in Hobart and Launceston. Additionally since May 2011 Correctional Primary Health 
Services is responsible for the Ashley Youth Detention Centre at Deloraine in the north of the 
State.  

The basic way of making an appointment with the prison clinic is by request form. These are 
prioritised and allocated according to need. It takes about one week to be seen by the doctor. 

There is a large unmet need relating to mental health, drug and alcohol use and blood borne 
virus prevention and treatment among Tasmanian prisoners. 
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Australian Capital Territory 

In 2012, Forensic Mental Health services merged into Justice Health Services. The re-formed 

Justice Health Service provides primary and secondary care to detainees at the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre (AMC), the Symondston Periodic Detention Centre and the ACT Courts 
complex. On-site tertiary level services have expanded from previously existing forensic 
mental health and hepatology, to sexual health, alcohol and drug (including co-morbidities) 
and pain management. Dental services have been enhanced, to now being able to offer 

restorative and some cosmetic dental treatments. Audiology and optometry services are now 
offered on a needs basis.  

Pharmacy, pathology and medical imaging services continue to develop, through The 
Canberra Hospital.  

Northern Territory 

In the Northern Territory, health care is provided through a collaborative approach between 
the Department of Health and Department of Justice. Primary health care is provided in both 
adult facilities and juvenile detention centres, through a contract delivered by a third-party 
healthcare provider and managed by the Department of Health. The contract provides for: 

• a culturally appropriate primary health care and emergency medical service to offenders 
in Darwin and Alice Springs 

• effective communicable and infectious diseases monitoring, follow-up and reporting 
program 

• adequate and appropriate referrals to, and liaison with, all health services, including 
those currently provided within the prisons, such as oral health, physiotherapy, 
podiatry, mental health, and any other off-site services 

• routine annual adult health assessments for offenders over the age of 15 years, serving 
sentences or on remand for more than 1 year 

• effective multidisciplinary health management care plans for offenders with high care 

needs, chronic diseases and/or disabilities, in collaboration with other allied health 
teams in and outside the prison environment. 

Clients receive a brief reception screen by nurse or medical officer on arrival at the 
Correctional Centre to ensure they are fit for custody, and a full reception health screen 
within 72 hours. Prisoners may access primary healthcare services through verbal and 
written requests to custodial staff and primary healthcare staff on medication rounds.  
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Appendix F Key policy directions 

New South Wales 

Key policy directions for prisoner health care in New South Wales include: 

• identifying the healthcare needs of the client group 

• providing high-quality clinically appropriate services, informed by best practice and 
applied research 

• making health care part of the rehabilitative endeavour 

• facilitating continuity of care to the community 

• promoting fair access to health services 

• providing strong corporate and clinical governance. 

Victoria 

In Victoria, Justice Health focuses on the following strategic priorities: 

• delivering safe health services to prisoners and ensuring that access to those services is 
equivalent to community standards 

• delivering health care services within prisons that contribute to a healthier community 

• providing leadership to ensure that prisoner health policies and services in Victoria are 

cost effective and support government policy 

• planning health service and system configuration to ensure services that are responsive 
to changes in demand drivers 

• embedding clinical governance requirements and monitoring prisoner health service 
standards. 

Queensland 

The direction of Offender Health Services follows the Queensland Health Strategic Plan and 

is focused on initiatives to: 

• improve access to safe and sustainable offender health services 

• better meet offenders’ needs across the health continuum 

• improve organisational work processes and systems to support service delivery and 
business effectiveness 

• develop staff in a way that recognises and supports their role in the delivery of health 
services. 

Key initiatives are the accreditation of the services against the Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners Standards for Prison Health Services, the implementation of an 
electronic patient management system, and expanding ‘telehealth’ initiatives.  

Western Australia 

Four priority areas have been identified in Western Australia: 

• Improving the health of prisoners by providing evidence-based healthcare: Healthcare 

provision is organised around chronic disease management, infectious disease 
management, comorbidity services and primary care. Time in custody is used as an 
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opportunity to improve the health of prisoners. Throughcare planning will improve the 

long-term health prospects of patients who have been in custody.  

• Partnerships: Health Services participates in formal and informal partnerships with key 
stakeholders, and collaborates in delivering consistent best-practice care. Its partnerships 

promote successful reintegration into the community.  

• Positioning: There is active promotion within the Department of Corrective Services and 
with external agencies and stakeholders to heighten awareness that improved health is 

recognised as a major contributor to achieving justice outcomes. 

• People: The key to achieving the aims of the Department of Corrective Services Justice 
Health Plan Strategic Directions 2005–2010 will be the through the continued personal 

and professional development of Health Services staff.  High priority will be given to 
ensure the recruitment and retention strategies are focused on a competency based 
training and development framework. 

South Australia 

Key policy directions in South Australia aim to: 

• provide prisoners and offenders with healthcare comparable with that of the general 

community 

• improve the continuity and consistency of healthcare in prison and during the transition 
back into the general community  

• promote healthy lifestyle choices 

• work with the Department for Correctional Services in developing strategies to improve 
identification of and response to health needs of prisoners and offenders 

• review and develop South Australian Prison Health Service practices so they are 

evidence based and consistent with accepted standards 

• develop and introduce electronic data management systems. 

Tasmania 

Tasmania’s key policy directions focus on: 

• providing improved drug and alcohol services to forensic clients 

• providing improved hepatitis C virus/hepatitis B virus treatment services to prisoners 

• improving linkages with Corrections, a health promoting prison 

• further developing the electronic database 

• developing the workforce, through education, training and professionalism. 

Australian Capital Territory 

Key policy directions relating for health care in the Australian Capital Territory include: 

• further developing primary care provision for detainee healthcare 

• strengthening referral processes for the client’s return to civil society 

• developing the pharmacy services, including pharmacist-led clinics 

• expanding access to hepatitis treatment 

• applying human rights principles to healthcare for detainees 
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• strengthening links to academic institutions, including the Australian National 

University Medical School, and the University of Canberra School of Pharmacy and 
School of Nursing 

• commissioning a secure forensic mental health facility 

• integrating services with the police watch-house 

• planned service developments will explore the creation of a physiotherapy service at the 

Alexander Maconochie Centre in 2014–15. 

Northern Territory 

Key policy directions for prisoner health care in the Northern Territory include: 

• delivering a primary health care service that is responsive to the needs of a significant 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander prisoner population 

• using the Northern Territory Chronic Conditions Prevention and Management Strategy 
2010–2020, to improve population health and wellbeing across the Territory through 
reducing the incidence and impact of chronic conditions on communities 

• improving the continuity of health care in prison and during the transition back into the 
general community, with support of a shared electronic health record 

• working to improve health outcomes by more effectively connecting service delivery 
areas to achieve better health outcomes, (including public health services, primary 
healthcare service, acute health services, mental health services, disability support, 
alcohol and other drug services, prisoner services and community corrections) 



The health of Australia's prisoners 2012 

 

Appendix G Prisoner health legislation in 
Australia 

New South Wales 

Justice Health is a statutory corporation constituted under the Health Services Act 1997.  

Relevant New South Wales legislation includes: 

• Justice Legislation Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Act 1999 

• Children (Criminal Proceedings) Act 1987 

• Children (Detention Centre) Act 1987 

• Mental Health Act 2007 

• Mental Health (Forensic Provisions) Act 2009 

Victoria 

The Corrections Act 1986 (and associated regulations) governs the operation of Victorian 
prisons. The Act outlines prisoners’ rights in relation to access to reasonable medical and 
dental care, and, in the case of prisoners who are intellectually disabled or mentally ill, access 
to special care and treatment as considered necessary by medical officers. 

Other relevant legislation includes: 

• Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 

• Health Act 1958 

• Mental Health Act 1986 

• Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 

• Information Privacy Act 2000 

• Health Records Act 2001 

Queensland 

The Corrective Services Act 2006 is the Act in force in which the administration of correctional 

centres in Queensland is detailed. This Act covers health services. 

Legislation specifically about health service is contained in the Health Services Act 1991 and 
the Health Act 1937. 

Legislation about prescription, supply and administration of drugs is detailed within the 

Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation Act 1996 . 

Western Australia 

Relevant Western Australian legislation includes: 

• Prisons Act 1981 

• Young Offenders Act 1994 

• Health Act 1911 

• Poisons Act 1964 

• Mental Health Act 1996 



The health of Australia's prisoners 2012 

 

Tasmania 

The Corrections Act 1997 is the Act in force in Tasmania. The Act contains sections on 

treatment of prisoners and detainees, mandated examination and blood-taking, plus the 
application of lethal force when needed.  

Australian Capital Territory 

The Corrections Management Act 2007 is the Act in force in the Australian Capital Territory. 
Section 21 refers to the administration of health services. 

Northern Territory 

Relevant Northern Territory legislation includes: 

• Prisons (Correctional Services) Act 

• Youth Justice Act  

• Mental Health and Related Services Act 

• Part 2A NT Criminal Code 

• Notifiable Disease Act  

• Poisons and Dangerous Drugs Act  

• Health Practitioners Act  

• Adult Guardianship Act  

• Disability Services Act  
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Appendix H Prisons in Australia 

There were a total of 90 prisons in Australia in 2013 as listed below. 

New South Wales 

Bathurst Correctional Complex Lithgow Correctional Centre 

Brewarrina (Yetta Dhinnakkal) Centre Long Bay Correctional Complex 

Broken Hill Correctional Centre Long Bay Hospital, Mannus Correctional 
Complex (Tumbarumba) 

Cessnock Correctional Centre Metropolitan Remand and Reception Centre 

Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional 
Centre 

Silverwater Correctional Centre 

Cooma Correctional Centre Silverwater Women’s Correctional Centre 

(formerly Mulawa) 

Dilwynia Correctional Centre (Windsor) Metropolitan Special Programs Centre (Long 
Bay) 

Emu Plains Correctional Centre Mid North Coast Correctional Centre 

(Kempsey) 

Glen Innes Correctional Centre Nowra, Oberon Correctional Centre 

Goulburn Correctional Centre Parklea Correctional Centre 

Grafton Correctional Centre Parramatta Correctional Centre 

Ivanhoe (Warakirri) Centre South Coast Correctional Centre 

John Morony Correctional Centre (Windsor) St Heliers Correctional Centre 

(Muswellbrook) 

Junee Correctional Centre Tamworth Correctional Centre,  

Kirkconnell Correctional Centre (Bathurst) Wellington Correctional Centre 
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Victoria 

Barwon Prison Langi Kal Kal Prison 

Beechworth Correctional Centre Loddon Prison 

Dame Phyllis Frost Centre Marngoneet Correctional Centre 

Dhurringile Prison Melbourne Assessment Prison 

Fulham Correctional Centre (privately run) Metropolitan Remand Centre 

Hopkins Correctional Centre (formerly 
Ararat Prison) 

Port Phillip Prison (privately run) 

Judy Lazarus Transitional Centre Tarrengower Prison 

 

Queensland 

Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre (privately 

run) 

Townsville Correctional Centre 

Borallon Correctional Centre (privately run) Wolston Correctional Centre 

Brisbane Correctional Centre Woodford Correctional Centre 

Brisbane Women’s Correctional Centre Darling Downs Correctional Centre 

Capricornia Correctional Centre Numinbah Correctional Centre 

Lotus Glen Correctional Centre Palen Creek Correctional Centre (annexed to 

Wolston Correctional Centre) 

Maryborough Correctional Centre  

Western Australia 

Acacia Prison Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison 

Albany Regional Prison Greenough Regional Prison 

Bandyup Women’s Prison Hakea Prison 

Boronia Pre-release Centre for Women Karnet Prison Farm 

Broome Regional Prison Pardelup Prison Farm 

Bunbury Regional Prison Roebourne Prison 

Casuarina Prison Wooroloo Prison Farm 

Note: data were not collected from any prison in Western Australian in 2012. 
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South Australia 

Adelaide Remand Centre Mobilong Prison (Murray Bridge) 

Yatala Labour Prison Port Augusta Prison 

Adelaide Women’s Prison Mount Gambier Prison (private) 

Cadell Training Centre Adelaide Pre-Release Centre 

Port Lincoln Prison  

Tasmania 

Risdon Prison Complex Hobart Reception Centre 

Mary Hutchinson Women’s Prison Launceston Reception Centre 

Hayes Prison Farm Ron Barwick Minimum Security Prison 

Australian Capital Territory 

Alexander Maconochie Centre Symondston Periodic Detention Centre 

Northern Territory 

Darwin Correctional Centre Alice Springs Correctional Centre 
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Appendix I Prisoner health data 
collection forms 

Prison entrant form  

Prison dischargee form  

Medication form  

Clinic form  

Establishment form  

Entrant non-participation form  

Discharge non-participation form  



1

1. Correctional facility identifier 

2. State or territory 

3. Prisoner identifier 

4. Date of birth  
 

5. Age in years
Complete only if date of birth unknown

6. Country of birth
please tiCk one box only

Australia  .........................................................................................   ■ 1

Other (specify)    ■ 2

7. Main language spoken at home
please tiCk one box only 

English .............................................................................................   ■ 1

Other (specify)    ■ 2

8a. Sex
please tiCk one box only

Male .........................................................  ■ 1

Female ....................................................  ■ 2

8b. Transgender or currently undergoing gender 
reassignment 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

9. Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin? 

please tiCk one box only

Aboriginal.......................................................................................   ■ 1

Torres Strait Islander ...................................................................   ■ 2

Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ..........................   ■ 3

Neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander .....................   ■ 4

Correctional facility identifier: XXX

For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 
or NAME LASTNAME on XX XXXX XXXX 

PRISON ENTRANTS FORM	 National	Prisoner	Health	Census	2012
▶ One prison entrants form should be completed for each prisoner aged 18 years or over who enters custody during the Census period.
▶ To be completed by health professional at prison reception health assessment
▶ Census period:  DAY MONTH 2012 to  DAY MONTH 2012 
▶ Please return to the Director of Prison Health Services in your jurisdiction by DAY MONTH 2012

Office	use	only	XXXXX
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10a. What is the highest year of school you have 
completed? please tiCk one box only

Year 12  ...................................................  ■ 1

Year 11 ....................................................  ■ 2

Year 10 ....................................................  ■ 3

Year 9 ......................................................  ■ 4

Year 8 or below ....................................  ■ 5

No schooling ........................................  ■ 6

10b. Have you completed a trade certificate, diploma, 
degree or any other educational qualification? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Yes (specify below)

 Trade Certificate (Certification I–IV) ............   ■ 1	

 Diploma  ...............................................................   ■ 2

 Bachelors degree ...............................................   ■ 3

 Postgraduate qualification .............................   ■ 4

No .................................................................................   ■ 5

10c. In the 30 days prior to entering custody, which of 
the following best described your situation? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Full-time work ...............................................................................   ■ 1	

Part-time or casual work  ..........................................................   ■ 2

Full-time study ..............................................................................   ■ 3

Part-time study .............................................................................   ■ 4

Unemployed and looking for work .......................................   ■ 5

Unemployed and not looking for work ...............................   ■ 6

Unable to work due to disability, age or health 
condition ........................................................................................   ■ 7

10d. In the last four weeks have you been:
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Sleeping on the streets, park, cars or  
railway carriages ..........................................................................   ■ 1

Sleeping  in emergency accommodation,  
couch surfing or living temporarily with  
friend or relatives .........................................................................   ■ 2

Sleeping in own accommodation/ 
rental agreement and named on the 
lease or mortgage .......................................................................   ■ 3

10e. How many children (including grandchildren, step 
children and foster children) were living with you and 
dependent on you for their basic needs before you came 
to prison? 

11a. Is this your first time in an adult prison or a juvenile 
detention centre? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q11e

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q11b

11b. If NOT the first time in prison then:
please insert numbers in the boxes below

Total number of times in custody in a juvenile 
detention centre......................................................................  1

Total number of times in custody in an adult 
prison (including this time)	.............................................  2

11c. What was your age at first detention?	...

11d. Have you been in prison during the last 12 months?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

11e. What is your current detention status?
please tiCk one box only

Remand ..................................................  ■ 1

Sentenced .............................................  ■ 2

11f. Were your parents ever imprisoned?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, just my father ..............................  ■ 1

Yes, just my mother ...........................  ■ 2

Yes, both ................................................  ■ 3

No .............................................................  ■ 4

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 9
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12a. Have you ever been told by a doctor, psychiatrist, psychologist or nurse
that you have  a mental health disorder (including drug and alcohol abuse)? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

12b. Are you currently on medication for a mental health disorder?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

13a. In the past four weeks, how often did you feel…?
(please mark the answer that best describes the amount of time you felt that way).  
please tiCk one box per line

None of 
the time

A little of 
the time

Some of 
the time

Most of 
the time

All of the 
time

1. Tired out for no good reason? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

2. Nervous? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

3. So nervous that nothing could calm you down? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

4. Hopeless? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

5. Restless or fidgety? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

6. So restless that you could not sit still? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

7. Depressed? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

8. Like everything was an effort? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

9. So sad that nothing could cheer you up? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

10. Worthless? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

13b. If you are currently experiencing any distress, is it related to your current incarceration?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q14a

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q13c

Not applicable .....................................  ■ 3	▶ Go to Q14a

13c. If your current distress is not related to your current incarceration, what is it related to? 
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17a. Have you ever been told by a doctor or nurse that 
you have arthritis? 
Arthritis includes gout, rheumatism, osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 
arthritis, other type, arthritis type unknown 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q17b 

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q18a 

17b. Do you currently have arthritis?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

18a. Have you ever been told by a doctor or nurse that 
you have diabetes? 
Diabetes includes Type 1 diabetes, Type 2 diabetes and gestational 
diabetes 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q18b 

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q19a 

18b. Do you currently have diabetes?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

14a. Have you ever been told by a doctor or 
nurse that you have asthma? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q14b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q15a

14b. Do you still have asthma?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

15a. Have you ever been told by a doctor or nurse that 
you have cancer? 
Excludes non-melanoma skin cancer 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q15b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q16a

15b. Do you still have cancer (including cancer which is in 
remission)? 
Excludes non-melanoma skin cancer 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

16a. Including conditions which can be controlled by 
medication, have you ever been told by a doctor or nurse 
that you have cardiovascular disease? 
Cardiovascular disease includes coronary heart disease, heart 
failure, rheumatic fever, rheumatic heart disease, congenital heart 
disease, stroke and peripheral vascular disease  
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q16b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q17a 

16b. Including conditions which you are controlling 
with medication, do you currently have cardiovascular 
disease? 
please tiCk one box only

1. Yes ........................................................  ■ 1

2. No ........................................................  ■ 2
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19a. In the last 12 months, have you consulted any of the following professionals for your own health?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

While in the 
community While in prison

Medical practitioner (Doctor/GP) ■ 1 ■ 13

Nurse ■ 2 ■ 14

Alcohol and drug worker ■ 3 ■ 15

Aboriginal health worker ■ 4 ■ 16

Dentist ■ 5 ■ 17

Psychologist ■ 6 ■ 18

Psychiatrist ■ 7 ■ 19

Social worker/ welfare officer ■ 8 ■ 20

Mental health nurse/team ■ 9 ■ 21

Physiotherapist ■ 10 ■ 22

Radiographer ■ 11 ■ 23

Other ■ 12 ■ 24

19b. In the last 12 months was there ever a time you needed to go to any of the following professionals for 
your own health but didn’t? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

While in the 
community

While in 
prison

Medical practitioner (Doctor/GP) ■ 1 ■ 13

Nurse ■ 2 ■ 14

Alcohol and drug worker ■ 3 ■ 15

Aboriginal health worker ■ 4 ■ 16

Dentist ■ 5 ■ 17

Psychologist ■ 6 ■ 18

Psychiatrist ■ 7 ■ 19

Social worker/ welfare officer ■ 8 ■ 20

Mental health nurse/team ■ 9 ■ 21

Physiotherapist ■ 10 ■ 22

Radiographer ■ 11 ■ 23

Other ■ 12 ■ 24

19c. Why didn’t you go? (please answer only if you ticked a box in question 19b)
multiple boxes may be tiCked

While in the 
community

While in 
prison

Cost ■ 1 ■ 12

Cultural/ language problems/discrimination/gender ■ 2 ■ 13

Felt at the time I didn’t need/want to/couldn’t be bothered ■ 3 ■ 14

Transport/distance ■ 4 ■ 15

Waiting time too long or not available at time required ■ 5 ■ 16

Not available in area ■ 6 ■ 17

Too busy (including work, personal, family responsibilities) ■ 7 ■ 18

Legal issues (police custody, court, watchouse) ■ 8 ■ 19

Affected by alcohol or other drugs (including from prescribed drugs) ■ 9 ■ 20

Unable to access at time required (lock down) ■ 10 ■ 21

Other ■ 11 ■ 22
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20. Have you ever received a head injury/blow to the 
head resulting in a loss of consciousness or blacking out? 
(eg sporting injury, car crash, fight)
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

21a. Have you ever intentionally harmed yourself?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

21b. Have you thought of harming yourself in the last 12 
months? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

22a. Over the last 12 months, how often did you have a 
drink containing alcohol? 
please tiCk one box only

Never .......................................................  ■ 0	▶ Go to Q23 

Monthly or less ....................................  ■ 1

2–4 times a month .............................  ■ 2

2–3 times a week  ...............................  ■ 3

4 or more times a week ....................  ■ 4

22b. Over the last 12 months, how many standard 
drinks would you have on a typical day when you were 
drinking? 
please tiCk one box only

1 or 2 .......................................................  ■ 0

3 or 4 .......................................................  ■ 1

5 or 6 .......................................................  ■ 2

7 to 9 .......................................................  ■ 3

10 or more .............................................  ■ 4

22c. In the last 12 months, how often did you have six or 
more standard drinks on one occasion? 
please tiCk one box only

Never .......................................................  ■ 0

Less than monthly ..............................  ■ 1

Monthly ..................................................  ■ 2

Weekly  ...................................................  ■ 3

Daily or almost daily ..........................  ■ 4

23a. Have you ever smoked a full cigarette?
Includes manufactured cigarettes, roll-your-own cigarettes, cigars, 
pipes and other tobacco products
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q23b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q24a

23b. If YES, how old were you when you
smoked your FIRST full cigarette (Years)? 

23c. Do you smoke NOW?
please tiCk one box only 

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q23d

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q24a

23d. If YES which of the following best describes your 
CURRENT use of tobacco? 
please tiCk one box only

I NOW smoke:

occasionally, but less than once a week..............................   ■ 1

occasionally, not everyday, but at least once a week  ....   ■ 2

regularly, every day or most days ..........................................   ■ 3

23e. Would you like to quit smoking?
please tiCk one box only

Yes .....................................................................................................   ■ 1	

No ......................................................................................................   ■ 2	

23f. What assistance, if any, do you need to quit 
smoking?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Quit smoking program ..............................................................   ■ 1

Nicotine replacement therapy (patches, gum etc) .........   ■ 2

Counselling/support ..................................................................   ■ 3

None .................................................................................................   ■ 4

Other    ■ 9
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25a. Have you ever been on a methadone program?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Yes (specify below)

 on it now ...........................................  ■ 1	

 in the past ........................................  ■ 2

No, never ...............................................  ■ 3

25b. Have you ever been on any other opiate 
replacement program, e.g., naltrexone, buprenorphine, 
suboxone or LAAM? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Yes (specify below)

 on it now ...........................................  ■ 1	

 in the past ........................................  ■ 2

No, never ...............................................  ■ 3

▶ For female prisoners, please answer questions 26 and 27.

▶ For male prisoners, please go straight to question 28.

Female prisoners only

26. Have you had a Pap smear in the last 2 years?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

27a. Have you ever been pregnant?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

27b. Age of first pregnancy  

▶ Please go to Q28 for all prisoners.

24a. Have you used drugs in the last 12 months?
Excludes medical use of prescribed drugs—please see guidelines 
for definitions 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q24b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q25a

24b. Have you used any of the following substances for 
non-medical purposes or that were not supplied to you 
medically in the last 12 months? 
Excludes medical use of prescribed drugs—please see guidelines 
for definitions 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Analgesics/pain killers (Aspirin, Paracetamol, 
Mersyndol, Panadeine forte, Nurofen Plus) ................................   ■ 1

Other analgesics—opiates/opioids such as 
morphine/oxycontin/pethidine ...................................................   ■ 2

Tranquillisers/Sleeping Pills (Benzos, Temazzies, 
Tranks, Sleepers, Valium, Serapax, Serries, Mandrax, 
Mandies, Rohypnol, Rowies) .........................................................   ■ 3

Methadone (Done, Junk, Jungle Juice) / 
Buprenorphine (Bupe, Sub) / 
Suboxone .......................................................................................   ■ 4

Heroin (Hammer, Smack, Horse, H, Boy, Junk) ........................   ■ 5

Barbiturates (Barbies, Barbs, Downers, Reds, Purple 
Hearts) ..............................................................................................   ■ 6

Ketamine ( K, Special K, Vitamin K, KitKat, Ket) .......................   ■ 7

Inhalants—Petrol / Volatile solvents (e.g. glue, 
butane, aerosol sprays, cleaning fluid, felt pens, liquid 
paper, paint thinner) ......................................................................   ■ 8

Inhalants—Anaesthetics (e.g. nitrous oxide, ether, chloroform)/ 
Nitrates (e.g. amyl nitrate (poppers, snappers)/
Butyl (rush, bolt, climax, video head cleaner)/
Other inhalants  ..........................................................................   ■ 9

Steroids (Roids, Juice, Gear) ........................................................   ■ 10

Cannabis/Marijuana (Pot, Grass, Weed, Reefer, Joint, 
MaryJane, Acapulco gold, Rope, Mull, Cone, Spliff, Dope, 
Skunk, Bhang, Ganja, Hash, Chronic) .........................................   ■ 11

Meth/amphetamine (e.g. Speed, Crystal, Whizz, 
Goey, Gogo, Uppers, Amphet, Ice, Meth, Zip, Ox blood, 
Leopards blood, MDEA, Methylamphetamine, Eve, 
Shabu) ..............................................................................................   ■ 12

Cocaine (Coke, Crack, Flake, Snow, White lady/girl, 
Happy dust, Gold dust, Toot, Scotty, Charlie, Cecil, C, 
Freebase) ..........................................................................................   ■ 13

Ecstasy (XTC, E, Ex, Ecci, E and C, Adam, MDMA, PMA) ..........   ■ 14

GHB (Fantasy, Liquid E, Liquid X, Grievous bodily harm) ........   ■ 15

Hallucinogens (Tabs, Liquid, Magic mushrooms, 
Datura or Angel’s trumpet, Other) ...............................................   ■ 16

Other drugs please specify

   ■ 20
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To be filled in by health professional at completion of assessment

28. As a result of the current reception assessment, has the prisoner been
referred to the prison mental health service? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

29. Has the prisoner been identified as currently at risk of suicide/self harm?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

Thank you for completing this form

Please indicate below who completed this form and their position within the organisation

Name   Position title 



1

1. Correctional facility identifier 

2. State or territory 

3. Prisoner identifier 

4. Expected date of release (within the next month) 

5a. Date of birth  
 

5b. Age in years
Complete only if date of birth unknown

6. Country of birth
please tiCk one box only

Australia  .........................................................................................   ■ 1

Other (specify)    ■ 2

7. Main language spoken at home
please tiCk one box only  

English .............................................................................................   ■ 1

Other (specify)    ■ 2

8a. Sex
please tiCk one box only

Male .........................................................  ■ 1

Female ....................................................  ■ 2

8b. Transgender or currently undergoing gender 
reassignment 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

9. Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin? 

please tiCk one box only

Aboriginal.......................................................................................   ■ 1

Torres Strait Islander ...................................................................   ■ 2

Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ..........................   ■ 3

Neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander .....................   ■ 4

10. What is the highest year of school you have completed? 

please tiCk one box only

Year 12 ....................................................  ■ 1

Year 11 ....................................................  ■ 2

Year 10 ....................................................  ■ 3

Year 9 ......................................................  ■ 4

Year 8 or below ....................................  ■ 5

No schooling ........................................  ■ 6

11a. How long have you been imprisoned for this time?

years months days

11b. Was this your first time in an adult prison or a 
juvenile detention centre? please tiCk one box only

Yes  ...........................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

12. In the previous four weeks, have you had contact 
with family, friends and/or elders? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked 

No contact ............................................  ■ 1

Received letters ...................................  ■ 2

Phone contact .....................................  ■ 3

Visits ........................................................  ■ 4

13. Were either of your parents ever sent to prison when 
you were a child?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, just my father ..............................  ■ 1

Yes, just my mother ...........................  ■ 2

Yes, both ................................................  ■ 3

No .............................................................  ■ 4

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 9

Correctional facility identifier: XXX

For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 
or NAME LASTNAME on XX XXXX XXXX 

DISCHARGE FORM	 National	Prisoner	Health	Census	2012
▶ One discharge form should be completed for each prisoner aged 18 years or over who is going to be discharged in the following 4 weeks from today
▶ Census period:  DAY MONTH 2012 to  DAY MONTH 2012 
▶ Please return to the Director of Prison Health Services in your jurisdiction by DAY MONTH 2012

Office	use	only	XXXXX
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14a. In the past four weeks, how often did you feel…?
(please mark the answer that best describes the amount of time you felt that way).  
please tiCk one box per line

None of 
the time

A little of 
the time

Some of 
the time

Most of 
the time

All of the 
time

1. Tired out for no good reason? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

2. Nervous? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

3. So nervous that nothing could calm you down? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

4. Hopeless? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

5. Restless or fidgety? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

6. So restless that you could not sit still? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

7. Depressed? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

8. Like everything was an effort? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

9. So sad that nothing could cheer you up? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

10. Worthless? ■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5

14b. If you are currently experiencing any distress, is it 
related to your upcoming release from prison?  
please tiCk one box only 

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q15a

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q14c

Not applicable (not distressed) .....  ■ 3	▶ Go to Q15a

14c. If your current distress is not related to your 
upcoming release from prison, what is it related to? 

15a. Prior to your current incarceration, had you ever 
intentionally harmed yourself?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

15b. While in prison this time, did you intentionally harm 
yourself?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

16a. While in prison this time, did you receive a head injury/
blow to the head resulting in a loss of consciousness or 
blacking out? (e.g. sporting injury, king hit)
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

16b. While in prison this time, were you physically 
assaulted or attacked by another prisoner?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

16c. While in prison this time, were you forced or 
frightened by another prisoner into doing something 
sexually that you did not want to do? 
please tiCk one box only 

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

Wish to not answer ............................  ■ 3

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 9

16d. While in prison this time, did you have any accidents 
or injuries which you had to see a doctor or nurse about?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2
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17a. Compared with before you came to prison this time, 
would you say that you are now…?
please tiCk one box only

More physically active ......................  ■ 1

About the same...................................  ■ 2

Less physically active ........................  ■ 3

17b. Compared with before you came to prison this time, 
has your weight…?
please tiCk one box only

Decreased .............................................  ■ 1

Stayed about the same ....................  ■ 2

Increased ...............................................  ■ 3

17c. While in prison this time, were you trying to gain 
weight?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

	

18a. While in prison this time, did you get a tattoo? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

	

18b. While in prison this time, did you get any body or 
ear piercings?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

	

19a. Prior to your current incarceration, did you use illicit 
drugs?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

19b. While in prison this time, did you use illicit drugs?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

20a. Prior to your current incarceration, did you inject 
drugs?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

20b. While in prison this time, did you inject drugs? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q20c

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q21a

	

20c. While in prison this time, how often did you use a 
needle which had been used by someone else (even if it 
was cleaned)? 
please tiCk one box only

Never .......................................................  ■ 1

Sometimes ............................................  ■ 2

Always ....................................................  ■ 3

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 9

21a. While in prison this time, were you on an opioid 
substitution program (methadone/buprenorphine)? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q21b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q21c

21b. Do you have a plan for continuing this program 
once you are released? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

21c. Prior to your incarceration, did you access a needle 
and syringe exchange program?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2
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22a. Did you smoke tobacco upon entry to prison this 
time?  
(Includes manufactured cigarettes, roll-your-own cigarettes and 
other tobacco products)
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q22b

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q22b

Have never smoked ...........................  ■ 3	▶ Go to Q23a

22b. Do you smoke now?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q22c

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q22d

22c. Compared with before you came into prison this 
time, do you now smoke more tobacco?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

22d. While in prison this time, did you plan to give up 
smoking? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

22e. While in prison this time, did you undertake any 
smoking cessation programs?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

23a. Prior to your current incarceration, how often did 
you have a drink containing alcohol?
please tiCk one box only

Never .......................................................  ■ 0	▶ Go to Q23d

Monthly or less ....................................  ■ 1

2–4 times a month .............................  ■ 2

2–3 times a week ................................  ■ 3

4 or more times a week ....................  ■ 4

23b. Prior to your current incarceration, how many 
standard drinks would you have on a typical day when 
you were drinking?
please tiCk one box only 

1 or 2 .......................................................  ■ 0

3 or 4 .......................................................  ■ 1

5 or 6 .......................................................  ■ 2

7 to 9 .......................................................  ■ 3

10 or more .............................................  ■ 4

23c. Prior to your current incarceration, how often did 
you have six or more standard drinks on one occasion?
please tiCk one box only

Never .......................................................  ■ 0

Less than monthly ..............................  ■ 1

Monthly ..................................................  ■ 2

Weekly ....................................................  ■ 3

Daily or almost daily ..........................  ■ 4

23d. While in prison this time, did you drink any alcohol?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

23e. While in prison this time, did you access an alcohol 
treatment program?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2
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24a. When you came into custody this time, did you 
receive a health assessment?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q24b

No .............................................................  ■  2	▶ Go to Q25a

24b. If yes, were you referred or provided with an 
appointment for further care?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

25a. While in prison this time, could you easily see a 
medical practitioner (Doctor/GP) if you had a health 
problem?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

25b. While in prison this time, could you easily see a 
nurse if you had a health problem?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

26a. While in prison this time, did you visit the prison 
clinic?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q27

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q26b
 THEN Q30a

26b. If no, why didn’t you go?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Cultural/language problems/discrimination ....................   ■ 1

Waiting time too long ................................................................   ■ 2

Felt at the time I didn’t need/want to ..................................   ■ 3

Other    ■ 9

27. While in prison this time, which of the following 
healthcare professionals did you visit for your own health?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Medical practitioner (Doctor/GP) ..........................................   ■ 1

Nurse ................................................................................................   ■ 2

Alcohol and drug worker ..........................................................   ■ 3

Aboriginal health worker ..........................................................   ■ 4

Dentist .............................................................................................   ■ 5

Psychologist ..................................................................................   ■ 6

Psychiatrist .....................................................................................   ■ 7

Social worker/ welfare officer .................................................   ■ 8

Mental health nurse/team .......................................................   ■ 9

Physiotherapist ............................................................................   ■ 10

Radiographer ................................................................................   ■ 11

Other    ■ 99

28a. When you visited the prison clinic, did you get as 
much information about your condition and treatment 
as you wanted from the healthcare professional?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, completely .......................................................   ■ 1

Yes, somewhat .........................................................   ■ 2

No .................................................................................   ■ 3

Didn’t want to receive information ..................   ■ 4

28b. When you asked questions at the prison clinic, did 
you get answers that you could understand?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, completely ...................................  ■ 1

Yes, somewhat .....................................  ■ 2

No .............................................................  ■ 3

Didn’t ask questions ..........................  ■ 4

28c. If you were provided with treatment at the prison 
clinic, were you given an opportunity to be involved in 
your treatment decision?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, completely ...................................  ■ 1

Yes, somewhat .....................................  ■ 2

No .............................................................  ■ 3

Didn’t want to be involved ..............  ■ 4

28d. Overall, how would you rate the health care you 
received at the prison clinic?
please tiCk one box only

Excellent ................................................  ■ 1

Good .......................................................  ■ 2

Neither good nor poor .....................  ■ 3

Poor  ........................................................  ■ 4

Very poor ...............................................  ■ 5
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29a. When was the last time you visited the clinic?
please tiCk one box only

In the last week ...................................  ■ 1

In the last month ................................  ■ 2

In the last 2–6 months ......................  ■ 3

In the last 6–12 months ...................  ■ 4

Only upon entering prison .............  ■ 5

29b. Thinking about the last visit to the prison clinic, what 
service/s were provided? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Assessment only .................................  ■ 1

Advice and education .......................  ■ 2

Treatment ..............................................  ■ 3

Referral ...................................................  ■ 4

30a. While in prison this time, have you been to a medical 
appointment outside the prison?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

30b. While in prison this time, have you been admitted to 
a general hospital or psychiatric hospital? 

please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q30c
No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q30d

30c. If yes, was the hospital admission planned or unplanned? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Planned ..................................................  ■ 1

Unplanned ............................................  ■ 2

30d. While in prison this time, have you visited an 
emergency department about your own health?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

31. In this section, we are going to ask you questions about health conditions and the treatment that you received
Only continue answering across the row if the interviewee answered ‘yes’ to question 31a. 

31a. Have you ever 
been told that you 

have...?

31b. Were you 
diagnosed in 

prison this time?

31c. Were you 
offered treatment in 

prison this time?

31d. Were you 
prescribed medication 

in prison this time?

31e. Is there a 
plan to continue care 

after release?

Diabetes ■ 1 ■ 1 ■ 1 ■ 1 ■ 1

Psychological/mental health 
conditions

■ 2 ■ 2 ■ 2 ■ 2 ■ 2

Skin conditions 
(excluding cancer and communicable 
diseases)

■ 3 ■ 3 ■ 3 ■ 3 ■ 3

Alcohol or drug use problems ■ 4 ■ 4 ■ 4 ■ 4 ■ 4

Musculoskeletal injury ■ 5 ■ 5 ■ 5 ■ 5 ■ 5

Musculoskeletal conditions
(excluding arthritis, injury or cancer)

■ 6 ■ 6 ■ 6 ■ 6 ■ 6

Cardiovascular disease ■ 7 ■ 7 ■ 7 ■ 7 ■ 7

Respiratory conditions 
(excluding asthma or cancer)

■ 8 ■ 8 ■ 8 ■ 8 ■ 8

Communicable disease ■ 9 ■ 9 ■ 9 ■ 9 ■ 9

Dental issues ■ 10 ■ 10 ■ 10 ■ 10 ■ 10

Digestive condition ■ 11 ■ 11 ■ 11 ■ 11 ■ 11

Asthma ■ 12 ■ 12 ■ 12 ■ 12 ■ 12

Sensory issues 
(including ear and eye conditions)

■ 13 ■ 13 ■ 13 ■ 13 ■ 13

Neurological conditions ■ 14 ■ 14 ■ 14 ■ 14 ■ 14

Malignancy/cancer ■ 15 ■ 15 ■ 15 ■ 15 ■ 15

Arthritis ■ 16 ■ 16 ■ 16 ■ 16 ■ 16

Women’s health conditions ■ 17 ■ 17 ■ 17 ■ 17 ■ 17

Other ■ 99 ■ 99 ■ 99 ■ 99 ■ 99

multiple boxes may be tiCked
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32a. While in prison this time, have you been tested for…?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

HIV................................................................................   ■ 1

Hepatitis B .................................................................   ■ 2

Hepatitis C .................................................................   ■ 3

Sexually-transmissible infection .......................   ■ 4

32b. While in prison this time, did you receive a full 
injection/vaccination against...? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Hepatitis B .................................................................   ■ 1

HPV (Gardasil) ..........................................................   ■ 2

Meningococcal disease ........................................   ■ 3

Hepatitis A .................................................................   ■ 4

Influenza ....................................................................   ■ 5

Measles, mumps and rubella .............................   ■ 6

33a. While in prison this time, did you undertake any of 
the following correctional programs? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Literacy and numeracy learning ............................................   ■ 1

Victim Awareness ........................................................................   ■ 2

Anger Management ...................................................................   ■ 3

Alcohol and drug programs ....................................................   ■ 4

Domestic Violence ......................................................................   ■ 5

Cognitive Skills/behavioural management .......................   ■ 6

Sex offender programs ..............................................................   ■ 7

Violent offender programs .......................................................   ■ 8

Other    ■ 99

33b. While in prison this time, was there a program that 
you wanted to be involved in but couldn’t? 
please tiCk one box only 

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1	▶ Go to Q33c

No .............................................................  ■ 2	▶ Go to Q34

33c. Why didn’t you access the program?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Didn’t qualify .................................................................................   ■ 1

Sentence was too short /on remand ....................................   ■ 2

Waiting list too long ...................................................................   ■ 3

Transferred to a different prison ............................................   ■ 4

Program not available at prison .............................................   ■ 5

Not eligible ....................................................................................   ■ 6

Other    ■ 99

34a. While in prison this time, did you work in a prison 
industry? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ................................................................................   ■ 1

No .................................................................................   ■ 2

Wanted to be involved but couldn’t ................   ■ 3

34b. While in prison this time, did you complete a trade 
certificate, diploma, degree or any other educational 
qualification? 
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Yes (specify below)

 Trade Certificate (Certification I–IV) ............   ■ 1	

 Diploma  ...............................................................   ■ 2

 Bachelors degree ...............................................   ■ 3

 Postgraduate qualification .............................   ■ 4

No .................................................................................   ■ 5

35. Do you think that your health has changed since you 
have been in prison this time?

Physical 
health

Mental health 
& well-being

Yes, a lot better ■ 1 ■ 1

Yes, a little better ■ 2 ■ 2

Stayed the same ■ 3 ■ 3

Yes, a little worse ■ 4 ■ 4

Yes, a lot worse ■ 5 ■ 5

36. On release from prison, where do you expect to sleep 
on the first night?
please tiCk one box only

Sleeping on the streets, park, cars or  
railway carriages ..........................................................................   ■ 1

Sleeping in emergency accommodation,  
couch surfing or living temporarily with  
friend or relatives .........................................................................   ■ 2

Sleeping in own accommodation/ 
rental agreement and named on the 
lease or mortgage .......................................................................   ■ 3

Don’t know ....................................................................................   ■ 9

37a. Do you have paid employment which will start 
within 2 weeks of leaving prison? 
please tiCk one box only 

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 9

37b. On release from prison, have you registered with 
Advance2Work?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

please tiCk one box per Column
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Thank you for completing this form

38. On release from prison, are you expecting to receive 
any of the following government payments through 
Centrelink?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, income support ..............................................   ■ 1

Yes, crisis payment (single payment) ..............   ■ 2

Yes, both ....................................................................   ■ 3

No .................................................................................   ■ 4

39. Will you have a valid Medicare card available for your 
use on the day of your release? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ................................................................................   ■ 1

No .................................................................................   ■ 2

Don’t know ...............................................................   ■ 9

40. Are you currently on any prescribed medication that 
will continue after you are released from prison?
please tiCk one box only

Yes, will continue medication ............................   ■ 1

No, will not continue medication .....................   ■ 2

Not currently on medication ..............................   ■ 3

Don’t know ...............................................................   ■ 9

41. Do you have a referral or appointment to see any 
of the following health professionals after your release 
from custody? 
multiple boxes Can be tiCked

Medical practitioner (Doctor/GP) ..........................................   ■ 1

Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS) .........................................   ■ 2

Community mental health service ........................................   ■ 3

Alcohol and drug treatment or counselling service  ......   ■ 4

Other    ■ 9

42. How prepared do you feel for your release?
please tiCk one box only

Very prepared ......................................  ■ 1

Prepared ................................................  ■ 2

Unprepared ..........................................  ■ 3

Very unprepared .................................  ■ 4

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 9

▶ For female prisoners, please answer questions 43 and 44

▶ For Indigenous prisoners, please answer questions 45–47

Female prisoners only

43. While in prison this time, did you have a…?
multiple boxes may be tiCked

Pap Smear .............................................  ■ 1

Mammogram .......................................  ■ 2

44a. While in prison this time, were you pregnant?
please tiCk one box only

Yes .............................   ■ 1	▶ Go to Q44b

No ..............................   ■ 2	▶ For Indigenous prisoners, go to Q45 

44b. If you were pregnant in prison this time did you give 
birth while in prison?
please tiCk one box only

Yes .............................   ■ 1	▶ Go to Q44c

No ..............................   ■ 2	▶ For Indigenous prisoners, go to Q45

44c. If you gave birth in prison this time, did your child 
live with you in prison?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

Indigenous prisoners only

45. While in prison this time, do you think you received 
culturally appropriate health care?
please tiCk one box only

Always ....................................................  ■ 1

Sometimes ............................................  ■ 2

Never .......................................................  ■ 3

46. While in prison this time, did you receive any 
treatment or consultation from an Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Organisation (ACCHO) or 
an Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS)?
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

47. While in prison this time, have you participated in 
any Indigenous-specific programs? 
please tiCk one box only

Yes ............................................................  ■ 1

No .............................................................  ■ 2

Don’t know ...........................................  ■ 3

Please indicate below who completed this form and their position within the organisation

Name   Position title 



i. Prisoner ID

ii. Date of birth

iii-a. Sex Please tick one box only

Male........................................................... ■ 1

Female...................................................... ■ 2

iii-b. Transgender or currently undergoing gender 
reassignment? Please tick one box only

Yes.............................................................. ■ 1

No............................................................... ■ 2

iv. Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin?
Please tick one box only

Aboriginal....................................................................................... . ■ 1

Torres.Strait.Islander.................................................................... . ■ 2

Both.Aboriginal.and.Torres.Strait.Islander........................... . ■ 3

Neither.Aboriginal.nor.Torres.Strait.Islander...................... . ■ 4

Repeat medications Please tick as many as aPProPriate

Antidepressants./mood.stabilisers........................................ . ■ 1

Antipsychotics............................................................................... . ■ 2

Analgesics.-.repeat.only............................................................. . ■ 3

Anti-inflammatories,.antirheumatic.agents....................... . ■ 4

Drugs.used.in.acid-related.disorders,.antimetics.
and.antinauseants,.laxatives,.Antidiarrheals...................... . ■ 5

Antihypertensives,.beta.blocking.agents............................ . ■ 6

Cholesterol.lowering.drugs.(Lipid.modifying.
agents).............................................................................................. . ■ 7

Asthma.relievers,.preventers,.symptom.controllers.
(Drugs.for.obstructed.airway.diseases)................................ . ■ 8

Drugs.used.in.opioid.dependence........................................ . ■ 9

Antibiotics....................................................................................... . ■ 10

Hepatitis,.antivirals.for.HIV,.infectious.diseases................ . ■ 11

Drugs.used.in.diabetes............................................................... . ■ 12

Vitamins.&.mineral.supplements............................................ . ■ 13

Anti-anxiety.(Anxiolytics).......................................................... . ■ 14

Hypnotics.and.sedatives............................................................ . ■ 15

Antiepileptics,.anti-parkinson.drugs..................................... . ■ 16

Antihistamines.............................................................................. . ■ 17

Dermatologicals.(skin,.including.antifungals)................... . ■ 18

Drugs.used.in.nicotine.dependence..................................... . ■ 19

Drugs.used.in.benign.prostatic.hypertrophy.
(Prostate)......................................................................................... . ■ 20

Diuretics........................................................................................... . ■ 21

Thyroid.therapy............................................................................. . ■ 22

Other.(please.specify).

   ■ 98

Other.(please.specify).

   ■ 98

Other.(please.specify).

   ■ 98

Day Month Year

Correctional facility identifier: XXX

For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 
or NAME LASTNAME on XX XXXX XXXX 

PRISONERS IN CUSTODY—REPEAT MEDICATIONS	 National	Prisoner	Health	Census	2012
▶  One form to be completed for each prisoner, by the treating health professional. Routine, household type medications taken on a 

PRN basis (such as Panadol) are not included. Depot medications (such as antipsychotics) should be included whether or not they  
were actually administered on the Census day.

▶  Complete form on the last day in the census period—27 May 2012
▶  Please return to the Director of Prison Health Services in your jurisdiction by 11 June 2012

Medicine_V1_NSW_101_Qty_200



Correctional facility identifier: XXX
For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 

or NAME LASTNAME on  XX XXXX XXXX 

i. Prisoner ID

ii. Date of birth

iii-a. Sex Please tick one box only

Male........................................................... ■ 1

Female...................................................... ■ 2

iii-b. Transgender or currently undergoing gender 
reassignment? Please tick one box only

Yes.............................................................. ■ 1

No............................................................... ■ 2

iv. Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin?
Please tick one box only

Aboriginal....................................................................................... . ■ 1

Torres.Strait.Islander.................................................................... . ■ 2

Both.Aboriginal.and.Torres.Strait.Islander........................... . ■ 3

Neither.Aboriginal.nor.Torres.Strait.Islander...................... . ■ 4

1. Visit initiated by: Please tick one box only

Prisoner.................................................... ■ 1

Staff........................................................... ■ 2

2. Prisoner seen by: Please tick one box only

Medical.practitioner.(Doctor/GP)........................................... . ■ 1

Psychologist................................................................................... . ■ 2

Psychiatrist...................................................................................... . ■ 3

Nurse................................................................................................. . ■ 4

Aboriginal.health.worker........................................................... . ■ 5

Alcohol.and.drug.worker........................................................... . ■ 6

Dentist.............................................................................................. . ■ 7

Social.worker/welfare.officer................................................... . ■ 8

Mental.health.nurse/team........................................................ . ■ 9

Physiotherapist............................................................................. . ■ 10

Radiologist...................................................................................... . ■ 11

Other.(please.specify).

   ■ 20

3. Problem managed tick as many as aPProPriate

Diabetes........................................................................................... . ■ 1

Psychological/mental.health.condition............................... . ■ 2

Pathology........................................................................................ . ■ 3

Skin.condition.(excluding.cancer.and.
communicable.diseases)........................................................... . ■ 4

Alcohol.or.drug.use..................................................................... . ■ 5

Medicine/vaccination................................................................. . ■ 6

Musculoskeletal.injury................................................................ . ■ 7

Musculoskeletal.condition.(excluding.arthritis,.
injury.or.cancer)............................................................................ . ■ 8

Cardiovascular.disease............................................................... . ■ 9

Respiratory.condition.(excluding.asthma,.cancer.or.
communicable.diseases)........................................................... . ■ 10

Communicable.disease.............................................................. . ■ 11

Dental............................................................................................... . ■ 12

Digestive.condition..................................................................... . ■ 13

Wound.care.................................................................................... . ■ 14

Asthma............................................................................................. . ■ 15

Sensory.(including.ear.and.eye.conditions)....................... . ■ 16

Neurological................................................................................... . ■ 17

Malignancy..................................................................................... . ■ 18

Arthritis............................................................................................ . ■ 19

Women’s.health............................................................................. . ■ 20

General.health.assessment....................................................... . ■ 21

Other.reason.(please.specify).

   ■ 98

Other.reason.(please.specify).

   ■ 98

Other.reason.(please.specify).

   ■ 98

4. What service was provided? multiPle answers may be chosen

Assessment.only................................... ■ 1

Advice.and.education......................... ■ 2

Treatment................................................ ■ 3

Referral..................................................... ■ 4

Day Month Year

CLINIC FORM	 National	Prisoner	Health	Census	2012
▶  One clinic form to be completed for each clinic visit, by the treating health professional. A ‘visit’ is defined as a face-to-face consultation for which an 

entry is made in the health service record (other than for routine household type treatment such as Band-aids or Panadol).
▶  Census period: 14 May 2012 to 27 May 2012
▶  Complete form on one day in the Census period
▶  Please return to the Director of Prison Health Services in your jurisdiction by 11 June 2012

Clinic_V1_NSW_101_Qty_40
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4a. How often does your facility receive visits by an 
Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation 
(ACCHO) or an Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS) ?  
Please tick one box only

Every day ...............................................  ■ 1

At least once a week ..........................  ■ 2

At least once every two weeks ......  ■ 3

At least once a month .......................  ■ 4

Less often than once a month .......  ■ 5

Never .......................................................  ■ 6

4b. If your facility does receive visits, which health 
providers provide the ACCHO or AMS services?  
MultiPle boxes May be ticked

Aboriginal Health Worker  ........................................................   ■ 1

Medical practitioner ...................................................................   ■ 2

Social worker .................................................................................   ■ 3

Psychologist ..................................................................................   ■ 4

Counsellor ......................................................................................   ■ 5

Drug & alcohol worker ...............................................................   ■ 6

Other (specify) 

   ■ 7

5a. How many prisoners were released from prison 
during the census period (not including transfers to 
other prisons)?. 
Please insert nuMbers in the boxes below

Number of remand ..................................................  1

Number of sentenced (exit planned) ................  2

Number of sentenced (exit not planned) ........  3

5b. How many of these prisoners have a discharge 
summary on file? 
Please insert nuMbers in the boxes below

Number of remand ..................................................  1

Number of sentenced (exit planned) ................  2

Number of sentenced (exit not planned) ........  3

5c. Please provide below some information about the 
approach, taken at your establishment, to health-related 
discharge planning.

1. Correctional facility identifier  

2. Name of prison/remand centre  

3. State or territory  

Correctional facility identifier: XXX

For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 
or NAME LASTNAME on XX XXXX XXXX 

PRISON ESTABLISHMENT FORM	 National	Prisoner	Health	Census	2012
▶ To be completed by the manager of the prison’s health service
▶ For assistance please call the Prisoner Health Census Helpline on 1800 466 155
▶ Census period:  DAY MONTH 2012 to  DAY MONTH 2012
▶ Please return to the Director of Prison Health Services in your jurisdiction by  DAY MONTH 2012

Office	use	only	XXXXX
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6. During the census period how many of the following 
immunisations did your clinic deliver?
Please insert nuMbers in the boxes below

Hepatitis B ...................................................................   1

HPV (Gardasil) (only for women) .........................   2

Meningococcal disease ..........................................   3

Hepatitis A ...................................................................   4

Influenza ......................................................................   5

Measles, mumps and rubella ...............................   6

7. Number of full-time equivalent health staff working at 
your correctional facility See guidelines for definitions of full-
time equivalent staff 
Please insert nuMbers in the boxes below

Medical Practitioner(s) ............................................   1

Psychologist(s) ...........................................................   2

Dental Practitioner(s) ..............................................   3

Psychiatrist(s)  ............................................................   4

Registered Nurse(s) ..................................................   5

Enrolled Nurse(s) ......................................................   6

Aboriginal health worker(s) ..................................   7

Nurse practitioner(s) ...............................................   8

Other please specify

 ....   9

Total number
full-time equivalent health staff ..........................   10

8. Number of female prisoners who were pregnant while 
in prison during the 12-month period to 30 June 2011

Please insert nuMber in the box Provided .......   

9. How many hospital transfers have you had during the 
census period?

Please insert nuMbers in the boxes below

Emergency—not planned ....................................   1

Planned ........................................................................   2

10. Total number of prison entrants into your facility 
during this census period by sex

Please insert nuMbers in the boxes below

Male ...............................................................................   1

Female ..........................................................................   2

11. How many female prisoners had children living with 
them in custody during the last 12 months?

Please insert nuMber in the box Provided .......   

Please indicate below who completed this form and their position within the organisation

Name  

Position title  

Date completed  

Thank you for completing this form

National Prisoner Health Census—Census 2012



Please record the information as:

Sex Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin Reason for non-participation

Male..................................1

Female............................2

Unknown......................9

Aboriginal...........................................................................................1

Torres Strait Islander....................................................................2

Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander...................3

Neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander..............4

Unknown.............................................................................................9

Not approached by clinic staff.........................................1

Refused to participate............................................................2

Unable to participate due to mental state,  
disability or communication issues..............................3

Unknown.........................................................................................9

Other, please specify...............................................................99 + free text

Prisoner id
Date of birth or  
Age in years Sex

Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander origin Reason for non-participation

1. Correctional facility identifier  2. State or territory  

For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 

ENTRANTS FORM NON-PARTICIPATION RUNNING SHEET. National.Prisoner.Health.Census.2012

Please record information on prisoners who did not participate in the entrants form.



Prisoner id
Date of birth or  
Age in years Sex

Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander origin Reason for non-participation

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare • National Prisoner Health Census—Census 2012



Please record the information as:

Sex Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin Reason for non-participation

Male..................................1

Female............................2

Unknown......................9

Aboriginal...........................................................................................1

Torres Strait Islander....................................................................2

Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander...................3

Neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander..............4

Unknown.............................................................................................9

Discharged before survey could be completed.............1

Not approached by clinic staff....................................................2

Refused to participate.......................................................................3

Unable to participate due to mental state.........................4

Unknown....................................................................................................9

Other, please specify..........................................................................99 + free text

Prisoner id
Date of birth or  
Age in years Sex

Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander origin Reason for non-participation

1. Correctional facility identifier  2. State or territory  

Correctional facility identifier: XXX

For assistance please call AIHW on 1800 466 155 
or NAME LASTNAME on XX XXXX XXXX 

DISCHARGE FORM NON-PARTICIPATION RUNNING SHEET. National.Prisoner.Health.Census.2012

Please record information on prisoners who did not participate in the discharge form. 

Office.use.only.XXXXX



Prisoner id
Date of birth or  
Age in years Sex

Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander origin Reason for non-participation

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare • National Prisoner Health Census—Census 2012
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